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C HAP. XXXVII. We depart for Europe 

--- a mifunderftanding arifes between the cap- 
tain and furgeon, through the fcandalous a{per- 
. fions of Crampley---the captain dies ---Cramp- 
ley tyrannizes over. the furgeon, who falls a 
vidtim'to his cruelty---I am alfo i! ufed-~the 
fhip ftrikes---the behaviour ef Crampley and the 
_ feamen on that occafion---I get on fhore, chal- 
lenge the captain to fingle ccmbat---am treach- 
eroufly knocked down, wounded and robbed p.1 
CHAP. XXXVIII. I get up, and crawl in- 
toa barn, where I am in danger of perifhing 
_ through the fear of the country people--- their 
inhumanity---I am fuccoured by a reputed witch 
--- her ftory --- her advice --- fhe recommends 
me as a valet to.afingle lady, whofe charaCter 

fhe explains. p- 7 
CHAP. XXXIX. My reception by that lady 
---I become enamoured of Narcifla---recount 
the particulars of my Jaft misfortune---acquire 
. the good opinion of my miftrefs --- an account 
_-of the young ’Squire---I .am-made acquainted 


_ with more particulars of Narcifla’s fisuation -— 
A, con-~ 


CHAP. XLII. He takes his paflage in a cut- 
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conceive a mortal hatred againft Sir Timothy 
—examine my lady’s library and performances 
—her extravagant behaviour. p. 18 
CHAP. XL. She is furprized at my learn- 
ing — communicates her performances to me 
—I impart fome of mine to her—am morti- 
fied at her faint praife — Narcifla approves of 
my production —I gain an involuntary conqueft 
over the cook-wench and diary-maid — their 
mutual refentment and infinuations — the jea- 
loufy of their lovers. p. 27 
CHAP. XL. Narciffa being in danger from 
the brutality of Sir Timothy, is refcued by me, 
who revenge myfelf on my rival — I] declare 
my paffion, and retreat to the fea-fide — am 
furrounded by fmugglers, and carried to Bul- 
loign — find my uncle lieutenant Bowling, in 
great diftrefs, and relieve him — our conver- 
fation. | P- 35 


ter for Deal—we are accofled by a Prieft, who 
proves to be a Scottifhman — his profeffions of 
friendfhip — he is affronted by the lieute- 
nant, who afterwards appeafes him by fubmif- 
fion —~ my uncle embarks — I am introduced 
by the prieft to a capuchin, in whofe company 

I fet out for Paris—the character of my fellow- 

- ‘traveller — an adventure on the road — J am 
fhocked at his behaviour. - p> 47 
CHAP. XLII. . We lodge at a houfe near 
* Amiens, where lam robbed by the capuchin, 
who efcapes while I am afleep —I go to 
Noyons in fearch of him, but without fuccefs 
— make my condition known to feveral 
people, but find no relicf — grow defperate — 
join a company of foldicrs — inlift in the regi- 
giment of Picardy — we are ordered into Ger- 
many 
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_ many— I find the fatigues of the march almoft 
intolerable — quarrel with my comrade ina 
difpute upon politicks —he challenges me into 

' the field, wounds and difarms me. p- 56 

CHAP. XLIV. The Gafcon does not ufe 
his victory with all the moderation that might 

have been expeéted — In order to be reveng- 

ed I learn the fcience of defence — we join 
Marefchal Duc de Noailles — are engaged with 

_ the allies at Dettingen, and put to flight — 

_ the behaviour of the French foldiers on that 
occafion — I induftrioufly feck another com- 
bat with the old Gafcon, and vanquifh him 
in my turn — our regiment is put into winter- 
quarters at Rheims, where I find my friend 

' Strap — our recognition — he fupplies me 

" with moncy, and procures my difcharge — we 
take a tripto Paris; fram whence we fet out 

' for London by the way of Flanders, where we 
fafely arrive. p- 65 

CHAP. XLV. Tenquire about my uncle, 

and underftand he is gone. to fea — take lodg- 
ings at Charing-crofs — go to the play, where 
I meet with an adventure —dine at an ordi- 
‘nary; the guefts defcribed —become acquaint- 
ed with Medlar and door Wagtail. p. 80 

CHAP. XLVI. Wagtail introduces me to a 
fet of fine gentlemen, with whom I fpend the 
evening at a tavern — our converfation --- the 
characters of my new companions --the doétor 
is roafted---the iffue of our debauch p- 99 

CHAP. XLVII. Strap communicates to me 
a conqueft he had made on a chandler’s widow 
--- finds himfelf miferably miftaken --- I go to. 

‘the opera---admire Mclinda---am cautioned by 
Banter --- go to the aflembly at Hampftead --- 
dance with that young lady --- receive an info- 
lent meflage from Bragwell, whofe mettle ts 
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foon cooled — am in favour with my miftrefs, 
whom I vifit next day ; and am bubbled out of 
eighteen guineas at cards — Strap triumphs at 
my fuccefs, but is aftonifhed at my expence 
—Banter comcs to my lodging, is very far- 
caftic at my expence, and borrows five guineas 
from me as a proof of'his friendfhip. p. 114 
HAP. XLVIII. We repair to the coffce- 
houfe, where we overhear a curious difpute 
between Wagtail and Medlar, which is refer- 
red to.our decifion—the door gives us an ac- 
count of his experiment—Medlar is roafted by. 
Banter at the ordinary — the old gentleman’s 
advice to me. ip. 126 
HAP. XLIX. I receive a challenge — the 
confequences of it—the quarrel being made up, 
am put inarreft, by the care and affeCtion of 
Strap—but immediately releafed upon explaining 
sny affair—the behaviour of Mr. Oregan and 
his two friends—I vifit Melinda, whom I. 


' divert with an account of the duel—propofe. 


€ 


marriage—fhe refers the matter to her mother, 
of whom I make a folemn demand of her 
daughter—the old lady’s behaviour—I am dif- 
carded, refent their difdain. p. 132 
HAP. L. I dong to be revenged on Melinda 
—apply to Banter for his affiftance — he con- 


’ trives a fcheme for that purpofe, whichis put in 


exccution with great fuccefs—I make an attempt 


onthe heart of Mifs Gripewell, but am difap. 
"pointed ——— grow melancholy at my difap- 


pointment, and have recourfe to the bottle — 


“receive a billet doux --- am ravifhed with the 


contents ---find myfelf involved in an intrigue, 


which I imagined would make my fortune --- 


am confounded at my miftake, which banifhes 


all. thoughts of matrimony.  p. 143 
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CHAP. LI. - I cultivate an acquaintance with- 
two noblemen ---am introduced to Earl Strut- 
well --- his kind promife and invitation --- the 
behaviour of his porter and lacquey --- he 
receives me with an appearance of uncommon 
affe€tion --- undertakes to fpeak in my behalf 
to the minifter---informs me of his fuccefs, and 
wifhes me joy---introducesa converfation about 
Petronius Arbiter---falls in love with my watch, 
which I prefs upon him --- I make a prefent of 
a diamond ring to Lord Stradle --- impart my 
good fortune to Strap, and Banter, who difa- 
bufes me to my utter mortification. | p. 169 

CHAP. LIL. I attempt to recover my watch and 
jewel, but to no purpofe --- refolve to revenze 
my(elf on Strutwell by my importunity---am re- 
duced to my laft guinea---obliged to inform 
Strap of my ncceffity, who is almoft diftracted 
with the news--but neverthelefs obliged to pawn 
my beft fword for prefent fubfiftence---that fmalk 

_ fupply being near exhaufted, 1 am almoft ftu- 
pihed with my misfortunes--- go to the gaming 
table, by the advice of Banter, and come off 
with unexpected fuccefs---Strap’sexftafy---Mrs. 
Gawkey waits upon me, profeffes remorfe for 

_ herperfidy, and implores my affiftance---Ido my-- 

_ felf a piece of juftice by her means, and after- 
wards reconcile her to her father. p. 181 

CHAP. LIIL I purchafe new cloaths---repri- 

_mand Strutwell and Straddle --- Banter propofes: 
another matrimonial fcheme. --- I accept of his- 
terms---fet out for Bath in a ftage coach, with 
the young lady and her mother---the behaviour: 

_ of an officer and. lawyer, our fellow-travellers,. 

_ defcribed---a fmart dialogue between. my mif- 
trefs and the captain. «=p. 193. 
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CHAP, LIV. Day breaking, I have the plea- 
fure of viewing the perfon of mifs Snapper, 
whom I had not feen before—the foldier is wit- 
ty upon me—is offended, talks much of his va- 
Jour—is reprimanded by a grave gentlewoman— 
we are alarmed by the cry of highwaymen—I 
gct out of the coach, and ftand on my defence— 
they ride off without having’ attacked us—I 
purfue them—one of them is thrown from his 
horfe and taken—I return to the coach am 
complimented by Mifs Snapper— the captain’s 
behaviour on this occafion—the prude reproaches 
me in a foliloquy —I upbraid her in the fame 
manner — the behaviour of Mrs. Snapper at 
breakfaft, difobliges me — the lawyer is witty 
upon the officer, who threatens him. _p. 201 

CHAP. LV. I refolve to ingratiate myfelf with 
the mother, and am favoured by accident— 
the precife lady finds her hufband and quits the 
coach-—the captain is difappointed of his dinner 

| we arrive at Bath—I accompany Mifs Snap~ 
rer to the Long Rocm, where fhe is attacked 
ty beau N—h, and turns the laugh againft him — 
— I make love to her and receive a check — 
fyuire her to an affembly, where I am bleft 
with a fight of my dear Narcifla, which dif- 
compofes me fo much, that Mifs Snapper, ob- 

ferving my diforder, is at pains to difcover the 
caufe — is picqued at the occafion, and in our 
way home, pays me a farcaftic compliment — 
Iam met by Mifs Williams, who is maid and 
confidante of Narcifla—fhe acquaints me with 
her lady’s regard for-me under the difguife of 
a fervant, and defcribes the tranfports of Nar- 
 ciffa on feeing me at the aflembly in the cha- 
_racter of a gentleman—I am_.furprized: with an 
account of her aunt’s marriage, and make an 
appointment 
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appointment to meet Mifs Williams next day. 
pe 2aK 
CHAP. LVI. I become acquainted ait Nar- 
ciffa’s brother, who invites me to his houfe— 
where I am introduced to that adorable crea- 
' ture—after dinner, the Squire retires to take 
his nap—Freeman guefles the fituation of my 
' thoughts, withdraws likewife on pretence of 
_ bufinefs — I declare my paffion for Narcifla— 
am well received— charmed with her converfa- 
tion—the Squire detains us to fupper—I elude 
his defign by a ftratagem, and get sie fober. 
p. 223 
CHAP. LVII. Mifs Williams informs me of 
Narcifla’s approbation of my flame—lI appeafe 
the Squire—- write to my miftrefs, am bleffed 
- with an anfwer — beg leave of her brother to 
dance with her at a ball; obtain his confent 
and her’s—enjoy a private converfation with her 
—am perplexed with reflections—have the ho- 
nour of appearing her partner at the ball — we 
are complimented by a certain nobleman—he 
 difcovers fome fymptoms of paffion for Narciffa 
-—Lam ftung with jealoufy—Narcifla alarmed, 
retires — I obferve Melinda in the company—. 
the Squire is captivated by her' beauty. p. 235 
CHAP. LVI. Tortured with jealoufy, I go 
home and abufe Strap —— receive.a mefiage 
‘from Narcifla, in confequence of which, I 
-haften to her apartment, where her endearing 
-affurances banifh all my doubts and apprehen- 
‘fions—in my retreat difcover fomebody in the 
dark, whom, fufpedting to be a foy, T refolve 
to kill: bue to my great furprize, am convinced 
of his being no other than Strap — Melinda 
landers me —{ become acquainted with Lord 
Quiverwit, who cndeavours to found me with 
A 5 regard 
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regard to Narciffa—the Squire is introduced to- 
his lordfhip, and grows cold towards me —— 
’ Tlearn from my confidante, that this-nobleman. 
_ profefles ‘honourable love to my miftrefs, who 
_ continues. faithful to me, notwithftanding the 
fcandalous report fhe has heard to my prejudice 
— I am mortified with an affurance that her 
‘whole fortune depends upon the pleafure of her 
' brother — Mr, Freeman condoles me on the 
. decline of my chara&ter, which I vindicate fo 
_ much to his fatisfaGtion, that he undertakes to 
combat famein my behalf. Pp. :247 
© HAP. LIX:. I receive an extraordinary mef- 
fage at the door of the Long Room,’ which: 
I however enter, and affront. the Squire, who 
, threatens to take the law of me—rebuke Me- 
_ linda for her malice— fhe weeps with vexation 
_ Lord Quiverwit is fevere upon me-~ I retort 
_ his farcafm—am received. with the utmoft ten=. 
_dernefs by. Narcifla, who defires to hear the. 
_ftory of my life — we vow eternal conftancy 
to one another—I retire—am waked by a mef- 
fenger, who brings. a challenge from Qui-- 
verwit, whom I:meet, engage, and vanquith.. 
_ - ae Pp 254. 
GHAP..LX: I am vifited by Freeman, with. 
_ whom I appear in publick, and am. careffed:. 
——am fent for- by Lord Quiverwit, whofe. 
prefence I quit in a paffion—Narcifla is carried 
_ off by her brother—I intend to purfue him,. 
and am difluaded by.my friend—engage in play, . 
and lofe all my money—fet out for London— 
try my fortune at the gaming table,without fuc-. 
cefs—receive a letter. from Naxcila~~ bilk my 
/ taylor. : , p. 263. 
CHAP. LXI. Iam arreficd — carried’ to the 
Marfaclfea — find my old acquaintance beaw: 
| Jackfom. 
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. Jackfon in that jail---he informs me of his ad-- 
ventures-----Strap arrives, and with difficulty 
is comforted ---- Jackfon introduces me to a: 
poet --- 1 admire his converfation and capacity 
--- am deeply affected with his misfortune ---- 
Strap hires himfelf as a journey:inan barber. 
iz : P» 273 
CHAP. LXIT. I read Molopoyn’s tragedy,. 


and conceive a vaft opinion of his genius--- he 


recounts his adventures. | p. 281 
CHAP. LXIIl. The continuation aud conclu- 
fion of Mr. Melopoyn’s ftory, Pp: 293 


CHAP. LXIV. I am feized with a deep me- 
Jancholy, and become a floven----am relieved. 
by my.uncle ---- he prevails upon me to engage 

- with his owners, as furgeon of the fhip which 
. he. commands --- he makes me a confiderable 
prefent --- entertains Strap as: his fteward --- I 
take my leave of my friends, and goon board. 
_ ee the fhip arrives at the Downs. p. 309 
CHAP. LXV. I fet out for Suffex .-- confult 
_ Mrs. Sagely---atchieve an interview with Nar- — 
-ciffa---return to the fhip--- we get clear of the 
channel} ---- I learn our deftination ---- we are 
chaced by a large fhip --- the company are dif- 
mayed, and encouraged by the captain’s fpeech 
_e-- our purfuer happens to be an Englifh man of 
war --~ we arrive on the coaft of Guinea, pur-- 
chafe 400 negroes, fail for Paraguay, get fafe 
into the river of Plate, and fell our. cargo ‘to. 
great advantage. Pp. 319 

GHAP. LXVI. I am invited to the Villa of a 
Spanifh Don, where we meet with an Englifh. 
gentleman,.and make a very intercfting difcove- 
ry --- we leave Buenos Ayres, and arrive at 


- Jamaica. p- 331 
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CHAP. LXVII. I vifit my old friend Thom- 
fon --- we fet fail for Europe, meet with an odd 
adventure --- arrive in England -- -I ride acrofs 
the country from Portfmouth to Suffex ---con- 
verfe with Mrs. Sagely, who informs me of 
Narciffa’s being in London---in confequence of 
this intelligence, I proceed to Canterbury ---- 
meet with my old friend Morgan ---- arrive at. 
London --- vifit Narciffa---introduce my father 

' to her---he is charmed. with her good fenfe and 
beauty --- we come toa determination of de- - 
manding her brother’s confent to our marriage. 

. P- 343 

CHAP. LXVII. My father makes a. prefent 
to Narciffa—the letter is difpatched to. her bro- 
ther ---- I appear among my acquaintance.»-- 
Banter’s behaviour---the Squire refufes his con- 
fent --- my uncle comes to town---approves of 
my choice ----I am married ---- we meet the 
Squire and his lady at the play---our acquain- 
tance is courted, p- 357 

CHAP. LXLX. My father intends to revifit 
the place of his nativity --- we propofe to ac- 
company him---my uncle renews hi§ will in my 
favour, determines to goto fea again---we fet 
out for Edinburgh --- purchafe our paternal e- 
itate---proceed to it---halt at the town where-[ 
was educated---take up my bond to Crab---the 
behaviour of Potion and his wife, and of my 
female coufins ---our reception at the eftate ~- 
Strap marries Mifs Williams, and is fettled by 
my father. to his own fatisfaGtion ---I am more 
and more happy. | p- 306: 
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Rf fife chestiste feet esfestetestestecd ob atesteclsfe testes dh ost het to 
CHAP, XXXVII. 
We depart for _—— @ mifunderftanding 


arifes between the captain and furgeon, 
through the fcandalous afperfions of Cramp- 
ley the captain dies — Crampley tyran- 
nizes over the furgeon, who falls a vittim to 
bis cruelty -—— I am alfo ill ufed the 
frip firikes—the behaviour of Crampley and 
the feamen on that occafion.—lI get on fhore, 
challenge the captain to /ingle combat —— 
am treacheroufly knocked down, wounded 
and robbed, 


OW that I could return to my native 
N country inacreditable way, I felt excef- 
‘five pleafure-in finding my felf out of-fighte 
of that fatal ifland, which has been the Ee 


2 The Adventures of 
fo many Europeans; and as I was accommoda- | 
ted with every thing to render the paffage agrees 
able, I refolved to enjoy myfeif «as much as the 
infolence of Crampley would permit. — This. 
infidious flanderer had found means already to- 
caufe a mifunderftanding between the furgeon and 
captain, who by his age and infirmitigs was ren-. 
dered intolerably peevifh, his difpofition having alfo 
. been fowred by a long courfe of difappointments. 
He had a particular averfion to all young men, 
efpecially to furgeons, whom-he confidered as un-- 
neteflary animals on board of a fhip; — and in 
confequence of thefe fentiments, never confulted 
the doctor, notwithftaading his being feized with: 
a violent fit of the geut.and gravel ; but applied. 
to a cask of Holland-gin, which was his fovereign 
pre(cription againft all diftempers: Whether 
he was at this time too fparing, or took an over~: 
dofe of his cordial, certain it is, he departed in 
the night, without any ceremony, which indeed 
was a thing he always defpifed, and was found. 
ftiff, next morning, to the no fmall fatisfaction 
- of Crampley, who fucceeded to the command of 
the veilel.—For that very reafon, Mr. Tomlins. 
and I had no caufe to rejcice at this event, fearing 
that the tyranny cf our new commander would. 
now be as unlimited as his power.— The firft day 
of his command juftificd our apprehenfion: For: 
on -pretence. that the decks -were too much. 
crowded, he ordered the furgcon’s hen-coops, 
with all his fowls, to be thrown over: board ; and. 
at the fame time prohibited him and me from: 
appearing on the quarter-deck, Mr. Tcmlins. 
could not help complaining of thefe injuries, and. 
in the courfe of his expoftulation. dropped fume 
hafty words, of which Crampley taking hoid,. 
| 7 ec nfined. 
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eonfined: him to his cabbin, where, in a few-days, 
for want of air, he was attacked bya fever, 
which foon put an end to his life, after having. 
made his will, by which he bequeathed all his 
eftate, perfonal and real, to his filter ; and left to 
me his watch and inftruments as remembrances of 
his friendfhip.—¥ was penetrated with grief on this - 
melancholy occafion! the more becaufe there wag 
no body on board, to whom I could communicate. 
my forrows, or of whom I could receive the leaft. 
confolation or advice,-——Crampley was fo far from 
difcovering the leaft remorfe for his barbarity, at- 
the news of the furgeon’s death, that he infulted 
his memory in the moft abufive manner, and af~ 
firmed he had poifoned himfelf out of pure fear, 
dreading to be brought to a court-martial for mu~ 
tiny ; fds which reafon, he would not. fuffer the 
fervice of the dead to be read over his body be-. 
fore it was thrown over-board. . 
Nothing but a fpeedy deliverance could have- 
fupported me under the brutal fway of this ba- 
fhaw ; who to render my life the more irkfome, 
fignificd to my mefs-mates,. a defire that I fhould- 
be expelled from their fociety. — This was no- 
fooner hinted, than they granted his requeft; and 
I. was fain to eat in a folitary manner by myéelf: 
during the reft of the paflage, which however: 
foon drew to a period.. , 
We had been feven weeks at fea, when the- 
gunner told the captain, that by his reckoning 
we muft be in foundings,. and defired he would 
erder the lead to be heaved..— Crampley fwore, | 
he did not know how to keep the fhip’s way, for 
we were not: within 2 hundred leagues of found- | 
ings, and therefore he would not give himfelf the: 


trouble ta cait the lead.—According, we con- 
tinued 
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tinued our courfe all that afternoon and night. 
without fHortening fail, although the gunner pre- 
tended todifcover Scilly light ; and next morning 
protefted in form againft the captain’s conduét ; 
for which he was put in confirement.—We dif- 
covered no land all that day, and Crampley was 
ftill fo infatuated as to neglect founding : But at 
three o’clock in the morning, the fhip ftruck, 
and remained faft on a fand bank. This accident 
alarmed the whole crew; the boat was imme- 
diately hoifted out, but as we could not difcern 
which way the fhore lay, we were obliged to wait 
for daylight. In the mean time, the wind in- 
creafed, and the waves beat again{t the floop 
with fuch violence, that we expected fhe would. 
have gone to pieces. Ihe gunner was releafed 
and confulted: He advifed the captain to cut a- 
way the maft, in order to lighten her ; this was- 
performed without: fuccefs: The fatlors feeing- 
things in a defperate fituation, according to 
cuftom, broke up the chefts belonging to the 
officers, drefled themfelves tn their cloaths, drank 
their liquors without ceremony; and drunken-. 
nefs, tumult, end -confufion cnfued. --- In the. 
midft of this uproar, I went below to fecure my 
own effccts; and found the carpenter’s mate 
hewing down the purfer’s cabbin with bis hatchet, 
whiftiing all the while, with great compofure. | 
When I asked his intention in fo doing, he re- 
plied very calmly, ** I only want to tafte the. 
*© purfer’s rum, that’s all, matter.” --- At that 
inflant the purfer coming down, and feeing his - 
effets going to wreck, complained bitterly of - 
the injuttice done to him, and asked the fellow 
what occafion he bad. for liquor, when in alk 
likelihood he would be in eternity in a few-mi- 

— “nutes, 
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nutes. ‘* All’s one for that (faid the plunderer) 
“Jet us live while we can.” --- ** Miferable 
“© wretch that thou art! (cried the purfer) what 
“ muft be thy lot in the other world, if thou 
<¢ dieft in the commiffion of robbery ? ” ------- 
“c Why, hell, I fuppofe, (replied the other, with 
‘© preat deliberation,)” while the purfer fell on 
his knees and begged of heayen that we might 
not all perifh for the fake of one Jonas, --------= 
During this dialogue, I cloathed myfelf in my 
beft apparel, girded on my hanger, ftuck my 
piftols loaded in my belt, difpofed of all my 
valuable moveables about my perfon, and 
came upon deck, with a refolution of taking the 
firft opportunity to get on fhore, which when 
the day broke, appeared at the diftance of three 
miles a-head,---Crampley finding his efforts to get 
the fhip off ineffe€tual, determined to confult his 
own fafety, by going into the boat, which he had 
no fooner done, than the fhip’s company followed 
fo faft, that fhe would have funk along-fide, had 
not fome one wifer than the reft cut the rope and 
put off.---But before this happened, I had made 
feveral attempts to get in, and was always baulked 
by the captain, who was fo eager in excluding 
me, that he did not mind the endeavours of any 
other body.---Enraged at this inhuman partiality, 
and feeing the rope cut, I pulled one of my 
piftols from my belt, and cocking it, {wore I 
would fhoot any man who fhould prefume to ob- 
ftruét my entrance. So faying, I leaped with 
my full exertion, and got on board of the beat 
with the lofs of the skin of one of my fhins. --> 
I chanced in my defcent to overturn Crampley, 
who no fooner got up than he ftruck at me feve- 
ral times with a cutlafs, and ordered the men to 


throw — 
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throw me overboard; but they were too anxious 
about their own fafety to mind what he faid.--- 
Though the boat was very deeply loaded, and the 
fea terribly high, we made fhift to get upon dry, 
land in lefs than an hour after we parted 
from the floop.---As foon as I fet foot on terra 
firma, my indignation, which had boiled fo long 
within me, broke out againft Crampley, whom 
I immediately challenged to fingle combat, pre- 
fenting my piftols, that he might take his choice ; 
He took one without hefitation, and before I 
could cock the other fired in my face, throwing 
the piftel after the fhot. —- I fele myfelf ftun- 
ned, and imagining the bullet had entered my 
brain, difcharged mine as quick as pofhble, 
that 1 might. not die unrevenged ; then flying 
upon my antagonift, knocked out  feveral 
of his fore-teeth with the but-end of the piece; 
and would certainly have made an end of him 
with that inftrument, had he not difengaged him- 
felf, and feized his cutlafs, which he had given to 
his fervant when he received the piftol. Seeing 
him armed in this manner, I drew my hanger, 
and having flung my piftol at his head, clofed 
with him in a tranfport of fury, and thruft my 
weapon into his mouth, which it enlarged on 
one fide to his ear. --- Whether the fmart of this 
wound difconcerted him, or the unevennefs of the 
ground made him reel, I know not, but he ftag- 
gered fome paces back : I followed clofe, and with 
one ftroke cut the tendons of the back of his hand, 
upon which his cutlafh dropt, and he remained 
defencelefs.---F know not with what cruelty my. 
rage might have infpired me, if J had not at 
that inftant, been felled to the ground by a blow. 
om the back part of my head, which deprived oe 
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of aff fenfation.—When I recovered the ufe of 
my underftanding, I found myfelf alone in a de- 
folate place, ftript of my cloaths, money, watch, 
buckles, and every thing but my fhoes, ftockings, 
breeches, and fhirt.—What a difcovery muft this. 
be to me, who but an hour before, was worth 
fixty guineas in eafh! I curfed the hour of my 
birth, the parents that gave me being; the fea 
that did not fwallow me up, the poignard of the 
enemy, which could not find the way to my 
heart, the villainy of thofe who had left me in 
that miferable condition, and in the extacy of de- 
fpair, refolved to lie ftil} where I was and perifh. 


OIPAIRIOEIReSEAEIS SIMs 
| CHAP, XXXVIIL 


I get up, and crawl into a barn, where lam 
in danger of perifoing thro’ the fear of the 
country people———their inbumanity——I 
am fuccoured by a reputed witch ber 
ory her advice———fbe recommends me. 
as a valet to a fingle lady, whofe character 
fhe explains. 


UT as I lay ruminating, my paffion infenfi- 

bly abated ; I confidered my fituation in quite’ 
anvther light from that in which it appeared to 
me at firft, and the refule of my deliberation 
was to get up if I could, and crawl to the next 
inhabited place for affiftance.—With fome diffi- 
culty I got upon my legs, and having examined 
my body, found I had received no other injury” 


than two large’ contufed wounds, one on a 
c 
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fore and another on the hinder part of my head ; 
which feemed to be occafioned by the fame wea- 
pon ; namely, the butt-end ofa piftol. I looked 


towards the fea, but could difcern no remains of | 


the fhip ; which made me conclude fhe had gone 
to pieces, and that thofe who remained in her 
had perifhed: But,-as I afterwards learned, the 
gunner, who had more fagacity than Crampley, 
obferving that it was flood when we left her, 


and that fhe would poffibly float at high-water, - 


made no noife about getting on fhore, but con- 


tinued on deck, in hopes of bringing her fafe in- 


to fome harbour, after the commander had de- 
ferted her, for which he expected, no doubt, to 
be handfomely rewarded.—This he accordingly 
performed, and was promifed great things by the 
admiralty for faving his Majefty’s fhip; but [ 
never heard he reaped the fruits of his expeéta- 
tion.—As for my own part, I directed my courfe 
towards a {mall cottage I perceived, and in the 


road picked up a feaman’s old jacket, which I — 


fuppofe the thief who drefled himfelf in my 
cloaths had thrown away; this was a very com- 


fortable acquifition to me, who was almoft. {tiff — 


with cold: I therefore put it on, and as my na- 
‘tural keit revived, my wounds, which had left 
off bleeding, burft out afrefh ; fo that finding my- 


felf exceffively exhaufted, I was about to lie. 


down in the fields, when I difcovered a barn on 
my left hand, within a few yards of me; thither 
I made fhift to ftagger, and finding the door 
open, went in, butfaw no body; upon which I 
threw myfelf upon a trufs of ftraw, hoping to be 
foon relieved by fome perfon or other.—I had not 
lain here many minutes, wh€n I faw a country- 
‘mgan come in with a pitch-fork in his hand, 
a which 


~ - 
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which he was upon the point of thrufting inte 
the fraw that concealed me, and in all probabi- 
lity would have done my bufinefs, had I not ut- 
tered a dreadful groan, after having eflayed in 
vain to fpeak.—This melancholy note alarmed 
the clown, who ftarted back, and difcovering a 
body all befmeared with blood, ftood trembling, 
with the pitch-fork extended before him, his hair 
erect, his eyes ftaring, his noftrils dilated, and 
his mouth wide open.—At another time, I fhould 
have been much diverted with this figure, which 
preferved the fame attitude very near ten mi- 
nutes, during which time I made many un- 
fuccefsful efforts to implore his compaffion and 
afiftance ; but my tongue failed me, and my 
language was only a repetition of groans: At 
length an old man: arrived, who feeing the other 
in fuch a pofture, cried, ** Mercy upon en! the 
‘6 leaad’s bewitch’d !—why Dick, beeft thou be- 
“© fayd thyfelf?’’? — Dick, without moving his 
eyes from the object that terrified him, replied, 
“ O vather! vather! here be either the devil or 
“© a dead mon: I doan’t know which o’en, but 
‘“¢ a groans woundily.”.—The father, whofe eye- 
fight was none of the beft, pulled ont his fpec- 
tacles, and having applied them to his nofe, re- 
connoitred me over his fon’s fhoulder:. But no 
fooner did he behold me, than he was feized with 
afit of fhaking, even more violent than Dick’s, 
and with a broken accent addreffed me thus: ** In 
‘* the name of the Vather, Zun, and Holy Ghofty, 
‘* I charge you an you been Satan to begone to the 
“© Red-Zea; but an you bea moordered mon, 
‘€ fpeak, that you may have a chriftom burial.’ . 

_ As I was notin a condition to fatisfy him in this 
particular, he repeated. his cgnjuration to no a 
: \ : pole 5 
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 pofe; and they continued a good while in the 


agonies of fear.—At length the father propofed, 
that the fon fhould draw nearer and take a more 
diftin& view of the apparition ; but Dick was of 
Opinion that his father thould advance: firft, as 
being an old man paft his labour, and if he re 
ceived any mifchief, the lofs would be the fmal- 
der; whereas he himfelf might efcape, and be 
ufeful in his generation.—T his prudential reafon 
had no effect upon the fenior, who ftili kept Dick 
between me and him.—In the mean time I en- 
deavoured to raife one hand as a fignal of diftrefs, 
but had only ftrength fufficient to caufe a ruftling 
among the ftraw, which difcompofed the young 
peafant fo much, that he {prung out at.the door, 
and overthrew his father in his fight.—T he old 
gentleman would not fpend time in getting up, 
but crawled backwards like a crab, with great 
fpeed, till he had got over the threfhold, mum- 
bling exorcifms all the way.—I was exceedingly 
mortified to find myfelf. in danger of perifhing 
through the ignorance and cowardice of thefe 
clowns ; and felt my {fpirits decay apace, when 
an old woman entered the barn, followed by the 
two fugitives, and with great intrepidity ad- 
vanced to the place where 1 lay, faying, ‘* If it 
€¢ be the devil I fearen not, and for a dead mon . 
*© acando.us no harm.”—When ‘fhe faw my 
condition, fhe cried, ** Here be no devil, butin 
‘© youren fool’s head.—Here be a poor miferable 
‘¢ wretch, bleeding to death, and if hedies, we 
“¢ muft be at the charge of burying him ; there- 
$6 fore Dick, go vetch the ald wheel-barrow 
<< and puten in, and carry him to: good-man 
<° Hodge’s back-door, he is more eable than we 
#6 to lay out money upon poor vagrants.” 
i 


Her 
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Her advice was taken, and immediately put in 
execution: I was rolled to the other farmer’s 
door, where I was tumbled out like a heap of 
dung ; and would certainly have fallen a prey 
to the hogs, if my groans had not difturbed the 


family, and brought fome of them out to view 


my’ fituation.—But Hodge refembled the Jew 
more than the good Samaritan, and ordered mé 


_to be carried to the houfe of the parfon, whofe 


bufinefs it was to practife as, well as to preach 
charity : obferving that it was fufficient for him 
to pay his gucta towards the miaintenance of the 
poor belonging to his own parifh._— When I was 
fet down at the vicar’s gate, he fell intoa migh, 
ty paffion, and threatned to excommunicate him 
who fent as well as thofe who brought me, un- 
dcfs they would move me immediately to ano, 
ther place---About this time I fainted with the 
fatigue had. undergone, and afterwards under 
ftood that I was bandied from door to door 
through a whole village, no body having huma- 
nity enough to adminifter the leaft relief to me, 
until an old woman, who was fufpected of witch- 
craft by the neighbourhood, hearing of my diftrefs, 
received me into her houfe, and. having drefled 
my wounds, brought me to myfelf with cordials 
of her own preparing.---I was treated with great 
care and tendernefs by this grave matron, who, 
after I had recovered fome ftrength, defired to 
know the particulars of my laft . difafter.------ 
‘This piece of fatisfa€tion I could not refufe to one 
who had faved my life, therefore related all my 
adventures without exaggeration or referve. She 
Seemed furprifed at the viciffitudes I had under- 
gone, and drew a happy prefage of my future 
life, from my paft fufferings, then launched out 


into 
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into the praife of adverfity with fo much ardour 
and good fenfe, that I concluded fhe wasa per- 
fon who had feen better days, and conceived 
a longing defire to hear her ftory. — She perceiv- 
ed my drift by fome words I dropped, and 
{miling, told me, there was nothing either enter- 
taining or extraordinary in the courfe of her for-_ 
tune; but however, fhe would commuuicate it 
to me, in confideration of the confidence I had 
repofed in her. ---** It is of little confequence . 
‘* (faid fhe) to tell the names of my parents, 
‘* ‘who are dead many years ago: let it fuffice to 
‘¢ affure you, they were wealthy, and had no 
S¢ other child than me, fo that } was looked 
<< upon as heirefs to a ¢onfiderable eftate, and _ 
‘© tiezed with addreffes on that account. Among 
“© the number of my admirers, there was a 
‘© young gentleman of no fortune, whofe fole 
‘© dependence was on his promotion in the ar- 
<* my, in which at that time he bore a lieu- 
‘© tenant’s commiffion.--- I conceived an affection 
‘< for this amiable officer; which in a fhort time 
© encreafed to a violent paffion, and, without 
¢¢ entering into minute circumftances,married him 
¢< privately. --- We had not enjoyed one another 
«© long, in ftolen interviews, when he was or- 
«¢ dered with his regiment to Flanders ; but be- 
‘© fore he fet out, it was agreed between us, 
<¢ ‘that he fhould declare our marriage to my fa- 
© ther by letter, and implore his pardon for the 
- §© {tep we had taken without his approbation. --- 
‘© This was done while I was abroad vifiting, 
“6 and juft as I was about to return home, I 
‘¢ received a letter from my father, importing, 
¢ that fince [had acted fo undutifully and mean- 
‘ly, asto marry a beggar, without his privity. 
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“or confent, to the difgrace of his family, a9 
“ well as the difappointment of his hopes, he 
“ rnounced me to the miferable fate 1 had 
“entailed upon myfelf, and charged me never 
* to fet foot within his doors again. — This 
“¢ rigid fentence was confirmed by my mother, 
‘who, in a poftfcript, gave me to underftand 
*“‘ that her fentiments were ‘exactly confarmable 
“© to thofe of my father, and that’ I might fave 
“ myfelf the trouble of making any applications, 
“ for her refolution was unalterable.— Thunder- 
* ftruck with my evil fortune, I called a coach, 
‘“‘ and drove to my hufband’s lodgings, where I 
“ found him waiting the event of his letter, — 
“ Though he could eafily divine by my looks, 
“ the iffue of his declaration, he read with greae 
“ fteadinefs the epiftle I had received; and with: 
‘Sa fmile full of tendernefs, which I fhell ne- 
‘“ ver forget, embraced me, faying, I believe the 
“* good lady your mother might have {pared herfelf 
“° the trouble of the laft part of her poft{cript.— 
“Vell, my dear Betty, you mufl lay afide all 
“ thoughts of a coach, till I can procure the com- 
“© mand of a regiment.———This unconcerned be- 
‘© haviour, while it enabled me to fupport my. 
““ reverfe of fortune, at the fame time endeared. 
‘‘ him to me the more, by convincing me of 
his difinterefted views in efpoufing me. ---- 
‘““ T was next day boarded in company with the 
‘* wife of another officer, who had long been the 
‘© friend and confident of my hufband, at a vil- 
‘© Jase not far from London, where they parted 
“ with us in the moft melting manner, went to 
‘° Flanders, and were killed in fight of one 
another at the battle of the Wood.— Why. 
‘© fhould I tire you with a defcription of our un- 
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*¢ utterable forrow at the fatal news of this event, 
“© the remembrance of. which now fills my aged 


€¢ 


66 


eyes’ with tears! When our grief fubfided a 
little, and reflection came to our aid, we 
found ourfelves deferted by the whole world, 
and in danger of perifhing for want: Where- 
upon we tade application for the penfion, and 
were put upon the lift. Then vowing eternal 
friendfhip, fold our jewels and fuperfluous 
cloaths, retired to this place (which is in the 
county of Suffex) bought this little houfe, 
where we lived many years in a folitary manner, 
indulging our mutual forrow, ’till it pleafed 
heaven to call away my companion two years 
ago ; fince which time I have lingered out an 
unhappy being, in hopes of a fpeedy diffolu- 
tion, when I promife myfelf the eternal re- 
ward of all my cares.—In the mean time, 
(continued fhe) I muft inform you of the 
character I bear among my neighbours.—— 
My converfation being different from that of 
the inhabitants of the village, my reclufe way 
of life, my fkill in curing diftempers, which 
I acquired from books fince I fettled here, 
and laftly, my age, have made the common 
people look upon me as fomething preter- 


natural, and I am a@tually at this hour be- 


lieved to be a witch. ‘The parfon of the pa- 


-rifth, whofe acquaintance I have not been at 


much ‘pains to cultivate, taking umbrage at 


my fuppofed drfrefpe€t, has contributed nota | 
little towards the confirmation of this opinion, . 


by dropping certain hints to my prejudice, 
among the vulgar, who are alfo very much 
fcandalized at my entertaining this poor tabby 
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cat with the collar about her neck, which was 
‘Sa favourite of my deceafed companion.” 

' The whole behaviour of this venerable per- 
fon, was fo primitive, innocent, fenfible, and 
humane, that I contraéted a filial refpect for her, 
and begged her advice with regard to my future 
conduét, as foon as I was in a condition to a& 
for myfelf. — She diffuaded me from a defign I 
had formed of travelling to London in hopes of 
retrieving ‘my cloaths and pay, by returning to 
my fhip, which by this time, I read in the news 
paper, was fafely arrived in the river Thames : 
‘¢ Becaufe (faid fhe) you run the hazard of being 
©¢ treated not only asa deferter, in quitting the 
¢¢ floop, but alfo as a mutineer in aflaulting your 
ts commanding officer, to the malice of whofe 
‘¢ revenge you will moreover be expofed.”’—She 
then promifed to recommend me as a fervant to 
a fingle lady of her acquaintance, who lived in 
the neighbourhood with her nephew, who was 
a young fox-hunter of great fortune, where I 
might be very happy, provided I could bear 
with the difpofition and manners of my miftrefs, 
which were fomewhat whimfical and particular, © 
~— But above all things, fhe counfelled me to 
conceal my ftory, the knowledge of which would 
effeGtually poifon my entertainment; for it was 
a maxim among moft people of condition, that 
mo gentleman in diftrefs ought to be admitted 
into a family, as a domeftic, left he become 
proud, lazy, and infolent.—I was fain to em~ 
brace this humble propofal, becaufe my affairs 
were defperate ; and in a few days was hired by 
this lady, to ferve in quality of her footman 3 be- 
ing reprefented by my hoftefs, as a young many 
who having been fent fo fea by his relations 
- B22 again{t 
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againtt his inclinations, was fhipwrecked and rob- 
bed, which had encreafed his difguft to that way. 
of life- fo much, that he rather chofe to go to 
fervice on fhore than enter himfelf on board ,of 
any other fhip.—Before I took pofleffion of my 
new place, fhe gave me a fketch of. my miftrefs’s 
character, that I might know better how to re-, 
gulate my condu&. ** Your lady (faid fhe) is a 
<< maiden of forty years, not fo remarkable for 
‘s her beauty as her learning and tafte, which is 
‘© famous all over the country.— Indeed fhe is a 
“© perfe female virtucf, and fo eager after the 
‘* purfuit of knowledge, that fhe neglects her 
“© perfon even to a degree of fluttifhnels ; this 
“* negligence, together with her contempt for 
“© the male part of the creation, gives her ne- 
©¢ phew no great concern, as by that means, he 
<< will probably keep her fortune, which is con- 
<¢ fiderable, in the family. He therefore permits 
“¢ her to live in her own way, which is fome- 
‘© thing extraordinary, and gratifies her in all 
‘© her whimfical defires. — Her apartment is at 
<¢ fome diftance from the other inhabited parts 
*¢ of the houfe ; and confifts of adining room, 
¢ bed-chamber and ftudy : She keeps a cook- 
S¢ maid, waiting-woman, and footman of her 
“< own, and feldom eats or converfes with any 
“¢ of the family, but her neice, who is a very 
“¢ lovely creature, and humours her aunt often 
<* to the prejudice of her own health, by fitting 
te zh her whole nights together ; for your 
| Views is too much “of a philofopher to be 
od by the cuftoms of the world, and ne- 
~-  =3 or ents as other people do. —— 
ee ald Benenss fhe profefles the 
es cad nelicves the earthy 
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“ air, and fea are inhabited by invifible beings, 
*< with whom it is poffible for the human fpecies 
“* to entertain correfpondence and intimacy, on 
“ the eafy condition of living chafte.—As fhe 
“* hopes one day to be admitted into an acquain- 
** tance of this kind, fhe no fooner heard of me 
“‘ and my cat, than fhe paid me a vifit, with 
** a view, as fhe has fince owned, to be intro- 
** duced to my familiar ; and was greatly mor- 
‘ tihed to find herfelf difappointed in her ex- 
“* pectation. Being by this,vifionary turn of 
*¢ mind, abftraéted as it were from the world, 
*‘ fhe cannot advert to the common occur- 
“* rences of life ; and therefore is frequently fo: 
‘* abfent as to commit very ftrange miftakes 
** and extravagancies, which you will. do well 
. to rectify and repair, as your prudence {hall. 
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My reception by that lady ——I1 become ena~ 
moured of Narcifla—— recount the parti« 


culars of my laf misfortune acquire 
the good opinion of my miftrefs- an 
account of the young *Squire I am made 


acquainted with more particulars of Nar- 
ciffa’s fituation — conceive @ mortal batred 
againft Sir Timothy-—— examing my lady’ s 
library and pexformances ber eairanegent 
bebaviour. 


RAUGHT with thefe ufeful inftru@ions, 

I repaired to the place of her habitation, 

and was introduced by the waiting-woman, to 
the prefence of my lady, who had not before 
feen me.—She fat in her ftudy, with one foot 
on the ground, and the other upon a high ftool 
at forhe diftance from her feat 5 her fandy locks 
hung down in a diforder I cannot call beautiful 
from her head, which was deprived of its coif, for 
the benefit of fcratching with one hand, while 
fhe held the flump of a pen in the other.—— 
Her fore-head was high and wrinkled, her eyes 
large, grey and prominent} her nofe long, fharp 
and aquiline ; her mouth of vaft capacity ; her 
vifage meagre and freckled, and her chin peeked 
like a fhoemaker’s paring-knife : Her upper-lip 
contained a large quantity of plain Spanifh, which 
by continual falling, had embroidered her Hee 
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that was not naturally very white, and the breaft 
of her gown, that flowed loofe about her with 
a negligence truly poetic, difcovering linen that 
was very fine, and to all appearance, . never wa/b- 
ed but in Caftahan fireams. — Around her lay 
heaps of books, globes, quadrants, telefcopes, 
and other learned apparatus: Her {nuff-box ftood 
at her right hand, at her left lay her handker- 
chief fufficiently ufed, and a convenience to {pit 
in appeared on one fide of her chair.— Being in 
a reverie when we entered, the maid did not 
think proper to difturb her ; fo that we waited 
fome minutes unobferved, during: which time, 
fhe bit the quill feveral times, altered her pofitions 
made many wry faces, and at length, with ar 
air of triumph, repeated. aloud ; : 


“Nor dare th’ immortal Gods my rage oppofe | ’” 


Having .committed her fuccefs to paper, fhe 
turned toward the door, and perceiving us, cried, 
‘s What's the matter ? ’—°* Here’s the young 
‘© man (replied my conduétrefs) whom Mrs. 
_ © Sagely reeommended as a footman to your 
‘¢ ladyfhip.”” On this information, fhe ftared 
in my face a confiderable time, and then afked my 


name, which I thought proper fo conceal under 


that of John Brown.—After having furveyed me 
with a curious eye, fhe broke out into ‘* O } 
“6 ay, thou wa’ft fhipwrecked I remember. — 
“6 Whether didft thou come on fhore on the 
‘6 back of a whale or a dolphin?’ Tothis I an- 
fwered, I had fwam afhore without any af- 
fiftance.—T hen fhe demanded to know if I had 


ever been at the Hellefpont, .and fwam from 


Seftos to Abydos, I replied in the negative : 
Bs, Upon 


20 The Adventures of 


Upon which, fhe bid the'maid order a fuit of 
new livery for me, and inftru@ me in the articles 
of my duty ; fo faving, the fpit in her fnuff-box, 
and wiped her nofe with her cap which lay on 
the table, inftead of a handkerchief.—-We. re- 
turned to the kitchin, where I was regaled by 
the maids, who feemed to outvie with one 
another, in expreffing their regard for me. — 
From them I underftood, that my bufinefs con- 
fifted in cleaning knives and forks, laying the 
cloath, waiting at table, carrying meflages, and 
attending my lady when fhe went abroad. —— 
‘There being a very good fuit of livery in the 
houfe,-which had belonged to my predeceflor 
deceafed, I drefled myfelf in it, and found it 
fitted me exactly, fo that there was no occafion 
for employing a taylor on my account. — I had 
not been: long equipped in this manner, whtn my 
Jady’s bell rung; upon which I ran up ftairs, and. 
found her {talking about the room in her fhift 
and under-petticoat only ; I would have immedi- 
ately retired, as became me, but fhe bid me come 
in, and. air a clean fhift for hers; which having 
done with fome backwardnefs, fhe put it on be- 
fore me without any ceremony, and I verily be- 
lieve. was ignorant of my fex all the time, being 
guite abforpt in contemplation. — About. four- 
. o'clock in the afternoan, I was ordered to lay the 
cloth, and place two covers, which | underftood 
was for my miftrefs and her niece, whom I had not 
as yet feen.— Though I was not very dexterous 
at this operation, I performed it pretty well for 
a beginner, and when dinner was upon the table, . 
faw my miftrefs approach accompanied with the. 
young lady, whofe name for the prefent fhall be. 


Narcifla. — So much fweetnefs appeared in the 
- x countenance 
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countenance and carriage of this amiable appari-. 
tion, that my heart was captivated at firft 
fight, and while dinner lafted 1 gazed upon her 
without intermiffion. --- Her age feemed to be 
feventeen, her ftature tall, her fhape unexcep- 
tionable, her hair,. that fell down upon her ivary 
neck in ringlets, black as jet; her arched eye- 
brows of the fame colour; her eyes piercing, 
yet tender; her lips of the confiftence and hue of 
cherries ; her complexion clear, . délrcate and 
‘healthy ; her: afpect. noble, ingen’ous and ha- 
-mane; and the whele fo -ravifhly - delightful, 
that it was. impofiible for. any creature, endued 
with fenfibility, to fee without admiring, and ad- 
mire’ without loving her to excefs! How often 
did J curfe: the fervile ftation, .thae placed me-fo 
infinitely beneath the regard of this idol of my 
adoration! and how often. did I blefs my fate, 
that enabled me to enjoy daily the fight of fo- 
much perfection! When fhe fpoke; I liftened: 
with pleafure; but when fhe fpoke to me, my 
foul was. thrilled with an. extafy of. tumultuous 
joy ! I was even fo happy as to be the fubject.of 
their converfation: For Narciffa having obferved 
me, faid to her aunt, °* I fee your new footman. 
‘6 is come.” Then addreffing herfelf to me, 
asked,. with ineffable complacency, if I was:the 
perfon who had been fo cruelly ufed by robbers? 
When I fatisfied her in this, fhe expreffed a defire- 
of knowing the particulars of my fortune both be-- 
fore and fince my being fhipwrecked : Hereupon 
(as Mrs. Sagely had counfelled'me) I. told-her, 
that I had. been bound apprentice to the matter of 
a-fhip, contrary to my inclination, which fhip 
had foundered at fea ; --- that.I and: four more, 
who chanced to be on deck when fhe went down, . 
. B 5 , made 
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made fhift to fwim to the fhore, where my come 
panions, after having overpowered me; ftript 
me to the fhirt, and left me, as they imagin’d, 
dead of the wounds I received in my own de- 
fence: Then I related the circumftances of my 
being found in a barn, with the inhuman. treat- 
ment I met with from the country people and 
parfon; which I perceived, drew tears from the 
charming creature’s eyes! When I had finifhed 
my recital, my miftrefs faid, ‘* Afa fey! le gar- 
©° con off bien fait !?? To which opinion Nar- 
cif affented, with a compliment to my under- 
ftanding in the fame language, that flattered my 
vanity extremely. 

The converfation, among other fubjeés, turned 
upon the young "Squire, whom my lady enquired: 
after, under the title of the Savage ; and’ was in- 
formed by her niece, that he was {till in bed, re- 
pairing the fatigue of Jlaft night’s debauch, and 
recruiting ftrength and fpirits to undergo a fox- 
chace to-morrow morning, in company with Sir 
Timothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a great 
many other gentlemen of the fame ftamp, whone 
he had invited on that occafion ; fo that by day- 
break, the whole houfe would be in an uproar. 
--+ This was a very difagreeable piece of news to 
the virtusfi, who protetted fhe would ftuff her 
ears with cotton when fhe went to bed, and take 
a dofe of opium to make her fleep the more found, 
that fhe might not be citurbed and diftraéted by 
the clamour of the brutes. - 

_ When their dinner was over, I and my fellow- 
fervants fat down to ours in the kitchen, where 
I underftood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a 
wealthy knight in the neighbourhood, between 
whom and Narcifla a match had been. projected. 
b 


ae ee ES a BS 
- zy 2. aes om. 


Roperrcr Ranpom. 23. 

by ber brother, who promifed at the fame time. 

to efpoufe Sir Timothy’s fitter ; by which meangg. 

as their fortunes were pretty equal, the young. 

ladies would be provided for, and their brothers. 

be never the poorer; but that the ladies did not 

concur in the fcheme, each of them entertaining, 
a hearty contempt for the perfon allotted to her 
for a husband, by this agreement.—This infor- 
mation begat in me a mortal averfion to Sir 
Timothy, whom I Jooked upon as my rival, 
and curfed in my heart for his prefumption.— 
Next morning by day-break, being awaked by. 
the noife of the hunters and hounds, I got up to 
view the cavalcade, and had a fight of my com- 
petitor, whofe accomplifhments (the eftate ex~ 
cluded) did not feem brilliant enough to give 
me much. uneafinefs with refpect to Narciflay 
who, I flattered myfelf, was not to be won by 
fuch qualifications as he was matter of, either 
as to.perfon or mind. — My miftrefs, notwith- 
flanding her precaution, was fo much difturbed 
by her nephew’s company, that fhe did not rife 
till five o’clock in the afternoon : So that I bad 
an opportunity of examining her ftudy at lei- 
fure, to which I was ftrongly prompted by my 
curiofity. --- Here I found a thoufand {craps of 
her own poetry, confifting of three, four, ten, 
twelve and twenty lines, on.an infinity of fub- 
jects, which, as whim infpired, fhe had begun, 
without conftancy or capacity to bring to any 
degree of compcfition :| But what was very ex 
traordinary in a female poet, there was not the 
Jeaft mention made of love in any of her perfor- 
mances.—IJ counted fragments of five tragediess 
the titles of which were, ‘* The ftern Pnilofo- 
“© fopher.—T he double. Murder. — The facrile- 
B 6 * gious 
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<¢ gious Traitor. —The fall of Lucifer; — And 
‘6 the Laft Day.’’ From whence I gathered, 
that her difpofition was gloomy, and her imagina- 
tion delighted with objects of horror.—Her li- 
brary was compofed of the beft Englith hiftorians, 
poets, and philofophers ; of all the French cri- 
ticks and poets, and of a few books in Italian, 
chiefly poetry, at the head of which were Taffo 
and Ariofto, pretty much ufed. — Befides thefe, 
tranflations of the claflicks into French, but not 
one book in Greek ot Latin; a circumftance 
that difcovered her tonorance of thefe languages. 
—After having taken a full view of this col- 
lection, I retired, and at the ufual time was 
preparing to lay the cloth, when I was told by 
the maid that her miftrefs was ftiJl in bed, and 
had been fo affected with the notes of the hounds 
in the morning, that fhe actually believed herfelf 
a hare befet with the hunters ; and begged a few 
greens to munch for her breakfaft. — When I 
teftified my furprize at this unaccountable ima- 
gination, fhe let me know that her lady was very 
much fubje& to whims of this nature; fome- 
times fancying herfelf an animal, fometimes a 
piece of furniture, during’ which conceited tranf- 
formations, it was very dangerous to come near 
her, efpecially when fhe reprefented a beaft ; for 
that lately, in the character of a cat, fhe had 
flown at her and fcratched her face in a terrible 
manner. ; — that fome months ago, fhe prophe- 
fied the general conflagration was at hand, and: 
nothing would be able to quench it, but her 
water, which therefore fhe kept fo long that her 
life was in danger; and fhe muft_ needs have 
died of the retention, had they not found an 
expedient to make ker evacuate, by kindling a 

bonfire 
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bonfire under her chamber window, and per- 
fuading her that the houfe was in flames; upon 
which, with great deliberation, fhe bid them 
bring all the tubs and veffels they could find, to 
be filled, for the prefervation of the houfe, into 
one of which fhe immediately difcharged the 
caufe of her diftemper.—I was alfo informed, that 
nothing contributed fo much to the recovery of 
her reafon, as mufick, which was always admi- 
niftred on thefe occafions by Narciffa, who play’d 
perfe&tly well on the harpficord, and to whom 
fhe (the maid) was juft then going to intimate 
her aunt’s diforder. —- She was no fooner gone, 
than I was fummoned by the bell to my lady’s 
chamber, where I found her fitting fquat on her 
hams, on the floor, in the manner of pufs when 
fhe liftens to the cries of her purfuers, --- When 
T appeared, fhe ftarted up with an alarmed. 
Jook, and fprung to the other fide of the 
‘room to avoid me, whom, without doubt, fhe 
miftook for a beagle thirfting after her life.----- 
Perceiving her extreme confufion, Tretired, and 
on the ftair-cafe met the adorable Narciffa com- 
ing up, to whom I imparted the fituation of my 
miftrefs : She faid not a word, but fmiling with 
unfpeakable grace, went into her: aunt’s apart- 
ment, and in a little time my ears-were ravifhed 
with the effets of ber skill. --- She accompanied | 
the inftrument with a voice fo fweet and melo- 
dious, that I did not wonder at the furprizing 
change it produced: on tht fpirits of my mittrefs, 
which were foon compofed to peace and fober 
refleCtion. | 

-About feven o’clock the hunters arrived, with 
the skins of two foxes and one badger, carried 


beforé them as trophies of their fuccefs ; and 
whin 
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when they were about to fit down to dinner (of 
fupper) Sir Timothy Thicket detired that N2rciffa 
would honour the table with her prefence: But 
this, notwithftanding her brother’s threats and in- 
treaties, fhe refufed, on pretence of attending her 
aunt, who was indifpofed ; fo that I enjoyed the 
fatisfaction of feeing my rival mortified : But this 
difappointment made no great impreffion on 
him, who confoled himfelf with the bottle, of 
which the whole company became fo enRmoured, 
that after a moft horrid uproar of laughing, fing- 
ing, {wearing, dancing, and fighting, they were 
all carried to bed in a ftate of utter oblivion.--- 
My duty being altogether detached from the 
*Squire and his family, I led a pretty eafy and 
comfortable life, drinking daily intoxicating 
draughts of love from the charms of Narciffa, 
which brightened on my contemplation, cvery 
day, more and more.---Inglorious as my ftation 
was, I became blind to my own unworthinefs, 
and even conceived hopes of one day enjoying this 
amiable creature, whofe affability greatly encou- 
raged thefe prefumptuous thoughts. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL. | 

She ts furprized at my learning 
cates her performances to me 
part fome of mine to ber 
at hew faint praife Narcifla approves 
of my production I gain an involun- 
sary conqueft over the cook-wench and dairy- 


maid——their mutual refentment and in- 
Sinuations——-the jealoufy of their lovers. 


COMMUNI = 
I im- 
am mortified 


URING this feafon of love and tranquil- 

lity, my mufe, which had lain dormant fo 

long, awoke, and produced feveral fmall per- 
formances on the fubje&t of my flame: But as it 
concerned me nearly to remain undifcovered in: 
my real character and fentiments, I was under a 
neceffity of mortifying my defire of praife, by 
confining my works to my own perufal and 
applaufe.—In the mean time | ftrove to infinuate 
myfelf into the good opinion of both ladies 5 
and fucceeded fo well, by my diligenceand dutiful 
behaviour, that in a little time, I was at leaft a 
favourite fervant;. and frequently enjoyed the 
pleafure of hearing myfelf mentioned in French 
and Italian, with fome degree of warmth and 
furprize, by the dear objgé of all my wifhes, as 
a perfon who had fo much of the gentleman in 
my appearance and difcourfe, that fhe could rot 
‘for her foul treat me like a common lacquey.— 
My prudence and modefty were not long proof 

agai 
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againft thefe bewitching compliments. One day,- 
while I waited at dinner, the converfation turned 
upon a knotty paflage of Taffo’s Gierufalem, 
which, it feems, had puzzled them both: Aftera 
great many unfatisfactory conjectures, my miftiefs 
taking the book out of her pocket, turned up.the 
place. in queftion, and read the fentence. over 
and over without fuccefS; at length, defpairing 
of finding the author’s meaning, fhe turned: to 
me, faying, ** Come hither, Bruno, let us fee’ 
“* what fortune will do for us ; I will interpret 
** to thee what goes before and what follows 
*© this obfcure paragraph, the particular words of 
** which I will alfo explain, that thou mayft, 
“<‘ by comparing one with another, guefs the 
© fenfe of that which perplexes-us.””—I was-toe 
vain to let flip-this opportunity of difplaying my 
talents, therefore, without hefitation, read and 
explained the whole of that which had difcon- 
certed them, to the utter aftonifhment of both.. 
—Narciffa’s face and lovely neck were overfpread - 
with blufhes, from whence I drew a favourable 
omen, while her aunt, after having ftared at me 
a good while with a look of amazement, ex~ 
claimed, ‘* In the name of heaven! Who art 
“* thou? ”’——T told her I had picked up a {mat- 
tering of Italian, during a voyage up the Straits. 
— At this fhe fhook her head, and obferved, that. 
no fmatterer could read as I had done. —She then 
defired to Know if I underftccd French, to which 
I anfwering in the affirmative ; She asked if I was 
aceuainted with the Latin and .-1eek ;.1 replied, 
S*-A little.”’---6¢ Oho ! (coutinuzd fhe) and with 
“* philofophy and mathematic:s, I fuppofe ???-— 
J owned, I'knew fomething -} cach. --- Wheres 
upon fhe repeated her {tare iis interrogation.--+ 


3 I. 
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] began to repent my vanity, and in order to re- 
pairthe fault I had committed, faid, it was not 


to be wondered at if I had a tolerable education, ° 


becaufe learning was fo cheap in my’ country, 
that.every peafant. was a fcholar; but F hoped 
her ladyfhip would think my underftanding no ex- 
ception to my charaéter.—She was pleafed to an- 
fwer, ‘© No, no, God forbid.”’—But during the 
reft of the time they fat at table, they behaved 
with remarkable referve. 2 
' This alteration gave me much uneafinefs ; and 
I paffed the night without fleep, in melancholy 
refleGtions on the vanity of young men, which 
prompts them to commit fo many foolifh ations, 
contrary to their own fober judgment. — Next 
day, however, inftead of profiting by this felf- 
condemnation, I yielded {till more to the diGtates 
of the principle J had endeavoured to chaftize, 
and if fortune had not befriended me more than 
prudence could expe&t, I fhould have been treated 
with the contempt I deferved. — After breakfaft, 
my lady, who was a true author, bid me follow 
her into the ftudy, where fhe exprefled herfelf 
thus: *‘* Since you are fo learned, you cannot 
‘* be void of tafte; therefore 1 am to defire your 
‘“* opinion of a fmall performance in poetry, 
‘** which I lately compofed. —— You muft know 
‘‘ Thave planned a tragedy, the fubject of which 
‘¢ fhall be the murder of a prince before the altar, 
““ where he is bufy at his devotions. — Af- 
‘ ter the deed is perpetrated, the regicide will 
‘ harrangue the people with the bloody dagger 
** in his hand; and Ihave already compofed a 
‘¢ fpeech, which I think will-fuit the character 
“* extremely, — Here itis.” Then taking up a 

{crap 
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{crap of paper, fhe read with violent emphafis 
and gefture, as follows: 


‘¢ Thus have I fent the fimple king to hell, 

¢¢ Without or coffin, fhroud, or paffing-bell : 

*¢ To me, what are divine and human laws ? 

«¢ T court no fanétion but my own applaufe ! 

sé Rapes, alae treafons, yield my foul de- 
. ight 5 

s¢ And human carnage gratifies my fight: 

s¢ J drag the parent by the hoary hair, 

And tofs the fprawling infant on my fpear, 

66 While the fond mother’s cries regale. mine 

ear. | 
*< I fight, I vanquifh, murder friends and foes ; 
“¢ Nor dare the immortal gods my rage oppofe.”* 


Though I did great violence to my underftand- 
ing in praifing this unnatural rhapfody, I never+ 
thelefs extolled it as a prodution that of itfelf 
deferved immortal fame ; and befeeched her lady 
fhip to blefs the world with the fruits of thofe un- 
common talents heaven had beftowed upon her. 
-——She fmiled with a look of felf-complacency, 
and encouraged by the incenfe I had offered, 
communicated all her poetical works, which I 


applauded one by one, with as little candour as - 


i had fhewn at firft. Satiated with my flat- 
tery, which I hope, my fituation juftified, fhe 
could not in confcience refufe me an opportunity 
of fhining in my turn ; and therefore, after a com- 
pliment to my nice difcernment and tafte, ob- 
ferved, that doubtlefs, 1 muft have produced 
fomething in that way myfelf, which fhe defired 
to fee. — ‘This was a temptation I could by no 
means refift.—I owned that while I was at 

college, 
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college, I wrote fome fmall detached pieces, at 
the defire of a friend who was in love; and 
at her requeft repeated: the following verfes, 
which indeed my love for Narciffa had infpired. 


On Celia playing on the barpfcord and | 
| Singing. 
| 
When Sapho ftruck the quiv’ring wire, 
The throbbing breaft was all on fire: 
And when fhe rais’d the vocal lay, 
The captive foul was charm’d away ! 


or 
But had the nymph, poffefs’d with thefe 
Thy fofter, chafter pow’r to pleafe ; 

Thy beauteous air of fprightly youth, 
Thy native fmileg of artlefstruth; = 


HI. 
The worm of grief had never prey’d 
On the forfaken, love-fick maid: 
Nor had fhe mourn’d an haplefs flame, 
Nor dafh’d on rocks her tender frame. 


My miftrefs paid me a cold compliment on 
the verfification, which, the faid, was elegant e- 
nough, but the fubjeé beneath the pen of a true 
poet. I was extremely nettled at her indifference, 
and looked at Narcifla, who by this time had 
joined us, for her approbation, but fhe declined 
giving her opinion, protefting fhe was no judge of 
thefe matters: So.that I was forced to retire, 

| very 
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very much baulked in my expectation, which 
was generally a little too fanguine.-—In the after- 
noon, however, the waiting-maid aflured’ me, 
that Narcifla had expreffed her approbation of my 
performance with great warmth, -and defired her 
to procure a copy of it, as for herfelf, that fhe 
(Narcifla) might have.an opportunity to perufe it 
at leifure.—I was elated to an extravagant pitch 
at this intelligence, and immediately tranfcribed 
a fair copy of my Ode, which was carried to the 
dear charmer,*together with. another on the fame 
fubject, as follows : | 


I. 
Thy fatal fhafts unerring move, 
I bow before thine altar,. love! 
I feel thy foft, refiftlefs flame — 
Glide fwift through all thy vital.frame 


If, 
For while I gaze, my bofom glows; 
My blood in tides impetuous flows, 
Hope, fear and joy alternate roll, 
And floods of tranfports ’whelm myfoul ! 


7 IIT. 
My fault’ring tongue attempts in vain 
In foothing murmurs to complain, 
My tongue fome fecret magick ties, 
My murmurs fink in broken fighs ! 


, IV. 
Condemn’d to nurfe eternal care, — 
And ever drop the filent tear, 
Unhear’d I mourn, unknown I figh,, 
Unfriended live,. unpitied die ! 

iP Whether 
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Whether or not Narcifla difcovered my paffion, 
T could not learn from her behaviour, which, 
though always benevolent to me,’ was henceforth 
more referved and lefs chearful. — While my 
thoughts afpired to a {phere fo far above me, [ 
had unwittingly made a conqueft of the cook- 


wench, and diary-maid, who became fo jealous of 


one another, that if their féntiments had been 
refined by education, itis probable one or other 
of them would have had recourfe to poifon or 
fteel, to be revenged of ker rival ; but as their 
minds were happily adapted to their humble ftati- 
on, their mutual enmity was confined to fcold- 
ing and fifty-cuffs, in which exercifes they were 
both well fkilled.—My good fortune did not long 
remain afecret; being difclofed by the frequent 
broils of thefe heroines, who kept no decorum in 
their encounters. “Phe coachman and gardiner 
who paid their devoirs to my admirers, cach to 
his refpeCtive choice, alarmed at my fuccefs, laid 
their heads together, in order to concert a plan 
of revenge; and the former having been edu- 
cated at the academy of Tottenham-court, under~ 
took to challenge me to fingle combat; he ac- 
cordingly, with many opprobrious invectives, bid 
me defiance, and offered to box with me for 
twenty guineas.—I told him, that although I be- 
lieved myfelf a match for him, even at that 
work, I would not defcend fo far below the 
dignity of a gentleman, as to fight likea porter ; 
but if he had any thing to fay to me, I was his 
man at blunderbufs, mufket, piftcl, fword, 
hatchet, f{pit, cleaver, fork or needle; — nay 
more, that if he gave his tongue any more faucy 
liberties at my cxpence, I would crop his ears 
without any cerumony.— J his iedomonae SS 
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livered with a ftern countenance, and refolute 
tone, had the defired effet upon my antagonift, 
who, with fome confufion, fneaked off, and gave 
his friend an account of his reception.—The ftory 
taking air among, the fervants, procured for me 
the title of Gentleman John, with which I was 
fometimes honoured, even by my miftrefs and 
Narciffa, who had been informed of the whole af- 
fair by the chamber-maid.—In the mean time, 
the rival queens exprefled their paffion by all the 
ways in their. power: The cook entertained me 
with choice bits, the dairy-maid with ftroakings ; 
the firft would often encourage me to declare my- 
felf, by complimenting me upon my courage 
and learning, and obferving, that if fhe had a 
hufband like me to maintain order and keep ac- 
compts, fhe could make a great deal of money 
by fetting up an eating-houfe at London, for 
gentleman’s fervants on board-wages.—‘The other 
courted my affeftion, by fhewing her own im- 
portance, and telling me, that many a fubftantial 
farmer in the neighbourhood would be glad. ta 
marry her; but fhe was refolved to pleafe her 
eye, if fhe fhould plague her heart.—Then fhe 
would launch out into the praife of my proper 
perfon, and fay, fhe was fure I would make a 
good hufband, for I was very good natured.—I 
began to be uneafy at the importunities of thefe 
inamoratas, whom at another time, perhaps, I 
might have pleafed without the difagreeable fauce 
of matrimony; but at prefent, my whole foul 
was engrofled by Narciffa, and I could not bear 
‘the thoughts of doing any thing derogatory of 
the paffion I entertained for her. 


CHAP, 


a ee 


RopErR1IcK RANDOM. 35 


_ Reset etetecte fete fest teh fete ete totes ft oes 
‘CHAP. XLI. 


" Narciffa being in danger from the brutality of 
Sir Timothy, is refcued by me, who revenge 
_ myfelf on my rival I declare my paf- 
_ fron, and retreat to the fea-fide am 
. furrounded by Smugglers, and carried to 
Bulloign find my uncle leutenant 
Bowling, in great diftrefs, and relieve him 
our converfation, — | 


‘A. T certain intervals, my ambition would re- 
vive; I would defpife myfelf for my tame 
refionation to my fordid fate, and revolve an 
hundred {chemes for afluming the character of a 
gentleman, to which I was intitled by birth and 
education. — In thefe fruitlefs fuggeftions, time 
ftole away unperceived, and I had already re-~ 
mained eight months in the flation of a foot- 
man, when an accident happened, that put an end 
to my fervitude, and for the prefent banifhed all 
hopes of fucceeding in my love. | 
Narciffa went one day to vifit Mifs Thicket, 
who lived with her brother within lefs than a 
mile of our. houfe, and was perfuaded to walk 
home in the cool of the evening, accompanied 
by Sir Timothy, who having a good deal of the 
brute in him, was inftigated to ufe fome unbe- 
coming familiarities with her, encouraged by the 
folitarine’s of a field through which they paffed. 
— The lovely creature was incenfed at his rude 
behaviour, for which fhe reproached him in fuch 
shies ‘ a 
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a manner, that he loft all regard for decency, 
and actually offered violence to this pattern of 
innocence and beauty. — But heaven would not 
fuffer fo much goodnefs to be violated; and fent 
me, who paffing by accident near the place, was 
alarmed with her cries, to her fuccour. — What 
were the emotions of my foul when I beheld 
Narcifla, almoft finking beneath the ‘brutal force 
of this fatyr! I flew like lightning to her 
refcue, which he perceiving, quitted his .prey, 
and drew his hanger to chaftife my prefumption. 
—My indignation was too high to admit one 
thought of fear, fo that rufhing upon him, I 
{truck his weapon out of hishand, and ufed my 
cudgel fo fuccefsfully, that he fell to the ground, 
and Jay, to all appearance, without fenfe— Then 
I turned to Narciffa, who had fwooned, and fit- 
ting down by her, gently raifed her head, and 
fupported it on my bofom, while with my hand 
around her waift, I kept her in that pofition. My 
foul was thrilled wirh tumultuous joy, at feeling 


the object of my deareft wifhes within my arms ; 


and while fhe lay infenfible, I could not refrain 
from applying my cheek to her’s, ‘and ravifhing 
a‘kifs: In a little time, the blood began to re- 
vifit her face, fhe opened her enchanting eyes, 
and. having recollected her late fituation, faid, 
with a look full of tender acknowledgment, 


<«¢ Dear John, 1 am eternally obliged to you! ”” 


So faying, fhe made an effort to rife, in which I 
- affifted her, and fhe proceeded to the houfe, lean- 
ing upon me all the way, I was a thoufand 
times tempted by this opportunity to declare my 
paffion, but the dread of difobliging her, reftrain - 
ed my tongue. We had not got an hundred 


paces from the fcene of her diftrefs, when I per- 
ceived 
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eeived Sir Timothy get up and move homeward ; 
acircumftance, which, though it gave me fome 
fatisfaGtion, in as much as I thereby knew I had 
not killed him, filled me with juft apprehen- 
fion of his refentment, which I found myfelf in 
no condition to withftand: efpecialy. when I 
confidered his intimacy with our Squire, to whom 
I knew he would eafily juftify himfelf for what 
he had done, by imputing it to his love, and de- 
fring his Brother Bruin to take the fame liberty 
with his fifter, without any fear of offence.—— 
When we arrived at the houfe, Narciffa affured 
me, {he would exert all her influence in protect- 
ing me from the revenge of Thicket, and like- 
wife engage her aunt in my favour. At the 
fame time, pulling out her purfe, offered it as 
a fmall confideration for the fervice I had done 
her.—But Iftood too much upon the punétilios — 
of love to incur the leaft fufpicion of being merce- 
nary, and refufed the prefent, faying, I had me- 
rited nothing by barely dotng my duty. — She 
feemed aftoniflied at my ' difintereftednefs, and 
blufhed: I fele the fame fuffufton, and with a 
down-caft eye and broken accent, told her, I 
had one requeft to make, which if her genero- 
fity would grant, I fhould think myfelf fully re- 
compenfed for an age of mifery.—She changed 
colour at this preamble, and, -with great confu- 
fion, replied, fhe hoped my good fenfe would hin- 
der me from afking any thing fhe was bound in 
honour to refufe, and therefore bid me fignify my 
defire.—Upon which I kneeled, and begged to 
kifs herhand, She immediately, with an averted 
look,. ftretched ‘it out; E imprinted on it an ar- 
dent kifs, and bathing i¢ with my tears, cried, 
«© Dear Madam, I am an unfortunate gentle- 
Vor. I. C *° many 
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*¢ man, wha loves yau to diftra@tion, but would 
‘ have died a thoufand deaths, rather than 
“© make this declaration under fuch a fesvile ap- 
*S pearance, were he not determifed to yield ta 
*¢ the rigour of his fate, to fly from your be- 
‘¢ witching preferce, and bury his pref{umptuous - 
“© paffion in eternal filence.’”” With thefe words 
I rofe.and went away, before fhe could recover 
her {pirits fo far as to make any reply, —My frft. 
care was to go and confult Mrs. Sagely, with 
whom I had maintained a friendly correfpon- 
dence ever fince I }eft her houfe. When fhe un- 
derftood my fituation, the good woman, with 
real concern, condoled. me an my unhappy fate, 
and approved of my refolution to Jeave the coun- 
_try, being perfectly well acquainted with the bar- 
barous difpofition of my rival, ** who by this 
‘S time (faid fhe) has no doubt meditated a 
“<* {cheme of revenge.—Indeed, I cannat fee how 
** you will be able to elude his vengeance: be- 
‘© ing himfelf in the commiffien, he will im- 
§¢ mediately grant warrants for apprehending 
“© you; and as almoft all the people in this coun- 
“‘ try are dependant on him or his friend, it 
“¢ will be impoffible for you to find fhelter a- 
“* mong them : If you fhould be apprehended, 
“< he will commit you to jail, where you may 
“© poffibly languifh in great mifery till the next 
“© affizes, and then be tran{fported for affaulting 
‘¢ a mapiftrate.”” — While fhe thus warned me 
of my danger, we heard a knocking atthe doar, 
which threw us both into great confternation, 
as, in all probability, it was occafioned by my 
purfuers; whereupon this generous old lady, put- 
ting two guineas into my hand, with tears in her - 
eyes, bid me, for God’s fake, get out at the back 


OF 
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door, and coafult my fafety as providence fhould 
direct me.—T here was no time for deliberation. 
—I followed her advice, and efcaped by the be- 
nefit of a dark night, to the fea-fide, where, 
while I ruminated on my next excurfion, I was 
all of a fudden fyrrounded by armed men, who, 
having bound my hands and feet, bid me make 
no noife on pain of being fhot, and carried me 
on board of a veffel, which I foon perceived to 
be a {muggling cutter.—Thhis difcovery gave me 
fome fatisfaction at firff, becaufe I concluded 
ahaa fafe from the refentment of Sir Timothy ; 
ut when I found myfelf in the hands of ruf- 
fians, who threatned to execute me for a fpyy 
I would have thought myfelf happily quit for a 
Ta imprifonment, or even tran{portation. — 
t was in vain for me to proteft my innocence : 
I could not perfuade them that [had taken a foe 
fitary walk to their haunt, at fuch an hour, mere- 
ly for my own amufement; andI did not think 
it my intereft to difclofe the true caufe of my res 
treat, becaufe I was afraid they would have 
made their peace with juftice by furrendering me 
to the penalty of the law.— What confirmed 
their fufpicion was, the appearance of a Cuftom- 
houfe yacht, which gave them chaee, and had 
well-nigh made a prize of their veflel; when 
they were delivered from their fears by a thick fog, 
which effectually fcreened them, and favoured their 
arrival at Buloign.—But before they got out of 
fight of their purfuer, they held a council of war 
about me, whom fome of the moft ferocious a- 
mong them, would have throw vverboard, as a 
traitor who had betrayed them to their enemies 5 
but others more- confiderate, alledged, that if 
they put me to death, and fhould afterwards be 
C2 taken, 
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taken, they could expect no mercy from the 
legiflature, which would never pardon outlawry 
acgravated by murder.—It was therefore deter- 
mined by a plurality of votes, that I fhould be 
fet'on fhore in France, and left to find my 
paflage back to England, as | fhould think pro- 
per, which would be punifhment fufficient for the 
bare fufpicion of a crime in itfelf not capital.— 
Although this favourable determination: gave’ me 
great pleafure, the apprehenfion of being robbed 
would not fuffer me to be perfe€tly at eafe: To 
prevent this calamity, as foon as I was untied, 
in confequence of the forefaid decifion, I tore 
a {mall hole in one of my ftockings, into which 
I dropped fix guineas, referving half a piece and 
fome filver in my pocket, that finding fomething, 
they might not be tempted to make any further in- 
quiry.— This was a ta neceflary precaution, for 
when we came within fight of the French‘ fhore, 
one of the fmugglers told me, I muft pay for 
my paflage—Too this I replied, that my paflage 
was nope of my own feeking; therefore they 
could not expect a reward from me for tranfport-_ 
ing me into a ftrange country by force.—** Dam- 
«¢ me! (faid the outlaw) none of your palavers 
“¢ but let me fee what moncy you have got.””—~ 
So faying, he thruft :his hand into my pocket 
without ‘any ceremony, and emptied it of the 
contents: Then cafting an eye at my hat and 
wig, which captivated his fancy, he took them 
off, and clapping his own on my head, declared, 
that a fair exchange was no robbery.—I was fain 
to put up with the bargain, which was by no 
means favourable tome; anda little while after 
we went all on fhore together. a : 

Te» 
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_T refolved to take my leave of thefe defpera- 
does, without much ceremony, when: ohe of 
them cautioned me againft appearing to their 
prejudice if ever I returned to England, unlefs 
E had a mind: to be murdered ; for which fer- 
vice, he affured me, the. gang never. wanted 
agents. —I promifed to obferve his advice, and 
departed for the Upper Town, where I enquired 
for a cabaret or publick-houfe, into. which I went, 
with an intention of taking fome refrefhment.— 
Fn the kitchin, five Dutch failors fat at breakfaft, 
with a large loaf, a firkin of butter, and a. cag 
ef brandy on the table, the bung of which they 
often applied. to their mouths with great perfeve~ 
rance and. fatisfa€tion.— At fome diftance from 
them, I perceived another perfon in the fame 
garb, fitting in a penfive folitary manner, enter- 
taining. himfelf with a whiff of tobacco, from 
the ftump of a pipe, as black as jet.—The ap- 
pearance of. diftrefs never failed to attra my 
regard and compaffion ;. I approached this forlorn 
tar, with a view to offer him my affiftance, and 
notwithftanding the alteration of drefs, and dif- 
guife of a long, beard, I difcovered in him my 
Jong loft and lamented uncle and benefactor, 
~ lieutenant. Bowling ' Good heaven.! what were 
the agitations of my foul, between the joy of 
. finding. again fuch a valuable friend, and the for- 
row of feeing him. in fuch a low condition! The 
tears gufhed down my cheeks, I ftood motionlefs 
and. filent for fome time; at length, recovering 
the ufe of fpeech, exclaimed, ‘* Gracious God ! 
«“ Mr. Bowling !’"—My uncle no fooner heard 
his name mentioned, than he ftarted up, crying 
with. fome furprize, ** Holloa!’’ and after hav- 
ing looked at me ftedfaftly, without being able 
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to recollect me, faid, ‘* Did you eall me, 
“© brother ?’? I told him, ] had fomething extra- 
ordinary to communicate, and defired him to give 
me a few minutes hearing in another room ; but 
he would by no means confent to this propofal, 
faying, ‘* Avaft there, friend ; none of your tricks 
‘* upon travellers ;—if yeu have any thing to 
«© fay to me, do it above-board ;—-you need not 
«* be afraid of being over-heard ;—here are none 
<* who underftand our lingo.”—Though I was 
loath to difcover myfelf before company, I could 
no longer refrain from telling him, 1 was his 
own nephew Roderick Random. On this in- 
formation, he confidered me with great earneft- 
nefs and aftonifhment, and recalling my features, 
which though enlarged were not entirely altered 
fince he had feen me, came up and fhook me by 
the hand very cordially, protefting he was glad to 
fee me well. After fome paufe, he went, on 
thus: ** And yet, my lad, I am forry to fee you 
“‘ under fuch colours; the more fo, as jt is not 
‘* in my power, at prefent, to change them for 
“© the better, times being very hard with me.” 
With thefe words I could perceive a tear trickle 
down his furrowed cheeks, which affe€ted me fo 
much, that I wept bitterly. —lmagining my forrow 
was the effe&t of my own misfortunes, he coms 
forted me, by obferving, that life was a voyage in 
which we muft expect to meet with all weathers ; 
fometimes it was calm, fometimes rough ; that 3 
fair gale often fucceeded a ftorm ; that the wind 
did not always fit one way, and that defpair fig- 
nified nothing ; but refolution and {kill were bet- 
ter than a ftout veffel: For why ? Becaufe they re- 
quire no carpenter, and grow ftronger the more !a- 
bour they undergo. I driedup my tears, which I 

| | | affured 
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affured him, were not fhed for my own diftrefs, 
but for his, and begged leave to accompany him 
into ahother room, where we could converfe 
more at our eafe. — There I recounted to him 
the angenerous ufage I had met with from Po- 
tion; at which he ftarted up, ftalked acrofs the 
rooni three or four times, mm a great hurry, and 
prafping his cudgel, cried, ** I would I were a- . 
** long-fide of him — that’s all — 1 would I 
“s were atong-fide of him! ’’—Ithen gave him 
a detail of all my adventures and fufferings, which 
affected’ him more than I could have imagined $ 
and concluded with telling him that captain Oak- 
hum wes ftill alive, and that he might return to 
England when he would to follicite his affairs, 
without i Sale moleftation.—He was wonder- 
fully pleafed at this piece of information, of 
which however, he faid he could not at prefent 
avail Kimfelf, for want of money to pay for his 
paflage to London. This objection I foon re- 
moved, by putting five guineas into his hand, 
and telling him, I thought myfelf extremely 
happy in having an opportuuity of manifefting 
my gratitude to him in his neceffity. -— But 
it was with the utmoft difficulty. I could pre- 
vail upon him to accept of two, which he af- 
firmed, were more than fufficient to defray the _ 
neceflary expence. —~ After this friendly conteft’ 
was over, he propofed we fhould have a mefs of 
fomething : °* For (faid he) it has been banyan, 
“< day with me a great while.—You muft know 
‘© I was’ fhipwrecked five days ago, near a 
“© place called Lifieux, in company with thofe 
s* Dutchmen who are now drinking below ;: 
“*: and having but little money when I came a- 
“ fhore, it was foon fpent, becaufe I let them 
peo ( Ge 4 have 
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‘< have fhare and fhare while it lafted. — How- 
‘© fomever, I fhould have remembred the old: 
“¢ faying, Every hog his own apple: For when 
“‘* they found my hold unftowed, they went all - 
‘¢ hands to fhooling and begging ; and becaufe I 
“¢ would not take a f{pell at the fame duty, refufed 
“¢ to give me the leaft affiftance; fo that I have 
“© not broke bread thefe two days.’— I was 
fhocked at the extremity of his diftrefs, and or- 
dered fome bread, cheefe and wine to be ‘broughe 
immediately, to allay his hunger, until a fricaflee 
of chickens could be prepared. —- When he had 
recruited his fpirits with this homely fare, I de- 
fired to know the particulars of his peregrination, © 
fince the accident at Cape Tiberoon ;_ which were 
briefly thefe : The money he had about him be- 
ing all fpent at Port Louis, the civility and hof- 
pitality of the French cooled to fuch a degree, © 
that he was obliged to lift on board of one of 
their king’s fhips, as a common fore-maft- man, 
to prevent himfelf from ftarving on fhore.'— In 
this fituation, he continued two years, during 
which time he had acquired fome knowledge of 
their language, and the reputation of a good fea- 
man: The fhip he belonged to. was ordered home 
to old France, where fhe was laid up as. unfit 
for fervice, and he was received on board of one 
of Monfieur D’Antin’s fquadron, in quality of 
quarter-mafter ; which office he performed in a 
voyage to the Weft-Indies, where they engaged 
with our fhip, as before related ; buf his con- 
{cience upbraiding him for: ferving the enemies of 
his country, he quitted the fhip at the fame place © 
where he firft lifted, and got to Curafoa in a 
Dutch veflel; there he bargained with another 
{kipper, bound to Europe, to work for his. » 
| : | age 
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fage to Holland, from whence he was in hopes 
of hearing from his friends in England ; but was 
caft away, as he mentioned before, on the French 

coaft, and muft have been reduced to the ne- 
 cefity of travelling on foot to Holland, and 
begging for his fubfiftence on the road, or of en- 
tering on board of another French man of war, 
at the hazard of being treated as a deferter, if 
Providence had not fent me to his fuccour. —— 
* And now, my lad, (continued he) I think I 
“ fhall ftcer my courfe direfy to London, 
“ where I do-not doubt of being replaced, and 
“ of having. the R takert off me by the lords 
“ of the scarey. to whom | intend to write 
a petition fetting forth my cafe: If I fucceed, 
“ T will have wherewithal to give you fome af- 
“ fiftance,. becaufe when I left the fthip I had 
" two years pay due to me; therefore I defire 
“ to know whither you are bound ; and befide, 
‘© perhaps, I may have intereft enough to pro- ~ 
“© cure a warrant appointing you furgeon’s mate 
St of the fhip to which I fhall belong.— For the 
« beadle of the admiralty is my goed friend ; 
“© and he and. one of the under-clerks are fworn 
“ brothers, and that under-clerk has a good 
“ deal: to fay with one of the upper-clerks, who 
is very well known to the under-fecretary, 
“who, upon his recommendation, I hope will 
‘© recommend my affair to: the firft fecretary 5 
© and he again, will fpeak to one of the Lords 
‘° in my behalf: So that you fee, Edo not want 
“ friends to affift me om occafion. — As for the 
“ fellowr Crampley, tho’f I know hinr not, 
‘© T am fure he is neither fea-man nor officer, 
“ by what you have told me, or elfe he could 


“ never be fo much miftaken in his reckoning» 
C 5 6© as 
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& as to run the fhip on fhore on the coaft of : 
“© Suffex, before he believed himfelf in foundings ; 


*¢ neither, when that accident happened, would — 


** he have left the fhip until fhe had been ftove 
“* to pieces, efpecially when the tide was mak- 
“* ing; wherefore, by this time, I do fuppofe 
“< he has been tried by a court-martial and exe- 
‘¢ cuted for his cowardice and mifconduét.” — 
I could not help fmiling at the defcription of my 
uncle’s ladder, by which he propofed to clime to 
the attention of the board of admiralty ; and tho’ 
I knew the world too well, to confide in fuch de- 
pendance myfelf, I would not difcourage him 
with doubts; but afked if he had no-friend in 
London, who would advance a {mall fum of mo- 
ney to enable him to appear as he ought, and 
make a fimall prefent to the under fecretary, 


who might poffibly ker his bufinefs the fooner 


.on that aceount. — He fcratched his head, and 
after fome recolleétion, replied, ‘“* Why, yes, 
“I believe Daniel Whipcord the fhip-chandler 
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matter.—I know I can have what credit I 
would, for lodging, liquor and cloaths ; but 
as to. money, I won't be pofitive :— Had ho- 
neft Block been living, I fhould not have been. 
at a lofs.”—I was heartily forry to find a wor- 
thy man fo deftitute of friends, when he had 


a 
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fuch need of them; and looked upon my own. 


fituation as lefs miferable than his, becaufe I was 
‘better acquainted with the felfifhnefs and. roguery. 
of mankind; confequently lefs liable to difap- 
pomtment and impofition. | | 
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in Wapping would not refufe me fuch a fmall. 
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CHAP. XLII. 

He takes bis paflage in a Cutter for Deal 
we are accofted by a prieft, who proves to 
be a Scottifoman bis profeffions of 
friend/bip—be is affronted by the Lieutenant, 
who afterwards appeafes bins by fubmiffon 
ne my sinck embarks ———~ [ am tntro< 
troduced by the priec# to a capuchin, in 
whofe company I fet ont for Paris the 
sharatter of my fellow-traveller an ad- 
venture on the road— I am foocked at bis 
bebavrour. 


| -HEN our repaft was ended, we walked 
oe down to the harbour, where we found a 
Cutter that was to fail for Deal in the evening, 
and Mr. Bowling agreed, for his paflage~ In. the 
mean. time, wefaumtered about the town to fa- 
tisfy our. curiofity, our converfation turning on. 
the fabje&t of my defigns, which were not as. 
yet fixed: Neither can it be fuppofed, that my 
‘mind was at eafe, when I foand myfelf reduced 
almoft to extreme. poverty, in the midft of fo- 
Tagners, among whom I had not ome acquain- 
tance to advife or befriend nic, — My uncle was 
fenfible of my forlorn. condition, and prefled me 
to accompany him to England, where he did not 
doubt of. finding. fome. fort of provifien for me: 
Rut befsdes the .other reafons-I had for avoiding 
that kingdom, : noesee eee it, at this time, Rand 
aim 6. e: 
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the worft country in the univerfe. for a poor ho- 


neft man to live in; and therefore determined to: . 


remain in France, coute gue coute. — I was con- 
firmed in this refolution, by a reverend prieft, 
who paffing by at this time, and overhearing us 
fpeak Englifh, accofted us in the fame language, 
telling us he was our countryman, and wifhing 
it might be in his power to do us any fervice : 
We thanked this grave perfon for his courteous 
offer, and invited him to drink a glafs with us, 
which he did not think proper to réefufe, and we 
went all together into a tavern of his recommend- 
ing. After having drank to our healths in-a 
bumper of good Burgundy, he began to enquire 
into our fituation, and afked particularly the place 
of our nativity, which we no fooner named, than 
he ftarted up, and wringing our hands with great 
fervour, fhed a flood of, tears, crying, ** I come 


** from the fame part of the country ! perhaps | 


“© you are my own relations.’ —I was on my 
guard againft his careffes, which I fufpected very 
much, when I remembred the adventure of. the 
‘money-dropper; but without any appearance ‘of 
‘diffidence, obferved, that as he was born in that 
part of the country, he muft certainly know our 
families, which (howfoever mean our prefent ap- 
pearance might be) were none of the moft ob- 
feure and inconfiderable.—T hen I difcovered our 


“names, to which I found he was no ftranger; he | 


had known my grandfather perfonally ; and not- 
‘withftanding an abfence of fifty. years from Scot- 
Jand, recounted fo many particulars ef the fami- 
dies in the neighbourhood, that my fcruples were 
entirely removed, and I thought myfelf:happy. ia 
his acquaintance.— In the courfe of ‘our.conver- 


fation, 1 diflofed my condition without referve, . 
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and difplayed my talents to fuch advantage, that 
theiold: father looked upon me with admiration,, 
and aflured me, that if I ftayed in France, and. 
liftened to reafon, I could not fail-of making my: 
fortune; to.which he would contribute all in hie 
power, . 

. My uncle began to be: jealous of the prieft’s 
infinuation,. and very abruptly declared, that if 
ever I fhould renounce my religion, he would. 
break off all connexion and correfpondence with 
me ;. for it was. his opinion,. that no honeft.man 
would fwerve from the principles in which he 
was bred, whether Turkifh, Proteftant or Ro- 
man.— The father, affronted.at this declaration, 
with great: vehemence, began a long difcourfe, 
fetting forth the danger of obftinacy, and fhut- 
ting one’s eyes againft the light: He faid, that 
_ ignorance would be no plea towards juftification, 
when we had opportunities of being better in- 
formed ; and that, if the minds of ‘people had 
not been open to conviction, the Chriftian reli- 
gion would not have been propagated. in the 
sworld:s; and we fhould now be in a ftate of Pa- 
gan darknefs and barbarity : .He endeavoured to 
prove, by fome texts of fcripture, and many 
quotations from the fathers, thac the Pope was 
the fuccgeflor of Se. Peter, and vicar of Jefus 
_ .Chrift ; that.the church of Rome was the true, 
- holy, catholic church ; and that the proteftant faith 
was an impious herefy, and damnable fchifm, by 
‘which many millions of fouls would fuffer ever- — 
lafting perdition.—When he had finifhed. his fer- 
mon, which I thought, he pronounced. with 
more zeal than difcretion, he addrefled himfelf 
to my uncle, and defired to know his objeGions 
to what had been faid. The lieutenant, whofe 
a attention 
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atténtion-had been wholly engroffed by his own. 
affairs, took the pipe out of his moath, and re- 


plied, ** As for me, friend, d’ye fee, I have no’. 


<* objection to what you fay, it may be exher true 
** or falfe, for what I know; I meddle with no. 


6 
6 
‘ 
. 
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his linftock, and the fteerfman to the helm,. 
as the faying is.—I truft to ne creed but the 
compafs, and do unto every man as I would 
“© be done by; fo that I defy the pope, the de-: 
** vil, and the pretender; and hope to be faved) 
*< as well as another.” — This affociation of per- 
fons cave great offence to the friar, who proteft- 
ed, in a mighty paffion, that if Mr.-Bowling 
had not been his teuntryman, he would’ have 
caufed him to be imprifoned for his infolence.— 
I ventured to difapprove of my uncle’s rafhnefs, 


a nN 


and appeafed the old gentleman, by affuring himy , 


there was nd offence intended by my kinfman, 
who by this time, fenfible of his error, thook. 
the injured party by the hand, and asked pardon. 
for the freedom be had taken, — Matters being 
amicably compromifed, he invited us. to come 
and fee‘him in the afternoon at the convent '%0: 


which he belonged, and took his leave for the 


prefent; when-my uncle recommended it ftrong- 
ly to me to perfevere in the religion of my fore- 
fathers, whatever advantages I might propofe.to 
myfelf by a change; which could. not fail -of 
difgracing myfelf, and difhanouring my family. 
~—{-affured him no confideratton fhould induce 
_ ine to forfeit his friendfhip and good opinion, on 
that fcore'; at- which he diftdvered great -fatis- 
fa€tion, and put me in mind-of dinaer; which 
we immediately befpoke, and when it was ready 


“eat together, , 


body’s affairs but my own; the gunner to, 


See 


‘near the Hermitage, London. 
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‘T imagined my aequaintance with the Scottifh 
Prieft, if properly managed, might turn out to m 
advantage, and therefore refolved to cultivate it 
as much as I could. With this view we vifited 
him at his convent, according to his invitation, 
where he treated us with wine and {weet-meats, 
and fhewed us every thing that was remarka- 
ble in the monaftery. — Having been thus enter- 
tained, we took our leave, though not before I 
had promifed to fee him next day 3 and the 
time fixed for my uncle’s embarking being come, 
Factompanied him to the harbour, and faw him 
on board.— We. parted not without tears, after 


we had embraced and wifhed one another all 


manner of profperity ; and he intreated me to. 
write to him often, dire@ing to lieutenant 
Thomas Bowling, at the fign of the Union fag, 

Treturhed to the houft in which we had mét, 
where I paffed the night ina very folitary man- 


‘ner, reflecting on the fevetity of my fate, and 
‘endeavouring to proje&t fome likely fcheme of 
life for the future ; but my invention failed mes 
‘I faw nothing but unfurmountable difficulties in 
ny way, and was ready to defpair at the miferable 


profpe&! That I might not, however, neglet any 


‘probable means, I got up inthe morning, and went 
direttly to the father, .whofe advice and affiftance 


] implored. — He received me very kindly, and. 
gave me to underftand, that there was one way 


' of life ia which a perfon of my talents could not 


fail of making a great figure. —I gueffed his. 


meaning, and told him once for al}, I was fully 
_ determined againft any alteration in point of re- 


ligion, therefore if his propofal regarded the 
church, he might fave himfelf the trouble of 
. explaining 


x 


52° _ Ibe Adventures of 


explaining it. He fhook his head and fighed,- 


faying, “ Ab! fon, fon,. what. a glorious: pro- 
“© {pect is here fpoiled,, by your {tubborn pre- 
“¢ judice! Suffer yourfelf to be perfuaded- by rea- 
<< fon, and confult your temporal welfare, as 
s well as the concerns of your eternal foul. — I 
can, by my intereft, procure your admiffion 
*¢ as a noviciate into this convent, where I will 
“ fuperintend and. direct you with a truly pater- 
“© nal affeétion.”” —- Then he launched out into 
the praifes of a monaftic life, which no noife 
difturbs, no cares moleft, and no. danger invades 
-—where the heart is weaned from carnal at- 
tachments, the groffer appetites fubdued and 
chaftifed, and the foul wafted to the diyine re- 
gions. of. philofophy and truth, on the wings of 
ftudious contemplation.---But his eloquence was 
Toft upon me, whom two-confiderations enabled 
to withitand his temptations; namely, my pro~ 


mife to my uncle, and my averfion to an eccle- 
fiaftical life; for as to the difference of religion, 
I looked upon it as a thing of too {mall moments . 


to come in competition with a man’s fortune.--— 


Finding me immoveable on this head, he told 


me, he was more forry than offended at my non- 
compliance, and ftill ready to employ. his good of- 
fices in my behalf.—*‘* The fame erraneous ma~ 
“s xims (faid he) that obftru& your promo 
“ tion in the church, will infallibly prevent your 


‘© advancement in the-army ; but if you can 


‘© brook the condition of a fervant, I-am ac- 
‘© quainted.with fome people of rank at Verfailles,. 


~ to whom I can give you letters. of recommen-. 


‘¢ dation, that you may be entertained by fome 


© one of them, in quality of maitre d’ botel.; 
. and I do not doubt that your qualifications - 


6 will 
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‘¢ will foon intitle you to a better provifion.”--— 
I embraced his offer, with great eagernefs ; and 
he appointed me to come back in the afternoon, 
when. he would not only give me the letters, but. 
likewife introduce me ‘to a capuchin of his ac- 
quaintance, who intended to fet out for Paris 
bext morning, in- whofe company [ might travel, 
without being.at the expence of one livre during: 

the whole journey. This piece of good news: 
gave. me infinite pleafure; I acknowledged my — 

obligation.to the benevolent father, in: the mo{t 
grateful. expreffions ; and he performed his pro- — 
mife to a tittle, .in delivering the letters, and 
making me acquainted with the capuchin, with. 
whom I departed next morning: by break of day.. 
It was not long before I difcovered my fellow- 
traveller to be a merry facetious fellow, who, not- 
Withftanding his profefion and appearance of 
- Mortification, loved good eating and drinking bet- 
ter than his rofary, and paid more adoration to a 
Pretty girl than to the Virgin Mary, or St. Ge- 
nevive. — He was a thick brawny young man, 
with red eye-brows, a hook nofe, a face covered. 
with.freckles ; and his name was F rere Balthazar, 
His order did not permit him to wear. linnen, fo 
that having little occafion to undrefs himfelf, he. 
wasnone of the cleanlieft animals in the world ;. 
and his conftitution was naturally fo {trong fcent-. 
ed, that I always. thought it convenient to keep: 
to the windward of him in our march.—As he 
was perfectly well. known on the road, we fared. 
famptuoufly without any coft, and the fatigue of 
our journey was much alleviated by the good hu- 
mour of my companion, who fung an infinite . 
number of catches on the fubjects of love and. 
wine.--We took up our lodging the firft night: 
: at: 
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at a peafant’s houfe, not far from Abbe Ville, 
where we were entertained with an excelfene 
ragout, cooked by our landiord’s daughters, one 


of whom was very handfome: After having eat - 


heartily, and drank a fofficient quantity of or 
du Pais, we were conducted to a barn, where 
we found a couple of carpets fpread upon clean 
ftraw for our reception. —- We had not lain in 
this fituation above half an hour, when we heard’ 
fomebody knock foftly at the door, upon which 
Balthazar got up, and let in our hofts two daagh-. 
ters, who wanted to have {ome private conver-. 
fation with him in the dark ; when they had 
whifpered together fome time, the capuchin came 


to me, and asked if I was ‘infenfible to love, or. 


fo hard-hearted as to refufe a fhare of my bed-to 
a pretty maid, who had a tenireffe for me.ir 
I '‘muft own, to my fhame, that I faffered my- 
felf to be overcome by my paffion, and with: 
great eagernefs feized the occafion, when I -un-: 
derftoood that the arhiable Nanette was to be my. 
bedfellow.—In vain did my reafon fapgeft the re+: 


fpect Towed to my dear miftrefS Narciffa; the | 


idea of that lovely charmer, rather increafed than: 
.allayed the ferment of my fpirits; and the young 
Paifanne had no reafon to complain of my re-' 
membrance. — Early in the morning, the kind 


creatures lefr us to our repofe, which lafted tilt: 
eight o’cock, when we. got up, and were treat- 


ed at breakfaft with chocolate and ?’cau de vie, 


by our paramours, of whom we took a tender. 
leave, after my companion had confeffed and gi- 


ven them abfolution.—While we proceeded. on 
our journey, the converfation turned upon the 


night’s adventure, being introduced by the capu-: 


chin, ‘who asked me how I liked my lodging 
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I declared my fatisfaction, and talked in rapture 
of the agreeable Nanette ; at which he fhook his 
head, and {miling faid, fhe was a meurgeau pour la 
bonne bouche. ** pane valued myfelf (continued 
‘© he) upon any thing fo much as the conqueft 
‘© of Nanette; and, vanity apart, I have been 
“© pretty fortunate. in my amours.”—— This in- 
formation fhocked me not a little, as I was well 
convinced of his intimacy with her fifter; and 
though I did not care to tax him with downright 
inceft, I profefled-my aftonifhment at his laft 
night’s choice, when, I fuppofed, the other was 
at his devotion.—-To this he anfwered, that be- 
fides his natural complaifance to the fex, he 
had another reafon to diftribute his favours equal- 
ly between thems namely, to preferve peace in 
the family, which t otherwife be main- 
tained; — that moreover Nanette had conceived 
an affection for me, and he loved her too well 
to baulk her inclination; more efpecially, when 
he had an opportunity of obliging his friend at 
the fame time. — I thepked him for this inftance 
of his friendfhip, though I was ‘extremely. dif- 
gufted at his want of delicacy, and curfed the oc- 
cafion that threw me in his way. — Libertine. as 
Iwas, I could not bear to fee-a man behave fo 
wide of the chara&ter he affumed: I looked up* 
on him as 2 perfon of very little worth or honefty, 
and fhould have even kept a wary eye upon my 
pocket, if I had thought he could have any temp- 
tation to fteal. — But I could not conceive thé 
ufe of money to a capuchin, who is obliged, by the 
rules of his order, to appear like a beggar, and 
enjoys all other neceflaries of life gratss ; befides, 
my fellow-traveller feemed to be of a complexion 
too carelefs and fanguine, to give me any appre- 

henfion 
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henfion on that fcore; fo-that I‘ proceeded’ witlt 


great confidence, in expectation: of being foon at 
my journey’s end, 


WLAN NEN AMS 
| CHAP. XLII. 


We lodce at a boufe near Amiens, where I am 
robbed by the capuchin, who efcapes while 
Tam afléep I go to Noyons in fearch 
of bim, but without fucce/s = make 
my conct ion known to feveral people, but 
find no relief grow de/perate — foin 


a@ company of foldiers inlift in the re- 
giment of Picardy we are ordered 
into Germany—_——I find the fatigues of 


the march almoft intolerable quarrel 

with my comrade in a difpute upon politics 

—hbe challenges me ta. the field, wounds and’ 
. difarms me. . - . .e 


BANE third night of our pilgrimage, we 


pafled ata houfe near Amiens, where Bal- 


thazar. being unknown, we fupped-upon indiffe- 


rent fare, and fower wine,-and. were fain to lie 
in a garret upon an old mattrafs, which, I be- 
Tieve, had been in the poffeffion of ten thoufand 
myriads of fleas, time out.of mind. — We did 
not invade their territory with impunity ;. in le& 
than a minute we were attacked with ftings in- 
numerable, in. fpite- of which,. however, I fell 
fatt afleep, being exceflively fatigued with our 
day’s march, and did. not wake till nine next 
: mornings. 


fe 


rf 
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mornmg, when, feeing myfelf alone, I ftarted 
up in aterrible fright, and examining-my pockets, 
found my prefaging fear too true! My compa- 
nion had made free with my -cafh, and left me 
to feek my way-to Paris by myfelf! I run down 
fairs immediately ; and with a look full of grief 
and amazement, enquired forthemendicant, who, 
they gave me to underftand, had fet out four 
hours before, after having told them, I was a little 
indifpofed, and defired I might not be difturbed, 
but be informed when I fhould wake he had ta 
ken the road to.Noyons, where he would wait 
for my coming, at-the Coq D’Or. —I fpoke not 
a word, but “with a heavy heart dire€ted my 
- courfe to that place, at which IJ arrived in the af- 
ternoon, fainting with wearinefs and hunger ; 
but learned, to my utter confufion, that no fuch 
perfon had-been there! — It was happy for me 
that 1 had a good deal of refentment in my con- 
ftitution, which animated me on fuch occafions, 
againft the villainy of mankind, and-enabled me 
to bear misfortunes otherwife intolerable. — Boil- 
iag with indi.nation, I difcovered to the hoft 
my deplorable condition, and inveighed with 
great: bitrernefs .againft the treachery of Baltha- 
gar; at which he fhrugged up his fhoulders, and 
with a peculiar grimace on his countenance, faid, 
he was-forry for my misfortune; but there was 
Ro remedy like patience. — At that inftant fome 
guefts arrived, to whom he haftened to offer his 
fervice, leaving me mortined at his indifference, 
and fully perfuaded that an inn-keeper is the 
fame fordid animal all over the world. — While I 
.ftood in the porch, forlern and undetermined, 
venting ejaculations of curfes againft the thief 
who had robbed me, and the old prieft who re- 
commended 
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commended him to my friendfhip;: a young 
gentleman richly dreffed, attended by a valet de 
chambreand two fervants in livery, arrived at the 
inn. I thought I perceived a good deal of fweet- 
nefs and good-nature in his countenance ; there- 
fore, he had no fooner alighted than I accofted 


him, and in a few words explained my fituation: — 


He liftened with great politenefs, and when I had 
tnade an end of my ftory, faid, ‘* Well, mon- 
** fieur, what would you have me do?” I 
was effeCtually abafhed at this interrogation, which 
I believed no man of common fenfe or generofity 
could make, and made no other reply than alow 
bow: He returned the compliment ftill lower, 
and tript into an apartment, while the landlord 
let me know, that my ftanding there to interrupt 
company, gave offence, and might do him infinite 
prejudice.— He had no occafion to repeat his infi- 
nuation ; I moved from the place immediately ; and 
was fo much tranfported with grief, anger, and 
difdain, that a torrent of blood gufhed from my 
noftrils. — In this extafy, Iquitted Noyons, and 
betook myfelf to the fields, where I wandered a- 
bout like one diftracted, till my fpirits were quite 
exhaufted, and I was obliged to throw myfelf 
down at the root of a tree, to reft my wearied 
limbs.—Here my rage forfook me, I began to feel 
the importunate cravings of nature, and relapfed 
into filent forrow, and melancholy refleGion. I 
revolved all the crimes I had been guilty of, and 
found them fo few and venial, that I could not 
comprehend the juftice of that providence, which 
after having expofed-me to fo much wretched 


nefs and danger, left me a prey to famine at laf. 


in a foreign country, where I had not one friend 
or acquaintance to clofe my eyes, and do the laf 
< - of- 


- 
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offices of bumanity ta my miferable carcafe. —~ 
A thoufand times I withed myfelf a bear, that 


I might retreat to. woods and defarts, far from 


the inbofpitable haunts. of man, where I could 
live by my own talents independant of treacherous 
friends, and fupercilious{corn. 

As I lay in this manner, groaning over my 
haplefs fate, 1 heard the found of a violin, and 
raifing my head, perceived a company of men 
and women dancing on the grafs at fome diftance 
from me.— I loaked upon this to be a favourable 
feafon for diftrefs to attract compaffion, when e- 
very felith thought is banifhed, and the heart 
dilated with mirth and focial joy; wherefore I 
got up and approached thofe happy people, whom 
\foon difcovered to be a party of foldiers, with 
their wives, and. children, unbending and divert- 
ing themfelves at this rate, after the fatigue of 
amarch. — I had neyer before feen fuch a parcel 
of {care-crows together, neither could I reconcile 
their meagre gaunt leoks, their {qualid and ragged 
attire, and every other external fymptom of ex- 
treme woe, with this gppearance of feftivity.— 
I faluted. them however, and was received with 
great politefle ; after which they formed a ring 
and danced around me.—~T his jollity had a won- 
derful effect upon my fpirits! I was infected with 
their gayety, and in fpite of my difmal fituation 
forgot my cares, and joined in their extravagance, 
~— When we had recreated ourfelyes a good while 
at this diverfton, the ladies {pread their manteaus 
on the ground, upon which. they emptied their 
knapfacks of fome = onions, coarfe bread and . 
a few flafks of peor wine: Being invited to a 
fhare of the banquet, J] fat down with the reft, 
and in the whole coutfe of my life never made a 


more 
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more comfortablé meal. — When our repaft was 
ended, we got up again to dances and now that | 
i found myfelf refrefhed, I behaved to the ad- 
miration of every body: I was loaded with a 
thoufand compliments, and profeffions of friends . 
{hip ; the men commended my perfon and agility, 
and the women were loud in the praife of my 
bonnegrace; the ferjeant im particular, exprefled 
fo much regard for mre, and defcribed the agree- 
trens of a foldier’s life, with fo much art, that 
I began to liften to his propofal of enlifting me 
in the fervice; and the more'I confidered my 
own: condition, the more I was convinced of the 
neteffity I was under to come to a fpeedy deter: 
mination. — Having therefore maturely weighed 
the circumftances pro and con, I fignified my 
confent, and was admitted into the regiment of 
Picardy, faid to be the oldeft corps in Europe. — 
{he company to which this command belonged, 
was quartered at a village not far off, whither we 
marched next day, and I was prefented to my 
captain, who feemed very well pleafed with my 
appearance, gave me a csown to drink, ‘and or- 
dered me to be accommodated with cloaths, arms 
and accoutrements.— Whereupon I fold my. livery 
fuit, purchafed linnen, and as I was at great pains 
to learn the exercife, in a very fhort time be- 
came acompleat foldier. 

- It was not long before we received orders. to 
join feveral more regiments, and.march with all 
expedition into Germany, in order to reinforce 
Marefchal Duc de Noailles, who was then en- 
camped with his army on the fide of the river 
Mayne, to watch the motions of the Englifh, Au- 
ftrians, and Heffians, under the command of the 
earl of Stair. We began our march accordingly, 

an 


Ropvperick Ranpom: 61 


and then I became acquainted with that part of a 
foldier’s life to which I had been a ftranger hither- 
to.—It is impoffible to defcribe the hunger and 
thirft I fuftained, and the fatigue I underwent in 
a march of fo many hundred mallet ; during which, 
I was fo much chafed with the heat and motion 
of my limbs, that in a very fhort time the infide 
of my thighs and legs were deprived of fkin, and 
I proceeded in the utmoft torture.- This misfor- 
tune I owed to the plumpnefs of my conftitution, 
which I curfed, and envied the withered condi- 
tion of my comrades,.whofe bodies could not 
{pare juice enough to fupply a common iffue, 
and were indeed proof again{t ‘all manner of fric- 
tion. The continual pain I felt made me fretful, 
and my peevifhnefs was increafed by the mortifi- 
cation of my pride in feeing thefe miferable 
wretches, ‘whom a:hard gale of wind would 
have fcattered through the air like chaff, bear 
thofe toils with alacrity, under which I was reag 
dy to fink. 

One day while we enjoyed a halt, and the fol- 
diers with their wives had gone out to dance, 
according to cuftom, my comrade ftaid at home 
with me on pretence of friendfhip, -and infulted 
me with his pity and confolation! He told me, 
though I was young and tender at prefent, I 
would foon be feafoned to the fervice; and he 
did not doubt but I fhould have the honaur.to 
contribute in fome meafure to the glory of the 
king. — ‘* Have courage, therefore, my child 
‘¢ (faid he) and pray to the good God, that you 
“© may be as happy as I am, who have had the 
‘© honour of ferving Lewis the Great, and of re- 
‘* ceiving many wounds in helping to eftablifh 
6 his glory.”—-When I looked upon the con- 
Vou. = OD ‘ -temptible 
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temptible object that pronounced thefe words, I 


was amazed at the infatuation that pofleffed him ; 


and could not help expreffing my aftonifhment at 


the abfurdity of a rational being, who thinks 
himfelf highly honoured in being permitted ta 
encounter abject poverty, oppreffion, famine, 


‘difeafe, mutilation, and evident death, merely 


to gratify the vicious ambition of a prince, by, 
whom his fufferings were difregarded, and his 
name utterly, unknown.—I obferved, that if his 
fituation was the confequence of compulfion, as 
having been preffed, into the fervice, I would 


praife his patience and fortitude in bearing his lot ; 


—if he had taken up arms in defence of his in- 
jured country, he was to-be applauded for his 
patriotifm ;—or if he had fled to this way of life 
as a refuge from a greater evil, he was juftifiable 


in his own confcience (though I could have no, 


notion of mifery more extreme than that he fuf- 


fered ;) but to put his condition on the footing 
of conducing to the glory of his prince, was no 


more than profeffing himfelf a defperate flave, 
who voluntarily underwent the utmoft wretched- 
nefs and peril, and committed the moft: flagrant 
crimes, to footh the barbarous pride of a fellow- 
creature, his fuperior in nothing but the power he 
derived from the fubmiffion of fuch wretches as he. 


The foldier was very much affronted at the liberty — 


T took with. his king, which he faid, nothing but 
my ignorance could excufe : He affirmed, that'the, 
charaters of princes were facred, and oyght not 
to be profaned by the cenfure of’ their’ fubjects, 
wha were bound by their allegiance to obey. their 
commands, of what nature foever, without fcruple 
or repining—And adviled me ta corfect: the. re- 
bellious principles I had imbibed among the 

: tert ; i En glith, 
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Englifh, who, for their infolence to: their: kings;: 
were notorious all: over the world, even to a! 
‘proverb : ' | 


Le rey a Angleterre, | 
Ef le roy del Enfors 


In vindication of my counttymen, I’ repeated! 
-all the arguments: commonly: ufed ‘to’ prove: that’ 
‘every nyan has a-natural right toliberty’; that al- 
legiance-and prote€tion are reciprocal; that when 
the mutual tie is broken by the tyranny. of the 
king, .he: is‘ aeéountable to the people for his’ 
‘breach of conera&tj and fubje@ ‘to the penalty of 
‘the law’ and that. thofé infurrections: of the. 
Englifh, which are branded with! the name of: 
rebeHion, by the flaves of arbitrary power, were 
no other than glorious efforts to refcue that inde- 


--pendance which was -their birthright; from’ the 


ravenous claws of ufurping ambition. — The 
Frenchman, provoked at the little deference I paid 
to the kingly name, loft all patience, and re- 
proached me in fuch a manner, that my temper - 
forfook me, and I clenched my fift, with an in- 
tention to give him a hearty box on the ear.— 
‘Perceiving my delign, he ftarted back, and de- 
manded a.parley ; upon which I checked my -in- 
dignation, and he gave me to underftand that a 
Frenchman never forgave a blow ; therefore if I 
was not weary of my life, I would do well to 
{pare him that mortification, and do him the ho- 
nour of meafuring his fword with mine, like a 
gentleman.—lI took his advice and ‘followed him 
toa field hard by, where indeed I was afhamed 
at the pitiful figure of my antagonift, who was 
a poor, little, fhivering creature decrepid with 
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e, and blind of one.eye.—But I foon found 
the folly of judging from appearances ; being at 
the fecond pafs wounded in the fword hand, and 
immediately difarmed with fuch a jerk, that I 
thought the joint was diflocated.—I ‘was no lef 
confounded than enraged at this event, efpecially 
as my adverfary did not bear his fuccefs with all 
the moderation that might have been expected ; 
for he infifted upon my afking pardon for my pre- 
fumption in affronting his king and him.—This 
I would by no means comply with, but told him, 
it was a mean condefcenfion, which no gentle- 
man in his- circumftanoes ought to propofe, nor 
none in my fituation perform ;—and that if. he 
perfifted in his ungenerous demand, I would in 
my turn claim fatisfaction with my mufket, at 
which weapon we fhould be more upon a par, 
than with the fword, of which he feemed fo. 
rouch matter, 
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The gafcon does not ufe bis viftory with all the 

moderation that migbt bave been expetied 
— In order to be revenged I learn the 
fetence of defence. ——— We join Mare/chat 
Due de Noailies —— are engaged with the 
allies at Dettingen, and put to flight —— 
the. bebaviour of the French foldiers on 
that occafion——I induftrioufly feek another 
combat with the old gafcan, and vanquilh 
him in my luri——————t tar regiment ts put 
into winter quarters at Rheims, where I 
Jind: my friend: Strap — our recognition — 
be fupplies me with moncy, and procures my 
difcharge we take a trip to Paris; 
from whence we fet out for London by 
the way of Flanders, where we fafely ar- 
rive. | | | 


E was difconcerted. at this declaration 

to which he made no reply, but repaired 
to the dancers, among. whom he recounted his 
vidlory with many exaggerations and gafconades ; 
while I, taking. up my fword, went to my quar- 
ters and examined my wound, which I found was 
of no confequence. — The fame day, an Irifh 
drummer, having heard my misfortune, vifited 
me, and after having cordsled me on the chance 
of war, gave me to underftand, that he was 
; | D 3° matter 
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mafter of his fword, and would ina very fhort 
time inftru& me fo thoroughly in that noble 
{cience, that I fhould’be able to chaft:fe the old 
gafcon for his infolent sane | at my expence. 
— This friendly -ofice he proffered on pretence 
of the regard he had for his countrymen; but I 
afterwards ‘learned the true.motive:was no other 
than a jealoufy he entertained of a correfpondence 


between the.Frenchman and his wife, which he 


did vnot think proper to .refent.in perfon.—Be 

this.as it will, I accepted his offer, and practifed 
his leffons with fuch application, that I foon be- 
lieved myfelf a match for my conquesor.—In the 
mean time we continued our march, and arrived 
at the camp of Marefchal ‘Noailies, the nighe 
before the -battle of Dettingen. ‘Notwithftanding 
the fatigue we had undergone, our regiment was 
one of thofe.that wexe ordered went day to crofs 


the river, under the command of the Duc de © 


Gramont, ,to take poffelfion .of a narrow defile, 
through which the allies muft of neceffity have 
paffed at.a. great difadvantage, or remain where 
_ they were, and -perifh fer want of provifion, ‘if 
they would not condefcend to furrender at difcre- 
tion.—How they fuffered themfelves to be pent 
up jn this manner, it is not my province to re- 
Jate ; I fhall only obferve, that when we had taken 
poffeiion of our ground, I heard an old officer 
in-converfation ‘with another, profefs a ‘furprife 
at the conduét of Lord Stair, whoshad the repu- 
tation of agood general—But it feems, at this 
time, that nobleman ‘was over-ruled, and only 
acted in an inferior charaCter 3 fo that-no part of 
the blame could be imputed to him, who declared 
his difapprobation of the ftep, in confequence of 
which the whole army wasin the utmoft dan« 
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ger; but-providence or deftiny ated miracles in 
their behalf, by difpofing the Duc de Gramont | 
to quit his advantageous poft, pafs the defile, and 
attack the Englifh, who were drawn up in order 
of battle on the plain, and who handled us fo 
roughly, that after having loft a great number of 
men, we turned our backs without ceremony, 
and fled with fuch ‘precipitation, that many hun- 
dreds perifhed in the river, through pure fear and 
confufion ; for the‘erlemy was fo generous, that 
they did not purfue us one inch of ground 5 
and if our confternation would have permitted, 
we might have retreated with gréat order and de- 
liberation. — But notwithftanding the royal cle- 
moncy of the king of Great Britain, who headed 
the-allies in perfon, and, no ‘doubt, put a fldpto the 
carnage, our lof& amounted to 5000 men, atnong 
whom were many officers of ‘diftin@tion.—Our 
maifcarriage opened a paflage for the foe to Hanau, 


- whither they immediately marched, leaving their 


fick -and wounded to the’care of the French, who 
next day took poffeflion of the field of battle, 
buried the dead, and treated the living with hu- 
manity..— This was a great confolation to ws, 
who thence took occafion .to. claim the victory 5 
and the genius of the French nation ‘never ap- 
peared more confpicudus than now, in the rhoto~. 
montades they uttered on the fubje& of thei¢ ge-- 
Rerofity and courage: Every man, (by his own: 
accousit) performed feats that would have fhamed 
all the heroes of antiquity. —One compared him- 
felf toa lion retiring at ‘leifure from his coward- 
ly purfuers, who keep at a wary diftance, and 
gall hima with their darts.—Another likened him- 
{elf to a bear that retreats with his face to the 
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enemy, who dare not affail him; and a third af: 
fumed the character of a defperate ftag, that turns 
upon the hounds and keeps them at bay.—— 
‘There was not a private foldier engaged, who 
had not by the prowefs of his fingle arm de- 
molifhed a whole platoon, or put a fquadron of 
horfe to flight ; and among others, the meagre 
gafcon extolled his exploits above thofe of Her- 
cules or Charlemagne. — As I ftill retained my 
refentment for the difgrace I fuffered in my laft 
recontre with him, and now that I thought my- 
felf qualified, longed for an opportunity to re- 
trieve my honour ; I magnified the valour of the 
Englifh with all the hyperboles 1 could imagine, 
and decried the pufilanimity of the French in the 
fame ftile, comparing them to hares flying before 
grey-hounds, or mice purfued by cats ; and pafied 
an ironical campliment on the fpeed he exerted 
in his flight, which, confidering his age and in- 
firmities, I faid was furprifing.—He was ftung to 
the quick by this farcafm, ard with an air of 
threatning difdain, bid me know myfelf better, — 
and remember the correction I had already. re- 
ceived from him for my infolence ; for he might 
not be always in the humour of fparing a wretch 
who abufed his goodnefs. To this inuendo f 
made no reply but by a kick on the breech, 
which overturned him in an inftant. —— He 
ftarted up with wonderful agility, and ‘drawing 
his fword, attacked me with great fury': Several 
people interpofed, but when he informed them | 
of its being an affair of honour, they retired and 
left-us to decide the battle by ourfelves. I fuf- 


" - tained his onfet with little damage, having only’ 


received a fmall fcratch on my right! fhoulder, 
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and feeing his breath and vigour almoft exhaufted, 
aflaulted: him in my turn, clofed with him, and 
wrefted his fword out of his hand in the ftruggle. 
-— Having thus acquired the vi€tory, I defired 
him to beg his life; to which he made no anfwer, 
but fhrugged up his fhoulders to his ears, ex- 
panded. his hands, elevated the fkin of his. fore- 
head and eye-brows, and .deprefied the corners of 
his mouth, in fuch a manner, that I could fcarce 
refrain from laughing aloud at his grotefque ap- 
pearance.——That I might, however, mortify his 
vanity, which had triumphed without bounds 
over my misfortune, I thruft his {word up to the 
hilt in fomething (it was not a tanfy) that lay 
$§moaking on the plain, and joined the reft of the 
foldiers- with an air of tranquility and _indiffe- 
rence. : = 

- There was nothing more of moment attempted 
by either: of the armies:during the remaining part 
of the campaign; which being ended, :the Englith 
marched back to.the Netherlands; part of our 
amy. was. detached to French Flanders, and our 
regiment ordered to winter-quarters in Chams 
pagne.—It-was the fate of the grenadier company, 
to.which. I_now belonged, to lie at Rheims, where 
1 found myfelf in. the’ utmoft want of every 
thing : My. pay, which: amounted to.five fols 
a day, far from fupplying me. with neceflaries; 
being {carce fufficient to procure a wretched fub- 
fiftance, to. keep foul and body’ together 3. fo 
that 1. was, by hunger:and hard duty, brought 
down to the meagre condition of: my. féllow-fol+ 


_diers,, and my. linen redueed from three tolerable 


fhirts, to two pair of: fleeves and necks, the bos: 
digs having been long ago converted into {patter 
dafhes ; and after all, J was better provided. tham 
Veg . D 5 any 
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‘private’ man in the regiment.—In this ure 
nae of my affairs, 1 wrote to my uncle in 
England, ‘though my hopes from that quarter 
were not at ail fanguine, for the reafons I have 
already explained, and in the mean time had re- 
courfe to-my old remedy patience, confoling my- 
felf with the Mattering fuggeftions of a lively 
imagination that never abandoned me in my 
diftrefs. 
- One day, while I ftood centinel at the gate 
ef a general officer, a certain nobleman came 
to the door, followed by s gentleman in mourn- 
ing, to whom, at parting, I heard him fay, 
«You may depend upon my good offices.”-— 
This affurance was anfwered by a lew bow of 
the pesfon in black, whe turning to.go away, 
- difcovered to me the individual countenance of 
my old friend and adherent Strap, —I was fo much 
aftonifhed at the fight, that I loft the power of 
utterance, and before I could recoleé& myfelf,, 
he was gone, without taking any notice of ‘me. 
Indeed, had he ftaid, I fearce would have ven- 
tured to accoft him ; becaufe, though I was per- 
fectly well acquainted with the features of his 
face, I could not be pofitiyely certain as to the 
reft of his perfon, which was very much altered: 
for the better, fince +he Jeft me at London; nei- 
ther could I conje&ture by what means. he was 
enabled te. appear in the fphene of a gentleman, 
- to which, while I knew him, he had not. even the 
ambition-to afpite.— But [ was too.much concerned 
in the affair to-negle& further information, and 
therefore took the firft opportunity of afking 
the porter if he knew the gentleman to whom 
the Marquis fpoke. The Swi told me, his 
mame was Mpnficur d’Eftrapes, that he had S08 
vas 
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valet de chambre to-an Englifh gentleman lately 
deceafed, and that he was very much regarded 
by the Marquis for his fidelity to his mafter, bee 
tween whom and that noblemana very intimate 
friendfhip had fubfifted.—Nothing could be more 
agreeable to me than: this piece of intelligence, 
which banifhed all doubt of its being my friend, 
who had found means to frenchify his name as 
well as his behaviour, fince we parted.—As foon 
therefore, as I was relieved, I went to his lodg- 
ing, according to a direction given me by the 
Swils, and had the good fortune to find him at 
home. That. I might furprize him the more; 
I-concealed my name and bufinefs, and only de- 
fired the fervant of the houfe, to tell Monfieur 
@’Eftrapes, that I begged the honour of half ah 
hour’s converfation with hin.—He was confound- 
ed and difmayed at this meffage, when he urider- 
ftood it was fent by a foldfer, though he was 
confcious to himfelf of no crime; all that he 
had heard of the Baftile appeared to his imagi- 
nation with aggravated horror, and it was not 
before, I had waited a confiderable time, that be 
had refolution enough to bid the fervant fhew me. 


up ftairs.—-When I entered his chamber, he re- 


turned my bow with great civility, and endea- 
voured with forced complaifance, to difguife his 
fear, which appeared in the palenefs of his faces. 
the wildnefs of his looks, and the fhaking of his 
Jimbs.—I was diverted at his confternation, which 
redoubled, when I told him (in French) -I had 
bufinefs for his, private ear, and demanded a pare 
ticular audience. — The valet being withdrawn, 
1 afked in the fame language,, if his name was" 
d@’Eftrapes, to which he anfwered, with a faul- 
tering tongue, ‘* The fame, at your fervice.”’— 
| | D6- ‘© Are 
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*¢ Are you a Frenchman? (faid I.)”’—=S¢ I have 
“* not the honour of being a Frenchman born 
‘¢ (replied he) but I have an infinite veneration 
*¢ for the country.’’—I then defired he would do 
me the honour to look at me, which he no fooner 
did, than ftruck with my appearance, he ftarted 
back and cried in Englifh, ** O Jefus '!—{ure it 
“* can’t !—No, ’tis impoffible! ”’— I fmiled at 
his interjections, faying, ‘* I fuppofe you are too 
sé much of a gentleman to own your friend in - 
“ adverfity.”.—-When he heard me pronounce 
thefe words in our own language, he leaped upon 
me ina tranfport of joy, hung about my neck, 
kiffed me from ear to ear, and blubbered like a 
great {chool-boy who has been whipt.— Then 
obferving my drefs, he fet up his throat, cry- 
ing, “© O L—d ! O L—d! that ever I fhould 
*s live too fee my deareft friend reduced to the 
¢¢ condition of a foot foldier in the French fer- 


‘6 vice! Why did you confent to my leaving 


«© you ?— But I know the reafon — you thought 
*< you had got more creditable friends and grew 
** afhamed of my acquaintance. — Ah! Lord 


“© help us! though I was a little fhort-fighted, 


«© I was not altogether blind; — .And though 


‘© 1 did not complain, I was not the lefs fen- 
~S fible of your unkindne&, which was indeed the 


‘¢ only thing that induced me to ramble abroad, 
«¢ the Lord knows whither; but I muft own 
‘*¢ it has been a lucky ramble for me, and fo 
“¢ I forgive you, and may God forgive you : 


“«— OL—d! O L—d! is it come to this?” 
w= I was nettled at the charge, which, though 


juft, I could not help thinking unfeafonable, and 
told him with fome tartnefs, that whether. his 


fulpicions were well or ill-grounded, he might 


have 


hk 


Roperick R:npom. 73 
have chofen a more convenient opportunity of in- 
troducing them : And that the queftion now was, 
whether or no' he found himfelf difpofed to lend 
me any affiftance. —— ** Difpofed! (replied: he 
‘© with great emotion) I thought you had known 
© me fo well, as toaffure yourfelf; without ask- 
ing, that I, and all that belongsto me, are at 


‘$$ ‘your command.---In the mean time, you fhall 


“@ 


‘ dine with me, and E-will tell you fomething 
‘¢ that, perhaps, will not be difpleafing unto 


66. you.”—---Then wringing my hand, he faid, 
*¢ Te makes my heart bleed ‘to fee you m that 


“ garb!” --- I thanked him for his invitation, 
which, I obferved, could not be unwelcome to a 
perfon who had not eaten a comfortable meal 
thefe feven months ; but’ EF had another requeft 


to make, which I begged he would grant before 
dinner, and that was the loan ofa fhirt: For al- 


though my back had beer many weeks a ftranger 


to any comfort of this kind, my skin was not 


yet. quite familiarized to the want of it. --- He 


ftared in my face,’ with a woful countenance, at 
‘this declaration, which he would fcarcee believe, 


until Eexptained it, by unbuttoning my coat, 


and difclofing my, naked body ; a circum- 


ftance that fhocked the tender-hearted Strap, 
who, with tears in hig eyes; run to a cheft & 
drawers, and taking out fome linen, prefented 
to me a very fine ruffled hotland fhirt, and 


‘cambrick neckcloth, affuring me, he had 
‘three‘dezen of the fame kind at my fervice, -~- 


J was‘ravifhed at ‘this piece of good néws, and 


having accommodated myfelf in a’‘moment, ‘ hug- 
‘ged my ben¢factor for his generous offer, - faying, 


I was overjoyed to find him undebauched ‘by 
profperity, which feldom fails ef corrupting the | 


-beart. He befpoke for dinner, fome foup and 


bouille 


”. phyficians he went to 
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bouillé,- 2 couple of pullets roafted, and a.difh of 
afparagus, and in the interim entertained me 
with bifcuit and Burgundy ; after which he en- 
treated me to gratify his longing defire of know- 
ing evéry circumftance of my fortune fince his 
departure from London.---This I cemplied with, 
beginning at the adventure of Gawky, and re- 
Jating every particular event in which I had. 
been concerned fram that day to the prefent hour. 
During the recital, my friend was ftrongly. af- 
fected, according to the various fituations de- 
fcribed : He ftarted with furprize, glowed with 
indignation, : g with curiofity, fmiled with. 
pleafure, trembled with fear, and: wept with for- 
tow,. as the viciffitudes of my life infpired thefe 
different paffions; and when my ftory was ended, 
fignified bis amazement on the whole, by liftin 


up bis eyes and sae and protefting, that tho” 


J was a.young. man, 
the bleffed martyrs. | 

After dinner, I defired in my turn, to know: 
the particulars of his peregrination, and he fatif- 
fied me in a few. words, by giving me to under-. 
ftand that he had lived a year at Paris with his. 


chad {uffered more than all. 


mafter, who in that time having acquired the: 


language, as well as the fafhionable exercifes, to. 
perfe€tjon, made a tour of France and Holland, 
during which excurfron, he was fo unfortunate as- 


to meet with three of bis own countrymen on . 


their travels, in whofe company he. committed: 
Such exceffes, that his conftitution failed, and-he- 
fell into .a confumption ; that by the: advice. of: 

Montpelier for the benefit 
 @f good airs and recovered fo well: in. fix. weeks,. 
that he returned to Rheims, feemingly in good 
beakth, where be had not :centinued above a 


a 
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month, when -he was feized with a loofenefs, 
that carried ‘him off in ten days, to the unfpeake 
ble forrow of ali who knew him, and efpecially 
of Strap, who had been very happy in his ferviee, 
and given fuch fatisfa@tion, that his mafter on hia 
death- bed, recommended him to feveral perfons 
of diftin@ion, for his diligence, fobriety, and af+ 
fection, and left him by will, his wearing apparel, 
gold watch, .fword, rings, ready money, and all 
the moveables he had in France, to the value of 
three hundred pounds, *“ which I now (faid he) 
S$‘ in the fight of God and man, furrender to your 
¢ .abfolute difpofal : Here are my keys, take them, 
« ] befeech you, and God give you joy of the 
© poffefion.” -—--- My brain was almodt turned. 
with this fudden change of fortune, which I 
could fcarce believe real; however, I pofitively 
refuted this extravagant proffer of my ‘friend, and 
put him in mind of my beihg,a foldier ;. at which. 
he flarted, crying, ** Odfo! that’s true --- we 
* muf procure your difcharge---I have fome in-- 
“© tereft with a nobleman who is able to do me: 
«© that favour,”-~--We confulted about this affair,. 
and it was determined, that Menfieur-d’Eftrapes. 
fhould wait upon the marquis: in the morning, 
and tell him he had by aecident found his brother, 
whom he had not feen for. many years befote, va 
private foldies in the regiment of Picardie, and im- 
glore that nobleman’s intereft for-his difcharge. -.- 
In the mean time: we enjoyed ourfelves over a 
bottle of good Burgundy, and fpent the evening 
in.goncerting fchemes.for our future conduét, in 
cafe I fhould be. fo lucky as to get rid ‘of the 
army.--- The bufinefs was 40. make ourfelves eafy 
for life, :by moans.of his. legacy, -a task very 
difficul, and, in she ufasl methods of laying out 
cy, 3 mAONCY> 
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money, altogether impracticable; fo that after 
much canvafieg, we could come to no refolution 
that night, but when we. parted, recommended 
the matter to the ferious attention of each other. 
‘As for my ewn part, I puzzled my imagination 
to. no purpofe ; when I thought of turning mers 
chant, the fmallnefs of our ftock, and the risk of 
feas, enemies and markets, deterred me from that 
’ {cheme. --- If 1 fhould fettle as a furgeon in my 
own country; I would find the bufinefs already 
' ‘overftocked ;: or if I pretended to fet up in Eng- 
‘Jand, muft labour under want of friends and pow+ 
erful oppofition, obftacles unfurmountable by the 


moft fhining merit ; neither would I fucceed in 
my endeayours to rifein the ftate, inafmuch as I | 


could neither flatter nor pimp for courtiers, . nor 


‘proftitute my pen in defence of a wicked and cone | 


temptible adminiftration. --- Before I could form 
_ one feafible projec, I fell afleep, and my fahcy 

was -bleffed with the image of. the dear Narcifla, 
-who feemed to {mile upon my paffion, and offer. 
her hand as a reward for all my toils, nt 
_ -Early in the morning, I went to the lodgings 
-of my friend, whonv I found exulting over -his 
happy invention ; for | no fooner entered. bis 
apartment, than he addseffed me in thefe words, 
with a fmile uf felfsapplaufe::* Well, Mn 
-¢ Random, a lucky thought may come into a 
“© fool’s head fometimes. --- I have:hit it---I’H 
‘© hold. you a button my plan is better than. 
“$8 yours, for all your learning. --- But you fhail 
‘© have the preference in this as in. all qgher 
‘“¢ things; .therefore preceed,. and let us know 
‘© the effects of your meditation---and then I will. 
*¢ impart-my own fimple.excopitatiohs.”-—--»--r 


‘I told him, that not ane thought occurred..torme _ 


which 
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which deferved the leaft’ notice, and fignified my 
impatience to be acquainted with the fruits of his 
reflexion, —** As we have not (faid he) money 


T9 


fufficient to maintain us during a tedious ex- 


‘© pectation, it is my opinion, that a bold pufh 


muft be made; and I fee none fo likely to . 
fucceed as your ‘appearing in the character 
of agentleman (which is your due) and mak- 
ing your addrefles to fome lady of fortune 
who can render you independant at once. ——~ 
Nay, don’t ftare —I affirm that this fcheme 
is both prudent and honourable; for I would 
not havé you throw yourfelf away upon an 
old toothlefs, wheezing dame, whofe breath 
would ftink you into -a confumption in lefs 
than three months ; ‘neither would I advife 
you to affume the character of a wealthy 
“Squire, as your common fortune-hunters do, 


by which means many a2 poor lady is cheated 


into matrimony, and inftead of ‘enjoying the 
pomp and grandeur that was :promifed, fees 
her dowry feized by her husband’s rapacious 
creditors, and -herfelf reduced to mitery and 
defpair. — No, I know you have a foul that 


difdains fuch impofition; and are matter of 


qualifications both of mind and body, which 
alone entitle you to.a match, that will fet you 
above the world.—I. have cloaths in my pof- 
feffion, that a Duke need not be afhamed to 
wear.—I believe they will fit you as they are; 
if not, there are plenty of taylors in. France.. 
—lLet us take a fhort trip to Paris, and pro- 
vide: ourfelves in all other neceffaries, then 
fet out for England, where I intend to do my- 
felf the honour of attending you in quality of 


valet, --- This. will fave you the expence of a 
; 66 fervant, 
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“* fervant, fhaving ind dtefing ; and Fdoubt not 
‘* but by the bieffiag of God, we fhall bring 
© matters to a Speedy and fortunate iffue,’’ ----- 
Extravagant as this: propofal -waa, I liftened to it 
with pleafure, becaufe it fattered my vanity, and 
indulged a ridiculous hope I began to entertain 
of infpising Narcifla witha mutual flame. 

After breakfaft, Monfieur\d’Eftrapes went to 
pay his devoirs to the Marquis, and was fo fuccefs- 
ful in his application, ‘that I obtained a difcharge 
ina few days, upon which we fet out .for Paris. 
---Here I had time to reflect and congratulate 
miyfelf upon this fudden-tranfition of fate, which 
toibear with moderation, required fome d¢groe 
of philofophy and ‘felf-denia).- --T bis will be more 
ebvious, if i give a detail of the particulars, to 
the quiet -pofiefien of which I was railed in an 
inant, from the moft abje& mifery and con- 
tempt.---My wardrobe confifted of five fafhion~ 
able coats full-mounted, two of which were plain, 


one of cut velvet, one trimed with gold, and 


another with filver-lace ; two frocks, one of 


white drab with large plate buttons, the other 


of blue, with gold binding ; one waiftcoat of gold 
brocard ; one of blue fattio, embroidered with 
filver 4 .one of ‘green filk, tririmed with broad 
figured gold lace; one of black firlk, with frin- 
ges; one of white fattins one of black cloth, 
and one of fcarlet ; fax pair of cloth breeches 7 
ene pair of crimfon, and another of black velvety. 
twelve pair of white filk flockings, as many of 
black filk, and the fame rae of fine cotton5 
ene hat, laced with gold pant d’Lfpagne, another 
with fibver-lace feclloped. 2 third with gold bind- 
oe and a fourth plain; three dozen of fine 
ruffed fhirts, as many seckdoths; .onc. wager 


Roperick Ranpom. 99 
of cambrick handkerchiefs, and the like number 
of filk. The other.moveables which I poffeffed 
by the penerofity and friendfhip of Strap, were, 
a gold watch with a chafed cafe, two valuable. 
diamond rings, two mourning fwords, one with 
a filver handle, and a fourth cut fteel inlaid with 
gold, a didmond fteck-buckle, and.a fet of ftone 
buckles ‘for the knees and fhoes; a pair of filver 
mounted piftols with rich houfings ; a gold-headed 
cane, and a {nuff-box of tortotfe-fhell . mounted 
with gold, having the picture of a lady in the 
lid. — The gentleman left many other things of 
value, which my ‘friend had-eonverted into cafh 
before } met with him, fo that over and above 
thefe particulars, our flock in ready ‘money’ a- 
mounted to fomething more than two hundred 
pounds. - aS a a oe 
| ‘Thase equipt, ‘I put on the gentleman of figure, 
and ‘attended by ‘my honeft ‘friend, who was con- 
tented with the ftation of my valet, viftted the 
Louvre, examined ‘the gallery of Luxemburgh, 
and-appeared at Verfailles; where I had the ho- 
mour of feeing his Moft Chriftian Majefty eat a 
confiderable -quantity of olives. — During the . 
month I pert at Paris, I went feveral times to 
court, the Italian opera, and play-houfe, danced 
eta Mafquerade, and in fhert faw every thing 
vemarkable in and about that -capital. — After 
which we fet out for England by ‘the way of 
Flanders, paffed through Bruffels, Ghent, and 
Bruges, and took fhipping at Offend, from 
whence im fourteen hours we arrived at Deal, 
. hired a peft-chaife, and in twelve hours more got 
{afe to London ; having difpofed of our beavy 
baggage in the waggon. | 


CHAR 
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ZL enquire about my uncle, and underftand be 
ts gone to fea take lodgings at Charing- 

| crofs —— go to the play, where I meet 

| with an adventure dine at an ordat- 
, nary; the guefts defcribed———become ac- 
guainted with Medlar and dofter WVagtail. 


S: foon as we alighted at the inn, I dif- 
A patched Strap to enquire about my uncle, 
at the Union Flag in Wapping; and he seturnr 
ed in a little ‘time, with an account of Mr. 

~ Bowling’s having gone to fea, mate of a mer- 
chant fhip, after a long and unfuccefsful applica- 
tion and attendance at the admiralty ; where, if 
feems,. the intereft he depended upon, was not 
fufficient to reinftate him, or recover the pay that 
was due to him when he quitted the Thunder. , 
Next day I hired very handfome lodgings not — 
far from Charing-crofs; and in the evening, 
dreffed myfelf in a plain fuit of the true Paris cut, 
and appeared.in.a front box at the play, where 
I faw a good deal of company, and had vanity 
enough to‘make me believe, that I was obferved 
with an. uncommon degree of attention and ap- 
plaufe. This filly conceit intoxicated me fo much, 
that I was guilty of a thoufand ridiculous co- | 
quetries ; and I dare fay, how favourable foever 
the thoughts of the company might be .at. my 
firft appearance, they were foon changed pee 
i ie 7 -abfur 
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abfurd behaviour, ‘into pity.or.contempt.—I got 

up and fat down, :covered and uncovered my 

head twenty-times ‘between the acts; pulled out 

my watch, clapped it to -my. ear, wound it up, 

fet it, gaveitthe hearing again; — difplayed my 
fnuff-box, affedted:to take fnuff, that I might 
have an opportunity of fhewing my brilliant, and 
wiped my nofe with.a perfumed handkerchief ; — 
then dangled my cane, and adjufted my -fword- 
knat, .and acted many more fooleries of the fame 
kind, in hopes of obtaining the character of a 
pretty fellow, in the acquiring of. which, I found 
two confiderable obftruGions in my difpofition ; 
namely, a.natural referve, and jealous fenfbility. 
Fain would I have entered into canverfation with 
the people around me ; but was reftrained by the 
fear of being cenfured for my aflurance, as well 
as by reflecting that I was more entitled to a 
compliment of this kind fromithem, than they to 
fach condefcenfion from a ftranger like me.— 
How often did I redden at. the frequent. whifpers 
and loud laughter of my fellow beaus, which I 
imagined were excited by me! and how often 
did I envy the happy indifference of thofe choice 
Spirits who beheld the diftrefs of the fcene, with- 
gut difcovering the leaft fymptom of approbation 
or concern! My attention was engaged in fpite 
of myfelf, and I could not help weeping with 
the heroine of the ftage; though I practifed a 
great many fhifts to conceal this impolite piece of 
weaknefs, — When the play was ended, I fat: 
waiting for an opportunity of handing fome lady 
to her coach ; but every one was attended by fuch 
a number of officious gallants, that for a long time 
I was baulked in my expectation. — At length, 
however, J perceived a very handfome creature, 
genteelly 
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genteelly dreffed,. fitting: by: herfelf in-2 box, at- 
fame diftance from: me ; upon which I. went. up: 
to her, and offered my. fervice.—She feemed: to. 
be in fome confufion, thanked me for my com- 
plaifance, and with a tender look declined giv- 
ing me the trouble ;. looking at her ‘watch, and: 
teftifying her furprize at the negligence of her 
footman, whom fhe. had - ordered to have a chait’ 


ready for her: at that hour] repeated my ine: * 


treaty with all the elaquence: and complinsent 1’ 
was mafter: of; and in the event, fhe: was pre+ 
vailed upon: to.accept of a propofal FE made, to fend: 
my. fervant for a chair or coach: . Accordingly, : 
Strap. was detached forthat purpofé, and returned: 
without fuccefs, there being none: to be: found ; 
by this time the play-houfe was quite empty, and: 
we-were obliged to retire: As I Jed her througt: 
the paflage, I obferved five or: fix young fellows: 
of fafhion, ftagding in a. corner, one of whont,' 
as I thought, tipt my charmer the wink, and’ 
when we were paft, I heard them: fet up the loud: 
Jaugh. — This arroufed my attention, and I was" 
refolved to be fully fatisfied of this. lady’s charac-: 
ter, before I fhould have any nearer connexion 
with her. — As no convenience appeared, I pro-' 
poled, that 1 fhould condu&: her to: a: taverns 
where we might ftay a few minutes, until:my fe 
vant could fetch.a-coach from the Strand.—She’ 
feemed particularly thy of trufting! herfelfin-a ta-" 


vern with a.ftranger; but at-laft- yielded to. my: 
pathetic remonftrances, rather: than: endanger her” 


health). by remaining in-a: cold.damp thorough* 
fate.— Having thus far fueceeded, I begged to know! 
what wine fhe would be pleafed to drink-a plafs-of 5 
but fhe profefed. the greateftiaverfion-to: al) forts 
of firong liquoss; and. itcwas:.with| muclr. dif+ 

: , ficulty 
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ficulty that. L could perfrade her: teeat a. jelly.. 
~——In the mean time, I ondeavowred: to: alleviate 
the uneafinefs. fhe: difcovered, by faying all the 
agreeable things I could think of; at which the 
would often figh, and regard me with a languifh- 
inglook, that.feemed too near a:kin to the lewd 
leer of a. coustezan. -- This difcavery added to, 
myformer fufpicion, while: itiput me. upon my 
guard -againft. her arts, divefted me of refervey 
and enabled me. to entertain her with gaiety: 
and freedom.—~-In the. courfe of our conyerfation, 


_ I pseffed. her to. allow. me the honour of waiting 


upon her next day, at her lodgings, which fhe, 
with. many apologies,. refufed, left it fhould give 
ambrage to Sir John, who was. of a difpofitiog 
apt to be. fretted: with trifles:— This information, 
by. which ] was to .underftand that her hufband was 
aknight, did not check: my addreffes, which be- 
came more and more importunate, and I was even 
hardy enough. to. ravifh.a.kifs.—But, O heavens { 
inftead. of. banqueting on.the ambrofial flayour,tha¢ 
her delicacy of complexion promifed, I was. aly 
moft fuffocated with the fleams;of Geneva! An 
exhalation. of :this kind from a mouth which had 
juft before. declared an utter abhorrence of all 
fpirituous liquors, not only changed my doubts 
into certainty, but my. raptures into loathing 5 
and it would have. been. impoffible for. me to 
have preferved common: complaifance five mir 
nutes. longer, when. my. fervant resurned with.a 
coach.—I' took: the advantage. of this oocafion, 
and prefested. nay hand. to.the: lady, who: put. in 
practice againft: me..the .vebole, artillesy - of. bey 
charms, .ogting;. languifhing, fighiog, and {queesr 
ing, with fo. little. referve, that: Strap: percewed 
ber cendesnefs, and. rubbedhis bands wish jay ts 
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followed us to’ the door; — but { was proof a-, 
gaint all her endearments, and handed her into. 
the coach with an intention to take my leave im- 
Mnediately. She gueffed my defign, and invited 
me to her-houfe, whifpering, that-now Sir John 
was gone to bed, fhe could have the pleafure of 
‘my converfation for half an hour without inter- 
ruption.—TI told her, there was no mortification I. 
would not undergo, rather than endanger the re- 
‘pofe of her ladyfhip; and bidding the coachman. 
drive on, wifhed her a good: night.—She loft ‘all. 
temper at my indifference, and {topping the coach 
at the diftance of about twenty: yards from me,. 
popped out her head, and bawled with the lungs: 
of afifh-woman, **_D—n you, you dog, won't 
$© you pay the coach-hire?’’ I made no anfwer:- 
Upon which the held forth .againft me with an e-. 
loquence peculiar to herfelf; calling’ me pitiful 
fellow, fcoundrel, and an hundred fuch appella- 
tions ; and concluding with an oath, that for all 
my appearance, fhe believed I had got no money 
m my pocket. fo: 

Having thus vented her indignation, fhe or-. 
dered -the-coachman to proceed, and I returned 
to the tavern, where I befpoke fomething for 
fupper, very-well pleafed at the iffue of this ad- 
venture.—I difpenfed with the attendance of the 
waiter at table, on pretence that my own fervant 
was prefent, and when we were alone, faid to 
Strap ; ** Well, Monfieurd’Eftrapes, what d’ye 
6° think of thislady?”’ My friend, who had not 
opened ‘his.mouth fince her departure, could make 
no other reply than the monofyllable ‘* Think !” 
which .he pronounced with a note of fear. and 
aftonifhment.— Surprized at this emphafis,. I fur- 
veyed my valet, and perceiving a wildneds. a 

1S 
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this looks, afked if he had feen his grandfather’s 
gholt ?—“* Ghoft! (faid he) Tam fure I have 
*6 feen a devil incarnate! Who would have 
‘* thought that fo much devilifh malice and Bil- 
&<. kingfpate, could lurk under fuch fweetnefs of 
“Ss countenance and modefty of behaviour? Ah! 
©“ God help us! Frenti nulla fides—nimium ne 
‘° crede colort—but we ought to down on our 
‘< knees and ble& God for delivering us from 
66 the jaws of that painted fepulehre.”—I was 
pretty mich of Strap’s opinion, and though I did 
not befieve myfelf in any danger from the al - 
lurements of that fifterhood, I determined to act 
with great circumfpeCtion for the future, and fhun 
alt commerce vf that kind, as equally prejudicial 
to my purfe and conttitution. 

My next care was to introduce myfelf into a 
fet of good acquaintance ; for which purpofe, I 
frequented a'certain coffee-houfe, noted for the 
refort of good ‘company, Enplifh as wel as fo- 
retgners, where my appearance precured all the 
civilities and advances { could defire. ‘There be- 
ing an ordinary in the fame honfe, I went up 
fiairs to dinner with the other guefts, and found 
mryfelf at table with thirteen people, the greateft 
part of whom were better drefled than myfelf. 
—/T'he converfation, which was moftly. earried 
on in French, turned chiefly on politicks; and I 
foon found'the whole company was im the French 

fntereft, myfelf excepted; and a tefty old gentle- 
"man, who contradifted every thing that was ad- 
vaneed in favour of his Moft Chriftian. Majetty, 
with‘ a furlinefs truly Englifh.—But ‘this trufty 
patriot, who had ‘never been out’ of his own 
couritry, and drew all his maxims and notions 
from prejudice and hearfay, was.very unequal to 
— Vor, . E his 
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his antagonifts, who were fuperior to him in 
learning and experience, and often took the li- 
berty of travellers, in afferting things which were 
not ftri€tly true, becaufe they thought themfelves 
in no danger of being detected by him.—The 
claim of the queen of Spain to the Auftrian do- 
minions in Italy, was fully explained and_ vine 
dicated, by a perfon who, fat oppofite to me, and 
by the folemnity of his manner, and the richnefs 
of his apparel, feemed to bea foreign ambafladon 
—-This differtation introduced another on the 
Pragmatic San¢tion,, handled with great warmth 
by a young gentleman at my right hand, drefled 
in a green frock trimmed with gold, who juftifi- 
ed the French king for his breach of that contract 5 
and affirmed that he could not have obferved it, 
without injuring his own glory.— Although I was 
not at all’. convinced by this gentleman’s argu- 
ments, I could not help admiring. his vivacity, 
which I imagined muft be the effect of his il- 
luftrious birth, and noble education, and accord- 
ingly rated him in my conjecture. as a young 
rince on his travels —The difcourfe was. after- 
wards fhifted by an old gentleman of a very mar- 
tial appearance, to the laft campaign, when the 
battle of Dettingen was fought over again, with 
fo many circumftances to the honour of, the 
French, and difadvantage of the. Allies, that I 
began to entertain fome doubts of my having 
been there in perfon ; and took the liberty to 
mention fome objections to what he advanced.— 
This introduced a. difpute which lafted a good 
while, to the mortification of all prefent; an 
was.at laft referred to.the determination of a 
grave perfon, whom they tiled dogtor, and who, 


under a fhow. of great moderation, decided it againft 
| mes 
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me, with fo little regard to truth, that I taxed 
him with partiality in pretty fevere terms, to the 
no fmall entertainment, of the true Englith poli- 
tician, who rejoiced at my defence of a caufe he 
had fo often efpoufed without fuccefs: My oppo- 
nent pleafed with the victory he had gained, af 
fected a great deal of candour, and told me, he 
would not have been fo pofitive, if he had not 
been at great pains to inform himfelf of each par- 
ticular—‘* Indeed, (faid he) I am convinecd, 
“ that, the previous fteps confidered, things 
“© could not happen otherwife; for we generals 
“ who have feen fervice, tho? we mav not be 
“© on the fpot ourfelves, know by the leaft fketch 
S¢ of the difpofition, what muft be the event.””-— 
He then cenfured, with great freedom, every cir- 
curmitance of the conduét of thofe who command- 
ed the Allies ; from thence made a tranfition to 
the Miniftry, which he honoured with many in- 
vectives, for employing people who had neither 
experience nor capacity, to the prejudice of old 
officers who had been diftinguifhed for both ; 
dropt many hints of his own importance; and 
concluded with obferving, that the French and 
Spaniards knew better how to value generals of 
merit; the good effects of which are feen in the 
conquefts they gain, andthe admirable difcipline 
of their troops, which are at the fame time better 
cloathed and paid than any foldiers in the univerfe. 
Thefe remarks furnifhed the green knight with an 
opportunity of launching out in the praife of French 
government in general, civil as well as military 3 
on which occafion he made many odious com- 
parifons to the difadvantage of the Enplifh: Every 
body, almoft, affented to the obfervations he made, 
and the doctor gave his fanction, by faying, the 
E 2 people 
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people in France were undoubtedly the happiel. 


{ubjects in the world.—I was fo much aftonifhed 
and confounded at their infatuation and effron- 
tery, that I had not power to utter one word in 
oppofition to their affertions ; but my morofe:aflo- 
Ciate cauld nat put up with the.indignity that -was 
offered to old England, and therefore with a fati- 
rical grin addreffed himfelf to the general in thefe 
words: ‘© Sir, Sir, I have often heard it faid, 
‘© She’s a villainous bird that befouls her.own neft, 
¢¢ —As for what thofe people who are foreigners 
‘© fay, I don’t mind it, they know .no- better; 
“© but you who were. bred and. born, .and. have 
‘© got your bread under the Englith goverament, 
‘< fhould have more regard to gratitude as: wall 
‘<¢ as truth, in cenfuring your native country. 
‘¢ If the miniftry have thought fit to lay you 
“© afide, I fuppofe. they have their awn reafons 
‘© for fo. doing; and. you. ought. to remembet, 
‘© that you ftill live on the bounty of this nation. 
‘¢ —As for thefe gentlemen, (meaning the prince 
‘© and ambaflador) who make fo free with out 
‘¢ conftitution, laws and genius of our peoplesd 
‘¢ think they might fhew a little more refpect 
‘¢ for their benefactors, who, I muft own, are 
‘<¢ to blame in harbouring, prote@ting and emcou- 
‘¢ raging fuch ungrateful vagrants as they are”: 
—At thefe words the chevalier in green ftarted up 
in a great paffion, and laying his hand on the 
hilt of his hanger, exclaimed, ‘* Ha! foutre/” 
+—The Englifhman on the other hand, grafping 
his cane, cried, ** Don’t foutre me, firrah, oF 


<< by G—d, I'll knock you down.’’—The com — 


pany interpofed, the Frenchman fat down agais 
and his antagonift proceeded—‘* Lookee, mon- 
‘¢ fieur, you know very well, that pognlie 

io <¢ dares 
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® daredto fpeak fo freely of the adminiftration 
* of your own country in Paris, as you have done 
*¢ of ours in London, you would have been fent 
to the -Baftile without ceremony, where you 
might have rotted ‘ina dungeon, and never 
‘feen the light of the fun again.—Now, ‘Sir, 
take my word for it, although our conftitution 
fcreens.us from fuch opprefion, we want not 
‘daws‘to chaftife the’ authors of feditious dif- 
* courfe 3: and if I hear another fyllable out of . 
your nrouth, in contempt: or ‘prejudice of this 
* kingdom, I-will give you a convincing proof of 
& what I advance, and have you laid by the heels 
“ for your prefumption.’?’—This declaration had 
an effect on the company as fudden as furprifing. 
—The young. prmce became fupple as a-fpanicl,. 
the ambaflador ‘trembled, the general’ fat filent 
and -abafhed, ‘dnd the doctor, who, it feéms, had 
felt the rod: of power, grew pale as death, and af- 
fured us afl, ‘that ‘he ‘had no ‘interition to affront’ 
any perfon or cere Your ‘principles, doc- 
* ‘tor, (refumed the old gentleman) are no fecret 
«6 —J have nothing to fay upon that. head ; but 
‘© am iia Bataleon aman who de- 
‘Sptfes us fo mouth, fhould notwithftanding live 
among ds,‘ when ‘he has no’ vifible motive for 
“ {o' doing. — Why don’t you take up your ha- 
* ‘bitation in your beloved France,. where you 
“may rail at England without cenfure? 
To this the docter thought. proper to make no 
reply; and an unfocial filence enfued ; which I 
perceiving, took notice, that it was pity fuch idle 
difpates, maintained very often for whim or di- 
yerlion, {hould créate Any mifunderftandirig amo 
entlemen of good fenfe ; and propofed to drink 
wn alt antmofity ‘in another bottle. —This mo- 
eh E 3 tion 
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tion was applauded by the whole company: The 
wine was brought, and the Englifh champion de- 
claring he had no fpleen againft any man for dif- 
fering in opinion from him, any more than for 
difference of complexion, drank to the good 
health of all prefent; the compliment was re- 
turned, and the converfation once more became 
unreferved, though more general than before.— 
Among other topicks, the fubject of war was 
introduced, on which the general declaimed with 
great eloquence, recounting many cf his own 
exploits by way of illnftration.—-In the courfe of 
his harrangue he happened to mention the word 
epaulement, upon which the tefty gentleman afked 
the meaning of that term.—** [ll tell you what 
“< an epaulement is, (replied he)—I never faw 
<* an cpaulement but once—and that, was at the 
‘* fiege of Namur—in a council of war, mon+ 
“© fieur Cohorn, the famous engineer, affirmed 
%< that the place could not be taken.”—Yes, 
“< (faid the prince of Vaudemont) it may be 
** taken by an epaulement.””—** This was imme- 
<¢ diately put in execution, and in twenty-four 
‘«* hours Marefchal Boufflers was fain to capjtu- 
“< Jate.”’——Here he made a-full ftop, and the old 
gentleman repeated the queftion, ** But pray what 
“© isan epaulement ?’’—To this the officer made 
no immediate reply, but rung the bell and called 
for a bill, which being brought, he threw down 
his proportion of the reckoning, and telling the 
company, he would fhew them what an epaule- 
ment is, when his Majefty thought fit to entruft 
him with the command of our army abroad, 
ftrutted away with great dignity.—I tould not 
imagine why he was fo fhy of explaining one of 
the moft fimple terms of fortification ; which. L 
| ns forthwith 
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forthwith defcribed as a fide-work compofed of 
earth, gabions, or fafchins ; but I was very much 
furprized when J afterwards underftood that his 
referve proceeded from his ignorance. —~ Having 
paid our bill, we adjourned to the coffee-room, 
where my fellow-labourer infifted on treating me 
with a difh, giving me to underftand:at the fame 
time, that I had acquired his good opinion, both 
with refpe&t to my principles and intellects. ——~ 
I thanked him for his compliment, and profeffing 
myfelf an utter ftranger in this part of the world, 
begged he would have the goodnefs to inform 
me of the quality and characters of the people 
who dined above. —This requeft was a real fa- 
vour to one of his difpoftticn, which was no lefs 
communicative than curious; he therefore com- 
plied with great fatisfaction, ‘and let me know to 
my extreme aftonifhment, that the fuppofed young 
prince was a'dancer at one of the theatres; and 
the ambaflador no other than a fidler belonging 
fo the opera. .‘* The door (faid he) is a Ro- 
«© man Catholi¢ prieft, who’ fometimes appears 
“ in the character of an officer, and affumes the 
*© name of captain ; but more generally takes the 
<¢ garb, title and behaviour of a phyfician, in 
‘© which capacity he wheedles himfelf into the 
‘6. confidence of weak-minded people, and by ar- 
<¢ guments~ no ‘lefs fpecious than falfe, converts 
them from their religion and allegiance. — He 
has been in the hands of juftice more than 
once for fuch practices; but he is a fly dog, 
and manages matters with fo much craft, that 
$* hitherto he has efcaped for a fhort imprifon- 
6* ment.—As for the general, you may fee he 
$° has owed his promotion more to his intereft 
*© than his capacity ; and now that the cyes of 
: ne 2% © the 
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the miniftry are opened, his friends dead, or 
become inconfiderable, he is ftruck off the 
lift, and obliged to put up with a yearly pen- 
fion; in confequence of this reduGiion, he is 
become malcontent, and inveighs again{ the 
governnient in all companies, with fo little dif 
cretion, that [am furprized at the lenity of 
the adminiftration in overlooking his infolence, 
but the truth of the matter is, he owes hie 
fafety to his weaknefs and want of importante. 
— He has feen a little, and but a little fervice, 
and yet if you will take his word for. it, there 


has not been a great action performed in the 


field fince the revolution, in which he was not 


principally concerned. When a ftory is told of. | 


any great general, he immediately matches it 


with one of himfelf, though he is often un-_ 
happy in.his invention, and commits fuch grofs_ 
blunders in the detail, that every bedy i in _ 


pain for him.—Czelar, Pompey, and Alexander 


the Great are continually m his mouth; and. 


as he reads a good deal without any judgment 
to digeft it, his ideas are confufed, and his har 
rangues as unintelligible as infinite ; for, once 
he begins, there is no chance of his leaving: 
off fpeaking, while one perfon remains to 


veld attention ; therefore the only expedierte 


know, of putting a ftop tp his lequacity,’ 
is to lay hold of fome incongruity he has ut~ 
tered, and demand an explanation; or afk 
the meaning of fome difficult term that he 
knows oy name.only ; this will effecwally put 
him to filence if not to fight, as at ,happened 
when I enquired about aa epaylyment.—ddad he 
been acquainted with the fignifscation of that 
word, his truumph.would have-been intolerable, 
and we muft have. quitted the field firft, or 
) “<<. been. 
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“© been worried with impertinence.” — Having 
thus gratified my curiofity, the old gentleman be- 
gan to difcover his own, in. queftions relating to 
myfelf, to which I thought proper to return am- 
biguous anfwers. — “* I prefume, Sir, (faid he) 
‘€ you have travelled.” anfwered, ** Yes.” 
é’—I dare fay, you would find it very expenfive 
‘¢ (faid he)” — I replied, “ To be fure, one 
*“ cannot travel without money.” —‘ That I 
“¢ know by experience (faid he) for I mayfelf 
* take a trip.to Bath or ‘Tunbridge every feafon ; 
‘© and one imuft pay fauce for what he has on 
‘© the road as well in other countries as in this.— 
«<That’s a very pretty ftone in your ring, —give 
“ me‘leave, Sir,—the French-have attained to a 
*¢ wonderful fkifl in making compofitions ofthis 
Lad kind.—Why ow, this looks almoft as well as. 
** a diamond.” —- * Almoft-as: well, ‘Sir, (faid J) 
“* why not altogether ?— ‘I’m fure if you under- 
“ ftand any thing of. jewels, you: muft perceive: 
* at firlt fight,. that this fténe’is a real diamond, 
and that of,a very fine water.- Take it in your. 
66 hand, ,and examine it.””-——-He did fo, with 
Tome confufion,. and returned it, faying, ‘* I afk 
* your pardon, ‘I fée it is a true brilliant ef im- 
‘st menfe value,”*-—] imagined his refpect for me 
‘increafed after. this inquiry § therefore to captivate: 
‘Bis efteem the more, I ,toldhim, I would fhew. 
shim a ‘feal pf compofition, ‘engraved after a very. 
‘valuable antigpe ; upon which I. pulled. out my 
‘watch with a rich gold chain, adorned with three 
Yeals fet in gold,.and an‘opal ring.—He viewed. 
each of them with.great: eagernefs, ‘handled the 
chain, admired ‘the chafed cafe, and ‘obferved, | 
“that the whole muft’ have coft mea Vaft fun 
of money.. T affetted  indifférénce, ° and’ replitd: 
in a. carelefs manner, ‘* Some trifle. of fixty or. 
E 5, ** feventy. 
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‘* feventy guineas.” Upon which he ftared in 
my face for fome time, and then afked if I was 
gn Englifhman. — I anfwered in the negative. — 
‘© You are from Ireland then,. Sir, I prefume,”’ 
(faid he.) I made the fame reply. “ OTF 
S© perhaps (faid he) you.was born in one of our, 
S* fettlements abroad.’’ — | {till anfwered no. — 
He feemed very much furprized, and faid, he was 
fure I was not a foreigner. I made no reply, 
but left him upon the tenter-hooks of impatient 
uncertainty.—He could not contain his anxiety, 
but afked pardon for the liberties he had taken, 
and to encourage me the more to difclofe my fi- 
tuation, difplay’d his own without referve..—-— 
*¢ IT am (faid he) a fingle man, have a con- 
€¢ fiderable annuity, on which I live according to 
‘© my own inclination; and make the ends of 
‘© the year meet very comfortably.—As I have no 
“© eftate to- leave behind me, I am not troubled 
“© with the importunate officioufnefs of ' relations, 
© or legacy hunters, and J confider the world as 
.¢© made for me, not me for the world: It is my 
‘S© maxim therefore to enjoy it while I can, and 
.£© let futurity fhift for itfelf.’”? — While he thus 
indulged his own talkative vein, and at the fame 
time, no doubt, expected a retaliation from me; 
_a young man entered, dreffed in. black velvet and 
.an enormous tye-wig, with an air in which na- 
tural Jevity and affected folemnity were fo jum- 
bled together, that on the whole, he appeared 
a burlefque on all decorum. This ridiculous 
oddity danced up to the table at which we fat, 
_ and after a thoufand grimaces, asked my friend 
by the name of Mr. Medlar, if we. were not en- 
_gaged upon bufinefs:— My companion put on. a 
furly countenance, and replied, “¢ No great bufi- 
aa Oe FR ee eget: 
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<¢ nefs, doctor — but however.’? — ** Of then 
“¢ (cried the phyfician) I muft beg your indul- 
*« gence a little, pray pardon'me, gentlemen. — 
‘°, Sir, (faid he, addreffing himfelf to me) your 
‘© moft humble fervant, I hope you will forgive 
“¢ me, Sir —I muft beg the favour to fit— Sir 
(6 —-Sir-——TI have fomething “of confequence to 
‘© impart to my friend Mr. Medlar—Sir, I hope 
‘© you will excufe my freedom in whifpering, 
‘6 Sir.” Before I had time to give this com- 
plaifant perfon my permiffion, Mr. Medlar cried, 
«< Pll have no whifpering — if you have any 
*° thing to fay to me, fpeak with an audible 
*¢ voice.”+—The doctor feemed a little difcon- 
certed at this exclamation, and turning . again to 
me, making a thoufand apologies for pretertding 
to making a myftery of any thing, which he faid 
was owing to his’ ignorance of my connexion 
with: Mr. Medlar; but now he underftood I was 


‘a friend,. he would communicate what he had to 
‘fay, in my hearing.— He then began, after two 


‘or three hems, in this manner: — ** You muft 
‘* know Sir, I am juft come from dinner at my 
© Jady Flareit’s, (then addreffing’himfelf to’ me) 
alady of quality, Sir, at whofe table I have 
the honour of dining fometimes.— There was 
lady Stately, and my lady Larum, and Mrs. 
‘* Dainty, and Mifs Biddy Gigler, upon my 
word, a very good natured young lady, with 
a very pretty fortune, Sir.—There was alfo 
‘my Lord Straddle, Sir John Shrug, . and 
matter Billy Chatter, who is actually a very fa- 
cetious young gentleman.—So, Sir, her lady- 
fhip feeing me exceffively fatigued, for’ fhe 
was the laft of fifteen patients (people of dif- 
‘* tinction, Sit) whom 1 -had: vifited this fore- 
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; S6 noon, infifted ‘Epon my ftaying ‘dinner, = 
*¢ ‘though upon my word, I proteft J tad aoap~- 
*¢ petite; however, in compliance with her 
“6 Jadyfhip’s requeft, Sir, I fat down, and the:con~ 
*¢ verfation turning on different fubje&ts, among 
<6 other things, Mr. Chatter.asked very earneflly 
6s when 1 faw Mr. Medlar.—I told him I -hat 
“¢ not had'the pleafure of ‘{eeing you thefe nine- 
‘© teen hours. and a‘half; for you may ‘remembefs. 
<$ Sir, it was nearly about that time; I won’t be 


* pofitive as ta a minute.”—** No ! (fays he) then. 


“© J defire you-will-go to his lodgiags immediately 
$¢ \gfter dinner, and-fee what’s the mutter with 
$° him, for the rhuft certainly be very bad from. 
‘“ having eat-laft night fuch a vaft-quantity of raw 
** ‘oyfters.”*—— The crufty gentleman, who from: 
the folemnity of his:delivery, -expe&ed fomething 
extraordinary, no-fooner heard his conclufron, than 
he flarted up ina tefty humour, crying, “ Pihaw, 
$6 pfhaw ! dn your oyfters ;”? and walked:away 
after.a fhort compliment of ‘* Your Gervant; Sit,” 
#o me. — The dodtor ‘got up-alfo, faying, ‘* I 
4° yew and proteft, upon my word, I am a@ual- 
“¢ dy amazed.” — and followed Mr, Medlar to 
‘the ‘bar, which was hard -by, where he -was pay- 
‘ing for the coffee; there he whifpered fo low? 
that I could over-hear, ‘* pray, -who is:this pen- 
‘S tleman ?” — His friend replied haftily,. ‘‘’ 
*< might ‘have known that before now, if it lad 
“© not been 'for your impertinent intrefiom’’— 
-and walked away very much difzppointed. — 
The ceremonious phyfician returned immediately 
-and fat down by me, asking a thoufand . pardons 
- for leavidg me-alone ; and giving me to, undet- 
-taad that. what he had communicated :to Mr. 
Mediar at the bar was.an affair of the Jaft m- 
rr nl ee a portance, 
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portance, that would admit of ‘no. delay..--- He 
then calied fer fome coffee, and launched out into. 


- the virtwes:of that berry, which, he faid, in-cold 


phicomatick confticutions, like his, dried up-the- 
juperMuocus :morfture,. and braced the relaxed 
nerves. --- He let me know, that it -was- utterly 
unknown. to the ancients; and derived its. 
name “from-an Arabian word, which I might 
eafily perceive'by the found and termination.---- 
From -this topic he.transferred his difquifitions to. 
the verb drink, which he affirmed, was. impro- 
perly applied to the taking of coffee, in.as much. 
as peaple did not drink, but fip or fipple that lie 
quor ; -~- that the:genuine meaning of drinking 
is to quench one’s thirlt, or commit:a debauch: 
by fwallowing wine; --- that the Latin word, 
which conveyed the fanre idea,. was dibere -or 


‘ potare, and that of the Grrecks, pineix.or Polearm, 


though he was apt to believe they . were diffe- 
rently ufed on different occafions : For example ; 
to drink a vaft quantity, or, as the vulgar exprefs. 
it, to drink an ocean of liquor, was in Latin 
potare, and in Greek poteein:; and on the other 
hand, to ufe it moderately, was didere and pinein. 
‘-- that this was only a conjefture ‘of -his own, 
‘which, ‘however, feemed to be fupperted ‘by-the 
<word bibulays, which: is particularly applied-to the 
spores -of the wkin, that can only drink a very 
‘fmatl quaittity ofthe eireumanmibient molfture, by 
-yeafon of the fmalhnefs of their diameters 5------ 
- whereas, from -the verb ‘potecin, -is derived the 
-fubftantive potames, ‘which fignthes a river, -er 
‘vadt-quantity of iquor---[‘could ‘not: help fmiling 
~at this learned and important inveftigation ; ard 
-to:'recommiend miyfelf ‘the more to miy new ac- 
~ quaintance, ‘whofe difpofition 1 was by. es 
ee Shel we 
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well informed of,. I obferved, that what he al- 
Jedged, did not, to the beft of my remembrance, 
appear in the writings of the ancients; for, Ho- 
race ufes the words poto and bibo indifferently 


for the fame purpofe, as in the twentieth Ode of.- 


his firft Book. 


Vile prtabis modicis fabinum cantharis,--- -— 
e-----Et preelo domitam caleno tu bibes uvam. 


- That I had never heard of the verb poteein, but 
that potames, potema, and potos, were derived from 
pino, pofo, pepoka ; in confequence of which, the 
Greek poets never ufe any other word for feftal 
drinking.--- Homer defcribes Neftor at his cups in 
thefe words: | 


| Neftora a? ouk elathen jache pinonta perempes. 


‘And Anacreon mentions it on the fame occafion 
almoft in every page, 


Pionti d’ onion hedun 

Otan pino ton oinon.- 

Opliz? ego de pino. 
And in a thoufand other places.---The docter, 
who, doubtlefs, intended by his criticifm, to give 
me an high idea of his erudition, was infinitely 
furprized to find himfelf fchooled by one in my 
appearance ; and after a confiderable paufe, cried, 
«¢ Upon my word ! you are in the right, Sir-~- 
.6¢ I find I have not confidered this affair wich 
“¢ my ufual accuracy.---Then accofting me, in 
-Latin, which he fpoke very well, the converfa- 
tion was maintained full two hours, on a variety 
of fubjects, in that language; and indeed, he 


{poke fo judicioufly, that I was convinced, not-. . 


withftanding his whimfical appearance, and at- 
fe tention 
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tention.to trifles, of his being a man of exten- 
five knowledge, efpecially in books; he looked 
upon me, as 1 afterwards underftood from Mr. 
Medlar, as a prodigy in learning, and propofed 
that very night, if 1 was not.engaged, to intro- 
duce me tg.feveral young gentlemen of fortune 
and fafhion, with whom he had an appointment 
at the Bedford coffee-houfe. 


ID 


CHAP. XLVI. | 
agtail introduces me to a fet of fine gen- 


: tlemen, with whom I fpend the evening at 


a tavern our converfation the 
characters of my new companions —— the 

| doftor is roafted —— the ifjue of our de- 
bauch, | , oe 


| if Accepted his offer with pleafure, and we went 


thither in a hackney-coach, where I faw a great 


number ofgay figures flutteringabout, moft of whom 
{poke to the doctor with great familiarity. Among 


the reft ftood a group of them around the fire, 
whom I immediately knew to be the very perfons 
who had the night before, by their laughing, 
alarmed my fufpicion of the lady who had put 
herfelf.under my protection.---They no fooner 
perceived me enter with Dr, Wagtail (for that 
was my companion’s name) than they tittered - 
and whifpered one to another; and I was not a 
little furprized to find that they were the gentle- 


men to whofe acquaintance he defigned to re- 
_ commend me ; for when he obferved them to- 


gether, 


R vevoy - he Adventeres of 
gether, he:told me who ‘they: were, ‘and defirel: 
‘to:know by -what namte-be Thould:intrcduce me. 
I fatishied him in-that particular, and*headvanoetl: 
vith great pravity, faytng, ** ‘Gentlemen, your: 
<*. -moft ebedtent’— give ‘me leave:to introduce 
*¢ my fitend Mr."Rasdom, to -your’ fociety. ”° 
“Then. turning ‘to me, “ ‘Mir. ‘Ran@om, ‘this is. 
ss Mr. Bragwell — Mr. Banter, ‘Sir — My. 
«© Chatter — my friend Mr. Slyboot, and Mr. - 
@ Ranter, Sit.” — Jfaluted each of them in pre - 
der,’and when I came to take Mr. Slyboot by. 
the hand, I perceived caim_ thruft his tongue in. 
his cheek, to'the fo friall entertainment of the- 
com party ;.-but I <did nat think -praper to take 
notice. of it, on this-oecafion.—— Mr, -Ranter 
too, (who.J afterwards learned was a. player) dif- 
a ha his talents, by mimicking my air, features. 
‘and voice, while‘he returned my compliment :— 
“his-¥ fxoutd wot have been fo. feniible of, had 
TE not feen him behave in the fame manner to. 
my friend Wagtail, when he made up to them at 
fitt.—But ‘fer once Tet *him enjoy the fruits of 
his dexterity without -qaeftion -or controul, re- 
felved however to chaftife ‘his infolence at ‘a. 
.Mrore convenient: oppertunity — Mr, ‘Styboot 
puefing I -was a'ftranger, asked if ‘I- bad* been 
‘Hately in France ; ‘¢nd when I anfwered m the af-- 
Sirmative, enquired “if I- had ‘feen the Luxem- 
-iburg @atlery : I. téld htm I ‘had confidered je 
more than onee, with reat attention: Upor 
'. this a converfation enfued, m ‘which'l. difcovered . 
- dhim-to'be a. painter. --- "White: we. were difcout{- 
> inp upon the particular pidd¢es of this: famous ccl-- 
“Medtion, ‘I overheard ‘Banter ask Dr. 'Wagrail,. 
- where he had ptcked‘up thie Mr. Random---To 
which ‘queltion-the: phyfician anfwered;. * Upon. 
% 42 2 éc ay 
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‘¢ my word, a mighty pretty fort of a gentle- 
‘*< man --- 3 man of fortune, Sir --- he has- made: 
‘© the grand tour ---,and feen the beft company 
“< in Europe, Sir.”’---‘* What, he told you fo? 
T fuppok, (faid the ether) I take him te be 
‘© neither more nor lefs ghan a French ealet dé 
66 chambre.” —---** Qh! barbarous, barbarous ! 
‘© (cried the dodctor) this is agtually, upon my: 
‘© word, altogether unaccountable.---I know.all his: 
“ family perfectly well, Sir --- He’s of the Ran- 
‘© doms in the north --- a very ancient houfe, 
s¢ Sir, and a diftant relation of mine.”’ --— I was 
extremely nettled at the conjeCture of Mr. .Ban- 
ter, and began to entertain a very indifferent op'= 
Dion of my company in general ; but.as 1 might 


a 
a“ 


- poffibly, by their means, acquire a more exten- 


five and agreeable acquaintance, I determined. to 
bear, thefe little mor tifications as long as I. could, 
without injuring the-dignity of.my charadier.--o 
After having talked for dame time pn the-weasher,’ 
plays, pelicticks, and other coffec-heude L{ubjedts,: 
it was. propofed that we fhould pand the cuemmng' 
at @ noted tavern in the meighhouthaod, whither 
we repaifed in a body.---Having taken pofefiion. 
of a rooni, called for French wine, and befpoke: 
fupper, the glafs went about protty freely, and: 
the characters of my affociates opened upon.me 
more.and more.-~It foon.appeared that the doc-. 
tor was entertained as a butt for the painter anil 
player to exercife their wit upan,: for the diverfion. 
ef the company. Mr. Ranter began the game, 
by asking him what was good for a hoarfeneds, 
lownefs of {pirits.and.indigeltion, :hedeing:trasbled: 
with all thefe com plaiits-toia very great degnec. --« 
W ac tail emmediately undertack to explain thonax 
wre of his: cafe, and inavery-prolix manager, har-- 

eo ga rangued. 
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rangued upon prognoftics, diagnoftics, fympto- 
matics, therapeutics, inanition, and repletion ; 
then calculated the force of the ftomach and lungs 
in their refpective operations ;-afcribed the player’s 
malady to a diforder in thefe organs, proceeding 
from hard drinking and vociferation, and pre- 
{cribed a courfe of ftomachics, with abftinence 
from venery, wine, and loud fpeaking, laughing, 
finging, coughing, fneezing or hollowing. ——~ 
‘¢ Pah, pah, (cried Ranter, interrupting him) 
‘S the remedy is worfe than the difeafe --- I wth 
«© I knew where to find fome tinder-water.”’ --- 
‘¢ Tinder-water | (faid the dc€tor) upon my 
<6 word I don’t apprehend you, Mr. Ranter.”--- 
“© Water extracted from tinder (replied the o- 
“¢ ther) an univerfal fpecifick for al] diftempers in- 
‘< cident to man.--It was invented by a learned 
Ss. German monk, who, for a valuable confide~ 
‘* ration, imparted the fecret to Paracelfus.” —-~ 
“‘ Pardon me (cried the painter) it was firft-ufed 
‘S by Solomon, as appears by a Greek manufeript,” 
‘¢ in his own hand-writing, lately found at the 
- foot of mount Lebanon, by a peafant who was 
‘* digging for potatoes.’’---** Well, (faid Wag- 
‘ tail) inall my vaft reading, I never met.witit 


_. &§ fuch. a preparation!’ neither did I know till 


“* this minute, that Solomon underftood Greek, 
“° or that potatoes grew in Paleftine.”---———« 
Here Banter interpofed, faying, he was furprized 
that docter Wagtail fhould make the leaft doube 
of Solomon’s underftanding Greek, when he is 
reprefented to us as the wifeft and beft educated 
prince in the world; and as for potatoes, they 
were tranfplanted thither from Ireland, in the 
time of the Crufades, by fome knights of that 
country.---** I profefs (faid the dogtor) there: is 
‘© nothing 


Ropgrick Ranpom. 103 


‘© nothing more likely — I would aétually give 
$° a vaft fum for a fight of that manufcript, which 
“© muft be ineftimable — And ifI underftood the 
* procefs, would fet about it immediately.”’ - 
The player aflured him, the procefs was very 
fimple—that he muft cram a hundred weight of 
dry tinder into a gla(s retort, and diftilling it by the 
force of animal heat, it would yield halfa fcruple 
of infipid water, one drop of which is a full 
dofe. — ‘* Upon my integrity! (exclaimed the 
€ credulous do€tor)this is. very amazing and extra- 
*¢ ordinary ! that a caput mortuum fhall yield any 
‘© water at all—I muft own, I have always been an 
‘© enemy to fpecifics, which I thought inconfiftent 
‘¢ with the nature of the animal ceconomy ; but 
S© certainly the authority of Solomon is not to be 
‘© queftioned. —- I wonder where I fhall find a 
‘¢ ‘glafs retort large enough to contain fuch a vaft 
‘* quantity of: tinder, the confumption. of which 
§* muft undoubtedly. raife the price of paper—or - 
‘¢ where fhall I find animal heat fufficient, even 
§© to warm fuch a mafs.”’—Slyboot informed him, 
that he might have a retort blown for him as 
big.as a church, and that the eafieft method of 
vaifing the vapour by animal heat, would be to 
place it in the middle of an infirmary for feverifh 
patients, who might lie upon matraffes around, 
and in contact with it. — He had no fooner pro- 
nounced thefe words, than Wagtail exclaimed in 
arapture, .‘* An admirable expedient, as I hope 
‘¢ to be faved! 1. will pofitively put it in prac- 
66 tice.”?——— This fimplicity of the phyfician 
furnifhed excellent diverfion for the company, 
who in their turns, -fheered at him in jronical 
compliments, which his vanity {wallowed as. the 
genuine fentiments of their, hearts.--Mr. Chatter, 
a : impatient 
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impatient of fo long a filence,.now broke out;, 
and entertained us with a catalogue of all the 
people who danced at-the Hampttead Affembly,. 
with a-neft circumftantial account: of the drels 
‘andomaments of each, from ‘the Jappetsiof: the 
Jadies to the 4thoe -birckles ‘of the+men ; condud- 
ing with the'telling Bragwell, that his miftrefs Me 
linda was there, and feemed ‘to mifs him; and 
follictting this company at the next’ occafion of 
that Kind, —~ No, fio,, damme (faid Bragwell) 
~° Thave fomething elfeto mind than dangling af- 
‘© ter a.parcel of giddy-headed girls; — belttes, 
*€ You krow my temrer is fo unruly, that I am- 
‘* aptto invclve myfcif in fcrapes, when a Wwo- 
¥¢ man is concerned.— The laft time I was there, 
* I had an affair with Tom Trippet,’<— 
s*.€)! -T ‘remember ‘that ‘(cried Banter} ‘you 
*< Nuppediowt-before'the ladies’; and I commend 
5. ydu-for-to tiding, ecdu(é-yotr had an oppor- 
* tunity! df fhewihe -your manhood; ~without 
runing ‘any Tifk."—<* Rifk ! -(faid the other 
‘ with a ‘ferce countenance} d—n' my ‘blood! 
6 WT -fear ‘no rifks.—I-an’t-afraid of npging out: 
™ apainf-any-man- ‘that‘wears: a‘lread, damme? 
8 “tis-well’ known I have drawn Blood -more than. 
$F once, and dolt‘feme'tod ; ‘but What Hoes that 
&* hhenify f’%—— The player begped this charnpion: 
‘to employ‘ Kirn as ‘his fecond the next time he 
‘intended ’to kill, for fe wanted ‘to ‘fee a mam 
dic-of a -ftab, ‘that -he -might.“know ‘how ‘to. 2& 
fach:a part the:more natutally on the Rage: 
5 Dielt; (replied the -hero) ‘No, by G—a! 1 
‘“ know’ bettér dings than to incur the verdict, of 
Is.a. Middlefex jury 1 4hould Jock upon my 
**. fencing-mafter ‘to'be an ipnorant Jon of 4 
'beeth, if he-had-not taught -me‘to prick any 
aes ss part 
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< partof- my antagonift’s body, that.J pleafe to 
“* difable.”’~** Qho! (cried Slyboot). if that be 
“* the .cafe, } have .a favour to afk: You muft 
«* know I] am .employed.to paint a Jefus on,the 
© crofs; and: my purpofe is to reprefent him at 
~“* that point of time when. the fpear is thruff 
<< inta his, fide.—.Now I fhould be glad you 
€* would, in my prefence, pink fome impetinent 
4s fellow into convulfions, without endangeri 
‘*¢ his life, that I may- have an opportunity of 
“<< taking a good clever agony from nature: — 
€¢ The Doétor will direct. you .where to enter, 
°¢ and how far to.go;.but. pray let it be as near 
*6 the left fide as poffible.”” —. Wagtail, who took 
this propofal ferioufly, obferved, that it would be 
avery difficult. matter to penetrate into the left 
fide of the thorax, without hurting the heart, 
-and of confequence. killing the patient; but he 
believed jt was poffible: for a man of a very nice 
hand, and exact knowledge of anatomy, to wound 
the. diaphbragma fomewhere -about the fkirts, 
which might. induce a {mgultus, . without : being 
attended with death; that -he. was ready to de- 
monitrate the infertion of that-mufcle to Mr, 
Bragwell; but defired to have no concern with 
the experiment, which might effentially prejudice 
bis reputation in cafe of a mifcarriage.—Brag well 
‘was as-much impofed upon by the painter’s wag- 
gery as the doctor, and declinéd engaging ‘in the 
affair, faying, he had .a very great regard for 
-M . Slyboot, but. had aid it down as a maxim, 
neve, to fight except when his honour was en- 
gaged. —~ A thoufand jokes of this kind were 
pafied ; the wine circulated, fupper was fervcd 
iny ‘we eat heartily, . returned to the bottle, Brag- 
well became noify and.troublefome, Banter grew 
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more and more fevere, Ranter rehearfed, Slyboot 
made faces at the whole company, I fung French 
catches, and Chatter kiffed me with great affec- 
tion; while the doétor with a woful counte- 
nance, fat filent like a difciple of Pythagoras. 
At length, it was propofed by Bragwell, that 
we fhould fcour the hundreds,” fweat the confta- 
ble, maul the watch, and then reel foberly to 
bed. _ 

* While we deliberated upon this expedition, 
the waiter came into the room, and afked for 
doétor Wagtail; when he underftood he -was 
prefent, he told him there was a lady below to 
enquire for him; at which the phyfician farted 


from his melancholy contemplation, and with a’ 


look of extreme confufion, affured the company, 
he could not poffibly be the perfon wanted, for 
he had no connexion with any lady whatever ; 


and bid the drawer tell ‘her fo.—*‘* For fhame 


** (cried Banter) would you be fo impolite zs 
* to refufe a lady the hearing ? perhaps fhe comes 
“< for a confultation.—It muft be fome extra- 
‘© ordinary affair that brings a lady to a tavern 
«*’ at this time o’night—Mr. Ranter, praydo the 
_ © dagtor’s baife-mains to the lady, and fquire her 
‘** hither.”"—— The player immediately ftaggered 
out, and returned, leading in with much ceré- 
mony, a tall ftrapping wench, whofe appeararice 
proclaimed her condition. We received her 
with the utmoft folemnity, and with a good deal 
of intreaty fhe was perfuaded to fit; when a pro- 
found filence enfued, during which fhe fixed her 
eyes, with a difconfolate look, upon the doctor, 
who was utterly confounded’ at her béhaviour; 
and returned her melancholy four-fold ; at létigth, 
aftera good many piteous fighs, fhe’ wiped her 
3 : eyes, 
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‘eyes, and accoftedhim thus: ‘* What! not one 


‘© word of comfort? Will nothing focten that 
‘¢ ftony heart of thine? Not all my tears! not 
“6 all my affliction! Not the inevitable ruin 
“© thou haft brought upon me! Where are 
“« thy vows, thou faithlefs perjured man? — 
‘© Haft thou no honour? —no confcience — 
‘© no remorfe for thy perfidious conduct to- 
‘© wards me! --- anfwer me, wilt thou at laft 
“© do me juftice, or muft I have recourfe to hea- 
‘¢ ven and hell for my revenge! --- If poor 
Wagtail was amazed before fhe fpoke, what 
muft his confufion..be on hearing this addrefs. 
His natural palenefs changed into a ghaftly clay 
colour, his eyes rolled, his lip trembled, and he 
anfwered in an accent not to be defcribed; —--- 
‘© Upon my word, honour, and falvation! ma- 
<¢ dam, you are actually miftaken in my perfon, 
«© .-- I have a moft particular veneration for 
‘© your fex, madam, and am actually incapable 
‘© of injuring any lady in the fmalleft degree, 
‘© madam, --- befides, madam, to the beft of my 
“< recollection, I never had the honour of feeing 
“6 you before, as I hope to be faved, madam! ”’ 
‘s -.. How, traitor! (cried fhe) doft thou dif- 
“© own me then? --- Miftaken! no, too well I 
‘* T know that fair bewitching face! too well I 
‘Ss know that falfe enchanting tongue! alas! 
‘¢ gentlemen, fince the villain compels me, by 
‘¢ his unkindnefs, to expofe myfelf and him, 
‘S know, that this betrayer, under the fpecious 
‘ pretence of honourable addrefles, won my 
“< heart, and taking advantage of his conqueft, 
‘S+robbed me of my virgin-treafure, and after- 
‘¢ wards abandoned me to my fate ! --- 1 am now 
‘© four months gone with child by him, turned 
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*© out of doors by my relations, and left a prey to 
‘6 mifery and want! Yes, thoa Barbarian, 
*S (faid fhe, turning tq Wagtail) thou tiger, 
*¢ theu Succubus! ‘too well! thou Knoweft my 
‘s* fituation--- but I will tear out thy faithlefs heart 
<+ and deliver the world from firch a monfter. 

--- So faying, fhe fprung forward at the doctor, 
who, with incredible agility, jumped over the 
table, and got behind Bragwell, while the reft of 
us errdeavoured to appeafe the furious heroine --- 
“Although every body in the company affeGed 
‘the utmof? furprife, ? could eafily perceive it was 
‘a fcheme concerted among. them, to produce 
diverfion at the doctor’s expence; and being un- 
‘der no concern about the confequence, I entered 
into the confederacy, and enjoy’d the diftrefS of 
‘Wagtail, who with tears in his eyes, begged the 
protection of the company, declaring -himfelf as 
innocent of the crime Jaid to his charge, as the 
foetus in utcro; and hinting at the fame time, 
that nature had not, put it in his power to be 
guilty of fuch a trefpafs --- ‘* Nature ! (cried the 
*© Jady,) there was no nature in the cafe --- he 
‘© abufed me by the help of charms and _. fpells; 
<« elfe how is it poffible, that any woman could 
S¢ have Iiftened to the addrefles of fuch.a fcare- 
*¢ crow? --- Were thefe owlith eyes made for og- 
‘© ling; that carrion complexion to be admired; 
*¢ or that mouth like a horfe-fhoe to be kiffed £ 
s© No, no, you owe your faccefsto your philtres, 


** to your drugs and incantations; and not to- 


«© your natural talents, which are in every refpe@ 
*© mean’and contemptible.’’ --- The daftor row 
thought he had got an opportunity of vindicating 
himelf effectually ; and defired the complainant 
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to compofe herfelf but for half an hour, in which 
he undertook to prove the abfurdity of believing 
in the power of incantations, which were only 
idle dreams of ignorance and fuperftition.—He 
accordingly pronounced a very learned difcourfe 
upon the nature of ideas, the powers and inde- 


pendance of the mind, the properties of ftimulat=___ 


ing medicines, the difference between a pronene(s 
to venery, which many fimples would Create, and 
a paffion limited to one object, which can only: 
be the refult of fenfe and reflection; and -con= 
tluded with a pathetic remonftrance, fetting forth 
his unhappinefs of being profecuted with the res 
. fentorent of a lady whom he had never injured, 
nor even feen before that occafion, and whofe fi- 
‘culties were, in all likelihood, fo much impaired by 
her misfortunes, that an innocent perfon was in 
danger of being ruined by her diforder.—He had 
no fooner finifhed his harrangue, than the forlorn 
princefs began her lamentations -afrefh, and cau- 


tioned the company againft his eloquence, which, 


fhe faid, was able to byafs the moft impartial 
bench in chriftendom.—Banter advifed him to 
efpoufe her immediately, as the only means to 
falve his reputation, and offered to accompany 
bim to the Fleet for that :purpofe; but Slyboot 
propofed that a father fhould be purchafed for the 
child, and a comfortable alimony fettled on the 
mother. Ranter promifed to adopt the infant 
gratis, Wagtail was. ready to worfhip him for 
‘his generofity ; and though he perfifted in proteft. 
ing his innocence, candefcended. to every thing 
rather than his unblemifbed character fhould ‘be 
called in queftion.—The lady rejected the ex- 
pedient, and infifted on. matrimony. Bragweil 
took up the cudgels for the doctor, and wndexz- 
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took to rid him of her importunity, for half a 
guinea; upon which Wagtail, with great eager. 
nefs, pulled out his purfe and put it into the hand 
_ of his friend, who taking half a piece out of ity 
gave it to the plaintiff, and bid her thank God 
for her good fortune. When fhe had received 
this bounty, fhe affected to weep, and begged, 
fince the phyfician had renounced her, he would 
at leaft vouchfafe her a parting kifs; this he was 
prevailed upon to grant, with great reluctance, 
and went up, with his ufual folemnity, to falute 
her ; when fhe laid hold of his cheek with her teeth 
and held faft, while he roared with anguith, to the 
unfpeakable diverfion of all prefent. When the 
thought proper to releafe him, fhe dropped a low 
courtefy to the company, and quitted the room, 
leaving the doctor in the utmoft horror, net: fo 
much on account of the pain, as the apprehen- 
fion of the confequence of the bite ; for by this 
time, he was convinced of her being mad. Ban- 
ter preferibed the actual cautery, and put the 
poker in the fire to be heated, inorder to fear the 
place.—The player was of opinion that Brag- 
well fhould {coop out the part affe@ed with the 
point of his fword; but the painter prevented 
both thefe dreadful operations, by recommending 
a balfam he had in his pocket, which never failed 
to cure the bite of a mad dog: With thefe 
words he pulled out a {mall bladder of black paint, 
with which he ipftantly anointed not only the 
fore, but the greateft part of the patient’s face, 
and left it in a frightful condition—In fhort, 


the poor creature was fo harrafled with fear and 


vexation, that I pitied him extremely, and fent 
him home in a chair, contrary to the inclination 
of every body prefent. | a 
; This 
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: This freedom of mine, gave umbrage to 
Bragwell, who tettified his difpleafure, by {wear- 
ing'a few threats, without making any applica- 


_ tion; which was no fooner perceived by Slyboot, 


who fat by me, than with a view of promoting 
a quarrel, he whifpered to me, that he thought 
Bragwell ufed me very i! ; bnt every: man was 
the beft judge of his own affairs.—I anfwered 
aloud, that I would neither fuffer Mr. Bragwell 
rior him to ufe me il with impunity ; and that. 
F flood in no need of his connfel in regard to the 
regulation of my condudt.—He thought proper 
to afk. a thoufand pardons, and affure me, he 
meant no offence; while Bragwell feigned him- 


felf afleep, that he might not be obliged to take 


notice of what pafled.—But the player, who had’ 
more .animal fpirits, and lefs prudence than Sly- 
boot, unwilling to let the affair reft, where he 
had dropt it, jogged Mr. Bragwell, and told him 
foftly that 1 called him names, and threatned 
to cudgel him.—This I underftood by his ftart- 
ing up and crying, ‘© Blood and wornds! you 
** lie—No man durft treat me fo ignominioufly, 
‘$¢ Nir. Random did you call me names, and 


_ threaten to drub me?” I denied the imputa- 


tion, and propofed to punifh the fcoundre], who 
endeavoured to foment difturbance in the com- 
pany ; Bragwell fignified his approbation, and drew 
his {word ; I did the fame, and accofted the ac- 
ter in thefe words, ‘* Lookee, Mr. Ranter, I 
“ know you pofle(s. all the mimickry and mifchie- 
$€ yous qualities of an ape, becaufe I have ob- 
“© ferved you put them all in pra@tice more than 
“* once to-night, on me and others; now I 
-** want to fee if you refemble one in nimblenefs 
‘© alo; therefore I defire you to leap over this 

F2- s¢ {word 


1202S Adventures of 


‘© fword without hefitation ;” fo faying, I held it 
parallel to the horizon, at the diftance of about three 
feet from the floor, and called, ** Once—twice—~ 
<¢ thrice, and away ;’’—but inftead of complying 
with my command, he fnatched his hat and hang- 
er, and affuming the looks, fwagger, and phrafe 
of Piftol, burft out in the following exclamation, 
‘¢ Ha! muftI then perform inglorious prank, -of 
<¢ Sylvan ape in mountain foreft caught !. Death 
“© rock me.afleep, abridge my doleful days, and 
‘6 lay my hand in fury’s lap-—-—Have we not 
<¢ Hiren here??? —-—- This buffonery did not 
anfwer his expe€tation, for by this time the com- 
pany was bent on feeing him in a new character. 
Mr. Banter defired me to hold my {word a foot 
or two higher, thathe might have the better op~ 
portunity of exerting himfelf.—The painter told 
him, if be performed well, he would recommend 
him as a vaulter.to the proprietors of Sadler’s 
Wells; and Bragwell crying, ‘* Leap for the 
<¢ king,’’ applied the point of his fword to the 
player’s pofteriors, with fuch fuccefs, that he 
{prung over in a trice, and finding the door un- 
guarded, vanifhed ina twinkling; glad, no dowbe, 
of having. paid his fhare of the reckoning fo 

eafily. 
It being now near two a-clock in the morning, 
we difcharged the bill, and fallied out into. the 
ftreet.—The painter flunk away without taking 
his leave.—Billy Chattcr being unable to fpeak 
or fland, was fent to a Baenio; and Banter .and 
I accompanied Bragwell to Moll King’s coffee~ 
houfe, where after he had. kicked half a dozen of 
hungry whores, we left him afleep on a bench,:and 
directed our courfe towards Charing-Crofs, near 
which place both he and I lodgcd. 
| The 
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The natural drynefs of my companion being 
overcome by liquor, he honoured me by the way 
with many compliments and profeffions of friend - 
fhip, for which I made fuitable acknowledgments, 
and told hin, I thought myfelf happy in having, 
by my behaviour, removed the unfavourable o- 
- pinion he entertained of me at firft fight.—He 
was furprized at. this declaration, and begged. me 
to explain myfelf: Upon which .I mentioned 
what I had over-heard. him fay of me to Wag- 
tail in the coffee-houfe.—He laughed, and made 
an apology for his freedom, affuring me, that 
my appearance had very much prepofleffed him in 
my favour ; and what he faid, was only intended 
as a joke on the dodlor’s folemnity.—I1 was high- 
ly pleafed at being undeceived in this particular, 
and not a little proud of the good opinion of 
this wit, who fhook me by the hand at parting, 
and promifed to mect me next day at the or- 
dinary. : 
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abhsabpatb ate amp athe shea ate ate athe aha 
CHAP. XLVIL. 


Strap communicates to me a conqueft be bad 
made on a chandler’s widow—finds bimfelf 
miferably miftaken I go to the opera 
a——admire Melinda——am cautioned by 
Banter———go to the affembly at Hamp- 
fread: | 
receive en infolent meffage from Bragwell, 
whofe mettle is foon cooled——am in fa- 
vour with my miftrefs, whom I vift next 
day; and am bubbled: out of eighteen 
guineas at cards ——— Strap triumphs at 
my fuccefs, but is aftonifbed at my expence 

 omm——Banter comes to my lodging, is wery 
farcaftic at my expence, and borrows five 

guineas from me, as @ proof of bis friend- 


N the morning before I got up, Strap came in- 
to my chamber, and finding me awake, hem- 
med feveral times, fcratched his head, caft his 
eyes upon the ground, and with a very foolifh 
kind of fimper upon his face, let me know he had 


fomething to communicate.—‘* By your counte- 


“© nance (faid I) I expect to hear good tidings.” 
-——‘* Indifferent (replied he, tittering) that is, 
“© thereafter as it fhall be.—You muft know, I 


*¢ have fome thoughts of altering my condi- ‘ 
© tion.——-—— *¢ What! (cried I, aftonifhed) a | 


‘© matrimonial fcheme? O rare Strap ! thou haft 
«<s 


dance wilh that young lady--—— | 
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6 sot the heels of me at laft.””» ——‘* N’ —no 
“¢ lefs, I'll affure you (faid he, burfting into a 
« laugh of felf-approbation) a tallow-chandler’s 
‘© widow, that lives hard by, has taken a liking 
“© tome.—A fine jolly dame, as plump as a 
‘© partridge.— She has a well furnifhed houfe, a 
‘¢ brisk trade, and a good. deal of the ready.— 
ss ] may have her for the asking. —She told a 
‘¢ friend of mine,. a brother footman, that fhe 
*‘ would take me out of a ftinking clout. —But 
‘¢ I refufed to give my final anfwer, till I knew 
‘¢ your opinion of the matter.’’—I congratulated 
Monfieur d’Eftrapes upon his- conqueft, and 
approved of the fcheme, provided he could be 
aflured of thefe circumftances of her fortune ; but 
advifed him to. do nothing rafhly,-and give me 
an opportunity of feeing the lady before matters. 
fhould be brought to a conclufton.— He affured me 
he would do nething without my confent and ap~ 
probation, and that very morning, while I was 
at breakfaft, introduced his innamorata to my 
acquaintance. — She was a fhort thick woman, 
about the age of thirty-fix, and hada particular. 
prominence of belly, which I perceived at firft 
fight, not without fome fufpicion of foul play.— 
I defired her, however, to fit, and treated her 


‘with a difh of tea; the difcourfe turning on the 


good qualities of Strap, whom I reprefented asa 
prodigy of fobriety, induftry and virtue—-When 
fhe took her leave, he followed. her to the door, 
and returned licking his lips, and asking if I did. 
not think fhe was lufcious creature.— I made no 
myftery of my apprehenfion, but declared my 
fentiments of her without referve; at which he: 
was not furprized, telling mé,. he had obferved: 


the fame fymptom, but was informed. by his 
| F407 
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friend that fhe was only livergrown, and would in 
a few months be as {mall in the waift as ever. 
—‘* Yes, (faid 1) a few weeks, I believe, will 
“$¢ do the bufinefs.—In fhort, Strap, it is my opi- 
“* nion, that you are egregioufly impofed upon ; 
<¢ and that this friend is no other than a rafeal 
‘* who wants to palm his trull upon. you for a 
“ wife, that he may at once deliver himfelf from 
“‘ the importunities of the mother, and the ex- 
“< pence of her bantling; for which reafon I 
** -would not have you truft implicitly to the re- 
“* port he makes of her wealth, which is incon- 
‘*. fiftent with his behaviour; nor run your head 
<< precipitately into a noofe, that you may after- 
“© wards wifh exchanged for the hangman’s.’”’ 
He feemed very much ftartled at my infinuation, 
and promifed to look twice before he leaped 3 
faying, with fome heat, *¢ Odd, if I find his in- 
<* tention is to betray me, we fhall-fee which of 
“ us is. the better man.”—My prediction was ve- 
rified in lefs than a fortnight ; her great belly pro- 
ducing an infant; to the unfpeakable amazement 
of Strap, who was,: before this happened, inclina- 
ble to believe I had.-refined a little too much in my 
penctration. His falfe friend difappeared, and in 
a few days after, an execution was iffued againft 
her goods and houfhold-furniture, which were 
feized by the creditors, 

Mean while I met my friend Banter at the. 
ordinary, and in the evening went to the opera 
with him and Mr. Chatter, who pointed out 
Melinda. in one of the boxes, and offered to in- 
troduce me to her, obferving at the fame time, 
that fhe was a reigning toaft worth ten thoufand 
pounds. —- This piece of information made my 
heart Rouns with joys and I difcovered great 
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eagernefs to accept the propofal; upon which 
he aflured me I fhould dance with her at the next 
aflembly, if he had-any influence in that quarter ; 
fo faying, he went round, fpoke to her fome 
minutes, and as I imagined, pointed at me, then 
returning, told me, to my inexpreffible pleafure,. 
that I might depend upon what he had promifed, 
for fhe was now engaged as. my partner.—Ban- 
ter, in a whifper, gave me to underftand that the 
was an incorrigible coquette, who would grant 
the fame favour to any young fellow in England, 
of a tolerable appearance, merely to engage him 
among the herd of her admirers, that {he might 
have the pleafure of feeing them increafe daily 3. 
— that fhe was of a cold infenfible difpofition,, 
dead to every paffion but vanity, and fo blind to. 
merit, that he would lay.any wager, the wealthie} 
fool fhould carry her at laft. I attributed a good: 
deal of this intelligence to the fatirical turn of 
my friend, or refentment, for having himfelf fut 
fered a rebuff from the lady in queftion ; and at 
any rate, trufted fo much tomy own accomplifh 
ments, as to. believe no woman could refit the 
ardeur of my addreffes. | 

Full of this confidence, I repaired to Hampy 
ftead, in company with Billy Chatter, my Lord. 
Hobble, and doctor Wagtail. — Here I faw a 
very brilliant afflembly, before whom I had the 
honour to walk a minuet with Melinda, wha 
charmied. me with her frank manner of receiv- 
ing me, and eafinefs of behaviour. — Before 
the country dances began, I received a meflage 
by a perfon I did not know,;, from Bragwell, 
who was prefent,. importing that ng body who 
Anew him, prefumed.to dange with Melindag. 
while he was there tn perfon ; and that I would. 
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do well to relinquifh her without noife, becaufe 
he had ‘a mind to lead up a country dance with 
her, This extraordinary intimation, which was 
delivered in the lady’s hearing, did not at all 
difcompofe me, who by this time was pretty well 
acquainted with the character of my rival. I - 
therefore, without the leaft fymptom of concern, | 
bid the gentleman tell Mr. Bragwell, that while 
I was fo happy as to obtain the lady’s confent, 
I fhould mot be follicitous about his; and defired 
-the bearer himfelf to bring me no fuch imperti- 
nent meflages for the future. Melinda affected 
a fort of confufion, and pretended to wonder 
that Mr. Bragwell fhould give himfelf fuch liber- 
ties with regard to her, who had no manner. of 
connexion with the fellow. I laid hold of this 
Opportunity to difplay my valour, and offered. to 
call-him to account for his infolence, which fhe 
abfolutely refufed, under pretence of confulting 
my fafety ; though I could perceive by the fpark- 
ling of her eyes, that fhe would not have thoughit 
Berfelf affronted in being the fubje@& of a dueh 
i.was by no means pleafed with this difcovery: of 
her thoughts, which not only argued the mof 
unjuftifiable vanity, bus likewife the moft barba- 
sous indifference ; however, I was allured by her 
fortune, and: refolved to. gratify her pride, in 
making her the occafion of a publick quarrel be- 
tween me and Bragwell, who I was pretty cer- 
tain, would never drive matters to a dangerous 
extremity. | — 
_ While we danced together, 1. obferved . this 
formidable rival at one end: of the room,- en- 
circled with a clufter of beaus, to whom he 
talked with great vehemence, cafting many big 
jooks.at me, from time to time: I gueffed the 
a oe re - fubje&. 
4 
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fubje& of. his difcourfe, and as foon as I had 
handed my partner to her feat, ftrutted up to the 
place where he ftood, and cocking my hat in his 
face,. demanded aloud, if he had any thing to 
fay to me. He anfwered with a fullen tone, 
“© Nothing, at.prefent, Sir,’” and turned about 
upon his heel. — ‘* Well, (faid I) you know 
«© where I am. to: be found at any time.” — His. 
companions ftared at one another, and I returned 
to the lady, whofe features brightened at my ap- 
proach, and immediatcly a whifper run thro’ the 
whole room ; after which fo many eyes: were 
turned upon me, that I was ready to fink with 
confufion.— When. the ball broke up, I led her to 
her coach, and, like a true French gallant,, would 
Rave got up behind it, in order to protect her 
from violence on the road; but fhe: abfolutely 
- refufed my offer, and expreffed her concera 

that there was not an empty feat for me wifh- 
in ‘it. a 89 . 
'- Next day in the afternoon I waited on. her at 
her..lodgings, by permiffion, in company with 
‘Chatter,.and was very civilly received by. her 
‘mother, with whom fhe lived ;— there were a 
food. many. fafhionable people prefent, chiefly 
young fellows, and immediately after tea a couple 
.of card tables were fet, at one of which I had. 
the honour to play with Melinda, wha in leo 
‘than three hours made fhift.to plunder me of 
‘eight guineas. —I was well enough content to. 
lofe a little money with a good grace, that. I might 
fhave-an opportunity to fay foft things in the 
mean time, which are ftil! moft welcome, wheh 
attended with good luck ; but I was by:no means 
fatished with her fair play, a. circumftance that 
fhocked me not a. little, and-greatly impaired my 
Fo. Te E 6 opinion: 
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opinion of her difintereftednefs and delicacy. — 
However, I was refolved to profit by this be- 
haviour, and treat her in my turn with lefs ce- 
remony; accordingly T laid. clofe fiege to her, 
and finding her not at all difgufted with the grofs. 
incenfe I offered, that very night made a decla= 
. ration of love in plain terms. — She received my 
addreffes with great gaiety, and pretended to laugh 
them off, but at the fame time treated me with 
fuch particular complacency, that I-was perfuaded - 
I had made a conqueft of her heart, and con 
cluded myfelf the happieft man alive. — Elevated. 
with thefe flattering ideas, I fat down again to 
cards, after fupper, and with great chearfulnefs. 
fuffered myfelf to be cheated of ten guineas 
more. 

It was late before I took my leave, after being: 
-¥avoured with a general invitation; and when L 
got into bed, the adventures of the day. hindered 
me from fleeping. — Sometimes. I pleafed. myfelf: 
with the hcpcs of pofleffing a fine woman with 
ten thoufand pounds; then I would ruminate on. 
the character I had heard of her from Banter,. 
and compare it with the circumftances of her: 
eonduct towards me, which feemed to bear too. 
great a refemblaice to the pi€ture he had drawn. 
~~ This introduced a melancholy refleCtion on the 
expence I had undergone, and the fmallnefs of: 
my funds to fupportit, which, by the bye, were 
none of my own.—In fhort, 1 found myfelf in-- 
volved in doubts and perplexities, that kept me- 
awake the greatcft part of the night. 

In the morning, Strap, with.whom I had not - 
converfed thefe two days, prefeited himfelf with. 
the utenfils for fhaving me; upon which, I asked 
his opinion of the, lady whom he had feen me: 

conduct. 
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condud to her coach at Hampftead. --- ** Odd! 

© fhe’s a delicious creature (cried he) and, as I 
‘¢ am informed, a great fortune, --- I am forry 
“© you did not inf on going’ home with her. 
s¢ JI dare fay, fhe would not have refufed your 


6 company; for fhe feems to he a good-hu- 


“¢ moured foul.” ‘© There’s a time for all 
S¢ things (faid I.) You muft know, Strap, I 
s* I was in company -with her till one o’clock this. 
¢* morning.”’---I had no fooner pronounced thefe 
words, than he began to caper about the room, 
and {nap his fingers, crying in a tranfport, 
«s The day’s our own! --- the day’s our own !”” 
I gave him to underftand that his triumph was a 
little premature, and that I had more difficulties 
to furmount than he was aware of; then J re- 


counted to him the intelligence Thad received from 


Banter.---At which he changed colour, fhook his 


head, and obferved there was no faith in woman. 


---I told him, I was refolved to make a bold pufh. 
notwithftanding, although I forefaw it would lead 
me into a great expence; and bid him guefs the. 
fum I had loft laft night at cards.---He f{cratched 
his chin, and profefled his abhorrence of ¢ards,. 
the very name of which being mentioned made 


him fweat with vexation, as it recalled the mo- - 


ney-dropper to his remembrance ;. ‘* But how- 
«* ever (faid he) you have to do with other guefs 
*¢ people now.---Why, I fuppofe, if you had a 
6° bad run Jaft night, you would fcarce come off 
© for lefs than ten or twelve fhillings. --- I was 
mortified at this piece of fimplicity, which I 
imagined, at that time, was all affected by way 
ef reprimand for my folly ; and asked with fome 
heat, if he thought 1 had fpent the evening in a 


cellac with chairmen and bunters ; 3 giving hita to 
knows. 
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know, at the fame time, that my expence 

amounted to eighteen guineas.---I¢ would require. 

the pencil of Hogarth to exprefs the aftonifhment _ 
and concern of Strap, on hearing this piece of 
news; the bafon in which he was preparing the - 
lather for my chin, dropped out of his hands, 
and he remained fome time immoveable in that lu- 
dicrous attitude, with his mouth open and his eyes 
thruft forward confiderably beyond their ftation ; 


but remembring my difpofition, which ‘was — 


touchy and impatient'of controul, he fmothered 
his chagrin, and attempted to recolle& himfelf-— __ 
With this view he endeavoured to Jaugh, but in 
Spite of his teeth, broke out into a whiniper, 
took up his wafhball and pewter-pot, fcrubbed my 
beard with the one, and difcharged the other 
upon my face.---I took no notice of his confu-’ 
fion, but after he had fully recovered himfelf, 
put him in mind of his right, and. affured him 
of my readinefs to furrender his effe&ts when-. 
ever he fhould think proper to demand them.--- 
He was nettled at my infinuation, which he 
thought proceeded from my diftruft of his’ friend-. 
fhip ; and begged L would. never talk to him in 
that ftrain again, unlefs 1 had a mind ‘to break 
his heart. | SF 
_ This goad creatyre’s unalterable friendfhip: 
for me affected me with the moft grateful fen; 
timents, and acted as a {pur to my refolution of 
acquiring a fortune,. that I might have it in my 
power to manifeft my generofity in my. turn.—-F of 
this purpofe, 1 determined to bring matters fo 
a fpeedy conclufton with Melinda ;, well know- 
ing that a few fuch nights as the laft, would ef- 
feually incapacitate me from profecuting that, .. 
ox any other advantageous amour. ne 

' While 
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' : ‘While my meditation was bufied in planning 


out my future conduct, Mr. Banter favoured me 
with a vifit; and after breakfaft, asked how. § 


~ had paffed. the preceeding evening---I anfwered, 


I was very agreeably entertained at a private 
houfe.---** Yes, (faid he, with.a farcaftic fmile) 
“* you deferved fomething extraordinary for the 


_§© price’ you paid.” --- I-was furprifed at. bis rer 
‘mark, ‘and pretended ignorance of his meaning, 

_ s2-. ** Come, come, Random, (continued he) 

| . §* you.need not..make a myftery of it to me, 
| * the whole town has it.---I with that foolith af,’ 


** fair between you and Bragwell at Hampftead 
‘6 had been léfs publick---It has fet all the bufy 
-bodies at work to find out your real ehara&tes 
and fituation ; and you cannot imagine what 


‘*© conje€tures have already circulated at your 
* expence : One fufpedts you to be a Jefuit in dif 


‘ guife ; another thinks you are an agent from 
the Pretender ; a third believes you to. be ag 
“* upftart gamefter, becaufe no body knows any 
“* thing of your family or fortune ; a fourth Js 
* of opinion, that you -are an Irifh fortune- 
“© bunter.”---This Iaft hypothefis touched me fo 
Rear, that, to conceal my confufion, I was fain 
to. interrupt his detail, and damn the world for 
an envious meddling community, that would 
not fuffer a gentleman to live without molefta- 
tions He took no notice ofthis apoftrophe, but 
went on, “ For my own part, I neither know 
*© nor defire to know, who, os what you are 5 
‘§ this Iam certain of, that. few people make 
“Sa myftery of. their origin and fituation, who 
“- can -boaft of any thing advantageous in Cir 
*f ther ;---and my own opinion of the matter is, 
“ that you have raifed yourfelf by your induftry, 


s¢ from 


- 
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<¢ from nothing to the appearance you now main- 
“© tain,and which youendeavourto fupport by fome 
s¢ matrimonial fcheme.’’---Here he fixed his eyes 
ftedfaftly upon me, and perceiving my facecovered 
with blufhes, told me, now he was confirmed in 
his opinion ; — ‘* Look ye, Random, (faid he) 
“¢ T have divined your plan, and am confident 
<¢ it will never fucceed—You are too honeft and 
“© too ignorant of the town, to practife the ne- 
‘© ceflary cheats of your profeffion, and detect 
<¢ the confpiracies that will be formed againft you 
ss —Befides, you are downright bafhful—what 
“* the devil! fet up for a fortune-hunter, before 
s® you have conquered the fenfe of fhame! —— 
s¢ Perhaps you are entitled by your merit, and 
‘¢ IT believe you are, to a richer and better wile 
*< than Melinda; but take my word for it, fhe 
S* is not to be won at that rate; — or, if you 
6* are fo lucky as to carry her, between you 
®* and me, you may fay, as Teague did, By 
“ my foul I have gained a lofs! She would take 
-§© care to fpend her own fortune in a twinkling, 
s¢ and foon make you fick of her extravagance,” 
—J was alarmed by his difcourfe, while I refented. 
the freedom of it, and expreffed my difguft, by 
telling him, he was miftaken in my intentions, 


and defiring he would give me leave to regulate. 


my conduct according to the dictates of my own 
reafon.—He made an apology for the liberty he 
had taken, and afcribed it to the warmth of his 
friendfhip for me ;, as an uncommon inftance of 
which, he borrowed five guineas, afluring me. 
there were very few pecple in the world whom 
he would fo far favour with his confidence, —-> 
J gave him, the money, and profeffed my felf fp 
well conviriced: of -his fincerity, that he had no 
L occafion. 
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Occafion to put it to fuch extraordinary proofs for 
the future.—** I thought (faid he) to have asked 
** five pieces more, but hearing you was bubbled 
** of eighteen laft night, I prefumed you might _ 
** be out of cafh, and refolved to model my de- 
“* mand accordingly.”” I could not help ad- 
miring the cavalier behaviour of this-{park, of 
whom I defired to know his reafon for faying, I 
was bubbled. —W hereupon he gave me to under- 
ftand, that before he came to my lodgings, he 
had beat up Tom Tofsle, who having been pre- 
fent, informed him of the particulars, rehearfed 
all the fine things I faid to Melinda, with which 
he propofed to entertain the town; and among 
other circumftances, affured him, my miftrefs 
cheated with fo little art, that no body but a 
meer novice could have been-impofed upon. 
The thoughts of becoming a fubject of raillery 
for coxcombs, and lofing my money to boot, 
ftung me to the quick; but I made a virtue of 
my indignation, and {wore that no man fhould 
with impunity, either afperfe the character of Me- 
linda, or turn my behaviour into ridicule. He 
replied in a dry manner, that I would find it a 
Herculean task to chaftife every body who fhould 
_Taugh at my expence; and as for the character 
of Melinda, he did not fee how it could fuffer 
by what was laid to her charge; for that cheat- 
ing at cards, fo far from. being reckoned a blemifh 
among people of fafhion, was looked upon as an 
honourable indication of fuperior genius and ad- 
drefs.—<* But Jet us. wave this fubject (faid he) 
** and go to the coffee-houfe, in order to make 
** a party for dinner.” ; : 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, XLVI. 


ie repair to the coffee-boufe, where we over= ° 
- bear a@ curious difpute between Wagtail 


| and Medlar, which is referred to our de- 
" cifton the doftor gives us ain account 
of his experiment — Medlar is roafted by 
Banter, at the. ordinary — the old gentle- 
man’s advice to me, | | 


FQ EIN G as willing to drop the theme, .as 
he to propofe it, I accompanied him thithers 
where we found Mr. Medlar and doctor Wagtail, 
difputing upon the word Cuftard, which the phy- 
fician affirmed fhould be fpelled with a G, be- 
caufe it was derived from the Latin verb gu/tare, 
§© to tafte.””—But Medlar pleaded cufiom.in be- 
half of C, obferving, that by the doétor’s rule, 
we ought.to change pudding into budding, be- 
caufe it is derived from the French word boudin; 
and in that cafe why not retain the original or- 
thography and pronunciation of all the foreign 
words we have adopted; by which means. our 
language would become a diffonant jargen with- 
out ftandard'or propriety. “The controverfy was 
Feferted to us ; and Banter, notwithftanding his 
seal opinion to the contrary, decided it in favour 
ef Wagtail: Upon which, the peevidh annuitant 
arofe, and uttering the monofyllable, pifo./ with 
great emphafis, removed to another table. — 
We 


- 
ae . 
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We then enquired of the do&tor, what progrefs 
' he had made-in the experiment of diftilling tinder: . 
water; and he told us, he had been at all the 
glafs-houfes about town, but could find, no body 
who would undertake to blow a retort large 
enough to hold the third part of the quantity 
prefcribed ; but he intended to try the procefs on 
as much as would produce five drops, which 
would be fufficient to prove the fpecific, and 
‘then he would make it a parliamentary affair; 
that he had already purchafed a confiderable 
weight of rags, in the reducing of which to tin- 
der, he had met with a misfortune, which had 
obliged him to change his lodgings: For he had 
gathered them in a heap on the-floor, and fet 
ire to them with a candle, on the fuppofition 
that the boards would fuftain no damage, becaufe 
it is the nature of flame to afcend; but by fome 
very extraordinary accident, thé wood was in- 
vaded, and began to blaze with great violence, 
which difordered him fo much, that he had not 
‘prefence of mind enough to call for affiftance, 
-and the whole hou’e muft have been confumed 
with him in the midft. of it, had not the fmoke 
that rolled out of the windows in clouds alarmed 
the neighbourhood; and brought people to his 
fuccour.—T hat he had loft a pair of black vel- 
yet breeches and atye-wig in the hurry, befides 
the expence of .the rags,” which were rendered 
ufelefs by the water ufed to‘quench‘the flame, atrd 
the damage of the floor, which he was compelled 
torepair. — That his landlord believing him dif- 
traéted, had infifted on his quitting his apart- 
ment at a minute’s warning, which put him to 
incredible inconvenience; but now he was -fet- 
tled in a very comfortable houfe, and had on 
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ufe of a large paved yard for preparing his tin- 
der: So that he hoped in a very {hort time to 
reap the fruits of his labour, 

After having congratulated the doétor on his 
profpect, and read the papers, we repaired to an 
auction of pictures, where we entertained our- 
felves an hour or two; from thence we adjourned 
to the Mall, and after two or three turns, went 
back to dinner, Banter affluring us, that he in- 
tended to roaft Medlar at the ordinary ; and ine 
deed, we were no fooner fet than this Cynic began 
to execute his purpofe by telling the old gentle- 
man, he looked extremely well, confidering the 
little fleep he had enjoy’d laft night. To this 
compliment Medlar made no reply, but by a 
ftare accompanied with a fignificant grin ; — and 

anter went on thus: “* I don’t know whether 
**'moft to admire the charity of your mind, 
“¢ or the vigour of your body.—-Upon my foul, 
‘* Mr. Medlar, you do generous things with the - 
<< belt tafte of any man I know! You extend 
“* your compaffion to real objeéts, 4nd exaé only 
‘* fuch returns as they are capable of making. 
“*— You muft know, gentlemen (aid he, 
“* turning to the company) I had been up moft 
** part of the night with a friend who is bad of a 
‘6 fever, and on my return home this morning, 
<* T chanced to pafs by a gin-fhop ftill open, 
“* whence iffued a confufed found of mirth 
<* and jollity: Upon which I popped in my 
‘© head, and perceived Mr. Medlar dancing 
“* bare-headed inthe midft of ten or twenty 
“* ragged Bunters, who rejoiced at his expence. 
‘* But indeed, Mr. Medlar, you ought not to 
‘* facrifice your conftitution to your benevolence. 
‘* ~~ Confider you grow old apace; and we 
, 6¢ fore 
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“* fore’ have a reverend care of your health, 
«¢ which muft certainly be very much’ impaired 
‘* by thefe noéturnal expeditions.” — The tefty 
fenior could no longer contain himfelf, but cried 
haftily, ‘* ’Tis well known that your tongue is 
*< no flander.”’—** I think (faid the other) you 
might {pare that obfervation, as you are very 
fenfible, that my tongue has done you fignal 
fervice on many occafions,—— You may remem- 
ber, that when you made your addreffes to 
the fat widow, who kept a publick houfe at 
“Tflington, there was a report fpread very 
.much to the prejudice of your manhood ; 
which coming to the ears of your miftrefs, 
‘© you was difcarded immediately ; and I brought 
matters to a reconciliation, by affuring her you 

“¢ had three baftards at nurfe in the country: 
How you ruined your own affair afterwards, it 

is neither my bufinefs nor inclination to relate.” 
-——T his anecdote, which had no other foundation 
than in Banter’s own invention, afforded a good 
deal of mirth to every body prefent, and pro- 
voked Mr. Medlar beyond all fufferance; fo that 
he ftarted up in a mighty paffion, and forgetting 
that his mouth was full, befpattered thofe who 
fat next to him, while he difcharged his indig- 
nation in a volley of oaths, and call’d Banter in- 
fignificant puppy, impertinent jackanapes, and an 
hundred fuch appellations; telling the company, 
he “had inyented thefe falfe malicious afperfions, 
becaufe he would not lend him money to fquan- 
der away ‘upon rooks and whotes. . cae" 
“© very: likely ftory (faid Banter) that I fhould 
‘S attempt to borrow money of a man who is 
‘* obliged to practife a thoufand fhifts to make 
his weekly allowance hold out to sane ts 
|S night. 
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“night. Sometimes he fleeps four and ‘twenty’ 


hours-at a ftretch, by which means he faves: 
three meals befides coffee-houfe expence.— 


Sometimes he is fain to put up with bread and: 
© cheefe and {mall beer fordinner ; and fometimes 


he regales on two penny worth of ox-cheek 
in a cellar.” ——-—~—** You are a lying mifcreant 
(cried Medlar, in an exftacy of rage) I can al- 


ways command money enough to pay your 
taylor’s bill, which I am fure is no trifle ; and 
have a good mind to give you a convincing 


proof of my circumftances, by profecuting you 
for defamation, firrah.”’ —By this time the vi- 


dlence of his wrath had deprived him of his appe- 
tite, and he fat filent, unable to fwallow one 
mouthful, while his tormentor enjoyed his mor- 
tification, and encreafed his chagrin, by advifing 
him to Jay in plentifully for his next day’s faft. 


the coffee-room, and Banter went away to keep — 


Dinner being ended, we came down ftairs to 


an appointment, faying, he fuppofed he fhould 
fee Wagtail and me im the evening at the Bed- 
ford coffee-houfe.—He was no fuoner gone, than 
the old gentleman took me afide, and faid, he 
was forry to fee me fo intimate with that fellow 
who was one of the moft gracelefs rakes about 
town, and had already wafted a good eftate and 
conftitution upon harlots; that he had been the 
ruin of many a young man, by introducing them 
into debauched company, and fetting a leud ex- 
ample of all manner of wickednefs; and that, 
unlefs I was on my guard, he would ftrip me 
ina fhort time, both of my money and repu- 
tation. I thanked him for his information, and 
promifed to conduét’myfelf accordingly, withing 
however, his caution had been a few hours 


more 


~ 
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tore early, by which means I might have faved 
five guineas. Notwithftanding this intelligence, 
I was inclinable to impute fome part of the 
charge to Medlar’s revenge for the liberties taken 
with him at'dinner ; and: therefore, as. foon as I 
could difengage myfelf, applied to-Wagtail for 
his opinion of the chara¢ter in queftion ; refolved 
to compare their accounts, allowing for the 
prejudice of each, and form my judgment upon 
both, without adhering ftri@ly to either. — The 
dodtor aflured me that he was a very pretty gen- 
tleman, of family and fortune ; a f{cholar, a wit, 
a critick, and perfeétly well acquainted with the 
town; that his honour and courage were unque- 
ftionable, though fome extravagancies he -had 
been guilty of, and his talent for fatire, had pro- 
cured him enemies, and made fome people fhy 
of his acquaintance. —- From thefe different 
fketches, I concluded that Banter was a young 
f-llow of fome parts who had fpent his fortune, 
but retained his appetites, and fallen out with the 
world becaufe he could not enjoy it to his with. 

I went to the Bedford coffee-houfe in the even- 
ing, where I met my friends, from thence pro- 
ceeded to the play, and afterwards carried them 
home to my lodgings, where we fupped with 
great harmony and fatisfaction. _ | 


a 


CHAP, 


132 “ The Adventures of - 
(CHAP. XLIX. 


L receive a challenge the confequences of 
itm———the quarrel being made up, am 
put in arreft, by the care and gffetiion. of 
‘Strap —~ but immediately releafed upon’ ex- 
plaining my affair-——— the behaviour af 
Mr. Oregan and his two friends———I 
vifit Melinda, whom I divert with au at- 
count of the duel propofe marriage 
——Jhe refers the matter to ber mother, 

of whom I make a folemn. demand of ber 
daughter———the old lady's behaviour-———- 


Iam difcarded, refent their difdain. 


t HEN I was ready to go abroad next 
; day, Strap brought mea letter, directed 
Ty Mr. Random, Efg; Thofe.———- Which, up- 
on opening, I found contained a challenge, couch- 
ed in thefe very extraordinary terms : 


© SIR, - : er 
<< Hereas, Tam infogsned that you make 
e love to Mifs Melinda Goofetrap, This 
<6 js to let you know, that fhe is under promife 
<* of marriage to me; and that I-.am at this 
<¢ prefent writing at the back of Montague 
«© houfe, with a pair-of good piftols in my hand, 
© and if you will keep your appointment, I 


%< will miake your tongue confefs (after the | 


a . -breath 
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‘¢ breath is out of your body) that you do not 
6¢ deferve her as well as 
| 7 a Yours, &Fc. 


Rourk Oregan, 


I gueffed from the ftile and fubfcription of this 


_ billet, that «ny rival was a true Milefian, and 


was not a little uneafy at the contents, efpecial- 
ty that part, where he aflerts his right to my 
miftrefs by promife, a circumftance I did not 
know: how to reconcile to her penetration.——~ 
However, this was no time for me to decline 
the invitation, becaufe the fuccefs of my ad- 
drefles might in a great meafure depend upon 
my behaviour in that affair, I therefore imme- 
diately loaded my piftols, and betook myfelf in 
a hackney-coach to the place appointed, where 
I found a tall raw-boned man, with a hard’ fea- 
tured countenance, and black bufhy beard, - walk- 
ing by himfelf, wrapped up in a fhabby’ great 
coat, over which his own hair defcended in a 
leathern.queue from his head, that was covered 
with a greafy hat trimmed with a tarnifhed pointe 
defpagne. He no fooner perceived me advancing, 
than without any: preamble, he pulled a piftol from 
his -bofom, and prefenting at me, fnapt it. A- 
larmed at this rude falutation, I made a ftand, 
and beforé he could adjuft his other piece, fired 
one of mine at him, without doing any damage. 
By this time he was ready with his fecond, that 
flafhed in the pan without going off: Upon which 
he called, with a true Tipperary cadence, ‘* Fire 
<* away, honey,”’=-and began to hammer his flint 
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with great deliberation.—But I was refolved te 
make ufe of the advantage Fortune had given me’; 
and therefore ftept up, without throwing away my 
fire, defiring him to afk his life, or prepare for 
_ another world ;-but this ftout Hibernian refufed 


to condefcend, and complained bitterly of my 


having quitted my ground before he could return 
my fhot; faying I- ought to go back to my 


ftation, and let him bave an equal chance with 


me.—I endeavoured to perfuade him that I had 


given him a double chance already; and it was 


my bufinefs to prevent. him from enjoying a third ; 
-—but now, fince I had an opportunity, 1 de- 
manded a parley, and defired to know his condi- 
tion, and reafon for calling me to the field, 
who, to the heft of. my remembrance, fo far 
from having done him any injury, had never be- 
fore feen him. He told me, that he was a gen- 
tleman of fortune, who had fpent all he had, ‘and 
hearing that Melinda had got ten thoufand pounds, 
he intended to make himfelf mafter of that fum 
by efpoufing her, and was determined, in an ho- 
nourable way, to cut the throats of all thofe 
who ftood between him and his hopes.—I then 
demanded to know the foundation of his hopes ; 
and now that I had feen him, being more and 
more aftonifhed at the circumftance: of the pro- 
mife, delired he would explain ‘that myftery :— 


He gave me to underftand, that he trufted en- 
tirely to his birth and perfonal merit; that he had - 


frequently wrote to Melinda, fetting forth his 
¢laim and pretenfions, but fhe was never kind 
tee to fend an. anfwer, or even.to adinit him 
into her prefence ; and that the promife he men- 
tioned in his letter, was made by his friend Mr. 
Gaghagan, who aflyred him, that no woman 

. | could 
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‘could refift a man of his appearance.—I could 
not forbear laughing to excefs, at the fimplicity 
of my rival, who did not feem to relifh my 
mirth; but began to ‘be vety ferious: Upon 
which I endeavoured to appeafe him, by giving. 
him my word and honour, that fo far from pre- 
judicing his addreffes to the lady, I would repre- 
fent him to her in the moft favourable light I 
could, with any regard to truth; but he muft 
mot be furprized if fhe fhould remain blind to his 
deferts, for nothing was more capricious than a 
‘woman’s mind, and the affection of that fex was 
feldom purchafed with virtue alone.—That my 
declaration might have the better effect, 1 took 
notice of his difhabille, and profeffing forrow at 
feeing a gentleman reduced, flipt two guineas in- 


to his hand, at the fight of which, he threw 


away his piftols, and hugging me in his arms, 
cried, ** Arrah, by Jefus, now, you are the beft 
** friend 1 have met with thefe feven long years.” 
—When I had fuffered fome minutes in his ema 
brace, he quitted me, and picking up his rufty 
arms, wifhed the devil might burn him if ever 
he fhould give me any further trouble about wo- 
man-kind. | 

The quarrel being thus amicably compofed, I 


. begged leave to look at his piftols, which I found 
fo .crazy and fo foul, that, I believe, it was happy 


for him neither of them was difcharged, for one 
of them would certainly have fplit in the going 
off, and he would, in all probability, have loft 
his hand in the explofion; but what gave mea 
lively idea of the man’s character, was to find, - 
upon examination, that one of them had been 
loaded without being primed, and the other primed 
without a charge, | 
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While we walked homeward together, I ex- 
prefled a defire of knowing my new friend’s 
hiftory ; and he informed me of his having ferved 
in the German army as a volunteer againft the 
Turks; that fer his behaviour at the fiege of 
Belgrade, he had been honoured with an i ae 
commiffion, and afterwards promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant, in which ftation, it was his 
misfortune to affront his captain, who challenged 


him to the field, and was killed in the duel, - 
upon which he was obliged to retreat ;—that he. 


had been in, England fome years folliciting his 
friends for provilion in the Britifh army ; but 
being hitherto unfuccefsful, he was defired by 


Mr. Gaghagan to turn his thoughts to matrimo- . 


ny, and make his fortune by an advantageous 
match; in confequence of which advice, he had 
made up to Melinda, and having heard, by means 
of an Irifh footman in the family, that I was her 
chief favourite, had called me cut in hopes of 
removing by my death, the greateft obftruction 
to his defires; but now he was convinced of my 
honour and generofity, he fwore by the bleffed 
Virgin, he would think of her no more, if there 
was not another woman in the world.—As a 
further proof of his veracity, which I did not at 
all doubt, he opened an old iron fnuff-box, and 
pulled out his commiffion in the imperial army, 
and his captain’s challenge, which he preferved 
as teftimonials of his character.—I was {o well 
convinced of this poor man’s honefty. and coue 


rage, that I determined to fpeak in his behalf, 


to fame of my acquaintance, who might recom- 
mend his cafe to the confideration of thofe who 
could provide for him; and in the mean time to 
accommodate him witha few cloaths, by which 
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Kis appearance would be much mended, and 
himfelf enabled to renew his folicitations in 
rfon. 

As we walked along, converfing focially to- 
gether, we were met by a file of Mufqueteers, 
and Strap at their head, who na fooner approach- 
ed, than with a frantic Jook, he cried, ** Seize 
<< them !—in the name of God! feize them.”— 
We were accordingly furrounded, and I put in 

arreft by the corporal, who was commanding of- 
 ficer; but captain Oregan difengaged himfelf, and 
run with fuch fpeed towards Tottenham-court- 
road; that he was out of fight ina moment. Whien 
niy arms were delivered up, and myfelf fecured, 
Strap became a little more compofed, and afked 
pardon for the liberty he had taken, which he 
hoped’ I would excufe, as it proceeded from his 
affection : He then told me that, fufpecting the let- 
ter (which by the bye was brought by the author 
himfelf) contained fomething extraordinary, he had 
peeped through the key-hole, and feen me load 
my piftols ; upon which he run down to White- 
hall, and applied-‘to the officer on’ guard, fora 
pry to put me in arreft, but before he returned, 
was gone in a coach; that: he had enquired 
‘which way I went, and having heard, that duels 
were commonly fought at the back of Montague- 
houfe, he conducted the guard to this place, where 
he thanked God for having found me fafe and 
found. I let him know, that I forgave his of- 
ficious concern for once, but cautioned him in pret- 
ty fevere terms, from making me the fubjecét of idle 
converfation for the future ; then,’ turning to the 
corporal, I thanked him for his care, and gave 
him a crown to drink with his men, affuring 
‘Him that the rencontre was over long before he 
G 3 came 
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came up, and every thing compromifed, as he 


mizht have obferved by our behaviour ; as a far- 
ther proof of which, he would find upon exa- 
mination, that one of my piftols had been dif- 
charged ;—but this civil perfon, without giving 
himfe}f or me any further trouble, received the 
bounty with a thoufand bows and acknowledg- 
ments, and returning the piftols, releafed me im- 
mediately. | 

He was not gone an hundred yards, when my 
friend Oregan came up, in order to refcue me, 
with two Tatterdemalions whom he had engaged 
for that purpofe, about the purlieus of St. Giles’s : 
One of them was armed with a musket that 
wanted a lock, and another with a rufty broad- 
Sword; but their drefs furpaffed all . defcription.— 
When he underftood I was already free, he 
made an apology for his abrupt departure, and 
introduced me to his twocompanions: Firft, to 
counfellor Fitz-clabber, who, he told me, was 
then employed in compiling a hiftory of the kings 
of Muntfter, from Irifh manufcripts ; and then to 
his friend Mr.. Gaghagan, who was a profound 
philofopher and politician, and had projected 
- many excellent fchemes for the good of his 
country.—But it feems thefe literati had been very 
ill rewarded for their ingenious labours; for be- 
tween them both, there was but one fhirt and 
half a pair of breeches. I thanked them very 
kindly for their readinefs to affift me, and having 
offered my fervice in my turn, wifhed them a 
good: morrow, defiring Oregan to accompany me 
to my lodgings, where he was fitted with decent 
cloaths from my wardrobe, fo much to his fatif- 
faction, that he fwore eternal gratitude and apres 
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‘thip fo me, and at my requeft recounted all the 
adventures of his life. a 
In the afternoon, I waited om Melinda, who 
received me with great kindnefs and familiarity, 
and laughed exceffively at my adventure with the 
Irifhman, to whofe wifhes fhe was no ftranger, 
having more than a dozen letters in her poffef- 
fion, which he had wrote to her on the fubjec 
of love, and which, for my entertainment, fhe 
fubmitted to my perufal.—Having made ourfelves 
merry at the expence of this poor admirer, I 
feized the opportunity of her mother’s going out 
of the room, and introduced my own paffion, 
which I recommended to her with all the ardout 
and eloquence I was mafter of.—I flattered, fighed, 
{wore, intreated, and aéted a thoufand extrava- 
panciess in hopes of: nraking fome impreffion on 
‘her heart ; but fhe heard every thing I faid with- 
out ‘difcovering the leaft emotion ; and other 
company came in, before fhe’ would vouchfafe 
one ferious reply. — After tea, the cards were 
brought in according to cuftom, arid it was my 
good fortune to have Melinda for my partner; _ . 
by which means, inftead of lofing, I came off 
with five guineas clear gain. _ | | 
I foon became acquainted with a good many 
people of fafhion, and fpent my time in the mo= 
difh diverfions of the town, fitch as plays, ope- 
ras, mafquerades, drums, aflemblies and puppet- 
fhews ; chiefly in company with Melinda, whom 
‘I cultivated with all the eagernefs and‘ addrefs 
that my profpec could infpire, and'my education 
afford: I fpared neither my perfon nor my purfe, 
to gratify her vanity and pride; my rivals were 
intimidated, and indeed out-fhone; and after 
all,. [ began to fear that the dear creature had not 
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a heart to lofe. — At laft, finding myfelf unable 
to f{upport the expence of this amour much 
longer, I was determined to bring the matter to 
a crifis; and one evening, while we were f/fe 
a téte, complained of her indifference, defcribed 
the tortures of fufpence to a love-fick mind, and 
prefled her to difclofe her fentiments of matrimo- 
ny and me, with fuch earneftnefs, that fhe could 
not with all her art, fhift the fubje&t; but was. 


obliged to come to an eclairciffement. — She let | 


me know with a carelefs air, that fhe had no 
objection te my perfon, and if I could fatisfy her 
mother in other particulars, I fhould not find 
her averfe to the match ; but fhe was refalved 
to do nothing in an affair of fuch mament’oug 
concern, without the adviee and confent of her 
parent. — This was not a very agreeable de- 
claration to me, whofe aim had been to win 
her inclination firft, and then fecure my con- 
queft by a private marriage, to which I flat- 
‘tered myfelf fhe would exprefs no relu€tance. 
—That I might not, however, defert my caufe 
before it was defperate, I waited on the mother, 
' and with great formality demanded the daughter 
in marriage: The good lady, who was a very 
notable woman, behaved with great ftate and 
. civility ; thanked me for the honour I intend- 
ed her family, and faid, fhe did not doubt 
that I was in all refpe€&ts qualified to make 
a woman happy; but it concerned her as 
@ parent anxious about the welfare of her. 
child, to enquire into the particulars of my 
fortune, and know what fettlement I propofed 
tomake. To this intimation, which would have 
utterly difconcerted me, if I had not expeéted. 
it, I replied without hefitation, that though my. 
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fortune was very {mall, I -was a gentleman by 
birth and education, would maintain her daughter 
in the fphere -of a gentlewoman, and fettle her 
own dowry on her and her heirs for ever.qo 
This careful matron did not feem te relifh my 
propofal, but obferved with a demure. counte- 
nance, that there was no neceffity for fetding 
that upon her child which was her own aheady : 
However, if I pleafed, her lawyer fhould con- 
er with mine upon the matter ; and in the :‘meaa 
time, fhe defired I would favour her- with the 
perufal of my rent-roll. — Notwithftandmp the 
wexation I was under, I could fcarce forbear 
laughing in her face, at the mention of my rent- 
roll, which was, indeed, a fevere piece of fatire 
upon my pretenfions. I frankly owned I hail ” 
no landed eftate: and told her, that I could not 
exaily fpecify the fum I was mafter of, until 
I had segulated my affairs, which were at pre- 
femt in fome diforder ; but that I would take 
an opportanity-of fatisfying her on that head very | 


It was not long before 4 took my leave, and 
returned to my lodgings in a ‘very melancholy 
mood, perfuaded that I had nothing more-to-ex- 
pect from that quarter: ] was confirmed .in this 
opinion next day, when I went back with a-view 
of explaining myfelf more fully to the old gen- 
tlewoman ; and was told by the footman, that 
his ladies were not at home, although I had feen 
Melinda through the blinds at a parlour -wih- 
dow, as I went up to the door. - Incenfed attltis 
affront I quitted the door, without. faying one 
word, and as I repaffed the parlour, bowed to 
Mifs, who ftill remained in the fame fituation, 
ee G 5, fecurely 
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fecurely fcreened, as fhe thought, from my 
view. | _ ; 
This difappointment gave me more uneafinefs 
on Strap’s account, than my own; for I was in 
no danger of dying for love of Melinda; on the 
contrary, the remembrance of my charming 
Narcifla, was a continual check upon my con- 
f{cience, during the whole courfe of my addrefles ; 
\ and perhaps contributed to the bad fuccefs of. 
my fcheme, by controuling my raptures, and 
condemning my defign. 

There was a neceffity for acquainting my com- 
panion with every thing that happened to me, 
~>y and I. performed this piece of duty in an affected 

paffion, {wearing I would be his pack-horfe no 
longer, and defiring him to take the management 
of his affairs into his own hand. ‘This finefle 
had the defired effe&t, for inftead of grumbling. 
over my mifcarriage, Strap was frightened at the 
paffion I feigned, and begged me for the love of 
God to be appeafed ; obferving, that. although 
we had fuffered a great lofs, it was not irrepa- 
_ Yable; and if fortune frowned to-day, fhe might 
.. perhaps fmile to-morrow.— I pretended to ac- 
~ quiefce in his remarks, praife his equanimity, and 
promife to improve by misfortune. — He on the 
other hand, pretended to be perfectly well fatisfied 
-with my conduct, and conjured me to fallow 
the di&tates of my own reflection ; but in fpite of 
all his affetation, I could perceive his inward af- 
. fiGtion, and his vifage fenfibly increafed in longi- 
tude from that day. | 
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CHAP. L. | 
I long to be revenged on Melinda ——— apply - 
10 Banter for bis affiftance be-contrives 


.. @ Scheme for that purpofe, which is put in 
_ .. execution with great fuccefs I make an 
attempt on the heart of Mifs Gripewell,. 
but am difappointed:——~ grow melancholy 
at my difappointment, and bave recourfe to 
the bottleh——receive a billet-doux———am 
_. vavifoed’ with the contents ‘find myfelf 
involved in an intrigue, which I imagined. 
would make my fortune—am confounded at 
my miftake, which banifbes. all thoughts of 
matrimony, 


Ty. the. nfean’ time, my attention was wholly’ 
- engrofled ‘in fearch of another miftrefs, and the 
defire of being revenged on Melinda, in both — 
‘which {chemes I was very much.affifted by Billy 
‘Chatter, who was fuch a neceflary creature among 
‘the ladies, that in all private dances he engaged 
- the men.—To him therefore I applied, - defining: 
- he would introduce me‘to a partner. of fome 
figure, at the next private affembly, . for the fake 
_of a frolick,. the intention of which I would: 
afterwards: communicate. Billy, who had-heard 
fomething of a difference between Melinda and me, - 
immediately {moaked part of my defign, and think- 
ing I only wanted to alarm her jealoufy a little, - 
_ Bromifed to gratify my ee -by matching. os 

with } 
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with a partner worth thirty thoufand pounds, 
whom the ledies of this end of the town have late- 
ly taken into their management and protection, 
—Upon further. enquiry, 1 found this perfon’s- 
name was Mifs Biddy Gripewell ; that her father, 
who had been a pawnhroker, died inteftate,. by 
which means all his fubftance defcended to this 
daughter, who was {o little a faveurite, that could 
the old man have prevailed with his own rapaciote.. 
difpofition, to part with as much money as weuld. 
have paid the expence of a will, fhe would not : 
have inherited the fixth part of his fortune ;—- 
that during his life, fo far from being educated : 
in a way fuitable to fuch great expectations, fhe - 
was oblized to live like a fervant wench, and do 
the moft menial offices in the family. — But his - 
funeral was no fooner performed, than fhe af- : 
fumed the fine lady, and found fo many people: - 
ef both fexes, to flatter, ecarefs-and inftrud her, -- 
that, for want of difcretion and experience, fhe - 
was grown infufferably vain and arrogant, and . 
pretended to no lefs than a duke or earl at Jeaft,- . 
for her hufband ;— that fhe had the misfortune to - 


be negle&ed by.the Englith quality, but a certain: 


poor Scottifh Lord was then making intereft to. - 
be introduced to her acquaintance. —In the mean - 
time, fhe was fallen into the hands of a notable :.. 
. ¥ady, who had already difpofed of her to a lieu- 
tenant. of foot, a. diftant relation of her lady-. 
thip’s, though Mifs, as yet, knew nothing, of the 
affair; and laftly, that if I propofed to dance. 
with her, I muft give him leave to reprefent me. 
as a knight or foreign count. at leaft. — i was rar - 
vifhed .at this piece of information, aad con-... 
fented, for one night, to. perfonate a French Marre 
quis, that I might the. ¢afier fulfil my revenge. 


Having 
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-Havirig made the ‘appointment with Chatter, 
I -went.to Banter’s lodgings, ‘having by this time 
‘conceived a great opinion of his penetration and 
knowledge; and after f had injoined fecrecy, told 
him every circumftance of thy difgrace with Me- 
linda, and imparted che plan I had projected to 
mortify that proud coquette, defiring his advice in. 
improving, and affiftance in executing the fcheme. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to his mi- 
fanthropical ‘temper, than’ an account of her be- 
haviour and my refentment : He applauded my 
refolutian, and propofed that I -ftrould not only 
provide myfelf in a proper partner, but alfo pro- 
cure fuch an one for Mifs Goofetrap, as would 
infallibly entail upon her the ridicule of all her ac- 
quaintance: For this purpofe he mentioned his 
barber, who, he: faid, was an exceeding cox- 
comb, ‘lately come from Paris; whofe abfurd 
afietation and grimace would eafily pafs upon 
her, for the fprightly politeffe of a gentleman 
imsproved by travel. hugged him for this hint; 
and he affured me, it would-be no dificult mat- 
ter t0 make him believe, that Melinda having 
feen bim by accident, was captivated by his ap- 
pearance, and longed for his acquaintance, ———- 
Fie aftually engaged him on this pretence, and — 
painted his good fortune in fuch colours, that — 
the-poor fhaver was quite befide himfelf with joy, 
~—He was immediately fitted with a tawdry fuit 
of cloaths belonging to Banter, and by htm re- 
commended to Chatter, asa very pretty fellow, 
juft-returned from his travels.—Maffer Biky, who 
acted as gentleman-ufher to a great many of the 
fair fex in and about towh, uridertook, at once, 
to befpeak Melinda in his behalf; and every thing 
happened according to my“wif, --' ne 
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At the time appointed, I appeared, drefied to 


the beft-advantage ; and in the'character of Mar, 
quis,, had the honour of opening :the ‘ball: with 
the rich heirefs, who attracted the eyes of. the 
whole company,. by the prodigious number of 
jewels with which fhe was adorned. — Among 
others, I perceived Melinda, who could no more 
conceal her envy than aftonifhment at my fuc- 


cefs: Her curiofity was ftill more flagrant and 


tormenting, for fhe had never feen Mifs Gripe- 
‘well before ; and Chatter, who alone could. give 
-her any fatisfa&tion on that head, was engaged.in 


converfation at the other end of the room.<----[. 


obferved her impatience, and exulted in her 
chagrin; and after my partner was fet, took the 


‘opportunity of. paffing by. her to make a flight 


bow without ftopping ; which compleated my 
triumph and her indignation. She changed. co- 


lour,. bridled up; affumed an air of difdain,: and. 
flirted her fan with fuch a fury, that it went to: 
pieces in a moment, to the no fmall entertain-. 


ment of thofe who fat near and obferved her. 

At length the metamorphofed barber took~ her 
out, and aed his part with fuch ridieulous ex- 
travagance,. that the mirth of the whole. com- 


pany was excited at his expence, and his partner: 
. fo .much afhamed, that before the country dances: 


began, fhe retiredin great confufion, under pre- 
. tence of being taken fuddenly ill, and was fol- 


lowed by her gallant, who, .no doubt, imagined 


_her indifpofition was nothing but love; and ‘Jaid 
hold of the occafion -of conducting her home, to 
comfort her,. with an-affurance of his entertain- 


ing a reciprocal paffion, ---- They: were.no fooner 


gone, than an inquifitive whifper of ** Who is 
“* he?” sun round. the room ; and Chatter 
) could 
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could give them no other intelligence about 
him, than.that he: was a. man: of fortune,. juft 
- seturned: from his.travels : I,. who alone was ac+ 
quainted with his real quality, affected ignorance, 
well knowing, that female curiofity would not reft 
fatishied with fuch a general account, and that 
the difcovery would proceed with a better grace 
from any body than. me.. : 

Mean while, I. was tempted by the richnefs. 
of the prize, to practife upon Mifs Gripewell’s. 
‘heart, but fooh found it too well fortified with pride 
and indifference to yield to.any effortsin. my own 
. character, and I neither would nor could preferve 
the title I had borrowed, longer than this night.. _ 
_: As I expedted,. every thing came to light next 
day: The barber, in pure fimplicity of heart, 
dete&ted himfelf.to Melinda, and difcovered the 
Soundation-of his.hopes; fhe fickened at. the af- 
front, and was afhamed to.fhew her face in pub- 
lick for many weeks-after this-accident. Poor 
‘Chatter found. it impoffible to juftify himfelf to 
her fatisfaction ; was in utter difgrace with Mifs 
:Gripewell, for having impofed me upon her as 
-a nobleman ; and fuffered very much in his cha- 
_raéter and influence among the ladies in gene- 
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. Finding my finances diminifhed more than 
one half, and my project as little advanced as 
.on the firft day of my arrival in town, I. began 
to defpair of my fuccefs, and grew melancholy 
at.the profpect of approaching want. — To dif- 
_ pel the horrars of this fiend, I bad recourfe to 
_ the batele,. and kept.more company than-ever,—= 
-] became particularly attached to the play-houfe, 
- converfed with the ators behind the fcenes, got 
“acquainted with a body of. templars, and bine 
ort 
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fhort time commenced a profedied wit and critick. 
Indeed I may fay without vanity, that I was 
much better qualified than any one of my com- 
pattions, who were, generally fpeaking, of al} 
the creatures I ever converfed with, the moft ig- 
norant and afluming. — By means of thefe avor 
cations I got the better of care, and learned to 
feparate my ideas in fuch a manner, that when- 
ever I was attacked by agloomy refle€tion, I could 
fhove it afide, and call in fome agreeable reverie to 
my affiftance.-—- This was not the cafe with 
Strap, who praiifed a thoufand fhifts to conceal 
the forrow that preyed upon his carcafs, and. re- 
daced him to the refemblance of a meer skeleton. 
While I thus pofted, in a thoughtlefs manner, 
towards:poverty, I one day received, by the pen» 
ny-poft, a letter written in a woman’s hand, 
containing a great many high-Rown compliments, 
warm proteftationsof love, couched ima very poetix 
cal ftile, an earneft defire of knowing whether or 
not my heart was engaged, by leavingan anfwer.at 
a certain place directed to R. B. and the whole fub- 
{cribed, ** Your incognita.” I wastran{ported with 
joy on reading the contents of this billet-doux, 
which I admired.as_a mafter-piece of tendernefs 
and elegance, and was already up to the ears in 
love with the author, whom my imagination 
seprefented as a lady of fortune, in the bloom of 
youth and beauty.—Elevated with this conjeQture, 
IT went to work and exhaufted my invention in 
‘compofing an anfwer fuitable te the fublimity of 
-her ftile, and the ardour of her fentiments. — I 
~exprefled iny admiration. of her wit, in terms 
-the-rmoft hyperbolical,: and while 1 acknowledged 
myfelf unworthy of her segard, declared myfelf 
-enamoured of her underftanding ; and in, the 
| | mot 
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moft pathetick manner, implored the honour of 
an interview. —Having finifhed this performance, 
and communicated it to Strap, who skipped about 
for joy, I difpatched him with it to the place ap- 


pointed, which was the houfe of a milliner net — 


far from Bond-ftreet, and pefired him to keep 
watch near the door for fome time, that he might 
difcover the perfon who would call for it. —— 
In Jefs than an hour he returned, with a joyful 
countenance, and told me, that foon after he 
had delivered the letter a chairman was called, 
to whom it was given, with directions to carry 
it to the houfe of a rich gentleman in the 
neighbourhood, whither he (Strap) followed him, 
and faw it put into the hands of a waiting- wo- 
man, who paid the meflenger and fhut the 
door; —- That upon inquiry at an alchoufe hard 
by, where he called for a pint of beer, he undere 
ftood, that the gentleman to wham the houfe be- 
Jonged had an only daughter, very handfome, 
who would inherit his whole eftace; and who 
certainly was the author of the billet I had re+ 
ceived. — I was of the fame opinion, and huge 
ging myfelf in the happy profpect, drefled im- 
mediately, and pafied in great {tate by the houfe 
that contained my unknown admirer.—Nor was 
may vanity difappointed ; for I perceived a beautifuk 
young creature ftanding at one of the windows of 
the dining-room, who, I imagined, obferved me 
with more than commona curiofity, That] might 
indulge her view, and at the fame time feaft my 
own, I affected to ftop, and gave orders to Strap, 
in the ftreet, juft oppofite to her ftation, by 
which means [ had an opportunity of feeing her 
more diftinétly, and of congratulating myfelf on 
having made a conqueit of fo much aac 
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— Ina few moments fhe retired’, and I Betoo& 
my felf to the ordinary, in a-rapture of hope, which 
deprived me of my appetite for that meal, and 
fent me home in the evening to indulge my con- 
templation. 4. hee 
Early next day, I was favoured’ with another 
epiftle from: my unknown charmer, fignifying her 
unutterable jey at the receipt of mine,’ which, 
while it made a tender of my heart, copvinced 
her of the value of it. Avbove all things, fhe 
profeffed extreme pleafure in finding me fo much 
attached to her underftanding, a circumftance 
that not only flattered her in the moft fenfible part, 
but at the fame time argued my own fagacity.—As 
for the interview I defired, fhe affured me, that 
I could not be more eager for fuch an occafion 
than fhe ; but fhe muft not only facrifice a Jittle 
more to decorum, but be’ fatisfied of my honou- 


rable intentions, before fhe would’ grant that re~ 


queft : Mean while, fhe gave me to underftand, 
that although fhe might owe fome deference t6 
the opinion oficertain perfons, fhe was refolved; 
in an affair that fo nearly concerned‘her happinef$, 
to-confult her own inclination, preferably tothe 
advice of the whole world; efpecially, as -fhe 
was urged to fuch condeftenfion by no confidera- 
tion of fortune, what fhe depended upon, being 
her own without reftri€tion or econtroul. ——— 
Struck with admiration at the philofophy and felf- 
denial of my miftrefs, who feemed infenfible of 
the beauty fhe pofleffed 5. ahd in particular, ra- 
vifhed with that piece of intelligence, by which 
I learned her fortune was independent, I refumed: 
the pen, launched out into encomiums on the 
dignity of her fentiments, affected to under- 
value the charms of external beauty, pretended to 

ground. 
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ground my paffion on the qualitics of her mind ; 
complained of her rigour in facrificing my re- 
pofe to an overfcrupulous regard to decorum, 
and declared the purity of my defigns in the moft 
folemn and pathetic vows.—— This performance 
being fealed and dire&ted, was fent to the place 
appointed, by Strap, who, that we might be ftill 
the more confirmed in our belief, renewed his 
watch, and in a Jutle time brought back the 
fame information as before, with this addition, 
that Mifs Sparkle, (the name of my fuppofed cor- 
refpondent) looking out at the window, no fooner 
faw the meflenger arrive, than fhe fhut the cafe- 
ment in a fort of beautiful confufion, and difap- 
peared ; eager, no doubt, tohear from the deas 
object of her love. ? | ; 
_. My doubts. now vanifhed, the long expected 
port appeared, and [looked upon myfelf as per- 
feQtly fecure of that happinefs I had been in queft 
of fo long.— After dinner, I fauntered. in.com- 
pany with doctor Wagtail, to that part of the 
town in which my inamorata lived; and.as he 
was a meer regifter,. enquired of him into the 
name, character and fortune of every body wha 
pofieffed a good houfe in the ftreets through which 
we paffed: When it came to his turn to mention 
Sir John Sparkle, he reprefented him as a man 
of an immenfe eftate and narrow difpofition, who 
mewed up his only child, a fine young lady, 
from the converfation of mankind, under the: 
ftri€t watch and infpection of an old governante, 
who was either fo honeft, envious or infatiable, 
that no body had been, as yet, able to make her a: 
friend, or get accefs to her charge, though num- 
bers attempted it every day; not fo much on 
account. of her expectations from. her- sein 
Wha: 
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who being a widower, might marry again, and 
have fons, as for a fortune of twelve thoufand 
pounds left her by an uncle, of which fhe could 
not be deprived. — This piece of news exacHy 
tallying with the laft part of the letter I had 
been honoured with in the morning, had fuch ar 
effet on me, that any man, except Wagtail, 
might have obferved my emotion; but his atten- 
tion was too much engroffed on the contempla- 
tion of his own importance, to be affected with 
the deportment of any other body, unlefs it hap- 
pened to be fo particular, that he could not help- 
taking notice of it. | | 
' When I had difengaged myfelf from him, 
whofe converfation grew infipld to me, 1 went 
home, and made Strap acquainted with the fruits 
ef my refearches. — This faithful Squire was al- 
moft choaked with tranfport, and even wept for 
joy; but whether on account of himfelf or me, 
} fhall not pretend to determine. —— Next day 4 
thitd Bzllet-dowx was brought to me, containing: 
many expreffions of tendernefs, mingled with 
fome affecting doubts about the artifice of man,. 
the inconftancy of youth, and the jealoufy often: 
attending the moft fincere paffion ; withal defiring 
T would excufe her, if fhe fhould try me a litde 
Jonger, before fhe declared herfelf beyond the 
power of retracting —Thefe interefting fcruples 
added fuel to my flame, and impatience to my 
hope 3 I redoubled my complaints of her indiffe- _ 
rence, and preffed her to an affignation with 
fuch fervid intreaties, that in a few days, fhe 
confented to meet me at the houfe of that milli- 
ner, who had forwarded all my letters. — During 
the interval between the date of her promife, 
and the hour of appointment, my pride foared 
: | beyond 
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heyond all reafon and defcription ; I loft all re- 
mmembrance of the gentle Narcifla, and my 
thoughts were wholly employed in planning 
triumphs over the malice and contempt of the 
world. 

At length the happy ‘hour arrived, I flew to 
the place of rendezvous, and was conduéted in- 
to an apartment, where I had not waited ten mi- 
nutes, when I heard the ruftling of filk and the 
found of feet afcending the ftairs: My heart . 
took the alarm, and beat quick, my cheeks 
glowed, my nerves thrilled, and my knees fhook 
with exftafy 1 I perceived the door opening, faw 
a gold brocade petticoat advance, and fprung for- 
ward to embrace my charmer, -—-— Heaven and 
earth ! how fhall I paint my fituation, when I 
fourtd Mifs Sparkle converted into a wrinkled 
hag turned of feventy! I was ftruck dumb with 
amazement, and petrified with horror! This 
ancient urganda perceived my diforder, and ap- 
proaching with a languifhing air, feized my hand, 
afking in a fqueaking tone, if 1 was indifpofed. 
— Her monttrous affeGtation compleated the dif- 
puft I had conceived fur her at her firft appear- 
ance ; and it was a long time before I could com- 
mand myfelf fo much, as to behave with com- 
mon civility: At length, however, I recollected 
myfelf and pronounced an apology for my be- 
haviour, which, I faid, proceeded from a dizzi- 
nefs that feized me all of a fudden.—My hoary 
Dulcinia, who, no doubt, had been alarmed at 
my confufion, no fooner learned the caufe to 
which I now afcribed it than fhe difcovered 
her joy ina thoufand amorous coquettries, and 
aflumed the fprightly airs of a girl of. fixteen. 
One while, fhe ogled me with her dim eyes, 
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quenched in theum; then, as if the was afhamed | 


of that freedom, fhe affe€ted to look down, 
blufh, and play with her fan, then tofs her head 
that I might not perceive a palfy that fhook it, 
a(k fome childifh queftions with a lifping accent, 
giggle and grin with her mouth fhut, to conceal 
the ravages of time upon her teeth, leer upon 
me again, figh piteoufly, fling herfelf about in 
her chair to fhew her agility, and act a great ma- 


ny more abfurdities that youth and beauty can . 


alone excufe.——Shocked as I was at my difap- 
pointment, my difpofition was incapable of affront- 


ing any perfon who loved me; I therefore en- 
deavoured to put a good face on the matter for — 


the prefent, refolved to drop the whole affair as 
foon as J fhould get clear of her company; with 
this view, Luttered fome civil things, and in par- 
ticular defired to know the name and condition 
of thelady who had honoured me fo much. —— 
She told me her name was Withers, that fhe 
lived with Sir John Sparkle in quality of gover- 
nefs to his only daughter, in which fituation 


fhe had picked up a comfortable fufficiency. to 


make her eafy for life ; that fhe had the pleafure 
of feeing me at church, where my appearance 
and deportment made fuch an impreffion upon 
her heart, that fhe could enjoy no eafe until the 
had enquired into my character, which fhe found 
fo amiable in all refpects, that fhe yielded to 
the violence of her inclination, and ventured to 
declare her paffion, with too little regard, per- 
haps, tothe decorum of her fex ; but fhe hoped 
I would forgive atrefpafs of which I myfelf 
was, in fome meafure, the caufe, and impute 
her intrufion to the irrefiftible di€tates of love. — 
No decayed rake ever fwallowed a bolus with 
| more 
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more reluctance than I felt in making a reply 
fuitable to the compliment, when inftead of the 
jewel, I found the crazy cafket only in my 
power; and yet my hopes began to revive a 
little, when I confidered, that by carrying on the 


appearance of an intrigue with the Duenna, I might, 


poffibly get accefs.to her charge. Encouraged by this 
fugzeftion, my temper grew more ferene, my 
referve wore off, I talked en cavalier, and even 
made love to this antiquated coquette, who 


feemed extremely happy in her adorer, and {pread. 


all her allurements to make her imagined con- 
gueft more fecure.——The good woman of the 
houfe treated us with tea and fweat-meats, and 
afterwards withdrew, like a civil experienced ma- 
tron as fhe was. — Left thus to our mutual en- 
dearments, Mifs Withers (for fhe was ftill a 
maiden) began to talk of matrimony, and ex- 
preffed fo much impatience in all her behaviour, 
that, had fhe been fifty years younger, I might 
poffibly have gratified her longing without having 
recourfe tothe church ; but this my virtue as well 
as intereft forbad. When-the-inclinations- of an 
old maid fettle upon a_young fellow, he is per- 
fecuted with her addreffes; but, fhould he once 
grant her the favour, he will never. be able to 
difentangle himfelf from her importunities and 
reproaches.. It was my bufinefs to defer the 
ceremony as long as poffible under the moft 
fpecious pretences, with a view of becoming ac- 
quainted with Mifs Sparkle, in the mean time; 
and I did not defpair of fuccefs, when I con- 
fidered, that in the courfe of our correfpondence 
I would, in all probability, be invited to. vifit my 
miftrefs in her own apartment, and by that 
means have an opportunity of converling ie 
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her charming ward. Pleafed with this profped, 
my heart dilated with joy, [talkedin raptures to 
the ftale governante, and kiffed her fhriveled 
hand with great devotion: She was fo‘ much 
tranfported with her good fortune, that fhe could 
mot contain her exftafy, but flew upon me like 
atygrefs, and preffed her fkinny lips to mine ; 
when (as it was no doubt concerted by her evil 
genius) adofe of garlick fhe had fwallowed that 
morning, to difpel wind I fuppofe, began to ope- 
rate with fuch a fudden explofion, that human | 
nature, circumftanced as I was, could not endure 
the fhock with any degree of temper. — [loft all 
patience and reficction, flung away from her in 
an inftant, fnatched my hat and cane, and run 
down ftairs as the devil had me in purfuit, and 
could fcarce reftrain the convulfion of my bowels, 
which were grievoufly offended by the perfuine 
that aflaulted me.—Strap, who waited my return 
with impatience, feeing me arrive in the utmoft 
diforder, ftood motionlefs with apprehenfion, and 
durft not enquire into the caufe. 
| After I had wafhed my mouth more than once, 
and recruited my fpirits with a glafs ef wine, I 
recounted to him every particular of what had 
happened; to which he made no other reply, for 
fome time, than lifting up his eyes, clafping his 
hands, and uttering a hoHow groan, — At length 
he obferved in a melancholy tone, that it was 
athoufand pities my organs were fo delicate as 
to be offended with the fmell of garlick: ‘© Ah! 
‘© God help us (faid he) ’tis not the fteams of 
‘S garlick, no, nor of ‘fomething elfe, that 
‘¢ would give me’ the leaft uneafinefs — fee 
‘* what it is to be a cobler’s fon.”” —TI replied 
haftily, ** I with then, you would go and re- 
S trieve 
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¢ trieve my mifcarriage.”—At this he flarted, 
forced a fmile, and left the room, fhaking his 
head, Whether theold gentlewoman refented my 
- abrupt departure fo much, that her love changed 
into difdain, or was afhamed to fee me on account 
of her infirmity, I know not, but I was never 
troubled again with her paffion. 


Rane an RRR ANE NOE 
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I cultsvate an acquaintance with two noble- 
men —— am introduced to Earl Strutwell 
—— bis kind promife and invitation =e 
' the behaviour of bis porter and lacquey — 
- “be receives me with an appearance of uncom- 
_ mon affection —— undertakes to fpeak in my 
. bebalf to the minifter informs me of bis 
fuccefs, and wifbes me joy —— introduces a 
converfation about Petronius Arbiter — 
. falls in love with my watch, which I prefs 
' spon bim — I make a prefent of a diamond 
ring to lord Straddle sgmpart my good 
fortune to Strap and Banter, who diffa- 
 bufes me, to my utter mortification. 


B4 FFLED hitherto in my matrimonial 
fchemes, I began to queftion my talents for 

the fcience of fortune-hunting, and to bend 
my thoughts towards fome employment under 
the government. — With the view of procuring 
which, I cultivated the acquaintance of Lords 
“Vor, IL H Straddle 
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Straddle and Swillpot, whofe fathers were men of 


intereft at court.—I found thefe young noblemen as 


open to my advances as I could defire : I accom- 


panied them in their midnight rambles, and often _ 
dined with them at taverns, where I had the ho- 


nour of paying the reckoning. 


I one day took the opportunity, while T was’ 


loaded with proteftations of friendfhip, to difclofe 
my defire of being fettled in fome finescure ; 
and to folicit their influence in my behalf.— 
Swillpot fqueezing my hand, faid, I might depend 
upon his fervice, by G—d. -The other fwore 
that no man would be more proud than he to 
run my errands. Encouraged by thefe declara- 
tions I ventured to exprefs an inclination to be 
introduced to their fathers, who were able to do 
my bufinefs at once. Swillpot frankly owned he 
had not fpoke to his father thefe three years ; 
and Straddle affured me his father having lately 
difobliged the Minifter by fubfcribing his name to 
a proteft in the houfe of peers, was thereby ren- 
dered incapable of ferving his friends at prefent ; 


but he undertook to make me acquainted with- 


Earl Strutwell,: who was hand and glove with a 
certain perfon that ruled the roaft. ‘This offer I 
embraced with many acknowledgments, and plied 
him fo clofely, in {pite of a thoufand evafions, that 
he found himfelf under a neceffity of keeping his 
word, and actually carried me to the levée of 
this great man, where he left me in a crowd of 
fellow-dependants, and was ufhered to a parti- 
cular clofet audience ; from whence in a few mi- 
nutes, he returned with his lordfhip, who took 
me by the hand, affured me he would do me all 
the fervice he could, and defired to fee me often. 
ew J was charmed with my reception, and al- 

| _ though 
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though I had heard that a courtier’s promife is 
not to be depended upon, I thought I difcovered 
fo much fweetnefs of temper and candour in this 
Earl’s countenance, that I did not doubt of pro- 
fiting by his protection.—I refolved therefore, to 
profit by this permiffion, and waited on him 
next audience day, when I was favoured with 
a particular fmile, fqueeze of the hand, anda whif- _ 
per, fignifying that he wanted halfan hour’s con- 
verfation with me téte a téte, when he fhould be 
difengaged, and for that purpofe defired me to 
come and drink a difh of chocolate with him to- 
morrow morning.—The invitation, which did 
not a little flatter my vanity,and expectation, I 
took care to obferve, and went to his lordfhip’s 
houfe at the time appointed. Having rapped at the 
gate, the porter unbolted and kept it half open, 
placing himfelf in the gap, like foldiers in a breach, 
to difpute my paflage. — I demanded to know if 
his lord was ftirring.? —He anfwered with a furly 
afpect, ** No.”” ——— ‘* At what hour does he’ 
“© commonly rife? (faid I)’ — ‘* Sometimes 
“© fooner, fometimes later (faid he, clofing the 
‘© door upon me by- degrees.)”’— I then told 
him I was.come by his lordfhip’s own ap- 
pointment ; to which this Cerberus replied, © I 
‘6 have received no orders about the matter ;”’ 
and was upon the point of fhutting me aut, 
when I recolle&ted myfelf all of a fudden, and 
flipping a crown into his hand, begged as a favour 
that he would enquire and let me know whether 
or not the Earl was up. The grim janitor re- 
lented at the touch of my money, which he took 
with all the indifference of a tax-gatherer, and 
fhewed me into a parlour, where, he faid, I 
might amufe myéfelf till fuch time as his lord 
| Ke fhould 
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fhould be awake. —I had not fat ten minutes in 
this place, when a footman entered, and without’ 
fpeaking, ftared atme; I interpreted this piece 
of his behaviour into S* Pray, Sir, what is your 
“© bufinefs ?’? and afked the fame queftion I had 
put to theporter, when I accofted him firft. The 
lacquey made the famereply, and difappeared before 
I could get any further intelligence. — Ina little 
time he returned, on pretence of poking the fire, 
and looked at me again with great earneftnefs ; 
upon which I began to perceive his meaning, and 
tipping him with half a crown, defired he would 
be fo good as to fall upon fome method of letting 
the Earl know that J-was in the houfe.—He made 
a low bow, faid, ** Yes, Sir,” and vanrfhed.— 
This bounty was rtot thrown away, for in ah 
inftant he came baek, and conduéted’ me to a- 
ehamber, where I was received with great kind- 
nefs and familiarity by hislordfhip, whom I found 
juft rifen, in his morning gown and flippers.— 
After breakfaft, he entered into a particular con- 
_ verfation with me about my travels, the remarks 
I had made abroad, and examined me to the full 
extent of my underftanding.—My anfwers feemed 
to pleafe him very much, he frequently fqueezed 
my hand, and looking at me with 4 fingular com- 
placency in his countenance, bid me depend up- 
on his good offices with the miniftry in my be- 
half. ‘° Young men of your qualifications (faid 
*© he) ought to be cherifhed by every adminiftra~ 
*° tion — For my own part, I fee fo little me- 
“* rit in the world, that I have laid it down as a 
“< maxim, to encourage the leaft appearance of 
‘6 ‘genius and virtue, to the utmoft of my 
_ § power You have a great deal of both ; and 
“ S€ will not fail of making a figure one day, if I 
—- | ** am 
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am not miftaken; but you muft lay your ac- 
count with mounting by gradual fteps. to the 
fummit of your fortune. — Rome was .not 
built in a day, — As you underftand the jan- 
guages perfectly well, haw would you like to 
crofs the fea, as fecretary to an embafly ?”— 
I affured his lordfhip, with great eagernefs, that 
nothing could be moreagreeable to my inclination: 
‘Upon which he bid me make myfelfeafy, my bufi- 
nefs was done, for he had a place of that kind 
in his view.—T his piece of generofity affe&ted me 
fo much, that I was.unable for fome time to ex- 
prefs my gratitude, which at length broke out in 
acknowledgments of my own unwortbinefs, and 
encomiums on his benevolence.—I could not even 
help fhedding tears, at the goodnefs of this noble 
lord, who no fooner perceived them, than he 
caught me in his arms, hugged and kiffed me 
with afeeming]y paternal affeCtion,—Confounded 
at this uncommon inftance of fondnels for a 
ftranger, I remained a few moments filent and 
afhamed, then got up and took my leave, after 
he had affured me that he would fpeak to the 
Minifter in my favour, thaf very day ; ; and defired 
that I would not for the future give myfelf the 
trouble of attending at his levée, but come at 
the fame hour every day, when he .was at leifure, 
which was three times a week. 
Though my. hopes were now. very fanguine, 
I determined to conceal my profpect from 
every body, even from Strap, until I fhould be 
more certain of fuccefs ; and in the mean time, 
give my patron no refpite from my follications. 
-—When I renewed my vifit, I found the ftreet 
door opened to me as if by enchantment ; but 
in ai paffage towards the prefence-room, | was 
H 3 met 
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met by the walet de chambre, who caft fome fu- 
rious looks at me, the meaning of which I could 
not comprehend. The Ear) faluted me at en 
trance with a tender embrace, and wifhed me joy 
of his fuccefs with the Premier, who, he faid, -had 
preferred his recommendation to that of two other 
noblemen very urgent in behalf of their refpective 
friends, and abfolutely promifed that I fhould go 
to a certain foreigncourt in quality of fecretary to 
an embaffador and plenipotentiary, who would 
fet out in a few weeks, on an affair of vaft im- 
portance to the. nation. I was thunder-ftruck 
with my good fortune, and could make no o- 
ther reply, than kneel and attempt to kifs my 
benefaCtor’s hand, which he would not permit; 
but raifing me up, preffed me to his breaft with 
furprizing emotion, and told mehehad now taker 
upon himfelf the care of making my fortune.—~ 
‘What inhanced the value of the benefit ftill the 
more, was his making light of the favour, . and 
fhifting the Converfation to another fubje& : 
Among other topicks of difcourfe, that of the 
Belle Lettre was introduced, upon which hislord- 
fhip held forth with great tafte and erudition, 
and difcovered an intimate knowledge of the 
authors of antiquity.—‘* Here’s a hook (faid he; 
** taking one from his bofom). written with 
** great elegance and {pirit, and though the fub- 
<< ject may give offence to fome narrow-minded 
“* people, the author will always be held in e- 
*° fteem by every perfon of wit and learning.” 
So faying, heput into my hand Petronius Arbiter, 
and asked my opinion of his wit and manner.—I 
told him, that in my opinion, he wrote with great 
eafe and vivacity, but was withal {o lewd and inde- 
cent, that heought to find no quarter or protection 
cmd ; among 
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among people of morals and tafte.—* I own (re- 


plied the Earl) that his tafte in love is gene- 
rally decried, and indeed condemned by our 
laws ; but perhaps that may be more owing 
to prejudice and mifapprehenfion, than to true 
reafon. and deliberation. — The beft man a- 
mong the ancients is faid to have entertained 
that paffion ; one of the wifeft of their legi- 
flators has permitted the indulgence of it in 
his commonwealth ; the moft celebrated poets 
have not fcrupled to avow it at this day ; it 
prevails not only over all the eaft, but in moft 
parts of Europe ; in our own country it gains 
ground apace, and in all probability will become 
in a fhort time a more fafhionable vice than 
fimple fornication.—Indeed there is fomething 
to be faid in vindication: of it, for notwith- 
ftanding the feverity of the law againft offenders 
in this way, it muft be confeffed that the prac- 
tice of this paffion is unattended with that 
curfe and burthen upon fociety, which pro- 
ceeds from a race of miferable deferted baftards, 
who are either murdered by their parents, de- 
ferted to the utmoft want and wretchednefs, 
or bred up to prey upon the commonwealth : 
Arid it likewife prevents the debauchery of 
many a young maiden, and the proftitution of 


honeft men’s wives ; not to mention the con~ 


fideration of health, which is. much lefs liable 
to be impaired in the gratification of this ap- 
petite, than in the exercife of common venery, - 
which by ruining theconftitutions of our young 
men, has produced a puny progeny that de- 


_ generates from generation to generation: Nay, 


have been told, that there is another mo- 


tive perhaps cate powerful than all thefe, 


4 * that 
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“S that induces people to cultivate this inclina- 
“© tion ; namely, the exquifite pleafure attending 
‘* its fuccefs.” 

From this difcourfe, I began to be apprehenfive 
that his lordfhip finding I had travelled, was afraid 
I might have been infected with this fpurious and 
fordid defire abroad, and took this method of 
founding my fentiments on the fubject.—Fired 
at this fuppofed fufpicion, I argued againft it with 
great warmth, as an appetite unnatural, abfurd, 
and of pernicious confequence ; and declared my 
utter deteftation and abhorrence of it in thefe 
lines of the fatyrift. 


‘© Eternal infamy the wretch confound | 
‘© Who planted firft, this vice on Britifh 
' ground ! ae: ee © 
“* Avice! that fpite of fenfeand nature reigns 
‘* And poifons ‘enlal: love, and manhood 
ftains ! 4 ek. 
_ ‘The Earl fmiled at my indignation, told me 
he was glad to find my opinion of the matter 
fo conformable to his own, and that what he had 
advanced was only to provoke me to an anfwer 
with which he profeffed himfelf perfeQlly well 
pleafed. | 
After I had enjoyed a long audience, I hap 
pened to look at my watch, in order to regulate 
my motions by it; and his lordfhip obfervin 
the chafed cafe, defired to fee the device, ad 
examine the execution, which he approved with 
fome expreffions of admiration.-~Confidering the 
obligations I lay under to his lordfhip, I thought 
there could not be a fitter opportunity than the 
prefent to manifeft, in fome fhape, my ala 
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I therefore begged he would do me the honour 
to accept of the-watch as a {mall teftimony of 
the fenfe I had of his lordfhip’s generofity ; 
but he refufed it in a peremptory manner, and 
faid he was forry 1 fhould entertain fuch a mer- 
cenary opinion of him, obferving at the fame 
time, that it was the moft beautiful piece of 
‘workmanfhip he had ever feen; and defiring 
#0 know where he could have fuch another. — f 
begged a thoufand pardons for the freedom I - 
had taken, which I hoped he would impute to 
nothing elfe than the higheft veneration for his 
perfon—let him know that as it came to my hand 
by accident-in France, I could give him no infor. 
mation about the maker, for there was no name 
on the infide: and once more humbly entreated 
that he would indulge me fo far as to ufe it for 
any fake, — He was ftill potitive in refufing its | 
but was pleafed to thank me for my generous of- 
fer, faying, it was a prefent that no nobleman need 
be afhamed of receiving ; though he was refolved 
to fhew his difintereftednefs with regard tome, for 
_ whom he had conceived a particular friendfhip $ 
and infifted. (if I was willing to part with thé 
watch) upon knowing what it coft, : that hé 
might at leaf’ indemnify me, by: refunding thé 
money. On the other hand, I affured his lord 
fhip, that I would look upon it as an uncommon 
mark of diftinftion, if he would take it with- 
out further queftion ; and rather than-difobligé 
me, he was at laft perfuaded to put: it in his poc4 
ket, to my no fmall fatisfa€tton, who‘took my leave 
immediately, after having received a kihd fqueeze, 
and an injunction to depend upon his promife: 
Buoyed up-with my reception, my heart opened ; 
E gave away a guinea among the Jacqueys, who 
H 5 efcorted 
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efcorted me to the doer, flew to the lodgings 
of Lord Straddle, upon whom I foreed my dia+ 
mond ring, as an acknowledgment for the great 
fervice he had done me, and from thence hied 
myfelf home, with an intent of fharing my hap- 
pinefs with honeft Strap. — I determined, how- 
ever, to heighten his. pleafure by depreffing his 
fpirits at firft, and then bringing in the good 
news with double relifh.—For this purpofe, 1 aft 
. feed the appearance of difappointment. and 
chagrin, and told- him in an abrupt manner, 
that I had loft the watch and diamond, Poor 
Hugh, who had been already harraffed intoacon- 
fumption by intelligence of this fort, no fooner 
heard thefe words, than, unable to contain hime 
felf, he cried with diftraétion in his looks, 
‘< God in heaven forbid !”? — I could carry .on 
the farce no longer, but laughing in his. face, 
told him every thing that had befallen, as above 
recited. His features were immediately unbend- 
ed, and the tranfition fo affecting, that he wept 


with joy, calling my Lord Strutwell by the ap» 


pellations of Jewel, Phoenix, Rara avis; and 
praifing God, that there was ftill fome vir- 
gue left among our nobility. — Our mu- 
tual congratulations being over, we gave way 


to our imagination, and anticipated our happi-- 
~ mefs by profecuting our fuccefs through the dif-. 
ferent fteps.of promotion, till I arrived at the 


. Sirft fecretary’ . 
Intoxicated with thefe ideas I went to the 
ordinary, where, meeting. with Banter, I com- 
municated the whole affair in.confidence to him, 
concluding with an affusance that I would do 
| bint 


~ rank of a prime minifter, and he to that of my 


' 
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. him .all- the fervice in my power. — He heard . 
me to an end: with great patience, then regard- 
mg me.a good while with a look of difdain, pro- 
nounced, ‘‘ So, - your bufinefs is done, you 
‘S think ?””——— **. As good as done, I believe; 
‘* (faid- I.’ ———— ** Pl tell you (replied he) 
© what will do it ftill more effectually A 
$ halter—’Sdeath! if had been fuch a gull tq 
“< two fuch fcoundrels as Strutwell and Straddle, I 
€ would without any more ado tuck myfelf up.” 
Shocked at this exclamation, I defired him with 
fome confufion to explain himfelf | Upon which 
he gave me to underftand,. that Straddle was a 
poor.contemptible wretch, who lived by borrow- 
ing and pimping to his fellow peers; that irt 
confequence of this laft capacity, he had, doubt- 
lefs, introduced me to Strutwell, who was fo. 
notorious for a paffion for hisown fex, that he was 
amazed his character had never reached my ears ; 
and that fo far from being able to obtain for 
me the poft he had promifed, his intereft at _ 
court was fo low, that he could fcarce provide 
for a fuperannuatgd-footman once a year, in 
Chelfea-hofpitaly ——— that it was a common 
thing for him:to amufe ftrangers whom his 
jack-calls run down, with fuch affurances and 
carefles as he had beftowed on me, until he had 
- ftript them of their cafh and every thing valuable 
about them ;—very often of their chaftity, and 
then leave them a prey to want and infamy ;— 
that he allowed his fervants no other wages than 
that part of the fpoil which they could glean by 
their induftry ; and that the whole of his conduct 
towards me was fo glaring, that no body who 
knew any thing of mankind could have been im- 
pofed upon by his saa ; 
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T leave the reader to judge how I reliftied thig 
piece of information, which precipitated me from 
the moft exalted pinnacle of hope to the loweft 
abyfs of defpondence ; and well nigh determined 
me to take Banter’s’ advice, and finith my 
chagrin with a halter. had no room to fufpe 
the veracity of my friend, becaufe upon recol- 
jection, I found every circumftance of Strutwell’s 
behaviour, exactly tallying with the charaCter 
he had defcribed ; His hugs, embraces, fqueezes 
and eager looks, were now no longer a myftery ; 
no more than his defence of Petronius, and the 


jealous frown of his valet de chambre, who, it — 


feems, was at prefent the favourite pathic of his 
rd. oy 


~ 
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I attempt to recover my watch and jewel, 
but to no purpofe —— refolve to revenge 
_ wpfelf on Strutwell by my stmporiunity 
—— am reduced to my laft guinta —— 
: - obliged to inform Strap of: my neceffity, 
who 1s almoft diftratted with the news—— 
but neverthelefs obliged to pawn my bef 
| fword for prefent fubjifence - that. - 
forall fupply being exbaufted, I am almop 
fiupified with my misfortunes ——- go to 
. the gaming table, by the advice of Ban- 
ter, and come off with unexpelted fuccefs 
—— Straps extacy ———- Mrs. Gawkey 
waits upon me, profeffes remorfe for ber 
perfidy, and implores my affiiance I do 
myfelf a piece of juftice by ber means, and. 
afterwards reconcile ber to ber father. 


I Was fo confounded that I could make no re- 
ply to Banter, who reproached me with great 
indignation, for havingthrownaway upon rafcals, 
that which, had it been converted into ready 
money, would have fupported the rank of a 
gentleman for fome manths, and enabled me, 
at the fame time, to oblige my friends, . 
Stupified as I was,. I could eafily divinethe fource 
of his concern, but {neaked away ina folitary. 
manner, without yielding the leaft anfwer to his: 

- expoftulations 5 
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expoftulations ; and began to deliberate with my- 
felf, in:what manner I fhould attempt to retriever 
the moveables I had fo foolifhly loft. — I would 
have thought it no robbery to take them again by 
force, could I have done it without any danger of 
being .deteéted ; but as I could have na fuch 
opportunity, I refolved to work by fineffe, and 
- go immediately to the lodgings of Straddle, where 
4 was fo fortunate as to find him. — ‘‘ My Lord, 
‘© (faid I) I have juft now recolle@ed, that the 


‘¢ diamond I had the ‘honour of prefenting to - 


** you, is loofened a little in the focket, and 
‘© there is a young fellow jult arrived from Paris, 
‘© who is reckoned the beft jeweller in-Europe ; 
‘¢ I knew him in France, and if your lordfhip 
“¢ will give me:leave, will carry the ring to him 
S* to be fet to rights.””—His lordfhip was not to 
be caught in this: fnare — he thanked me for my 
. Offer, and let me know, that having himfelf ab- 
ferved the defect, he had already fent it to his 
own jeweller. to be mended.—-And indeed, by. 
this time, I believe it was in the jeweller’s hands, 
though not in order to be mended, for it ftood 
m need of no alteration. —_.. - : 
Baulked in this piece-of politicks, I curfed my 
fimplicity ; but refolved to play a furer game 
with the Earl, which I thus devifed..— 1 did 
not doubt of being admitted into familiar con-- 
verfation with him, as before, and hoped by fome: 
means, to get the watch into my hand, then on: 
pretence of winding or playing with it, drop itt 
on the floor, which in all probability would dif-: 
order the work fo as to ftop its motion: #This:- 
event would furnifh me with an opportunity of: 
infrfting upon carrying it away in order to be? 
repaired ; and had this happened, aa ne 
= eat. cen 
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been in no hurry to bring it back.—What pity 
it was 1 could not find an occafion of put- 
ting this fine fcheme in execution! When I 
went to renew my vifit to his lordfhip, my ac- 
cefs to the parlour was as free as ever; but af- 
ter I had waited fome time, the valet de chambre 
came in with his Lord’s compliments, and a 
defire to fee me to-morrow at his levée, being 
at prefent fo much indifpofed that he could not 
fee company.—-I interpreted this meflage into a 
bad omen, and came away muttering curfes a- 
gaimft his lordfhip’s politenefs, and ready to go 
to’ loggerheads with myfelf for being fo egre- 
gioufly duped.—But that I might have fome fa- 
tisfaGtion for the lofs I had fuftained, I befieged 
him clofely at his levée, and perfecuted him with 
my folicitations ; not without faint hopes indeed, 
of reaping fomething more from my induftry, 
than the. bare pleafure of making him uneafy ; 
though I could never obtain another private 
bearing, during the whole courfe of my atten- 
dance ; neither had I refolution enough, to un- 
deceive Strap, whofe looks in a little time, were 
fo whetted with impatience, that whenever I 
came home, his eyes devoured me, as it were, 
with eagernefs of attention. : 

At length, however, finding myfelf reduced 
tomy laft guinea, I was compelled to difclofe- 
my neceffity, though I endeavoured to fweeten 
the difcovery by rehearfing to him the daily af- 
furances I received from my patron. — But thefe © 
promifes were not of efficacy fufficient to 
fupport the fpirits of my friend, who no fooner 
underftood ‘the lownefs of my finances, than ut- 
tering a dreadful groan, he exclaimed, * In the 
“ name of God, what fhall we do ?”’-—In of 

| er 


ha 4 SS Pe ae = 


184 “Lhe Adventures of | 
der to comfort him, I faid that many of my ace 
quaintance, who were in a worfe condition than 
‘we, fupported, notwithftanding, the character 
and appearance of gentlemen; and adviling hin 
to thank God that we had as yet incutred. no 
debt, propofed he fhould pawn my fword of {teed 
inlaid with gold, and truft to my difcretion. for 
the reft, This expedient was wormwood and 
gallto poor Strap, who, in fpite of his invincible 
affeCtion for me, ftill retained notions of economy 
and expence fuitable to the narrownefs of his edu- 
cation; neverthelefs he complied with my requeft, 
and raifed feven pieces on the fword in atwinkling. 


—This fupply, inconfiderable as. it was,. made: 


me as happy for the prefent, as if I had had five 
hundred pounds in bank ; for by this time I was 


fo well fkilled in procraftinating every trouble. - 


fome reflection, that the profpeét of want feldom 
affected me very much, let it be ever fo near. 
«And now indeed it was nearer than I imagined ; 
for my landlord having occafion for money, put 
me in mind of my being indebted to him five 


guineas in lodging ; and telling me he had a fum > 
to make up, begged I would excufe his impors - 


tunity and difcharge the debt.—T hough I could 
ill fpare fo much cafh; my pride took the refo- 
lution of difburfing it, which I did ina cavalier 
manner, after he had written a difcharge, tel¥ag 
him with an air of fcorn and refentment, EL faw 
he was refolved that I fhould, neg be long-in his 
books.; while Strap, who ftood by,; and knew 


my circumftances, wrung his, hands in fecret;: 
gnawed his nether lip, and turned yellow with — 


defpair.— Whatever, appearance of indifference 
my vanity enabled me to put on, I was:thunder+ 
{truck with this demand, which hadino fooner 
. 3 _ fatished, 
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fatisfied, than I haftened into company, witha 
view of beguiling my cares with converfation, or 
of drowning them in wine. | 

After dinner, a party was accordingly made in 
the coffee-houfe, from whence we adjourned to 
the tavern, where inftead of fharing the mirth of 
the company, I was as much chagrined at their 
good humour as a damned foul in hell would be 
at a glimpfe of heaven, — In vain did 1 fwallow . 
bumper after bumper ! the wine had loft its effe& 
upon me, and fo far from raifing my dejected 
fpirits, could not even lay me afleep. — Banter, 
who was the only intimate I had (Strap excepted) 
perceived my anxiety, and when we broke up, 
reproached me with pufilanimity, for being caft 
down at any difappointment that fuch a rafcal as 
Strutwell could be the occafion of.— I told him I 
did not at all fee how Strutwell’s being a rafcal 
alleviated my misfortune ; and gave him to un- 
derftand that my prefent grief did. not fo much 
proceed from that difappointment, as from the 
low ebb of my fortune, which was funk to 
fomething lefs than two guineas.— At this decla- 
ration, he cried, ** Phhaw! is that all?’ and 
affured me, there were a thoufand ways of living 
in town without fortune, he himfelf having fublift- 
ed many years entirely by his wit. I expreffed an 
eager defire of being acquainted with fome of 
thefe methods, and he, without further expoftu- 
lation, bid me follow him.—He conducted me to 
a houfe under the piazzas in Convent Garden, 
which we entered, and having delivered our 
{words toa grim fellow who demanded them at 
the foot of the ftair-cafe, afcended to the fecond 
ftory, where I faw multitudes of people ftanding 
round two gaming tables, loaded in a Bee 

ween ‘ wi 
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with gold and filver.— My conductor let me 
know that this was the houfe of a worthy 
Scotch Lord,. who ufing the privilege of his 
peerage, had fet up publick gaming tables, 
from.the profits of which he drew a comfortable 
Jivelihood.— He then explained the difference be- 
tween the /tters and the betters ; characterized 
the firft as old rooks, and the laft as bubbles ; 
and advifed me to try. my fortune at the filver 
table by betting a crown at a time.—Before I 
would venture any thing, I confidered the com- 
pany more particularly, and there appeared fuch 
a groupe of villainous faces, that I was -ftruck 


‘with horror and aftonifhment at the fight! I- 


fignified my furprize to Banter, who whifpered 
in my ear, that the bulk of thofe prefent were 
fharpers, highwaymen, and apprentices, who 
having embezzled their mafters cafh,. made 
a defperate pufh in this place, to make up 
their deficiencies. —T his account did not eneou- 
rage me to hazard any part of my {mall pittance; 
but at length being teized by the importunities of 
my friend, who affured me there was no danger 
of being ill ufed; people being hired by the 
owner to fee juftice done to every body ; I began 
by rifquing one fhilling, -and in lefs than an hour, 
my winning amounted to thirty.--Convinced. by 
this time of the fairnefs of the game, and ani- 
mated with fuccefs, there was no need of further 
perfuafion to continue the play: I lent Banter 
(who feldom had any money in his pocket (a 
guinea, which he carried to the gold table and 
Joft in a moment.—He would have borrowed 
another, but finding me deaf to his arguments, 
‘went away in’a pet.—Mean while my gain ad- 

vanced to fix pieces, and my defire of more in- 
a creafed 
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creafed in proportion ; fo that I moved to the 
higher table, where I laid half a guinea on every — 
throw, and fortune ftill favouring me, I became 
a fitter, in which capacity I remained until it was 
broad day ; when I found my€lf, after many 
viciflitudes, one hundred and fifty guineas in 
pocket. 

Thinking it now high time to retire with my 
booty, I afked ifany body would take my place, 
and made a motion to rife; upon which an old 
gafcon, who fat oppofite to me, and of whom I 
had won a little money, ftarted up with fury in 
his looks, crying, ‘* Reffez foutro, reffex, il faut — 
“© donner mot mon ravanchio !? At the fame 
time, a Jew who fat near the other, infinuated 
that I was more beholden to art than fortune, for 
what I had got ; that he had obferved me wipe the 
table very often, and that fome of the divifions 
feemed to be greafy. This intimation produced a - 
great deal of clamour againft me, efpecially amon 
the lofers, who threatned with many oaths an 
imprecations to take me up by a warrant as a 
fharper, unlefs I would compromife the affair 
by refunding the greateft part of my winning.— 
Though I was far from being eafy under this ac- 
Cufation, I relied upon my innocence, threatned 
in my turn to profecute the Jew for defamation, 
and boldly offered to fubmit my caufe to the exa- 
_ mination of any juftice in Weftminiter ; but they 
knew themfelves too well to put:their characters 
on that iffue, and finding I was not to be inti- 
midated intoany conceffion, dropt their plea, and 
made way for me to withdraw. — I would not 
however, ftir from the table: until the Ifraelite 
had retra&ted what he faid to my difadvantage, 
and afked pardon before the whole aflembly. fe 
- < : S$ 
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_ As I marched out with. my prize, I happened 
to tread upon the toes of a tall raw-boned fellow, 
with a hooked nofe, fierce eyes, black thick eye- 
brows, a pig-tail wig of the fame colour, and a 
formidable hat pulled over his forehead, who 
ftood gnawing his fingers in the crowd, and no 
fooner felt the application of my fhoe-heel, than 
he roared out in a tremendous voice, ‘* Blood 
“© and wounds! you fon of a whore, what's that 
*¢ for??? — [ afked pardon with a great deal of 
fubmiffion, and protefted I had no intention of 
burting him; but the more I humbled myfelf 
the more he ftormed, and infifted upon gentle- 
manly fatisfa€tion, at the fame time provoking me 
with fcandalous names that [ could not put up with; 
fo that I gave a loofe to my paffion, returned his 
Billingfgate, and challenged him to follow me 
down to the piazzas.— His indignation cooling as 

ine warmed,. he refufed my invitation, faying, 
he would chufe his own time, and returned to- 
wards the table muttering threats, which I nei- 
ther dreaded nor diftin@ly heard ; but dafcending 
with great deliberation, received my fword from 
the door-keeper, wham I gratified with a guinea 
according to the cuftom of the place, and went 
home in a rapture of joy. 

My faithful valet, who had fat up all night in 
the utmoft uneafinefs on my account, let-me in 
_ witb his face beflubber’d with tears, and-followed 
me to my chamber, where he ftood filent like a 
condemned criminal, in expectation of hearing 
that every fhilling was fpent.— I gueffed the fi- 
tuation of his thoughts, and affuming a fullen 
Jook, bid him fetch me fome water to, wafh:— 
He replied, without lifting his eyes frem the 
ground, ‘* In my fimple conjecture, you have 

more 
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more occafion for reft, not having (I fuppofe) flept 
** thefe four and twenty hours.” — ‘* Bring me 
‘* fome water,” (faid lina peremptory tone ;) upon 
which he fneaked'away fhrugging his fhoulders. 
Before he returned I had fpread my whole ftock 


on the table in the moft oftentatious manner ; 


fo that when it firft faluted his view, he ftood 
like one intranced, and having rubbed his eyes 
more than once, to-aflure himfelf of his being 
awake, broke out into, ‘* Lord have mercy 
** upon us, what a vaft treafure is here !?— 
“¢ *Tis all our own, Strap, (faid I) take what is 
“* neceflary, and redeem the {word immediately.” 
He advanced towards the table, ftopt fhort by 
the way, looked at the money and me by turns, 
and with a wildnefs in his countenance, produced 
from joy checked by diftruft, cried, ‘S I dare 
‘S$ fay, itis honeftly come by.” To remove his 
feruples, I made him acquainted with the whole 
ftory of my fuccefs, on the hearing of which, he 
danced about the room, in anextafy, ‘* crying God 
“* be praifed !—a white ftone !—God be praifed ! 
** —-a white ftone!” So that I was afraid the 
fudden change of fortune had difordered his in- 
tellects, and that he was run mad with joy.— 
Extremely concerned at this event, I attempted 
to reafon him out of his frenzy, but to no pur- 
pofe; for, without regarding what I faid, he 
continued to frifk up and down, and repeat his 
rhapfody of ‘* God be praifed! a white ftone !” 
At laft, TF rofe in the urmoft confternation, and 
laying violent hands upon him put a ftop to his 
extravagance, by fixing him down toa fettee 
that was in the room.—This conftraint banifhed 
his dehrium ; he ftarted as if juft awoke, and 
terrified at my behaviour, cried, ‘ What is the 

: “© matter?” 
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‘¢ matter?” When he learned the caufe of my 
apprehenfion, he was afhamed of his tranfports, 
and told me, that in mentioning the white ftone, 
he alluded to the Dies fa/fi of the Romans, a/lbo 
lapide notati. | , ce 

Having no inclination to fleep, I fecured my 
cafh, dreffed, and was juft going abroad, when 
the fervant of the houfe told me, there was a 
gentlewoman at the door, who wanted to fpeak ~ 
with me.— Surprized dt this information, I bid 
Strap fhew her up, and in lefs than a minute faw 
a young woman of a fhabby decayed appearance 
enter my room. After half a dozen court’ fies, 
fhe began to fob, and told me her name was 
Gawkey; upon which I immediately recolle@ted 
the features of Mifs Lavement, who had been 
the firft occafion of my misfortunes. — Though I 
had all the reafon in the world, to refent her 
treacherous ufage of me, I was moved at her 
diftrefs, and profeffing my forrow at feeing her 
fo reduced, defired her to fit, and enquired into 
the particulars of her fituation. — She fell upon 
her knees, and-implored my. forgivenefs for the 
injuries fhe had done me, protefting before God, 
that fhe was forced againft her inclination, into 
that hellifh confpiracy which had almoft deprived 
me of my life, by the intreaties of her hufband, 
. who having been afterwards renounced by his 
father an account of his marriage with her, and 
unable to fupport a family on his pay, left his 
wife at her father’s houfe, and went with the 
Fegiment to Germany, where he was broke for 
mifbehaviour at the battle of Dettingen ; _fince 
which time fhe had heard no tidings of him. She 
then gave me to underftand with many fymptoms 
of penitence, that it was her misfortune to bear a 
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child four months after marriage, by which her pa- 
rents were fo incenfed, that fhe was turned out of 
doors with the infant, that died foon after ; and 
had hitherto fubfiftedin a miferable indigent man- 
ner, on the extorted charity of a few friends, 
who were now quite tired of giving ; that not 
knowing where or how to fupport herfelf one day 
longer, fhe had fled for fuccour even to me,: 
who of all mankind had the leaft-caufe to afift 
her, relying upon the generofity of my difpofi- 
tion, which, fhe hoped, would be pleafed with 
this opportunity of avenging itfelf in the nobleft 
manner, on the wretch who had wronged me.— 
I was very much affected with her difcourfe, and 
having no caufe to fufpect the fincerity of her re- 
pentance, raifed her up, freely pardoned all fhe 
had done againft me, and promifed to befriend her 
as much as lay in my power. 
. Since my laft arrival in London, I had made no 
advances to the apothecary, imagining it would 
be impoffible for me to make my innocence ap- | 
pear, fo unhappily was my accufation circum- 
ftanced’: Strap indeed had laboured to juftify me 
to the fchoolmafter ; but fo far from fucceeding 
in his attempt, M. Concordance dropt all cor- 
ftefpondence with him, becaufe he refufed to quit 
his connexion with me. — Things being in this 
fituation, I thought a fairer opportunity of vin- 
dicating my character could not offer, than that 
which now prefented itfelf ;—therefore ftipulated 
with Mrs, Gawkey, that before I yielded her the 
feaft affrftance, . fhe fhould do me the juftice to 
clear my reputation, by explaining upon oath be- 
forea Magiftrate, the whole of the confpiracy, as it 
had been executed againft me.—When the had 
given me this fatisfaction, I prefented her ah 
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five guineas, a fum fo much above her expeCta~ 
tion, that fhe could fcarce believe the evidence 
of her fenfes, and was ready to worfhip me for. 
my benevolence. — The declaration figned with. 
her own hand, I fenttoher father, who, upon re-- 
collecting and comparing the circumftances of 
my charge, was convinced of my integrity, and. 
waited on me next day, in company with his 
friend the fchoolmafter, to whom he had com-. 
municated my vindication.—After mutual faluta- 
tion, Monfieur Lavement began a long apology 
for the unjuft treatment I had received; -but I 
faved him a good deal of breath, by interrupting: 
bis harangue, and affuring him, that fo far from 
" entertaining a refentment againfthim, I thoughe 
myfelf obliged to his lenity, which allowed meta 
efcape, after fuch ftrong prefumptions of guilt ap= 
peared againft me. Mr. Concordance thinking 
it now his turn to fpeak, obferved, that Mr. 
Random had too much candour and fagacity to 
be difobliged at their conduct, which, all things 
 confidered, could not have been otherwife, with 
any honefty of intention. ‘* Indeed (faid he) 
“¢if the plot had been unravelled to us by 
‘© any fupernatural intelligence; if it had been 
“© whifpered by a genie, communicated by a 
“¢ dream, or revealed by an angel from on high, 
“© we fhould have been to blame in crediting o- 
“ cular demonftration ;— but as we were left in 
“© the mift of mortality, it cannot be expeéted 
“© we fhould be incapable of impofition. — I do 
“‘ affure you, Mr. Random, no man on earth 
‘* is more pleafed than I am at this-triumph of 
** your character ; and as the news of your mifs 
“* fortune panged me to the very intrails,, this 
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“* manifeftation of your innocence makes my 
** midrif quiver with joy.”—I thanked him for 
his concern, defired them to undeceive thofe of 
their acquaintance who judged harfhly of me, and 
having treated them with a glafs of wine, repre- 
fented to Lavement the deplorable condition 
of his daughter, and pleaded her caufe fo effec- 
tually, that he confented to fettle a fmall annuity 
on her for. life; but could not be perfuaded to 
take her home, becaufe her mother was fo much 
incenfed that fhe wen never fee her, * 7 
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I purchafe new claths—reprimand Strut- 
well and Straddle. Banter propofes ano- 
ther matrimonial {cbeme I accept of bis 
terms Jet out for Bath in a fage- 
coach, with the young lady and ber mo- 
ther: the bebaviour of an officer and 
lawyer, our fellow-travellers, defcribed — 
a {mart dialogue. beeween my mi wires ana 
the captain. 


AVING finithed this affair to my fatisfac- 

tion, I found myfelf perfectly at eafe, and 
looking upon the gaming-tableasacertain refource 
for.a gentleman in want, bécame more gay than 
ever. — Although my cloaths were almoft as 
good as new, I grew afhamed of wearing them,’ 
becaufe I thought every bedy, by this time, had 
got an asHEINEAtONy of my ar or which 
> 
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reafon, I difpofed of a good part of my apparel to 
a falefman in Monmouth-ftreet, for half the 
value, and bought two new fuits with the money. 
I likewife purchafed a plain gold watch, defpair- 
ing of recovering that which I had fo foolifhly 
given to Strutwell, wham, notwithftanding, I 
{till continued to vifit at his levée, until the em- 
baffador he had mentioned, fet out with a fecre- 
tary of his own chufing.—I thought myfelf then 
at liberty to expoftulate with his,lordfhip, whom 
I treated with great freedom in a letter, for 
amufing me with vain hopes, when he neither 
had the power nar inclination to. provide for me, 
—Nor was I lefs referved with Straddle, whom 
I in perfon reproached. for mifreprefenting to 
me the character of Strutwell, which I did not 
fcruple to aver was infamous in every refpect.— 
He feemed very atuch enraged at. my. freedom, 
talked a great deal about: his quality. and:henour, 
and began tq make. fome comparifons which I 
thought fo injurious fo mine, that I demanded an 
explanation with great warmth ; and he was mean 
enough to equivocate, and condefcend in fuch a 
of his behaviour. 7 

About this time, Banter, who had-obferved a 
furprizing and fudden alteration in.my appearance 
and difpofition, began to enquire very minutely 
into the caufe; and.as I did not think fit to let 
him know the true ftate of the affair, left he 
might make free with my purfe, on the flrength 
of having propofed the fcheme- that filled it, I 
told him that I had received a, {mall fupply-from a 
relation in the country, who.at the fame time had 


manner, that I left him with a hearty contempt | 


. promifed to ufe all his intereft (which was: not - 


{mall) in falliciting fome poft for me that would 


 gake.me eafy for life. ** If that be the cafe 
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{faid Bariter) pérhaps:you. wdn’t eare to mor- 
tify yourfelf :a lictle, im making your forturie 
another way.+-I halve a rélation who is to {¢t 
Out for Bath riext week, withan only daugh- 
ter, who being fiekly amd decrepid, intends to 
drink the waters for the recovery of her health. - 
+—Her father, who was a rich Turkey me?- 


‘Chant, idied about.a year ago, and left her 


With a fottune of twenty. thoufand pounds, | 
under the fole management of ‘her mother, 
who is my kinfwoman.—I- would have put in 
for the plate: myfelf, but there is a breath at 
prefent between the old woman and me,——= 
You meeft know, that fome time ago I bor- 
rowed 2 {mali fum of. Rer, and promifed, it 


-féems, to’ pay it before a certain tame ; but be- 
. ing -difappointed in my ¢xpettation of money 


from the country, the day elapfed, without 


‘my béing able to take up my note; upon 


which fhe wrote a peremptory letter, threat- 
ning to-arreft me, if I did not pay the debt 
immediately : Nettled at this precife behaviour, 
I fent a damned fevere anfwer, which enraged 
her: fo much, that fhe a&ually took out 2 
writ againft me.-—~ Whereupon, finding the 
thing grow ferious, I got a friend to advance 
the money for me, difcharged thedebt, went to 
her houfe, and abufed her for her unfriendtydeal- 
ing.— She was provoked by my reproaches, and 
feolded ini her turn. “Fhe little deformed urchin 
joined her mother. with fuch. virulence and vo 


_lubility of tongue, thatI was-fain to make my 


retreat, after having been honoured: with a 


great many: ftanduloys epithets, which gave 


me plainly to underftand’ that I-had nothing.to 
hope: from the efteenr of! the one, or the af- 


“* feétion: of the al a they are both utte 
a 2 
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“* ftrangers to life, itis a thoufand to one that 
“© the girl will be picked up by fome fcoundrel 
“© or other at Bath, if I don’e. provide for. her 
S* otherwife.—You are a well-locking fellow, 
‘¢ Random, and can behave as demurely as a 
“* quaker.— Now if you will give me an obliga- 
“<< tion for five hundred pounds, to be paid fix 
‘© months after your marriage, I will put you 
.“© in a method of carrying her in fpite of all op- 
“© pofition.” 2: Ss = 
This propofal was too advantageous for me, 
to be refufed: The writing was immediately 
-drawn up and executed ; and Banter giving meno- 
tice of the time when, and the ftage-coach in 
which they were to fet.out, I befpoke a ‘place in 
the fame convenience , and having hired: a. horfe 
for Strap,. who was charmed with the projec, 
fet out accordingly. St 
As we embarked before day, I had not the 
pleafure for fome time of feeing Mifs Snapper 
(that was the name of my miftrefs) .nor even of 
perceiving the number and fex of my fellow- 
travellers, although I gueffed that the coach was 
full, by the difficulty I found in feating myfelf. 
~-- The firft five minutes paffed in a general filence, 
when all of a fudden, the coach heeling to one 
fide, a boifterous voice pronounced, ‘* To thé 
“¢ right and left, cover your fanks, damme! whiz’? 
I eafily difcovered by the tone and matter of this 
exclamation, that it .was uttered. bya fon of Mars; 
neither. was it hard to conceive the profeffion of 
another perfon, who fat oppofite to me, and ob- 
ferved, that we ought to have been well fatishied of 
_ the fecurity, before we entered upon the pre- 
mifes, --- Thefe two fallies had not the defired ef- 
fect : We continued a good while as mute.as.be- 
fore, till at.length, the gentleman of the fword; 


impa- 
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impatient of longer filence, made a fecond effort, 
by fwearing, he had got into a meeting of qua- 
Kers.---°* I believe fo too, (faid a fhrill female 


‘4 voice, at my left hand) for the {pirit of folly | 
** begins to move.”---‘* Out ‘with it. then, © 
‘© madam,” (replied the foldier.)---‘* You feem 


** to have no occafion for a midwife,” (cried 
the lady.)---‘* D--n my blood! (exclaimed the 


‘* other) a man can’t talk to a woman, but_ 


“* fhe immediately thinks of a midwife.” 
“*. "True, Sir, (faid fhe) I long to be delivered.” 
<¢ .-- What! of a moufe, madam ?”’ (faid he.) 


“(-....No, Sir, (faid fhe) of a fool.”---** Are’ 


** you far gone with fool?” (faid he) ---°* Little 
‘¢ moré than two miles,” (faid fhe.) --- ‘* By 
“S Gad, you’re a wit, madam! (cried the offi- 
cer} --- ‘© I with I could with any juftice return 


“* the compliment,” (faid the lady.) ---** Zounds — 


‘* I have done,” (faid he, )--- Your bolt is foon | 


“<< fhot, ‘according to the proverb,” (faid the;) 


--- The warrior’s powder was quite fpent ; the 


lawyer advifed him to drop the profecution, and 
a-grave matron, who fat on the left hand of 
the vitorious wit, told her, fhe muft not let her 
tongue run fo faft among ftrangers.---This re- 
primand foftened with the appellation of child, 


gonvinced me that:the fatyrical lady was no other © 


@ 


than Mifs Snapper, and-I refolved to regulate my — 


conduc accordingly. The champion finding 
himfelf fo fmartly handled, changed his battery, 


and began te expatiate’on his own exploits.——._ * 
“<* "You talk of thot, madam, (faid he) damme! ° 


“I have both’ given and received fome fhot 
“Sin my: time — I was wounded: in the 
*‘fhoulder by a piftol ball at Dettingen, 
‘© where --. I fay nothing.--- but by G---d! if 


**" it had not been for me «-- all’s one sar | 
; ¢ 
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** T defpife boafting, d—me! whiz !”’—So faying 
he whiftled one part and hummed another of the 
Black Joke; then addrefang himfelf to the lawyer, 
went on thus, ** Wouldn’t you think it damn’d 
** hard, after having, at the rifk of your life, re- 
** covered the ftandard of a regiment, that had 
** been loft, to receive no preferment for your 
** pains! I don’t chufe to name no names, fink 
** me! but howfomever, this I will refer, by’ 
‘* Gd, and that is this, a mufqueteer of the’ 
** French guards, having taking a ftandard from ’ 
** a certain cornet of a certain regiment, damme f° 
“°. was: retreating with his prize as faft as -his 
“*. horfe’s heels could carry him, fink me | Upon’ 
‘© whieh, I fnatched yp a firebock that belonged’ 
‘© ¢oa dead man, damme! whiz! and fhot hishorfe © 
“* under him, d-—-n my blood | The fellow goer 
“* upon his feat and began ta repofe me, spon’ 
** which I chargad my bayonet breaft high, and’ 
“S pun him, through the. body, by God!+-One ° 
“© of his comrades coming to his affiftanee, flot 
“* me in the fhoulder, as I told you before ; and - 
«© another gave me a canfufton on the head with 
“¢ the butt end of his carbine ; but damme, that 
“© did not fignify. ++I killed one, put the other 
“© to flight, and taking up the ftandard carvied it 
<¢ off very deliberately — But the be& joke of 
‘* all was, the fon of a b—ch of .a cornet who 
‘s had furrendered it in a cowardly manner, fee- 
“* ing it in my poflefian, demanded it from me, 
“S in the front of the line.”—‘* D--n my blood 
‘© (fays he) where did you find a ftandard ?””"' 
*¢ (fays he}—‘* D-~-n my blood (faid I) where . 
“© (faid I). did you lofe it ?’*-(faid I)—-S* That’s 
‘© nothing to you (fays he) ’tis my ftandard (fays 
*¢ he) and by G—d I'l} have it.” (fays he) — 
S* De—n-~tieen feize me (fays I) if you thall 
ae 4 _ “ (fays 
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st (faysI) till Ihave firftdelivered it to the General 
‘¢-(fays I 5). and accordingly I went to the head 
‘© quarters, after the battle, and delivered it to 
** my Lord Stair, who prpmifed to do for me, 
*< but I am no more than a poor lieutenant ftill, 
** d—n my blood.” a 
Having vented this repetition of expletives, the 
lawyer owned he had not been requited accord-. 
ing to his deferts ; obferved, that the labourer is 
always worthy of his hire, and afked if the pro- 
mife was made before witneffes,. becaufe in that 
cafe the law would compel the General to perform 
it ;—but underftanding that the promife was 
made during a iéte a zé¥e, over a bottle, with- 
out being reftrifted to time or terms, he pro 
nounced it not valid in law, proceeded to en- 
uite into the particulars of the battle, and af- 
tmed, that although the Englifh had drawn 
themfelves into a premunire at firft, the French 
managed their caufe fo lathely in the courfe of 
the difpute, that they would have been utterly 
nonfuited, had they hot obtained a noli-profe- 
qui.—JIn fpite of thefe enlivening touches, the 
converfation was like to fuffer another long in- - 
terruption ; when the lieutenant, unwilling to 
conceal any of bis accomplifhments that could 
be difplayed in his prefent fituation, offered to re- 
gale the company with a fong ; and interpreting _ 
out filence- into a defire of hearing, began to 
warble a fafhionable air, the firft ftanza of which 
he pronounced thus ; 


‘© Would you tafk the moon-ty’d hair, 

<¢ To yon flagrant beau repait ; 

‘© Where waving with the popling vow, 

‘© The bantling fine will fhelter you, &.” 
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The fenfe of the reft he perverted as he went 
on, with fuch furprizing facility, that I could 
not help thinking he had been at fome pains to 
burlefque the performance.---Mifs Snapper af- 
cribed it to the true caufe, namely ignorance ; 
and when he afked her how fhe relifhed his mu- 
fick, anfwered, that in her opinion, the mufick 
and the words were much of a piece, --- ** O! 
*¢ d--n my blood! (faid he) I take that as a 
** high compliment ; for every body allows the 
** words are damnable fine,” ‘* They may 
** be fo, (replied the lady) for ought I know, 
“* but they are above my comprehenfion.”-—* I 
** an’t obliged to find you comprehenfion, ma- 
“* dam, curfe me!” (cried he.) --- ‘ No, 
*© nor to fpeak fenfe neither,”  (faid the) 


“6 D--n my heart (faid he) I'll fpeak what I 
«6 pleafe.” -~..--- Here the lawyer interpofed, by 


telling him there were fome things he muft not 
fpeak. ---And upon being defyed to give an in- 


‘ftance, mentioned Treafon and Defamation.--- 


** As for the king, (cried the foldier) God blefs 
** him---I eat his bread, and have loft blood in 
‘© his caufe, therefore I have nothing to fay to 
him --- but by G--d, I dare fay any thing to 
any other man.” --- ** No, (faid the lawyer) 
‘¢ you dare not call me rogue.”---** Damme, for 
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counfellor) I fhould have a good action again | 
you, and recover.” --- * Well, well, (cried 
the officer) if I dare not call you rogye, I 
© dare think you one, damme !---This ftroke of 
wit he accompanied with a loud Iaugh of f¢elf-. 
approbation, which unluckily did not affeét the 
audience, but effectually filenced his antagonift, 
who did not open his mouth for the fpace of, an 
hour thereafter, except to clear his pipes with 
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three bems, which, however, produced nothing. 
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what?” faid the other,---°* Becaufe (replied the  - 
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Day breaking, I have the pleafure of viewing 
the perfon of Maifs Snapper, whom I bad 
not feen before —— the foldier is witty 
upon me — is offended, talks much of bis 
— valour —— is reprimanded by a grave 
~ gentlewoman: we are alarmed with the 
cry of bighwaymen IT get out of the 
coach, and ftand on my defence —— they 
vide off without having attacked us - 
_ ff purfue them —= one of them is thrown 
from bis borfe and taken I return to 
the coach—am complimented by Mifs Snap- 
peroam———-the captain’s behaviour on this 
 OCCOfON m———nn- the prude reproaches me ina 
foliloquy —— I upbraid ber in the fame 
manner the behaviour of Mrs. Snapper 
at breakfaft, difobliges me —— the lawyer 
. as witty upon the officer, who threatens 
bem: . : ees 


N the mean time, day breaking in upon us,. 
difcovered to one another,. the. faces of their 
fellow- travellers ; and I had the good fortune to’ 
find my miftrefs not quite fo deformed nor dif- 
agreeable as fhe had been reprefented to me.— 
Her head, indeed, bore fome refemblance to a 
hatchet, the edge being reprefented by her face ; 
but fhe had a certain delicacy in her complexion, - _ 
and a great deal of vivacity.in, her eyes,... which: 
: Is were 
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were very large and black ; and though the pro- 
tuberance of her-breaft, when confidered alone, 
feemed to drag her forwards, it was eafy to 
perceive an equivalent on her back which bal- 
Janced the other, and kept her body in equilibrio. 
—QOn the whole, I thought I -fhould have great 
reafon te congratulate myfelf, if i¢ fhould be my 
fate to poffefs twenty thoufand, pounds encum- 
bered with fuch a wife.—I began therefore to de- 
liberate about the moft probable means of acquir- 
ing the conqueft, and. was fo much engroffed by 
thig idea, that I fcaree took any notice of the 
reft of the people in the coach, but revolved. my 
profpect in filence ; while the converfation was 
maintained as before, by the object of my hopes, 
the fon of Mars, and the barrifter, who by this 
time had recollected himfelf, and talked in terms 
as much as ever.—At length a difpute happened, 
which. ended in a wager, to be determined by 
me, -who was fo much abforpt in contemplation, 
that I neither heard the reference nor the quef- 
tion. which was put to me by each in his turn ; 
-affronted at my fuppofed contempt, the fol- 
dier with great vociferation, fwore, 1 was either 
dumb or deaf, if not both, and that I looked as 
if, 1 could net fay Boh to a goofe; — Arroufed at 
. this obfervation, I fixed my eyes upon him, 
and pronouneed with emphafis, the interjection 
Boh ! Upon which he cocked his hat in a frerce 
manner and cried, ** Damme, Sir, what d’ye 
“S mean by that ?”—-Had I intended to. anfwer 
him, which by: the by; was not my defign, I. 
fhould have been anticipated by Mifs, who told 
him, my meaning was to fhew, that. I could 
cry boh! toa goofe; and laughed very heartily 
at my. laconic reproof.—Her explanation. and. 
misth. did apt help to.appeafe his. wrath, seins 
rOKG 
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broke out in feveral martial infinuation$, fuch ag 
-—*° T do not underftand fuch freedoms, damme ! 
‘¢ —D—n my blood! I’m a gentleman, and 
‘© bear the king’s commiffien.—’Sblood ! fome 
** people deferve to have their nofes pulled for 
“* their impertinence.”———I thought to have 
checked thefe ejaculations by 4 frown ; becaufe 
he had talked fo much of his valour, that I had 
long ago rated him an afs in a lion’s fkin 3 
but fo far from anfwering my expeCtation, 
he took umbrage at the contraction of my brows, 
fwore he did not value my fulky iook a fig’s 
end, and protefted he feared no man breathing. 
—Mifs Snapper faid, fhe was very glad to find 
herfelf in company with a man of fo much cou- 
rage, who fhe did not doubt, would protec& us 
2} from the attempts of highwaymen, during our 
yourney.———** Make yourfelf perfe&ly eafy on 
** that head; madam, (replied the officer) E 
“* have got a pair of piftols (here they are) which 
** } took from a horfe officer at the battle of 
«* Dettingen—they are double loaded, and if 
“‘ any highwayman in England robbs you of 
£ the value of a pin, while I have the honour 
“6 of being in your company, d—n my heart.” 


a 


--When he had expreffed himfelf in this man- — 


ner, a prim gentlewoman, who had fat filent 
hitherto, opened her mouth, and faid, fhe won- 
dered how any man ¢ould be fo rude as to pull out 
fuch weapons before ladies. —-‘* Damme, ma- 
_ ** dam, (cried the champion) if you aré fo 
6< much afraid at fight of a piftol, how d’ye pro-~ 
“§ nofe to fland fire if there fhould be occafion ?” 
——She let him know, that if fhe thought he couhé 
be fo unmannerly as to ufe fire-arms in her pre- 
fence, whatever might be the occafion, fhe would 


get out of the coach immediately, and walk a 
ia $ 
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the next village, where fhe might procure a con- 
venience to herfelf.—Before he could make any 
aniwer, my Dulcinea.interpofed, and obferved, 
that fo far from being- offended at a gentleman’s 
ufing his arms in his own defence, fhe thought 
herfelf very Jucky in being along with one by 
- whofe valour fhe ftood a good chance of. faving 
herfelf from being rifled.—The prude caft a dif- 
dainful look at Mifs, and faid, that people who 
have but little to lofe, are fometimes the moft {o- 
Jicitous about preferving it.—The old lady was 
affronted atthis innuendo, and took notice, that. 
people ought to be very well informed before they - 
{peak flightingly of other people’s fortune, left 
they difcover their own envy, and make them- 
felves ridiculous.—The daughter declared, that 
fhe did not pretend to vie with any body in point. 
‘of riches; and if the lady who infifted upon non- 
refiftance, would promife to indemnify us all for 
the lofs we fhould fuftain, fhe would be one of 
the firft to perfuade the captain to fubmiffion, in 
cafe we fhould be attacked.—To this propofal, 
xeafonable as it was, the referved lady made no 
ether.reply, than a fcornful glance and-a tof of. 
her head.——I was very well pleafed with the fpi- 
rit of-my miftrefs ; and even wifhed for an op- . 
portunity of diftinguifhing my courage under her 
eye, which I believed, could not fail. of pre- 
poflefiing her in my favour.; when all of a fud-. 
den, Strap rode.up to the coach door, and told 
us in a great fright, that two men on horfe- back: 
were crofling the heath (for by this time we-had 
paffed Houynflow) and made dire@ly towards us. 
‘This piece of information was no fooner delivered, 
than Mrs. Snapper began to fcream, her daughter 
grew.pale, the other lady pulled out her purfe to 
te in readinefs, the lawyer’s teeth. chattered, . 
a - While” 
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while he pronounced, ‘* ’Tis no matter—we’ll 
‘* fue the county and recover.”’—-The captain 
gave evident figns of confufion ; and I, after hav-. 
ing commanded the coachman to ftop, opened 
the door, jumped out, and invited the warrior to 
follow me,—But finding him backward and a- 


ftonifhed, I took his piftols, and giving them to. 


Strap, who had by this time alighted, and trem. 
bled very.much, I mounted on horfe-back; and 
taking my own, (which I could better depend 


upon ) from the holfters, cocked them both, and: 


faced the robbers, who were now very near us. 
' =Seeing me ready to oppofe them on horfe. back, 


and another man armed a-foot, they made a hale. 
at fome diftance to reconnoitre us, and after: 


having rode round us twice, myfelf ftill facing 


about as they rode, went off the fame way they 
came, ata hand gallop.—A gentleman’s fervane 


coming up with ahorfeat the fame time, I offered 
him a crown to affiftme in purfuing them, which 


he no fyoner accepted, than I armed him with the. 


officer’s piftols, and we galloped after the thieves, 


who trufting to the fwiftnefs of their horfes,- 


ftopped till we came within fhot of them, and 


then firing at us, put their nags to the full fpeed. 


—We followed them as faft as our beafts could 
carry us, but not being fo well mounted as they 
our efforts would have been to little purpofe, had 


not the horfe of one of them ftumbled and 


thrown his rider with fuch violence over his head, 


that he lay fenfelefs, when we came up, and was- 


taken without the leaft oppofition; while his 


comrade confulted his own fafety. in flight, with-. 


out regarding the diftrefs of his friend. Wefcarce 
had time to make ourfelves mafters of his arms, 


and tye his hands together, beforehe recovered his- 
fenfes, when learning his fituation, heaffected fur-- 


prize, 
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prize, demanded to know by what authority wé 
uwled a gentleman in that manner, and had the 
impudence to threaten us with a profecution for 
robbery.—In the mean time we perceived Strap 
coming up with a crowd of people, armed with 
different kinds of weapons ; and among the reft 
a farmer, who no fooner perceived the thief, 
whom we had fecured, than he cried with ¢reat 
emotion, ** There’s the fellow who robbed me 
‘* an hour ago, of twenty pounds, in a canvas’ — 
“S bag.—He was immediately fearched,: and the 
money found exactly as it had. been defcribed : 
Upon which, we committed him to the charge 
of the countryman, who carried him to the 
town of Hounflow, which it feems the farmer had 
alarmed ; and having fatisfied the footman for his 
trouble according to promife, returned with Strap 
to the coach, where I found the captain and — 
lawyer bufy in adminiftring fmelling bottles and: 
. cordials to the grave lady, who had gone into a 
fit at the noife of the firing. tere 
When I had taken my feat,MifsSnapper, who from 
the coach had feen every thing that happened, made 
me a compliment on my behaviour, and faid, the 
was glad to fee mereturned, without havingreceived! 
‘any injury ; her mother too.owned herfelf obliged 
to my refolution ; and thelawyer told me, that Iwas’ 
intitled by act of parliament to a reward of forty’ 
pounds, for having apprehended a highwayman. 
—The foldier obfervéd, with a countenance in 
which impudence and fhame ftruggling, préduced: 
feme difotder, that if F had not been in fuch- a 
damned hurry to get out of the coach, he would: : 
have fecured the rogues effectually, without all 
this buftie and: lofs of time, by a fcheme which 
my heat and precipitation ruined.—‘* For my _ 
*S own. part, (continued he) E am always ex-: 
) ‘s ‘tremely 
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#© tremely cool on thefe occafions.””—=—=** So it 
<° appeared, by your trembling” (faid the young 
lady.) —‘S Death and damnation (cried he) your 

** fex protects you, madam; if any man on 
°° earth durft tell me fo much, I’d fend him to 
“© hell, dn my heart ! in an inftant.”’—So fay~ 
ing, he fixed his eyes upon me, and afked if [ had 
feen him tremble.—I anfwered without hefitation, 
<* Yes.”—‘* Damme, Sir, (faid he) d’ye doubt 
<¢ my courage ?”—I replied, ‘© Very much.” — 
This declaration quite difconcerted him. — He 
looked blank, and pronounced with a faultering 
voice, ** O} ’tis very well —d—n my blood ! 
“© TI fhall find a time.”—I fignified my contempt 
of him, by thrufting my tongue in my cheek, 
whieh humbled him fo much, that he fcarce fwore 
another oath aloud during the whole journey. 

: The precife lady, having recruited her fpirits 
by the help of fome ftrong waters, began a foli- 
loquy, in which fhe wondered. that any man, 
who pretended to maintain the character of a 
gentleman, could, for the fake of a little paultry © 
coin, throw perfons of honour into fuch quan- 
daries as might endanger their lives ; and pro- 
feffed her furprize, that women were not afhamed’ 
to commend fuch brutality. At the fame time 
vowing, that for the future fhe would never fet 
foot in a ftage-coach, if a private convenience 
could be had for love or money. 

- Nettled at her remarks, I took the fame me- 
thod of conveying my fentiments, and wondered’ 
in my turn, that-any woman of common fenfe, 
fhould_be fo unreafonable as to expect that people 
who had neither acquaintance nor connexion 
with her, would tamely allow themfelves to be. 
robbed and. mal-treated,. merely to indulge her 
capricious humour, I likewife confefled my afto- 

| nifhment 
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nifhment at her infolence and ingratitude in tax- 
ing a perfon with: brutality, who deferved her- 
approbation and acknowledgment ; and vowed, 

that if ever we fhould be affaulted again, I would 
leave her to the mercy of the fpoiler, that fhe 
might know the value of my protection. 

This perfon of honour did not think fit to. 
carry on the altercation any further, but feemed 
to chew the cudof her refentment, with the creft- 
fallen captain, while I entered into difcourfe 
with my charmer, who was the more pleafed with 

;my converfation, as fhe had conceived a very in- 
different opinion of my intellects from my for= 
mer filence. I fhould have had caufe to be 
equally fatished with the {prightlinefS of her ge- 
nius, could fhe have curbed her imagination with 
judgment ; but fhe Jaboured under fucha profufion. 
of talk, that I dfeaded her unruly tongue, and 


felt by anticipation the horrors of an eternal . 


clack! However, when I confidered on the other 
hand, the joys attending the poffeffion of 
twenty thoufand pounds, I forgot her imperfec-: 


tions, feized occafion by the fore-lock, and,en-- 


deavoured to infinuate myfelf into her affection. 
=—The careful mother kept a ftri€t watch over: 
her, and though fhe could not help behaving 
civilly, to me, took frequent opportunities of dif- 
couraging our communication, by reprimanding 
her for being fo free with ftrangers, and telling: 
her fhe muft learn to fpeak lefs, and think more. 

—-Abridged of the ufe of fpeech, we converfed: 
with our Eyes, and J found the young lady very: 
eloquent in this kind of difcourfe. In fhort, ¥: 
had reafon to believe that fhe was fick of the old 
gentlewoman’s tuition, and that I fhould find it. 
no difficult matter to ees ber sated 


r] 
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-When we arrived at the place where we were 
to breakfaft, I alighted and helped my miftrefs: 
out of the coach, as well as her mother, who 
called for a private room, to which they with~ 
drew, in order to eat by themfelves.—-As they 
retired together, I perceived that Mifs had got 
more twifts from-nature, than I had before ob- 
erved, being bent fideways into the figure of an 
S, fo that her progrefion very much refembled 
that of a crab.—The prude alfochofe the captain 
for her-mefs-mate, and ordered breakfaft fortwo 
only to be brought into another feparate room ; 
while the lawyerand I, deferted by the reft of the 
company, were fain to put up with one anothér. 
I was a good deal chagrined at the ftately re- 
derve of Mrs, Snapper, who I thought did not 
ufe me with all the complaifance I deferved; and 
my companion declared, that he had been a tra- 
veller thefe twenty years, and never knew the 
ftage-coach rules fo much infringed before. As . 
for the honourable gentlewoman, I could not 
conceive the meaning of her attachment to the 
licutenant; and asked the lawyer if he knew for 
which of the foldier’s virtues fhe admired him ? 
The counfellor facetioufly replied, ‘* I fuppofe 
** the lady knows him te be an able conveyancer, 
** and wants him to makea fettlement intail.”— 
I could not help laughing at the archnefs of the 
- barrifter, who entertained me during breakfaft, 
with a great deal of wit of the fame kind, at the 
the expence of our fellow-travellers ; and among 
other things faid, he was forry to find the young 
lady faddled with fuch Incumbrances, 

When we had made an end of our repaft, and 
paid our reckoning, we went into-the coach, took 
our places, and bribed the driver with fix-pence, 
to revenge us on the reft of his fare, by hurrying , 

s them 
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them away in thé midft of their meal.—This he 
performed to our fatisfa€tion, after he had difturbed 
their enjoyment with his importunate .clamour— 
The mother and daughter obeyed the fummons 

rft, and coming to the coach-door, were o- 
bliged to defire the coachman’s affiftance to get 
in, becaufe the lawyer and I had agreed to fhew 
our refentment by our negleét.—They were 
no fooner feated, than the captain appeared as 
much heated as if he had been purfued a dozen 
of miles by an enemy ; and immediately after him 
came the lady, not without fome marks of dif- 
order.——Having helped her up, he entered him- 
felf, growling a few oaths againft the coachman 


for his impertinent interruption ; and thelawyer - 


comforted him by faying, that if he had fuffered 
a nift prius through the obftinacy of the defen- 
dant, he would have an opportunity to join iffue 
at the next ftage. This laft expreffion gave of- 
fence to the grave gentlewoman, who told him, 
if fhe was a man, fhe would make him repent of 
fuch obfcenity, and thanked God fhe had never 
been in fuch company before.—~At this infinua- 
tion, the captain thought himfelf under a ne- 
ceflity of efpoufing the lady’s caufe; and accord 
ingly threatened to cut the lawyer’s ears out of 
his head, if he fhould give his tongue any fuch 
liberties for the future.—The poor counfellor 
begged pardon and univerfal filence enfued. 
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I refolug to ingratiate milf with the mother, 


and am favoured by accident — the precife 
lady finds ber bufband, and quits the ceacb— 
she captain is difappointed of bis dinner— 


we arrive at Bath——» I accompany Mifs 
Sapper to the long room, where fhe is at- 
| tacked by bean Nb, and turns the 
. laugh againf bin———_-I make leve to ber, 
and receive @ checkm—emfquire ber to an 
 alfembly, where I am ble. with a fight of 
my dear Narciffa, which difcompofes me for 


much, that Mifs Snapper obferving my dif- 


order is at pains to difcover, the caufe— 


4s picqued.at the occafion, and in our way 
home, pays me a farcaftic compliment—— 
I am met ly Mi/s Williams, whois maid 
and confidante of Narcifla——fhe acquaints 


me with her lady’s regard for me while 


* under the difguife of a fervant, and defcribes 
the tranfports of Narciffa on feeing me at 


the affembly, in the character of .a gentle- 
man——-—-I am furprized with an account 


. of ber ausi?s marriage, and make an appoint. 


ment to meet Mi/s Wilkams nextday. | 


D URING this unfocial interval, my pride 


and intereft maintained a fevere conflict, : ' 


on the.fubje&t of Mifs Snapper, whom the one 


reprefented 
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reprefented as unworthy of my notice, and the 
ather propofed as the objet. of my whole at-. 
tention: The advantages and difadvantages at- 
tending fuch a match, were oppoefed to one a- 
nother by my imagination ; and atlength, my 
judgment gave it fo much ‘in favour. of the firft,, 
that I refolved to profecute my fcheme, with.ail’ 
- the addrefs in my power.—-I thought I perceived 
fome concern in her countenance, occafioned by 
my filence, which fhe no doubt imputed to my 
difguft at her mother’s behaviour; and as I be- 
lieved the old woman could not fail of afcribing 
my mutenefs to the fame' motive, I determined 
to continue that fullen condu& towards her, and 
fall upon fome other-method of manifefting my 


efteem for the daughter: nor was it-difficult for me 


— 


to make her acquainted with my fentiments by the 
expreffion of my looks,. which I modelled into 
the characters of humility and love. -and which 
were anfwered by her with all the fympathy and 
approbation I could defite.’ But when I began 
to confider, that without further opportunities of 
improving my fuccefs, all the progrefs I hadhither- 
to made could not much avail, and that fuch 
_ opportunities could not be enjoyed without the 
mother’s permiffion ; I concluded it would be re- 
quifite to vanquifh her coldnefs and fufpicion by 
my affiduities and refpectful behaviour on the 
road; and fhe would in all likelihood invite me 
to vifit her.at Bath, where I did not fear of being 
able to cultivate her acquaintance as much as would 
be neceflary to the accomplifhment of my pur- 
pofe. And itdeed accident furnifhed me with an 
opportunity of obliging her fo much, that fhe' 
could not with any appearance of good manners, 
forbear to gratify my inclination. 7 
When we asrived at our dining-place, we | 
found 


Ropzrick Ranpom. 213 


found all the eatables in the inn befpoke by a 
certain nobleman, who had got the ftart of us; 
and in all likelihood, my miftrefs and her mother 
muft have dined with Duke Humphrey, had I 
not exerted myfelf in their behalf, and bribed 
the landlord with a. glafs of wine to curtail his 
lordfhip’s entertainment of a couple of fowls and 
fome bacon, which I fent with my compliments 
to the ladies ; they accepted my treat with a great 
many thanks, and deftred I- would favour them 
with my company atdinner, where I amwed the 
old gentlewoman fo fuccefsfully, by maintaining 
a feemingly difinterefted eafe, in the midft of my 
civility, that the fignified a defire of being better 
acquainted, and hoped FE would be fo kind as to 
fee her fometimes at Bath_—-—Whhile I enjoyed 
myfelf in this manner, ‘the precife lady had the 
good fortune to meet with her hufband, who was 


no other than gentleman, or in other words, va> — 


Jet de chambre to the very nobleman, whofe coach 
ftood at the door. Proud of the intereft fhe had 
in the houfe, fhe affected to fhew her power by 
introducing the captain to her fpoufe, asa perfon 
who had treated her with great civility; upon which 
he was invited to a fhare of their dinner; while 
the poor lawyer, finding hishfelf utterly aban- 
doned, made application to me, and was, through 
my intercefiion, admitted into our company.—- 
Having fatisfied our appetites, and made our- 
felves very merry at the expence of the perfon 
of honour, thecivil captain, andcomplaifant huf- 
band, 1 did myfelf the pleafure of difcharging 
the bill by ftealth, for which I reosived a great 
many apologies and acknowledgments from my 
guefts, and we reimbarked at the firft warning. 
— The officer was obliged, at Jaft, to appeafe his 


hunger with a luncheon of bread and oe 
1 : an 
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and a pint bottle of brandy, which he difpatched 
in tht coach, curfing the inappetence of his lord-. 
fhip, who had ordered dinner to be put back a 
whole hour. | : 
Nothing remarkable happened during the re- 
maining part of our journey, which was ended 
about twelve a-clock, when I waited on the la- 
dies to the houfe of a relation, in which they in- 
~tended to lodge, and paffing that night at the inn 
took lodgings next morning for myfelf,  . - 
The forenoon was {pent in vifiting every thing 
that was worth feeing in the place, which I 
did in company with a gentleman te whom 
Banter had given mea letter of introduction 5 
and_in the afternoon I. waited on the ladies, and 
found Mifs a good deal indifpofed with the fatigues 
of the Journey.— As they forefaw they: would 
have occafion for a male acquaintance to {quire 
them at all publick places,. I was reeeived-with | 
great cordiality, and had. the mother’s permifion 
to conduct them next day to the long room, 
which we no fooner entered, than the eyes of 
every body prefent were turned upon us; and 
when we had fuffered the martyrdom of their 
looks for fome time, a. whifper. circulated.at out 
expence, which was accompanied with many 
contemptuous fmiles, and tittering obfervations, 
to my utter fhame and confufion—I didnot fo 
much conduct as follow my charge to a place 
where fhe feated her mother and herelf, with 
aftonifhing compofure, notwithftanding the un- 
mannerly behaviour of the whole company, 
which feemed to be affumed meerly to put her 
out of countenance.—=T he celebrated Mr. N—h, - 
who commonly attends in this place, as mafter 
of the ceremonies, perceiving, the difpofition of 
— the aflembly, took upon himfelf the taik of-gra- 
i tifying 
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tifying their ill-nature ftill further, by expofing 
my miftrefs to the edge of his wit.—With this 


. view he approached us, with many bows and 


grimaces, and after having welcomed MifsSnapper 
to. the place, asked her, in the hearing of all 
prefent, if fhe could inform him of the name of 
Tobit’s deg.—I was fo much incenfed at his in- 
folence, that I fhould certainly have kicked him 
wherehe ftood, without ceremony, had not the 
young lady prevented the effects of my indig- 
nation, by replying with the utmoft vivacity, 
“¢ His name was N—fh, and an impudent dog 
“* he.was.” This repartee, fo. unexpected and 
juft, raifed fuch an univerfal laugh at the aggref- 
for, that, all, his aflurance was infufficient to fup- 
port him: under their derifion ; fo that after he 
had endeavoured, to compote himfelf, by taking 
{nuff, and forcing; a fmile, he was. obliged to 
{neak. off in a very ludicrous attitude ; while my 


-Dulcinea. was applauded to the fkies, for the 
_ brilliancy of her wit, and her acquaintance im- 


mediately courted by the beft people of both fexes 
in the room.—Thisevent, withwhich I was ine 
finitely pleafed at firft, did not fail of alarming 
me, upon further reflection, when I confidered 
that the more fhe was carefled by perfons of diftinc- 
tiop, the more her pride would be inflamed, and 
confequently, the obftacles to my fuccefs mul- 
tiplied and enlarged.—Nor were my prefaging 
fears untrue—That very night I perceived her a 
little: intoxicated with the incenfe fhe had re- 
ceived, and though fhe: ftill. behaved with a.par- 
ticular civility. to me, I forefaw that as foon 
as her fortune fhould. be known, fhe would 
be furrounded witha {warm of admirers, fome 
one of whom might poffibly, by excelling me 
in point of wealth, or in the arts of flattery and 
— fcandal, 
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fcandal, fupplant me in her efteem, anid find 
means to make the mother of his party.—I re- 
folved therefore to lofe no time, and being in- 
vited to {pend the evening with them, found an 
opportunity in fpite of the old gentlewoman’s vi- 
gilance, to explain the meaning of my glances in 
the coach, by paying homage to her wit, and 
profeffing ‘myfelf enamoured of her perfon. 
She blufhed at my declaration, and in a favour= 
able manner difapproved of theliberty I had taken, 
putting me in mind of our being ftrangers to one + 
another, and defiring I would not be the means 
of interrupting our acquaintance, by any fuch 
unfeafonable ftrokes of gallantry for the future: — 
My ardour was effectually checked by this repri- 
mand, which was, however, delivered'in fuch a 
gentle manner, that I had no caufe to be dif-. 
obliged ; and the arrival of her mother relieved 
me from a dilemma in which I fhould not have 
known how to demean myfelf a minute longer. 
-——~Neither could I refume the eafinefs of carriage 
with which I came in, my miftrefs acted on the 
referve, and the converfation beginning to flag, 
the old lady introduced her Kinfwoman of the | 
houfe, and propofed a hand at whift. 

While we amufed ourfelves at this divetlont: I 
-underitood fromthe gentlewoman, that there was 
to be an affembly next night, at whieh I begged to 
have the honour of dancing with Mifs. She thanked 
me for the favour I intended her, - affured me, fhe 
never did dance, but fignified a defire of feeing - 
the company ; upon which,I offered my fervice; 
and-was accepted; not a little proud of being 
exempted from appearing with her, ina fituation, 
that, notwithftanding my profeffion to the cofi- 
trary, was not at all aseaee to > my inclina- 
tion, 


Having 


loft to me! I was flung with this fuggeftion, 
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Having fupped, and continued the game, -till 
fuch time as the fucceffive yawns of the mother 
warned me to be: gone, I took my leave, and 
went home, where I made Strap very happy 
with an account of my progrefs.—Next day I 
put on my gayeft apparel, and went to drink tea 
at. Mrs, Snapper’s, according to appointment, 
when I found to my inexprefiible fatisfaction, that 
fhe was laid up with the tooth-ach, and that 
Mifs was to be intrufted to my care.~—Accord- 
ingly, .we fet out for the ball-room, pretty early 
in the evening, and took poffeffion of a comme- 
dious place, where we had not fat longer than 
‘a quarter of an hour, when a gentleman drefled 
in a green frock came in, leading a young lady, 
whom I immediately difcovered to be the adorable 
Narciffa! Good heaven ! what were the thrillings 
of my foul-at that‘ jnftant! my reflection was 
overwhelmed with a torrent of agitation! my 
heart throbbed with. furprizing violence! a fud- 
den mift overfpread ‘my eyes! my ears were in- 
vaded with a dreadful found! 1 panted for want of 
breath, and in fhort, was for fome moments in- 
tranced !—This firft tiimult fubfiding, a crowd of 
flattering Ideas rufhed upon my imagination : 
Every thing that was foft, fenfible, and engaging 
in the character of that dear creature, recurred to 
my remembrance, and every favourable circum- 
ftance of my own-qualifications appeared in all 


the aggravation of felf-conceit, to heighten my 


expectation ! — Neither was this tranfport. of 
Jong duration: The dread of her. being. al- 
ready difpofed .of, intervened, and over-caft 
my enchanting reverie! My prefaging appre- 


- hhenfion reprefented her encircled in the arms of 


fome ‘happy rival, and of confequence for ever 


and 
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and believing the perfon who conduéted her, to 
be the hufband of this amiable young lady, al- 
ready devoted him to my fury, and ftood up to 
mark him for my vengeance ; when.I recollected, 
to my unfpeakable joy, her brother the fox- 
hunter, in the perfon of her gallant. -- Undeceived © 
fo'much to my fatisfa&tion in this particular, I 
gared in a frenzy of delight, on the irreftftible 
charms of his -fifter, who no fooner: diftinguifhed 
me in the crowd,- than her evident confufion af- 
forded a happy omen to my flame.—At fight of 
me fhe ftarted, the rofes inftantly vanifhed from 
her polifh’d cheeks, and returned in a moment 
with a-double glow that over-fpread her lovely 
- meck, while her enchanting bofom heaved with 
ftrong emotion. —- I ‘hailed thefe favourable 
fymptoms, and lying in wait for her looks, did 
homage with my eyes.---She feemed to approve 
my declaration, by the complacency of her afpect ; 
and I was fo tranfported with the difcovery, that 
more than once, I was on the point of making 
up to her, and difclofing the throbbings of my 
- heart in perfon, had not that profound venera- 
tion which her prefence always infpired, -re- 
ftrained the unfeafonable impulfe-—--My whole 
powers being engroffled in this manner, it may 
be eafily imagined how ill 1 entertained Mit | 
Snapper, on whom I could not now turn my 
_‘ eyes, without making comparifons very little .to 
her advantage.—It was not even in my power:to 
return diftin& anfwers to the queftions fhe afked — 
from time to time, fo that fhe-could-not help | 
obferving my abfence of behaviour ; and-havinga 
turn, for obfervation, watched my glances, and 
tracing them to the divine obje&t, difcovered the 
caufe of my diforder.—That fhe might, however 
be convinced of the truth.of her conjecture, fhe 
7 began 
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began to interrogate me with regard to Narcifla, 
and notwithftanding all my endeavours to dif- 
puife my fentiments, perceived my attachment 
by my confufion.—Upon which, fhe affumed 
a. ftatelinefs of behaviour, and fat filent du- . 
ring the remaining part of the entertainment. 
-— At any other time, her fufpicion would 
have alarmed me; but now [ was elevated 
by my paffion above every other confidera- 
tion. — The miftrefs of my foul having retired 
with her brother, I difcovered fo much uneafi-+ 
nefs at my fituation, that Mifs Snapper propofed 
to go home; and while I conducted her to a 
chair, told me fhe had too great a regard for me 
to keep me any longer in. torment.—lI feigned” 
ignorance of her meaning, and having feen her 
fafely at her lodgings, took my leave, and went 
home in-an extafy ; where I difclofed every thing 
that had happened to my confident and humble 
férvant Strap, who did not relifh the accident fo 
well as | expected ; and obferved, that a bird in 
hand, is worth two in the bufh.—-“* But however 
(faid he) ** you know beft— you know beft.” | 
——Next day as I went tothe Bath, in hopes of 
feeing or hearing fome tidings of my fair enflaver, 
I was met by a gentlewoman, who having looked 
hatd at me, cried, ** O Chrift! Mr. Random! 
Surprized at this exclamation, I examined the 
countenance of the perfon who fpoke, and im- 
mediately recognized my old fweet-heart and 
fcllow-fufferer Mifs Williams. | 

I was mightily pleafed to find this unfortunate 
woman under fuch a decent appearance, profeffed 
my joy at feeing her fo well, and defired to know 
where I fhould have the pleafure of her conver- 
fation. She was as heartily rejoiced at the ap- 


parent eafinefs of my fortune, and gave me to 
| 2 


know 
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know that fhe,.as yet, had no habitation that fhe 
could properly call her own ; but would wait on 
me at any place I would pleafe to appoint.—Un- 
derftanding that fhe was difengaged for the pre- 
fent, I fhewed her the way to my own lodgings, ~ 
where, after a very affectionate falutation, fhe in- 
farmed me of her being very happy in the fervice 
of a young lady, to whom fhe was recommended 
by a former miftrefs deceafed, into whofe family 
fhé had introduced herfelf by the honeft deceit the 
had concerted, while fhe lived with me in the 
garret at London--She then expreffed a vehement 
defire to be acquainted with the viciffitudes of my 
life {ince we parted, and afcribed her curiofity to 
the concern fhe had for my intereft—I forth- 
with gratified her requeft, and when I defcribed 
_ my fituation in Suflex, perceived her to attend to 
my ftory with particular eagernefs, She interrupted 
me when [ had finifhed that period, with, ‘* good 
“°° God } is it poffible,”’—and then begged I would 
be fo good as to continue my relation ; which I 
did as briefly as I could, burning with impatience 
to know the caufe of her furprize, about which I 
had already formeda very interefting conjeture— 
Having therefore brought my adventures dawn to 
the prefent day, fhe feemed very much affected with 
the different circumftances of my fortune ; and 
faying witha {mile, fhe believed my diftreffes were 
now at a period, proceeded to inform me, that 
the lady whom fhe ferved was no other than the 
charming Narciffa, who had honoured her with 
her eonlidenes for fonfe time,—that in confe- 
quence of that truft, fhe had often repeated the 
ftory of John Brown, with great admiration and 
regard ; that fhe loved to dwell upon the parti- 
culars of his character, ang did not fcruple to own 
. a tender approbation of his flame—I became deli- 
rious 
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rious with this piece of intelligence, ftrained 
Mifs Williams in my embrace, called her the 
angel of my happinefs, and ated fuch extrava- 
gancies, that fhe would have been convinced of 
my fincerity, had fhe not been fatisfied with 
my honour before.—As foon as I was in a con- 
dition to yield attention, fhe defcribed the prefent . 
fituation of her miftrefs, who had no fooner come 
home the night before, than fhe clofetted her, 
aad in a rapture of joy, gave her to know that 
fhe had feen me at the ball, where I appeared in 
the character which fhe always thought my due, 
with fuch advantage of transformation, that un- 
Jefs my image had been engraven on her heart, it 
would have been impoffible to know me for the 
perfon who had worn her aunt’s livery;—that by 
the language of my eyes, fhe was affured of the 
continuance of my paffion for her, and confe- 
quently of my being unengaged to any other ; 
and that though fhe did not doubt, I would 
fpeedily fall upon fome method of being intro- 
duced, fhe was fo impatient to hear of me, that 
fhe (Mifs Williams) had been fent abroad this 
very marning, on purpofe to learn the name 
and character I at prefent bore. —My bofom 
had been hitherto a ftranger to fuch a flood of joy 
as now rufhed upon it: My faculties were over- 
born by the tide: It was fome time, before I 
could open my mouth ; and much longer ’ere I 
could utter a coherent fentence.—At length, I fer- 
vently requefted her to dead me immediately to 
the object of my adoration : but fhe refifted my 
importunity, and explained the danger of fuch 
premature conduct — ** How favourable foever. 
“* (faid fhe) my lady’s inclination towards you 
‘* may be, this you may depend upon, that fhe: 
* will not commit the fmalleft trefpafs on de- 
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“¢ corum, either in difclofing her own, or in re- 
‘* ceiving a declaration of your paffion: and al- 
‘* tho’ the great veneration I have for you, has 
‘© prompted me to reveal what fhe communicated 
“© to me in confidence, I knw fo well the feve- 
*< rity of her fentiments with refpe& to the 
— § pundtilio’s of her fex, that, if fhe fhould learn 
*€ the leaft furmife of it, fhe would not only 
‘© difmifs me as a wretch unworthy of her bene- 
“© volence, but alfo for ever fhun the efforts of 
*© your love,”’==I aflented to the juftnefs of her 
remonftrance, and defired fhe would afiift mewith 
her advice and dire€tion: upon which, it was 


concerted between us, that for the prefent, I 


fhould be contented with her telling Narciffa 
that in the courfe of her inquiries, fhe could only 


Jearn my name: and that if in a day or two, I © 


could fall upon no other method of being made 


acquainted, fhe would deliver a letter from me, — 


on pretence of confulting her happinefs ; and fay 
that I met her in the ftreets, and bribed her to that 
~ piece of fervice.—-Matters being thus adjufted, I 
kept my old acquaintance to breakfaft, and learned 
from her converfation, that my rival Sir Timothy- 
had drank himfelf into an apoplexy, of which he 
died five months ago, that the favage was ftill un- 
married, and that his aunt had been feized with 
a whim which he little expected, and chofen 
the fchool-mafter of the parifh for her lord and 
hufband : but matrimony not agreeing with her 
conftitution, fhe had been hectick and dropfical-a 
good while, and was now at Bath in order to 
drink the waters for the recovery of her health ; 
that her niece had accompanied her thither at her 


requeft, and attended her with the fame affection. 


as before, notwithftanding the faux pas fhe had 
committed ; and that her nephew who had = 
| | Bae exaf- 
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exafperated at the lofs of her fortune, did: not 
give his attendance out of good will, but purely 
to have an eye on his fifter, left fhe fhould like- 
‘wife throw herfelf away, without his confent or 


approbation. -—— Having enjoyed ourfelves in this * 


Manner, and made an affignation to meet next 
day at a certain place, Mifs Williams took 
her leave ; and Strap’s looks being very inquifitive 
about the nature of the communication fubfifting 
between us, I made him acquainted with the whole 
affair, to his great aftonifhment and fatisfac- 
tion. —— 


SASI GACH RIGIGE IGRI AN SORR SaGAaEER 
CHAP. LVI..- 


I becoms acquainted with Narciffa’s brother 


awbo invites me to bis boufe—whbere I am 


introduced to that adorable creature — after 


dinner, the fquire retires to take bis nap— 
Freeman, guefing the fituation of my 
thoughts, withdraws lkewife on pretence of 
bufinels — I declare my paffion for Narciffa 
—am well received — charmed with ber 
converfation—e—the quire detains us to 
upper mI eludé bis defign by a ftrata- 
gem, and get home fober. — 


N the afternoon, I drank tea at the houfe of 
Mr. Freeman, to whom [ had been recom- 
mended by Banter; where I had not fat five 
minutes, ’till the fox-hunter came in, and by hig 
familiar behaviour, appeared to be intimate with 
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my friend—TI was, at firft, under fome concern, 
left he fhould recolle& my features; but when I 
found myfelf introduced to him as a gentleman 
_ from London; without being difcovered, I 
bleffed the opportunity that brought me into his 

company ; hoping, that in the courfe of our ac- 

quaintance, he would invite me to his houfe— 

nor were my hopes fruftrated, for as we fpent 

the evening together, he grew extremely fend of 

my converfation, asked a great many childifh 

queftions about France aad foreign patts 3, and 

feemed fo highly entertained with my anfwers, 

that in his cups, he fhook me often by the hand, 

pronounced me an honeft fellow, and in fine, de- 

fired our company at dinner next day, in his 

own houfe—My imagination was fo much em- 

ployed in anticipating the happinefs I was to en- 

joy next day, that I flept very little that night ; 
but getting up early in the morning, went to the 

place appointed, where I met my fhe-friend, and 
imparted to her my fuccefs with the fquire—She 
‘was very much pleafed at the occafion, which 
(fhe faid) could not fail of being agreeable: to 

Narcifla, who in fpite of her pafion for me 
had mentioned fome fcruples relating to my true 
fituation and character, which the delicacy of her 
fentiments fuggeftcd, and which fhe believed 
I would find it neceflary to remove, though fhedid 
not know how.—I was a good deal ftartled at 
this infinuation, bécaufe I forefaw the difficulty 
I fhould find in barely doing myfelf juftice ; for 
although it never was my intention toimpofe my- 
felf upon any woman, much lefs on Narciffa, as 
a man of fortune, I laid claim to the chara@ter Of 
a gentleman, by birth, education and behaviour ; 
and yet (fo unlucky had the circumftances of my 
life fallen out) I fhould.find it a very hard matter 
to 
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to make good my pretenfions even to thefe, ef- 
pecially to the laft, which was themoft eflential— 
Mifs Williams was as fenfible as I, of this my dif- 
advantage; but comforted me with obferving, | 
that when once a woman has beftowed her af- 
fetions on. a man, fhe cannot help judging of 
him in all refpe&ts, with a partiality eafily in- 
fluenced in his favour ;—~fhe remarked that-altho” 
Some fituations of my life had been low, yet none 
ef them had been infamous ;_ that my indigence 
had been the crime not of ‘me, but of fortune 3 
and that the miferies I had undergone, by im- 


proving ,the faculties both of mind and body, . — 


qualified me the more for any dignified ftation ;° 
and would of confequence, recommend me to the 
good graces of any fenfible woman ;—fhe therefore 
advifed me to-be always open and unreferved to. 
the inquiries. of my miftrefs, without unnecef- 

farily betraying the meaneft occurrences of my 

fate ; and truft to the ftrength of her love and re-. 
flection, for the reft.—The fentiments of this. 
fenfible young woman on this, as well as on al- 

moft every other fubjet, perfectly agreed with | 
mine; I thanked her for the care fhe took of my , 

interefts, and promifing to behave myfelf accord- 
ing to her direction, we parted, after fhe had. 
aflured me, that I might depend upon her beft: 


_ offices with her miftrefs, and that fhe would from. 


time to time, communicate to me fuch intelli« 
gence as fhe could procure, relating to my flame. 
—Having drefled myfelf to the beft advantage, I. 
waited for the time of dinner with the moft fear 
ful impatience ; and as the hour-drew nigh, my. 
heart beat with fuch increafed velocity, and my 
{pirits contracted fuch diforder, that [began to. 
fufpe& my refolution, and even to with myfelf. 
difengaged ;-—At laft Mr. Freeman called at my. 
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lodgings, in his way, and I accompanied him to 
the houfe where all my happinefs was depofited. 
—We were very kindly received by the fquire, 
who fat {moaking his pipe in a parlour, and afked 
if we chofe to drink any thing before dinner ; 
tho’ I never had more occafion for a cordial, I 
was afhamed to accept his offer, which was alfo 
refufed by my friend. We fat down (however) 
and entered into converfation, which lafted half an 
hour, fo that I had time to recolle& myfelf ; and 
{fo Capricious were my thoughts) even to hope that 

arcifla would not appear—when all of a fudden, 
a fervant coming in, gave us notice that dinner 
was upon the table—and my perturbation return- 
ed with fuch violence, that I could fcarce con- 


ceal it from the company as I afcended the ftair- 


cafe.—When I entered the dining-room, the firft 
object that faluted my ravifhed eyes, was the di- 
vine Narciffa, blufhing like Aurora, adorned with 
all the graces that meeknefs, innocence and 
beauty can diffufe ! I was feized with a giddinefs, 
my knees tottered, and I fcarce had ftrength 
enough to perform the ceremony of falutation, 
when her brother flapping me on the fhoulder, 
‘cried, *° Meafter Randan, that there is my 
‘* fifter,” I approached her with eagernefs and 
fear; but in the moment of our. embrace, my 
foul was agonized with rapture !—Jt was a lucky 
circumftance for us both, that my entertainer was 
not endued with an uncommon ftock of penetra- 
tion; for our mutual confufion was fo manifeit, 
that Mr. Freeman perceived it, and as we went 
home together, congratulated me on my good 
fortune.—But fo far was Bruin from entertaining 
the leaft fufpicion, that he encouraged me to be- 
Zin a.converfation with my miftrefs in a language 
unknown to him, by telling her, that he had 
, =< 5 brought 
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brought a gentleman (meaning me) who could 
jabber with her in French and other forgign 
lingos, as faft as fhe pleafed : then turning to me, 
faid, ** Odds bobs! I wifh you would hold dif- 
** courfe with her, in your French or Italiano 5 
** and tell me if fhe underftands it as well as fhe 
would be thought to dothere’s her aunt . 
and fhe will chatter together whole days in it, 
“€ and Ecan’t have a mouthful of Englith for love 
*¢ or money.” I confulted the looks of my a- 
miable miftrefs, and found her averfe to his pro- © 
pofal, which indeed fhe declined with a fweet- 
nefs of denial peculiar to -herfelf, as a piece of 
difrefpe€t to that part of the company which did. 
not underftand the language in.queftion. As I 
had the happinefs of fitting oppofite to her, I 
feafted my eyes much more than my palate, 
which fhe tempted in vain with the moft deli- 
cious bits carved by her fair hand, and recom- 
mended by her perfuafive tongue ;—but all my: 
other appetites were fwallowed up in the immen= 
fity of my love, which I fed by gazing incef-. 
fantly on thedelightful obje€&t,—Dinner was fearce- 
ended, when the {quire became very droufy, and 
after feveral dreadful yawns, got up, ftretched: 
himfelf, took two or three turns acrofs the room,, 
begg’d we would allow him to take a fhort nap,. 
and having laid a ftrong injunction on his. fifter: 
to detain. us till his return, went to his repofe- 
without any further ceremony.—He had not been: 
gone many minutes, when Freeman gueffing the 
fituation of my heart, and thinking he could not 
do mea greater favour, than to leave: me alone’ 
with Narcifla, pretended to recollect himfelf all’ 


_ of a fudden, and ftarting. up; begg’d the lady’s’. 


pardon for half an hour, having luckily re-. 
membered an engagement of fome sonfequence,, 
; K 6. : that: 
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that he muft perform at that inftant,—fo faying, 
he went away, promifing to be back time enough 
‘for fea ; leaving my miftrefs and me in great con- 
fufion.—Now that I enjoyed an opportunity of 
difclofing the pantings of my foul, I had not 
power to ufe it—I ftudied many pathetic declara- 
¢tions, but when I attempted to give them ut- 
terance, my tongue denied its office; and fhe 
fat filent, with a downcaft look full of anxious 
‘alarm, her bofom heaving with expe@tation of 
fome great event—At length, I endeavoured to 
put an end to this folemn paufe,. and began with 
** It is very furprifing, Madam—here the found. 
dying away, I made a full ftop—while Narciffa 
ftarting, blufhed, and with a timid accent, an- 
fwered, * Sir ?—Confounded at this note of in- 
terrogation, I pronounced with. the moft fheep- 
ifh bafhfulnefs, ‘* Madam |’ to which fhe re- 
plied, ‘* I beg pardon—I thought you had {poke 
** to me,”’== Another paufe enfued—I: made ano~ 
ther effort, and tho’ my voice: faultered very- 
much at the beginning, made fhift to exprefs 
myfelf in this manner :—~‘ I fay, Madam, ’tis 
“* very furprizing that love fhould a& fo incon- 
“¢ fiftent with itfelf, as to deprive its votaries. of 
“¢ the ufe of their faculties, when they have moft 
** need of them. Since the happy occafion of 
** being alone with you prefented itfelf, I have 
** made many unluccefsful attempts to declare a 
“** paffion for the lovelieft of her fex—a paffion 
“* which took pofleffion of my foul, while my. 
‘© cruel fate compell’d me to wear a fervile dif 
‘ , guife founfuitable tomy birth, fentiments, and 
** Jet me add, my deferts; yet favourable in one 
** refp ect, as it furnifhed me with opportunities 
“* of feeing and adoring your perfections.— 
oe Ye Sy Maam, it was then your dear idea 
d , “* entered. 
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_ © entered my bofom, where it has lived unim-. 
© paired in. the. midft of numberlefs careg,.and.: ; 


‘S animated meagainfta thoufand dangers and ca- 

“¢ Jamities !” While Ffpoke thus, fhe con- 

cealed her face with her fan; and: when I. 

ceafed, recovering: herfelf from the moft beauti- 
ful confufion, told me, that fhe thought herfelf 
very much obliged by my favourable opinion of 
her; and that fhe was very. forry. to hear I had. 
been unfortunate—Encouraged by this gentle re-. 
ply, I proceeded, owned myfelf fufficiently re-. 
compenfed hy her kind compaffion for what ] 
had undergone, and declared that the future hap- 

pinefs of my lifedepended folely upon her. —** Sir, 
“© (faid fhe) I fhould be very ungrateful, . if.after. 
‘© the fignal protection you once afforded me, I 
“* could refufe to contribute towards your hap- 

“<< pinefs,, in any, reafonable condefcenfion.”—. 
Tranfported at. this acknowledgment, [threw. 
myfelf at her feet, and begged. fhe would-regard 

my paffion with a favourable eye: She was 
alarmed at my behaviour, intreated me to rife left 
her brother fhould difcover me in-that pofture, 
and-to fpare her, for the prefent,. upon a fubje& 
for which fhe was altogether. unprepared.— Upon 
this, I rofe, affuring her I would.rather die than 
difobey her; but in the.mean time begged her to 
confider how precious the minutes of. this. op- 


‘portunity were, and what reftraint I put upon 


my inclination, in facrifscing them to her defire, 
—She {miled with unfpeakable fweetnefs, and 
faid, there would be no want of opportunities, 
provided I could maintain the good opinion her. 
brother had conceived. of me; and I, enchanted 
with her charms, ‘feized-her hand, which I well 
nigh devoured with kifles—But fhe-check’d my. 


boldnefs with a feverity of countenance ; and an . 
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fired I would not fo far forget myfelfor her, as to 
end r the efteem fhe had for me ;—fhe fe- 
minded me of our being almoft ftrangers to one 
another, and of the neceffity there was, for her 
knowing me better, before fhe could take any re- 
folution in my favour ; and, in fhort, mingled fo 
auch good fenfe and complacency in her reproof, 
that I became as much enamoured of her un- 
derftanding, as I had been before of her beauty, 
and asked pardon for my prefumption with the 
utmoft reverence of conviétion—She forgave my 
offence with her ufual affability ; and fealed my 
pardon with a look fo full of bewitching tender- 
nefs, that for fome minutes, my fenfes were loft 
in extafy | I afterwards endeavoured to regulate 
my behaviour according to her defire, and turn 
the converfation upon a more indifferent fubject 5 
but her prefence was an unfurmountable obftacle 
to my defign ; while I beheld fo much excellence, 
I found it impoffible to call my attention from 
the contemplation of it! I gazed with unutterable 
fondnefs! I grew mad with admiration |—** Mi 
‘* condition is infupportable (cried 1) I am dif- 
“© tracted with paffion! why are you fo exqui- 
‘¢ fitely fair?—-Why are you fo enchantingly 
S¢ good.?—-Why has nature dignified you with 
** charms fo much above the itandard of wo= 
“* man; and, wretch that I am, how dares my: 
“* unworthinefs afpire to the enjoyment of fuch: 
“¢ perfection!” Y ie | 
She was ftartled at my ravings, reafoned down. 
my tranfport, and by her irrefiftible eloquence, 
foothed my foul into a ftate of tranquil felicity ; 
but left I might fuffera relapfe, induftrioufly pro- 
moted other fubjects to entertain my imagination 
-—-fhe chid mefor having omitted to inquire aboue 
her aunt, who (the aflured me) in the midft of 
ih all 
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all her abfence of temper, and detachment from 
common affairs, often talked of me with m- 
mon warmth.—I profefled my veneration Ter the 
good lady, excufed my omiffion, by imputing it 
to the yiolence of my love, which engroffed my 
whole foul, and defired to know the prefent fitu- 


ation of her health—Upon which, the amiable 


Narcifla repeated what I had heard before, of her 
marriage, with all the tendernefs for her reputa- 
tion that the fubjeé&t would admit of ; told me, 
fhe liv’d with her husband, hard*by, and was 
fo much afflicted with a dropfy, and wafted by a 


_ confumption, that fhe had {mall hopes of her re- 


covery.—Having exprefled my forrow forher dif- 
temper, I queftioned her about my good friend 
Mrs, Sagely, who I learned (to my great fatis- 
faGtion) was ftill in good health, and-by the 
encomiums fhe beftowed upon me after I was 
gone, confirmed the favourable impreffion, my 
behaviour at parting had made on Narciffa’s 
heart.——This circumftance introduced an inquiry 
into the conduct of Sir Timothy Thicket, who 
(fhe informed me) had found means to incenfe 
her brother fo muchagainft me, that fhe found it 
impoffible to undeceive him ; buton thecontrary, 
fuffered very much in her own character, by his 
fcandalous infinuations—that the whole parifh 
was alarmed, and actually in purfuit of me; fo 
that fhe had been in the utmoft confternation up- 
on my account, well knowing how little my own 
innocence and her teftimony would have weighed 
with the ignorance, prejudice and brutality of 
thofe, who muft eae bet oh me, had I been ap- 
prehended—that Sir Timothy being feized with 
@ fit of the apoplexy, from which with great 
difficulty. he was recovered, began to be appre- 
henfive of death, and to prepare himfelf accord- 


ingly 


_- 


\ 
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ingly for that great event; asa ftep to which,. 
he fegéfor her brother, owned with great con- 
tritide® the brutal defign he had upon her, and 
of confequence acquitted me of the affault, rob-. 
bery and correfpondence with her, which he had. 
laid to my charge, after which confeffion he lived 
about a month in a languifhing condition, and. 
was carried off by. a.fecond affault.. , 
Every word that this dear creature fpoke,. ri-. 
vetted the chains. with which fhe held me enflaved! , 
My. mifchievous fancy began to work, and the. 
tempeft of my paffion to wake again; when 
the return of Freeman deftroyed the tempting 
opportunity, and enabled me to quell the rifing 
tumult.—A little while after, the Squire ftaggered 
into the-reom, rubbing his eyes, - and called for. 
his.tea, which he drank out of a. {mall bowl, 
qualified with brandy ; while we. took it in the 
ufual way. Narciffa left us in order to vifit 
her aunt, and when Freeman and I propofed.to 
take our Jeave, the fox-hunter infifted on our 
fpending the evening at his houfe with fuch ab- 
ftinacy of affection, that. we were. obliged ta. 
comply.—For my own part, I fhould have been. 
glad of the invitation, by which, in ail likeli-. 
hood, I fhould be bleft with mpre of his fifter’s. 
company, had I not been afraid of rifking. her 
efteem, by entring intoadebauch of drinking with 
him, which, from the knowledge of his chara€ter, 
I forefaw would happen ; but there was no remedy. 
---1 was forced to rely upon the ftrength of my 
conftitution, which I hoped would refift intoxi- 
cation longer than the Squire’s ;_ and to truft to. 
the good-nature.and difcretian of my miftrelfs for. 
the reft. | 
Our entertainer. refolving to begin by times, 
ordered the table to be furnifed with liquor and 
| glaffes. 
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glaffes immediately after tea, but we abfolutely 
refufed to. fet in for drinking fo foon; andgpre- 
vailed upon him to pafs away an hour or two at 
whift, in which we engaged as foon as Narcifla 
returned.---The favage and I happened to be part- 
ners at firff, and as my thoughts were wholly em- 
ployed on a more interefting game, I play’d.fo 
ill that he loft. all patience, fwore bitterly, and 
threatened to call for wine if they would not 
grant him another affociate.---This defire was 
gratified, and Narciffa and I were of a fide ; he 
won for the fame reafon that made him lofe be- 
fore ; I was fatisfied, my lovely partner did not 
repine, and the time flipped away very agreeably, 


~ until we were told that {upper was ferved in anoe 


ther room. 
The Squire was enraged to find the- evening: 
fo unprofitably fpent, and wrecked his vengeance. 


on the cards, which he tore, and committed to 


the flames with many execrations ; threatning to 
make us redeem our lofs with a large glafs and a 


quick circulation ; and indeed we had no fooner 


fupped, and my charmer withdrawn, than hebe- 
gan to put his threats in execution. ‘Three bot-. 
tles of port (for he drank no other fort of wine). 
were placed before us, with asmany water-glaffes,. 
which were immediately filled to the brim, after: 
his example, by each out of his refpective allow- 
ance, and emptied ina trice, to the beff in chriften- . 
dom.--- Though I f{wallowed this, and. the next. 
as faftas the glafs could be replenifhed, without: 
hefitation or fhew of relu€tance, I perceived that 
my brain would not be able to bear many bum- 
pers of this fort ; and dreading the perfeverance of 
a champion who began with fuch vigour, I deter- 
mined to make up for the deficiency of my ftrength, 
by 2 ftratagem, which I actually put in hav 

when. 
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when the fecond courfe of bottles was called for. 
=~ Fhe wine being ftrong and heady, I was al- 
ready a good deal difcompofed by the difpatch 
we had made, Freeman’s eyes began to reel, and 
Bruin himfelf was elevated into a fong, which he 
uttered with great vociferation When I 
therefore faw the fecond round brought in, I af- 
fumed a gay air, entertained him with a French 
catch on the fubject of drinking, which, though 
he did not underftand it, delighted him highly, 
and telling him that your choice fpirits at Paris 
never troubled themfelves with glaffes, asked if 
he had not a bowl or cup in the houfe that 
would contain a whole quart of wine.— ‘* Odds 
‘* niggers! (cried he) I have a filver caudle-cup 
*S that holds juft the quantity, for all the world 
‘© —fetch it hither, Numps.”—The veffel be- 
ing produced, I bid him decant his bottle into 
it, which having done, I nodded in a very deli-- 
berate manner, and faid, ‘* Pledge you.”—He 
ftared at me for fome time, andcrying, ‘© What! 
** allatone pull, meafter Randan?”’—TIanfwered, 
“ At one pull! Sir, you areno milk. fop—we fhall 
** do youjuftice.””—** Shall you? (faid he, fhaking 
** me by the hand) odd then, [’ll fee it out, 
“6 an’t were a mile to the bottom—Here’s to | 
** our better acquaintance, meafter Randan.” 
So faying, he applied it to his lips, and emptied 
it in a breath.—I knew the effe@ of it would 
be almoft inftantaneous ; therefore, taking the cup, 
I began to difcharge my bottle into it, telling 
him he was now qualified to drink with the 
Cham of Tartary.—I: had no fooner pronounced 
thefe words, than he took umbrage at them, and 
after feveral attempts to fpit, made fhift to ftut- 
ter out, “S A f—f—t for your Chams of T— 
: | «© Tartaryl 
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“ Tartary! Iama f— f— free-born Englith- 
‘¢ man, worth th— three thoufand a year, and 
ss y—. value no man, damme !’?—then drop- 
ping his jaw, and fixing his eyes, he hickup’d 
aloud, and fell upon the floor as mute as a 
flounder.—Mr. Freeman, heartily rejoiced at his 
defeat, affifted me in carrying him to bed, where 
we left him to the care of his fervants, and went 
home to our refpective habitations, congratulat- 
ing one another on our good fortune. 
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M/s Williams informs me of Narciffa 5 aps 
. probation of my flame ——= I appeafe the 
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in the company 


Squire—write to my Miftrefs, am bleffed 
with an anfwer——beg leave of ber bro- 


ther to dance with ber at a ball; obtain 
bis confent aud bers 
,. comverfation with ber—am perplexed with 


enjoy @ private 


refietigons have the honour of appear- 


ing ber partner at the balli——we are 


complimented by a certain Nobleman—be di/- 
covers fome fymptoms of paffion for Narciffa 
I am flung with jealoufy———Narcsffa 
alarmed, retires I obferve Melinda 
the Squire is captivated 


by ber beauty. 


| met next morning, at the ufual place 
by Mifs Williams, who gave me joy of the 


progrefs ] had madein theaffection of ber «" 
an 
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and bleffed me with an account of that dear 
creature’s converfation with her, after fhe had? 
retired the night before from our company.—-—— 
I could fcarce believe her. information;, whea 
fhe recounted her expreffions in my favour, fo much: 
more warm and paffionate were.they than my 
moft fanguine hopes had. prefaged ; and was par- 
ticularly pleafed to hear that fhe approved of my 
behavieur to her brother,. after fhe withdrew.-- 
Tranfported at the news of my happinefs, E 
prefented my ring to the meffenger, asateftimo- ~ 
By of my gratitude and fatisfaction ; but fhe was 
above fuch mercenary confiderations, and refufed. 
my compliment with fame refentment, faying,. 
fhe was not a little mortified to- fee my opinion. 
of her fo low and contemptible. I did: myfelf a 
piece of juftice by explaining my behaviour on 
this head, and to convince her of my. efteem, 
“promifed to be ruled by her dire&tions in the pro- 
fecution of the whole affair, which I had fo 
much at heart, that the repofe of my life depend- 
ed upon the confequence. 

As I fervently wifhed for another interview, 
where I might pour out the effufions of my leve, 
without danger of being interrupted, and. per- 
haps reap fome endearing:return from.the queen 
of my defires, I implored. her advice and affif- 
tance in promoting this event ;—but fhe gave me 
to underftand, that Narcifla would make no pre- 
cipitate coampliances of this kind, -and that I 
would:do well to cultivate her brother’s acquain-. 
tance, in the courfe of which, I.would-not want. 
@pportunities of removing that referve, whichmy 
miftrefs thought herfelf obliged to maintain during 
the infancy of our correfpondence; — In the 
mean time fhe promifed to tell her lady that-I 
had endeavoured by prefents and nerlas Goa ta 

* prevail, 
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‘prevail upon her, (Mifs Williams) to deliver a 


' letter from me, which fhe had refufed to charge 


herfelf with, until fhe fhould know Narciffa’s 
fentiments of the matter; and faid, by thefe 
means fhe did not doubt of being able to opena 
literary communication between us; which could 
not fail of introducing more intimate connexions, ' 

I approved Sf her counfel, and our appoint- 
ment being renewed for next day, left her withan 


intent.of falling upon fome method of being re- 
-conciled to the Squire, who, I fuppofed, would 
‘be offended with the trick we had put upon him. 


— With this view, I confulted Freeman, who 
from his knowledge of the Fox-hunter’s dif- 
polition, affured me there was no other me- 
thod of pacifying him, than that of facrificing 
ourfelves for one night, to an equal match with 
him in drinking: This I found myfelf necefii- 
tated to camply with, for the intereft of my paf- 
fion, and therefore determined to commit the 
debauch at my own lodgings, that I might run 
no rifk of being difcovered by Narcifla, ina 
ftate of brutal degeneracy.—Mr. Freeman, who 
was to be of the party, went, at my defire, to the 
Squire in order to engage htm, while I took care 
to furnifh m;felf for His reception,—My invita- 
tion was accepted, my guefts honoured me with 
their company in the evening, when Bruin gave 
me to underftand that he had drank many tuns 
of wire in his life, but was never ferved fuch a 
trick as-I had played upon him the night before. 
I promifed to atone for my trefpafs, and having 
ordered to every man his bottle, began the con- 
teft with a bumper to the health of Narciffa.— 
The toafts. circulated with great devotion, the 
liquor began to operate, our mirth grew noify, 
and as Freeman and I had the advantage of 

; drinking 
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drinking fmall French claret, the favage was ef* 
fectually tamed before our fenfes were in the 
leaft affected, and carried home ina kind of apo- 
plexy of drunkennefs, 

I was next morning, as ufual, favoured witha 
vifit from my kind and punétual confidante, who 
telling me, fhe was permitted to receive my let- 
ters for her miftrefs ; I took up the pen immedi- 
ately, and following the firft dictates of my pafs 
fion wrote as follows : | 


“S DEAR MADAM, 
Re W ERE it poffible for the powers of utter- 


ance, to reveal the {oft emotions of my 
foul; the fond anxiety, the glowing hopes, 
and ‘chilling fears that rule my breaft by turns ; 
I fhould need no other witnefs than this paper, 
to evince the purity and ardour of that flame 
your charms have kindled in my heart. But: 
alas! expreffion wrongs my love! . I am in- 
“< fpired with conceptions that no language can 
*¢ convey! Your beauty fills me with wonder ! 
$¢ your underftanding with ravifhment, and your 
“© soodnefs with adoration! I am tranfported 
‘¢ with defire, diftra&ted with doubts, and tor- 
tured with impatience ! Suffer me then, lovely 
arbitrefs of my fate, to approach you in perfon, 
to breathe in foft murmurs my paffion to your 
ear, to offer the facrifice of a heart overflow- | 
‘© ing with the moft genuine and difinterefted 
love; to gaze with extafy on the divine ob- 
‘© je& of my wifhes, to hear the mufick of her 
enchanting tongue! to rejoice in her {miles of 
approbation, and banifh the moft intolerable 
** fufpence from the bofom of 
_ Your enraptured | 
R= R———, 


Having 
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Having finifhed thiseffufion, Icommitted it to 
the care of my faithful friend, with an injun@tion 
to fecond my intreaty with all her eloquence and 
influence ; and in the mean time went to drefs, with 
an intention of vifiting Mrs, Snapper and Mifs, 
whom I had utterly neglected and indeed almoft 
forgot, fince my dear Narcifla had refumed theem- 
pireof my foul. Theold gentlewoman received me 
very kindly, and Mifs affe&ted a franknefs and gaie- 
ty, which, however, I could eafily perceive was 
forced and diffembled; among other things, fhe pre- 
ténded to joke me upon my paffion for Narcifla, 
which fhe averred was no fecret, andasked if I in- 
tended to dance with her at the next affembly =I 
‘was a good deal concerned to find myfelf become 
the town- talk on this fubject, left the Squire having 
notice of my inclinations, fhould difapprove of 
them, and by breaking of all correfpondence . 
with me, deprive me of the opportunities I now 


enjoyed.—But I refolved to ufe the intereft I had 


with him, while it lafted ; and that very night, 
meeting him occafionally, asked his permiffion to 
folicit her company at the ball, which he very 
readily granted, to my inexpreffible fatisfaCtion, 
Having been kept awake the greateft part of © 
the night, by a thoufand delightful reveries that 
took poffeffion of my fancy, I got up betimes, 
and flying to the place of rendezvous, had in a 
little time the pleafure of feeing Mifs Williams 


approach witha {mile on her countenance, which 


I interpreted into a good omen. Neither was I 
miftaken in my prefage : She prefented me with 

a letter from the idol of my foul, which, after 
having ‘kiffed it with great devotion, I opened 
with the utmoft eagernefs, and was bleffed with 
her approbation in thefe terms. 


/ 


- «SIR, 


Sige oa MR 
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“<SIR, 
ss T O fay I look upon you with indifference, 
ay would be a piece of diffimulation which, 
“¢ J think, no decorum requires, and no cuftom 
*© can juftify. As my heart never felt an impref- 
** fion that my tongue was afhamed to declare, 
“< T will not fcruple to own myfelf pleafed with 
“© your paffion, confident of your integrity, and 
* fo well convinced of my own difcretion, that 
‘66 { fhould not hefitate in granting you the in- 
“© terview you defire, were I not over-awed by 
© the prying Curiofity of a malicious world, the 


‘© cenfure of which might be fatally prejudicial to. 


* the reputation of 


Your 


NARCISSA. 


No Anchorite in the exftafy of devotion, ever 
adored a relique with more fervour than that 
with which I kiffed this inimitable proof of m 
charmer’s candour, generofity and affection | 
read it over an hundred times; was ravifhed with 
her confeffion in the beginning ; but the fub- 
fcription of Your Narcissa, yielded me fuch 
delight as I had never felt before! My happinefs 
was ftill increafed by Mifs Williams, who bleffed 
me with a repetition of her lady’s tender expref- 
fions in my favour, when fhe received and read 
my letter.—In fhort, I had all the reafon in the 
world to believe that this gentle creature’s bofom 
was pofleffed by a paffion for me, as warm, 
2 perhaps not fo impetuous, as mine for 

er, | 
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I informed my:friend of the Squire’s confent, 
with regard to my dancing with Narciffa at the 
ball, and defired her to tell her miftrefs; that I 
would do. myfelf the honour of vifiting her in 
the.afternoon, in confequence of his permiffion, 
when I hoped to find her as indulgent as her 
brother had been ‘complaifant in that particular. 
—Mifs Williams exprefled a good deal of joy, 
at hearing I was fo much in favour with the 
fox-hunter, and ventured to aflure me, that my 
vifit would be very agreeable to my mittrefs, 
the rather becaufe Bruin was engaged to dine 
abroad.—This was a Circumftance, which Il 
fcarce need fay, pleafedme.—I went immediately 
to the long-room, where I found him, and af- 
feéting to know nothing of his engagement, told 
him, -I would do myfelf.the pleafure to wait 
upon him in the afternoon, and to prefent his 
fifter with a ticket for the ball.-~He fhook me 
by the hand, according to cuftom, and giving 
me_ to underftand that he was: to dine abroad, 
defired me to goand drink tea with Narcifla 
notwithftanding, and promifed to prepare her for 
my vifit in the mean time, | 3° 
_ Every thing fucceeding thus to my with, I 
waited with incredible patience for the time, 
which no fooner arrived, than I haftened to the 
fcene, which my fancy had pre-occupied Jong be- 
fore.—I was introduced accordingly, to the dear 
enchantrefs, whom I found accompanied by Mifs 
Williams, who, on pretence of ordering tea, re- 
tired at my approach.—T his favourable-accident, 
which. alarmed my whole foul, difordered her 
alfo.—I found myfelf actuated by an irretiftible 
impulfe, I advanced to her with eagernefs and 
awe ;_ and profiting by the confufion that pre- 
vailed over her, clafped the fair angel in my 
oe | L arms, 
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arms, and inyprinted a glowing kifs upon her 
lips, more foft and fragrant than the dewy. rofe- 
bud: juft burfting from the ftem! Her face was 
in an inftane covered with blufhes, her eyes. 
fparkled with refentment ; I threw myfelf at her 
feet, and imploréd her pardon. Her-love became 
advocate in my caufe; her look foftened into 
forgivenefs, fhe raifed me up, and chid me with: 
fo much fweetnefs of difpleafare, ‘that I was 
tempted to repeat the offence, had not the com-. 
ing of a fervant with the tea-board, prevented my’ 
prefumption.—While we were fubject to be 
iAterrupted or over-heard, we converfed about 
the approaching ball, at which fhe promifed to. 
grace meas a partier; but when. the equipage’ 
Was ‘removed, and we were left alone, I refumed 
the more interefting theme, and expreffed' myfelf 
with fuch tranfport and agitation, .that my mif- 
trefs, fearing I would commit fome extravagance, 
rung the bell for her maid, whom fhe detained 
in the room, as a check upon my vivacity :—. 
I was not forry for this precaution, becaufe I could 
unbofom myfelf without referve, before Mifs Wil- 
liams, who was theconfidante of us both. —I there= 
fore gave a loofe to the infpirations of my paffion, 
which operated fo fuccefsfully upon the tender 
affections of Narciffa, that fhe laid afide the re- 
ftraint fhe had hitherto wore, and blefled me 
with the moft melting declaration of her-mutual 
flame !—It was impoffible for me to forbear tak- 
ing the advantage of this endearing condefcen- 
tion.—-She now gently hire to my embrace, 
while f encircling all that I held dear, within 
my arms, tafted in advance, the joys of that pa- 
radife I hoped in a little time wholly to poffefs ! 
—We fpent the afterrioon in al] the extacy of 
hope: that. the-mio& fervent Joye exchanged by 
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mutual vows could infpire ; | and Mifs Williams 
was fo much affected, with our chafte careffes, 
which recalled the fad remembrance of what fhe 
was, that her eyes were filled with fears... - 
_ The evening being pretty. far advanced, J 


forced. myfelf from the, dear objeét of my flame, 
who indulged me in a tender embrace at parting 5 
and repairing to my lodgings, communjcated to 
my friend Strap every circumftance of my hapr 
pinefs, which filled him with fo much pleafure, 
that it run over at his eyes ; and he prayed hearti- . 
ly, that no envious devil might, as formerly, dafh 
the cup of bleffing from my lip.—When I rer 
fleted on what had happened, and efpecially, om 
the unreferved prateftations of Narciffa’s oye, 
I could not help being amazed at her omitting, to 
enquire into the particular circumftances of th¢ 
life and fortune of one whem fhe had favoured 
with her affection, and I began to bea little an- 
xious about the fituation of her finances; , well 
knowing that I fhould do an irreparable injury te 
the perfon my foul held moft dear, ; if I fhould 
efpoufe her, without being able to fupport her 
in the rank which was certainly her due.—I had 
heard indeed, . while. I ferved her aunt, that her 
father had left her a confiderable fum; and that 
every body believed fhe would inherit the greateft 
part of her kinfwoman’s dowry, but I did nat 
know how far fhe might be reftricted by the old 
gentleman’s will, in the enjoyment;of _ what 
he left her ; and I was too well informed of the 
virtuofh’s late conduct, to thigk my miftrefs could 
shave any expectations from. that quarter,—1 con- 
fided, however, in. the good fenfe and delicacy 
of my, charmer, who,: 1 was fuse, . would nat 
confent to unite her. fate with minc, . befgre fhe 
ae L 2 had 
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had fully confidered and provided for the .confe- 
quence. | | ot 

The Ball-night being arrived, I dreffed my felf 
in-a fuit I -had referved for fome grand occafion ; 
and having drank tea with Narciffa and her bro- 
ther, conduéted my angel to the fcene, where 
fhe in a moment eclipfed all her female competi- 
tors for beauty, and attracted the admiration 
of the.whole affembly.—My heart dilated with 
pride on this occafion, and my triumph rejected 
all bounds, when, after we had danced together, 
. acertain nobleman, remarkable for his figure and 
influence in the beau monde, came up, and in 
the hearing of all prefent, honoured us with a 
very particular compliment, upon our accom- 
plifhments and appearance ;—but this tranfport 
“was foon checked, when I perceived his lordfhip 
attach himfelf with great affiduity to my miftrefs ; 
and fay fome warm things, which I thought, fa- 
voured too much of paflion.—It was then I be- 
gan to feel the pangs of jealoufy—I dreaded the 
power and addrefs of my rival—I fickened at 
his difcourfe ; when fhe opened. her lips to an- 
fwer, my heart died within me—— when fhe 
4miled, T felt the pains of the damned !— I was 
enraged at his prefumption ; I curfed her com- 
plaifance ! atlength he quitted her and went to the 
‘other fide of the room,.—Narciffa fufpecting no- 
thing of the rage that inflamed me, put fome 
queftions to me, as foon as he was gone, to 
which I made no other reply than a grim look, 
which too well denoted the agitation of my breaft, 
and-furprized her not a little.—She no fooner 
obferved my emotion, than fhe changed colour, 
and afked what ailed me; but before I could 
make anfwer, her brother pulling me by the 
fleeve, bid me take notice of a lady who fat 
| oo fronting 
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fronting us, whom I immediately, to my vatt 
aftonifhment, diftimguifhed to be Melinda, ac- 
companied by her mother and an elderly gentle- 
man, whom J did not know.—‘* Wounds! Mr. 
** Randan, (cried the Squire) is fhe not a deli- 
“* cate piece of ftuff?—’Sdeath! Ihave a good 
** mind—if I thought fhe was a fingle per- 
*¢ fon,”—Notwithftanding the perplexity I was 
in, I had reflection enough to forefee that my 
paffion might fuffer greatly by the prefence of 
this lady, who in all probability would revenge 
herfelf upon me for having formerly difgraced 
her, by fpreading reports to my prejudice.—I was 
therefore ‘alarmed at thefe fymptoms of the 
Squire’s admiration ; and for fome time did not 
know what reply to make, when he afked my 
opinion of her beauty: At length I came to a 
determination, and told him that her name was 
Melinda, that fhe had a fortune of ten thoufand 
pounds, and was faid to be under promife of 
marriage to a ¢ertain lord, who deferred his nup- 
tials, until he fhould be of age, which would hap- 
pen in afew months: I thought this piece of - 
intelligence, which I had myfelf invented, would 
have hindered him effectually from entertaining 
any further thoughts of her; but I was egre- 
gioufly miftaken. The fox-hunter had too 
much felf-fufficiency to defpair of fuccefs with 
any competitor on earth. He therefore made 
light of her engagement, faying, with a fmile 
of felf-approbation, ‘* Mayhap fhe will change 
<< her mind —-— what fignifies his being a 
‘¢ Lord?—I think myfelf as good a man as e’era 
Lord inchriftendom ; and P’'Ilfeeif a commoner 
“* worth three thoufand a year won’t ferve her 
“© turn.”’—This determination ftartled me not a 
little ; I knew he would foon difcover the con- 
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trary of what I advanced, and as I believed he 
would find her ear‘open to his addreffes, did hot 
doubt of meeting with every obftacle jn my a- 
mour, that her malice could invent, and her in- 
fluence with hii execute, — This reflection 
increafed my chagrin—My vexation was evi- 
dent—Narcifla infifted on -going home imme- 
diately ; and as'I led ‘her to the door, her noble 
admirer with a look full of languifhment, di- 
re&tcd to her'a profound bow, ‘which ftung me 
to the foul.—Before the went into the chair,’ 
fhe asked, with an uppearance of concern, what 
was the mhatter with me? and I could pronounce 
no mit than, ~ By heaven ! I’m diftracted !*” 
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Tortured with jealoufy, L go bame and abufe 
Strap ———-= receive a mefjage from Nar- 
 éiffa, in confequence of which, I baften to 
ber qpartment, where ber endearing af- 
| furances banifp all my doubts and appre. 
| ben (9S = in my retreat difcover fome- 
_ bady, in, the dark, whom, fufpetting to be 
G fi, L-refolve.te kill: but, to my great 
furprize,.am convinced of bis being no otber 
than Strap wm Melinda flanders me ome 
EF become acquainted with Lord Quiverwit, 
who, endeavoar's to found, “a with regard ta 
Narci the {quire +3 introduced to 
his; did, ‘and; grows, cold- tewards me 
, ol learn. from my confidante, that this 
nobleman profeffes bonourable love to my 
. mibrefs, who continues faithful to me, not- 
- qwithftanding the feandalous reports foe bas 
beard to my prejudice I am mortified 
with, an afurance that. ber whole fortune 
depends upon the. pleasure of her brother 
eam My. Freeman condoles me on the de- 
cline of my charaiter, which I vindicate fo 
much to bis fatisfattion, that be undertakes 
to combat fame in my bebalf. 


H A VIN G uttered this exclamation, at which 
fhe fighed, I went home in the condition 
of a ‘frantic Bedtamite ; ; and finding the fire in 
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my apartment almoft extinguifhed, vented my 
fury upon poor Strap, whofe ear I pinched with 
fuch violence, that he roared hideoufly with pain, 
and when I quitted my hold looked {fo foolifhly 
aghaft, that no unconcerned fpectator could have 
feen him, without being feized with an immode- 
rate fit of laughter.—lIt is true, I was foon fen- 
fible of the injury I had done, and afked pardon 
for the outrage | had committed; upon which my 
faithful valet, fhaking his head, faid, ‘* I forgive 
** you, and may God forgive you.”—But. he 
could not help fhedding fome tears at my unkihd- 
nefs, I felt unfpeakable remorfe for what I had 
done, curfed my own ingratitude, and confidered 
his tears as a reproach that my foul, in her pre- 
fent difturbance could not bear,—It fet: all my 
paffions into a new ferment, I fwore horrible oaths 
without meaning or application, I foamed at the 
mouth, kicked the chairs about the room, and — 
play’d abundance of mad pranks that frightened 
my friend almoft out of his fenfes.—At length 
my tranfport fubfided, I became melancholy, and 

wept infenfibly. i oo 
During this ftate of deje@ion, I was furprized 
with the appearance of Mifs Williams, whom — 
Strap, blubbering all the while, had conducted in- 
to the chamber without giving me previous no- 
tice of her approach :— She was extremely af- 
fected with my condition, - which fhe had learned 
from him, begged me to moderate my paffien, 
fufpend my conjectures, and follow her to Narciffa, 
who defired to fee me forthwith.—That dear 
name operated upon me like a charm! I ftarted 

up, and without opening my lips, was conducted 
into her.apartment through the garden, which — 
we entered by a private door.—TI found the ado- 
rable creature in tears! I was melted at thefight— — 
we 
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we continued filent for fome time—my heart was. 
too full to fpeak——her fnowy bofom heaved with, 
fond refentment ; at laft fhe fobbing cried, ** What. 
** have I done to difoblige you ?”” —= My heart. 
was pierced with the tender queftion! I drew near 

with the utmoft reverence of affection! I fell 

upon my knees before, her, and kiffing her hand, 

exclaimed, ‘* O! thou art all goodnefs and per- 

‘S fection ! I am undone by my want of merit ! 

‘* Tam unworthy to poffefs thy charms, which 
* heaven hath deftined for the arms of fome 

“© more favoured being.”=—=-She gueffed the caufe 
of my difquiet, upbraided me gently for my fuf- 

picion, and gave me fuch flattering affurances of 
her eternal fidelity, that all my doubts and fears 
forfook me, and peace and fatisfaction reigned: 
within my breatt. . 

At midnight I left the kind nymph to her re- 
pofe, and being let out by Mifs Williams, at the 
garden gate by which I entered, began to ex- 
plore my way homeward in the dark, when I - 
heard at my back a noife like that of a baboon 
when he mows and chatters. I turned inftantly, 
and perceiving fomething black, concluded § 
was difcovered by fome fpy, employed to 
watch for that. purpofe: Arroufed at thie 
conjecture, by which the reputation of the vir-_ 
tuous Narcifla appeared in jeopardy, I drew my 
fword, and would have facrificed him to her fame, 
had not the voice of Strap reftrained my arm: 
It was with great difficulty he could pronounce, 
« D— d—d— dot mum—um—im—murder 
**’ me, if you pleafe ’ Such an effect had the 
cold upon his jaws, that his teeth rattled like 4 
pair of caftanets—Pleafed to be thus undecgiveds, 
F laughed at his confternation, and afked what 
brought him thither? Upon which he gave me 
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toufderftand, that his concern for me had in- 
duced*him to dodge me to that place, where 


the fame reafon had detained him till now ; and 
he frankly owned, that in fpite of the efteem he 


had for Mifs Willlams, he began to be very un- 
eify about mé, confidering the difpofition in 
which I'went abroad ; and if 1 had ftaid:much 


longer, would have'certainty alarmed, the neigh- 
bourhood in my behalf.— The knowledge of this 


his intention! confounded me! I reprefented tohim 
the mifchievous confequences that would have at- 
tended Yuch a rafh‘aétion, and cautioning him 
feverely againft any {uch defign for the future, 
concluded my admonition with an affurance, that 
in‘cafe hé fhould ever a& fo ‘madly, I would 
without hefitation put him to death.——°* Have a 
S¢ Tittle’ patience (¢ried he, in a lamentable tone) 
‘© your difpleafure will do the bufinefs, with- 
‘* out your committing murder.” —I was touch- 
ed with this reproach; and as foon as we got 
home, made it ‘my bufinefs to appeafe him, by 


explaining‘the caufe of.that tranfport, during 


which I had ufed him fo unworthily, | 


niy ‘fifpicion wrong placed; he artfully. turned 
the difcourfe ipon Merci 


_ 


Ropericx. Ranpom. 254 


hinting at an-intrigue,he pretended top be engaged 
jn elfewbere, to learn. what. connexion there was 
between her and me.—But all his finefle was in- 
effeCtual; I was convinced of his diffimulation, 
and gave fuch general anpfwers to his. inquiries, 
that he was. forced to. drop. the fubject and talk 
of fomething elfe, 

While we converled.in this manner, the favage 
came.jo, with another gentleman, who intro- 
duced him to his lordfhip; and he was received 
with fuch peculiar marks of diftin@tion, that 
I was perfuaded the courtier intended to ufe him 
in.fome fhape or another; and thence I cone 
ceived an unlucky omen.—But I had’more caufe 
to be difmayed the following day, when. I :faw 
‘the {quire in company with Melinda.and ber mo- 
ther, who honoured me with feveral difdainful ° 
glances; and when I afterwards threw. myfelf in 
his way, inftead of the cordial fhake of the hand, 
returned my falute with a cold repetition of 
‘66 Servant, fervant,”: which he pronounced with 
fuch indifference, or:rather cantempt,. that. if 
he had not been. Narciffa’s brother ee have 
affranted him in publick. 

T hefe.occusrences.. diftarbed: me not .a “little, 
ae ‘forefaw the brooding ftorm, and armed myfelf 
. with refolution for the occafion ; but Narcifla be- 
ing at.ftake, I .was, far from. being -refigned. 
eI: could. have renounced every other comfort 
of life with fome degree ‘of . fortitude ; but the 
profpec? of lofing -her,. dilabled alt my philofophy, 
and tortured. my foul into madness.. | 

Mifs Williams found me, next morning, full 
, Of. anxious.tumult, which .di¢d not abate, when 
“fhe told me that my Lord Quiverwit, having 
profefidd honourable intentions, had been intro- 
— my vii ae by “her brother, pon 
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had at the fame time, from the information of — 


Melinda, {poke of me as an‘[rifh-fortune hunter, 
without either birth or eftate to recommend me ; 
who fupported myfelf in the appearante of: a 
gentleman by fharping, and other infamous prac- 
tices ; and who was of {uch an obfcure origi, that 
I did not even know: my own extraCtion.— 
‘Though I expected all this, I could not hear it 
with temper, . efpecially as truth was fo. blended 
with falfhood in the affertion, that it would be 
almoft impoffible to feparate the one from the o- 
ther in my vindication.—But I faid nothing on 
this head, being impatient toknow how Narcifla 
had been affected with the difcovery.— That ge- 
merous creature, far from believing thefe impu- 
tations, was no fooner withdrawn with her con- 
hdante, than fhe inveighed with great warmth 
againft the malevolence of the world, to which 
. only fhe afcribed the whole of what had been 
faid to my difadvantage ; and calling every cir- 
cumftance of my behaviour to her, into. review 
before her, found every thing fo polite,. honeur- 
able and difinterefted, that fhe could not:harbour 
the leaft doubt of my being the gentleman I ap- 
peared to be:— ‘* J have indeed (faid fhe) pur- 
 *§ pofely forbore to ask the particulars of his life, 
“* left the recapitulation of fome misfortunes, 
“¢ which he hasundergone, fhould give him pain : 
5 And as to the article of his fortune, I own 
“* myfelf equally afratd of inquiring mto it, and 
“* of difcovering the fituation of my own, left 
<° we fhould find ourfelves both unhappy in the 
explanation; for alas! my provifion is con- 
ditional, and depends entirely on my mary ing 
<* with my brother’s confent.”’ 


pi ounmanaranuis this reruns the light 
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forfook my eyes, the colour vanifhed from-my 
cheeks, and I remained in a ftate of univerfal 
trepidation !—=My female friend perceiving my 
diforder, encouraged me with affurances of Nar- 
ciffa’s conftancy, and the hope of fome accident 
favourable to our love ; and as a further confola- 
tion let me know, that fhe had acquainted my 
miftrefs with the ont-lines of my life; and that 
although fhe was no ftranger to the prefent low 
ftate of my finances, her love and efteem were 
rather encreafed than diminifhed by the know- 
ledge of my circumftances.—I was greatly com- 
forted by this.affurance, which faved me a world 
of confufion and anxiety: For I muft have im- 
parted: my fituation one day to Narciffa; and 
this I could not have dene without fhame and 
diforder, ao 2 | 
~ As I did not doubt that by this time, the 
fcandalous afperfions of Melinda were diffufed 
all over the town, I refolved to collect my whole 
ftrength of affurance, to brow-beat the efforts of 
her malice, and to publifh her adventure with 
the Frenchified barber, by way of reprifal. — 
In. the mean time, having promifed to, be at the 
garden gate about midnight, Mifs Williams 
took her leave, bidding me repofe myfelf en- 


. tirely on the affection of ‘my dear Narciffa, 


which was as perfeét as inviolable-—Before I 
went abroad I. was. vifited. by Kreeman, who 
came on purpofe to acquaint me with the infa- 
mous ftories, that were raifed at my expence ; 
I heard them with great temper, and in my 
turn informed him of every thing that had hap- 
pened between Melinda and me ; and among o- 
ther things entertained him with the ftory of the 
barber, letting him know what. fhare his friend 
Banter had in-that affair :. He was convinced a 
oa a the 
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the injury my reputation had fuffered, and nq 
longer doubting the fource from whence this de- 
Juge of flander had flowed upon me, undertook 
to undeceive the town in my behalf, and roll the 
ftream back upon its origin; but in the mean 
time cautioned me from appearing in publick 
while the prepoffeffion was ftrong againft me, 
left [ fhould meet with fomé“Aaffront that might 
have bad confequences, 


ORAS DAAMNS MS! Oe 
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I receive an extraordinary meffage at the 
door of the long room, which I bowever 
enter, and affront the Squire, who threatens 
to take the law of me rebuke Me- 
linda for ber malice —— She weeps with 
 vexation —— Lord Quiverwit. is severe 
upon me ——— I retort bis farca/m- am 
received with. the utmoft tenderne[s by Nar- 
| ciffa, who defires to. bear the ftory of my 
life —— we vow eternal conftancy to one 
another —— I retire am waked by a 
melfenger, who brings a challenge from 
Quiverwit,, ban. I mest, , engage, aud 

- vanquifh. . ne se va 
, I Thanked him for his advice,. which. how. 
;ever, my pride and refentment. would -not 
permit me to fodow; for he no fooner left.me, 
in order to do juftice to. niy chara&ter among his 
friends and acquaintance, than-I fallied out,. and 
went direttly.to: the long-toum.-d was met - 
the¢ 
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the daor by ‘a fervant, who prefented to me a 
billet without a fubfcription, importing that my 
prefence was difagreeable to the company, and defir- 
ing I would take the hint without further diftur+ ° 
bance, and beftow myfelf elfewhere for the future. 
—This peremptory meflage filled me with indig-. 
nation.—I followed the fellow who delivered it, 
and feizing him by the collar, in prefence of all 
thecompany, threatened to put him inftantly to: 
death, if hedid not difcover the fcoundrel who 
had charged him with fuch an impudent commil- 
fion, that I might punifh him as he deferved.— 
The meffenger, affrighted at my menaces and fu- 
rious looks, fell upon his knees, and toldme, that 
the gentleman who ordered him to deliver the: 
letter was no other than Narciffa’s brother, who 
at that time ftood at the other end of the room, 
talking to Melinda.—I went up to him imme- 
diately, and in the hearing of his inamorata, ac- 
cofted him in thefe words: ‘* Lookee, Squire, was 
‘it not for one confideration that protects you 
“* from my refentment,[ would cane you where you 
‘* ftand, for having had the prefumption to fend 
** me this fcurrilous intimation,” which I tore to 
pieces and threw in his fate; at the fame time dart- 
ingan angry regardat his miftrefs, and telling her, 
I: was forry fhe had put it out of my power to 
compliment her upon her invention, but at the 
expence, of her good nature and veracity.—Her 
admirer, whofe courage never. rofe.but in pro- 
portion to the ‘wine he had {wallowed,. inftead 
of refenting my addrefs in what is called an ho- 
nourable way,, threatened ta profecute me for an 
affault, and took witneffesaccordingly ; while fhe, 
piqued at his pylilanimousb¢haviouyr, and enraged 
at the farcafm I had uttered againft her, endea- 
voured sa make hex quarrel a publick caufe, = 
oi ) wep 
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wept aloud with fpite and vexation,—The tears 


of a lady could not fail of attra€ting the notice 
and concern of the {pe€tators, to whom fhe come. 


plained of my rudenefs, with great bitternefs, 
faying, if (he was a man I durft not ufe her fo. 


' The greateft part of the gentlemen, already 


prejudiced againft me, were offended at the li- 
berty I had taken, as appeared from their’ looks ; 
though none of them fignified their difguft any 
other way, except my Lord Quiverwit, whoven- 
tured to fay with a {neer, that I was in the right 
to eftablifh my own character, of which he had 
now no longer any doubt. Nettled at this fe- 
vere equivoque, which raifed a laugh at my ex- 
pence, I replicd with fome warmth, ‘‘ { am 
‘* proud of having in that particular got the 
‘© ftart of your lordfhip.”—He made no anfwer 
to my repartee, but with a contemptuous fmile, 
walked off, leaving me in a very ‘difagree- 
able fituation,—In vain did I make up to feveral 
people of my acquaintance, whofe converfation, I 
hoped, would banifh my confufion ; every body 
fhunned me like a perfon infected, and I fhould 
not have been able to bear my difgrace, had not 
the idea of the ever faithful and fond Narciffa 
come to my relief.—-I quitted the fcene of my 
mortification, and fauntering about the town, 
happened to wake from my contemplation, when 
I found myfelf juft oppofite to a toy-fhop, which 
I entered, and purchafed a ring fet with a ruby 
in the form of a heart, furrounded by diamond 
fparks, for which I paid ten guineas, intending’ 
it for a prefent to the charmer'of ‘my foul. 

. T was introduced, at the bour appointed, to this 
divine creature, who, notwithftanding what fhe 
had heard to my difadvantage, received me with 


the utmioft co ce-and tendernefs 5. and hav 
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_ ing been informed of the general fketches of my 
life, by Mifs Williams, expreffed..a defire of 
knowing the particular circumftances, which I 
related with great candour, omitting however, 
_ fome things which I concluded altogether impro- 
per for her ear, and which the reader’s reflection 
will eafily fuggeft.—As my ftory was little elfe 
than a recital of misfortunes, the tear of fympa- 
thy ceafed not to trickle from her inchanting eyes, 
during the whole of the narration, which when 
I had finifhed, fhe recompenfed me for my trouble, 
with the moft endearing proteftations of eternal 
love.———She bewailed her. reftri€ted condition, 
as it was the means of retarding my happinefs ; 
told me, that Lord Quiverwit, by her brother’s 
permiffion, had been to drink tea with her that 
veryafternoon, and actually propofed marriage; and 
fecing me extremely affected with this piece of in- 
formation, offered to give me a convincing proof 
of her affe@tion, by efpoufing me in private, and 
leaving the reft to fate.—I was penetrated with 
this inftance of her regard, but that I might noe 
be outdone in generofity, refifted the bewitching 
temptation, in confideration of her honour and 
intereft ; at the fame time, prefented my ring 
as a pledge of my inviolable attachment, and on 
my knees, implored heaven to fhower its curfes 
on my head, if ever my heart fhould entertain 
one thought unworthy of the paffion that I then 
- avowed. — She received my token, gave me in 
return her piGture in miniature, exquifitely drawn 
and fet in gold; and in the fame pofture called 
heaven to witnels and to judge her flame. —Our 
vows thus reciprocally breathed, a confidence of 
hope enfued, and our mutual fondnefs becoming 
as intimate as innocence would allow, I grew 
infenfible of the progrefs of time, and it was 

morn- 
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morning before I could tear myfelf from this 
darling of my foul !—My good angel forefaw 
what would happen, and prompted me to indulge 
myfelf on this ‘accafian, in confiderdtion of the 
fatal abfence I was dboimed td fuffer.: = * 
I went to bed immediately on my return tq 
my lodging, and having flept- about two hours, 
was waked by Strap, who, in great confufion, 
told me, there was a footman below with a let- 
ter for me, which he would deliver to no bods 
but myfelf.—Alarmed. at this piecé of news, 


defired: my friend to fhew him up to my cham- 


ber, and received a letter from him, which, he 
faid, required an immediate anfwer : Upon which 
Topened it, andread | YS 


“SIR, 
ae HEWN any man injures my honour, 
éc > let the difference of ‘rank between us be 
_ © ever fo great, I am: contentéd to wave the 
** privilege of my quality, and feck reparation 
“ from Rim on ‘équal terins.-'The ‘infolence 
“¢ of your teply to’ me yéfterday, ‘in the long- 
<S room, I might have overlooked, had -not 
¢* your prefumptive emulation in a much more 
“s 'interefting affair, and a difcovery which I: made 
“© this morning,’ coheurred in perfuading me to 
“© chaftife your audacity with rhy fword:——If 
“© you therefore, have inte énough to fupport 
@ the ‘character you affume, you will not fail 
© to follow the bearer immediately to a canye- 
‘© nient place, where you fhall be met by © 


Quiverwit. 
: Whether I was enervated by the love and 
favour of Narciffa, ot awed by the fupetior fta- 
ne tion 


or 
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tion of.my antagonift, I know not, but I never 
had lefs inclination to fight than at this time: 
However, finding there was a neceffity for vin- 
dicating the reputation of my miffrefs, as well as 
for afferting my own honour, I forthwith rofe, 
and dreffing in a hurry, put on my {word, bid 
Strap attend me, and“et out with my condu¢tor, 
curfing my bad fortune all the way, for havin 

been obferved' in my return from my a) 
for fo interpreted his lordfhip’s difcovery.— When 
I came within fight of my rival, his lacquey 
told me, he had orders to ftop ;, upon which, £ 
commanded Strap to halt’ alfo, while I. walked 
forward ; refolved, if poffible, to come to an ex- 
planation with my challenger, before we fhould 
come to battle.—-Nor was an opportunity want- 


ing; for I no fooner approached, than he afked 


with a ftern countenance, what bufinefs I had in 
Mr. Topehall’s garden, fo early in the morning, 
—¢ I' don’t know, my Lord, (faid 1) how ta 
“ anfwer a queftion put to me with fuch ma- 
«© pifterial haughtinéfs. — If. your lordthip will 
‘© pleafe to expoftulate calmly, you will have 
“ no caufe to repent of your condefcenfton— 
ot Otherwife, I am not to be intimidated into 
“* any confeffion.”— ‘* There’s no room for 
“© denial (anfweted he). I faw you come out 
‘© with my Own eyes.”—‘* Djd-any other per- 
© fon'fee me?” (faid I) —‘* I, neither know 
** nor care (faid he) ‘I wanf no other evidence 
‘© than that of my own fenfes.””—Pleafed to hear 
that the fufpicion was confined to him alone, I 
endeavoured to appeafe his jealoufy, by owning 


an intrigue with the iienia ae ea ; but he had. 
e 


too much difcernment to be fo eafily impofed 
upon, ‘and told me there was only one way to 
convince him of the truth of what I alledged ; 
4. Pen os ee .- Len ae ee ee ’ which 
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which was no other than renouncing all claim to 
Narciffa upon oath, and promifing upon honour, 
never to fpsak to her for the future.—Exaf- 
perated at this propofal, I unfheathed my fword, 
faying, ‘* Heavens! what title have you, or any 


«© man on earth, to impofe fuch terms on me!” . 


He did the fame, and making towards me with a 
contracted brow, faid I was avillain, and had 
difhonoured Narciffa.—‘* He’s a fcandalous vil- 
“¢ tain (I replied, in a tranfport of fury) who 
‘¢ brands me with that imputation! She is a. 
“<< thoufand times more chafte than the mother 
‘¢ who bore you; and I will affert her honour 
* with my heart’s blood !”—So faying, I rufh-. 
ed upon him with more eagernefs than addrefs, 
and endeavouring to get within his point, received 
a wound in my neck, which redoubled my rage. 
4—He excelled me in temper as well as in fkill, 
by which means he parried my thrufts with great’ 
calmnefs, until I had almoft exhaufted my fpi- 
fits ; and when: he perceived me beginning to. 


flag, attacked me fiercely in his turn. — Finding. 


himfelf however better oppofed than he expected, 
he refolved to follow his longe, and clofe with me; 


accordingly, his fword entered my waiftcoat,. 


on the fide of the breaft-bone, and running up 
between my fhirt and fkin, appeared over my 
left fhoulder : I imagined that his weapon had 
perforated my lungs, and of confequence, that 
the wound was mortal; therefore determined 
not to die unrevenged, I feized his fhell, which 
was Clofe to my breaft, before he could difintangle 
his point, and keep it faft with my left hand, 


fhortened my own {word with my right, intend- 


ing to run him through the heart ; but he re- 


ceived the thruft in the left arm, which pene- . 


trated up to the fhoulder-blade.—Difappointed in 
an this 


x 
et — a ee ee Teese — a Zee caanly i 
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this expe€tation, and afraid ftill that death 
would fruftrate my revenge, I grappled with him, 
and being much the ftronger, threw him upon 
the ground, where. I wrefted his fword out of his 
hand, and fo great was my confufion, inftead of 
turning the point upon him, ftruck out three of 
his fore-teeth with the hilt.—In the mean time, 
our fervants feeing us fall, run up to feparate and 


affift us; but before their approach, I was upon 


my feet, and had difcovered, that my fuppofed 
mortal wound was only a flight fcratch. The 
knowledge of my own fafety, difarmed me of a 
good deal of my refentment, and I began to en- 
quire with fome concern into the fituation of 
miy antagonift, who remained on the ground — 
bleeding plentifully at his mouth and arm.—I 
helped his footman to raife him, ‘and having 
bound up his wound with my handkerchief, af- 
fured him it was not dangerous ; I likewife re- 
ftored his fword, and offered to fupport him to 
his on houfe,—He thanked me, with an air of 
fullen dignity ; and whifpering to me, that I fhould 
hear from him foon, went away, leaning on his 
fervant’s fhoulder. 

I was furprized at this promife, which I con- 
ftrued into a threat, and refolved, if ever he 
fhould call me out again, to ufe whatever ad- 
vantage fortune might give me over him, in ano- 
ther manner. — In the mean time, I had leifure 
to take notice of Strap, who feemed quite ftupi- 
fied with horror; and (after having recovered him 
from his extafy, with an affurance that I had 
received no damage) to explain the nature of 
this affair as we walked homeward.—By that 
time I had got into my apartment, I found the 
wound in my neck ftiff and uneafy, and a good 
deal of clotted blood run down upon my oe 

pon 
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Upon which I pulled off my coat and waittcoat, 
and unbuttoned my collar, that I might dreG& it 
with more eafe.—My friend no fooner perceived 
my fhirt quite dyed with blood, than imagining I 
had got at Ieaft twenty dreadful wounds, he cried, 
“© © Jefus !’’ and fell flat on the floor.—I ftope 
the bleeding with q little dry lint, and applying a 
plaifter over it, cleaned myfelf from the gore, 
fhifted and dreffed, while he lay fenfelefs at my 
feet ; fo that when he recovered, and faw mé 
perfectly well, he could fcarce believe his own 
eyes.—Now that the danger was paft, I was 
very well pleafed with what had happened, which 
Idid not doubt, would foon become known, 
and confequently dignify my character not a 
little in this place.—I was alfo proud of having 
fhewn myfele in fome fhape, worthy of the love 
of Narcifla, who, I was perfuaded, would not 
think the-worfe of me for what I had done, 


CHAP. 
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.CHAP, LX. 


I am vifited ‘ty Freeman, with whom T ap- 
ear in public, end ai carefed —-— am 
Sent for by Lord Quiverwit, whofe prefence 
I quit in a paffon —— Narciffa is carried 
off by her brother-—-I intend to purfue bim, 
ani. am difjuaded by my friend——engage in | 
play, and lofe all my money — fet out for 
London — try my fortune at the gaming: 
table, without fuccefs—receive a letier froris 

~ Narciffa-— dilk' my taylor, 


@ a 5 : ‘ 
WHILE I entertained myfelf with thefe 
reflections, the news of this duel being 
communicated by fome unknown channel, {prea 
all over the town. — I was vifited by Freeman, 
who teftified his furprize at finding me, having 
been told, that Lord Quiverwit being dead of 
his wounds, I had abfconded, in order to avoid 


‘the cognizance of the law. I afked if people 


gueffed the occafton of the quarrel ; and under- 
ftanding it was attributed to his lordfhip’s re- 
fentment of my reply in the Long-room, con- 
firmed that conjecturé, gtad to find Narciffa un- 
fufpected. -- My friend, after I had affured him 
that my antagonift was in no danger, wifhed mé 
joy of the event, than which, he faid, nothing 
could happen more opportunely to fupport the 
idea he had giveri of my character, to his friends, 
ne aif { <0 among 


264 The Adventures of 
among whom he had been very affiduous in my 
behalf, | ys ee, 
~ On the ftrength of this affurance, I went with 
him to the coffee-houfe where I was faluted by 
a great many of thofe very perfons, who fhun- 
ned me the preceding day.—And I found every 
body making merry with the ftory of Melinda’s 
French gallant—W hile I remained in this place, 
received a meflage from Lord Quiverwit, de- 
firing, if I was not engaged, to fee me at his 
houfe. ae : 
_ Thither I immediately repaired, and was con- 
ducted to an apartment. where I was received 
by his lordfhip.in bed,—-Being left by ourfelves, 
he thanked me in very polite terms, for having 
ufed the advantage fortune had given me over 
him, with fuch moderation ; and. afked’ pardon 
for any offence his refentment might have 
prompted him to commit.—*“‘ I would willingly, 
‘© (faid he) make you. my friend ; but as it is 
‘‘ impoffible for me to diveft myfelf. of my 
‘* paffion for Narciffa, I am too well convinced 
** of your fentiments, to. think we. fhall ever 
** agree on that fubject. I took the liberty, 
** therefore, of fending for you, in order to own 
“* candidly, that I cannot help oppofing your 
*S fuccefs with that young lady; though at 
‘© the fame time, I promife to regulate my op- 
£* -pofition by the dictates of juftice and honour: 
‘* This, however, I think proper to advertife you 
‘© of, that’ fhe has no independant fortune, and if 
you fhould even fucceed in yout. addrefles, you 
would -have the mortification to. fee her re- 
duced to indigence, .unlefs you have’ where- 
** withal to fupport her—And [ am credibly in- 
‘* formed. of your incapacity: that way—Nay, 
eae ~  & J will 
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fled with Narciffa, a“ that I muft retrieve 
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** F willconfe(s, that urged by this confideration, 
** T have actually fent notice to -her brother, of 
** the progrefs I fufpeét you have made in her 
“* affection, and defired him to take his pre- 
‘* cautions accordingly.’’ Alarmed and pro- 
voked at this information, I told his lordfhip, 
that I did not-fee how he could reconcile that 
piece of conduét with his profeffion of open 
dealing, and flung away from him in a paffion. _ 

As I walked homeward, in hopes of hearing 
from my miftrefs as ufual by means of Mifs 
Williams, I was furprized with the waving of a 
handkerchief, from the window of a coach and © 
fix that pafled by me at full fpeed; and upon 
further obfervation, I fawa fervant on horfe-back 
riding after it, who, I knew by his livery, be- 
longed to the Squire.—Thunderftruck with this 
difcovery, the knowledge of my misfortune 
tufhed all at once upon my reflection! I gueffed 
immediately that the fignal was made by the 
dear hand of Narcifla, who being hurried away 
in confequence of Lord Quiverwit’s meflage ta 
her brother, had no other method of relating 
her diftrefs, and imploring my affiftance. 
Frantick with this conjeture, I run to my 
lodging, fnatched my piftols, and ordered Strap 
to get poft-horfes, with fuch incoherence of 
Tpeech and diforder, that the poor valet, terrified 


‘with the fufpicion of another duel, inftead of 


providing what I defired, went forthwith to 


Freeman, who being informed of my be- 


haviour, came ftreight to my apartment, and 
conjured me fo pathetically to acquaint him 
with the caufé’ of my -uneafinefs, that I 
could not refufe to tell him my happinefs was 


her 
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her or perifh. He reprefented the madnefs of 
fuch ah undertaking, and endeavoured to divert 
me from it with great ftrength of friendfhip and 
reafon: But all his arguments would have been 
ineffe€tual, had he not put me in mind of the 
dependance I ought to have on the love of Nar. 
cits, and attachment of her maid, which could 
grot fail of finding opportunities enow to adver-— 
tife me of their fituation ; and at the fame tite, 
demonftrated the injury my charmer’s reputation 
muft fuffer from my precipitate retreat. I was 
convinced and compofed by thefe confiderations : 
I appeared in publick with an air of tranquility, 
‘was well received by the beft company in town, 
and my misfortune taking air, condoled accord- 
ingly; while I had the fatisfaction of deeing 
Melinda fo univerfally difcountenanced, that fhe 
was fain to return to Loridon, in order to avoid 
the f{coffs and cenfure of the ladies at Bath.-~ 
But though the hope of hearing from the darling 
Of my foul fupported my fpirits a little while, 
I began to be very uneafy, when at the.end of 
feveral weeks, I found that expectation difap- 
pointed.—In fhort, melancholy and defpondence 
took poffeffion of my foul ; and repinirig at that 
providence, which by acting the {tépmother’ to- 
wards me, kept me from the fruitjon of: rag 
wifhes, I determined, in a‘fit of defpair, to 
risk al] had at the gaming table, with a view of 
acquiring a fortune fafficient fo render: me inde- 
pendant for life; or of plunging mylelf into 
fuch a ftate of mifery, as would effectually crufh 
every ambitious hope that ‘now ‘tortured my 
jmagination. r 
Actuated by this fatal refolution, I engaged in. 
play, and after fome turns of fortune, found ? 7 
City 


~ 
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felf, at the ehd of three days, worth a thaufand 
pounds; but it was not my intention to ftop 
there, for which caufe I kept Steap ignorant of 
my fuccefs, and continued my career, until. 
"was reduced to five guineas, which I would have 
hazarded alfo, bad I mot heen: afhamed to fall 
from a bett of two hundred pounds to fuch 2 
petty {um.. . 

_ Having: thus:execasted my fcheme, I went 


dhome, .amazed'to find myfelf fo much at cafe, 


and informed my friend Strap of :my mifchance, 


. with fach calmnefs, that he imagining I joked, 


affeted to receive the tidings with great equani- 
snity.—+-But boti: he and [found ourfelveamiftaker 
very foon.— [had mifinterpreted my own ftupidity 


‘inte delitserate refignation, and. he had -reafon to 


-believe mre in earneft, ‘when he faw me next 
amorning agitated with the moft violent defpair,. 
which he: endeavoured to alleviate with all the 
confolation in his power. 

In one of my lucid intervals, however, I 
charged him to .take a place in the-flage. coach 
‘for Londoa ; and in the mean time, pay’d mry 
rdebts in Bath, ~vhich amounted to thirty fhellings 
-only,—+- Without : taking: leave : of my friends I 
embarked, Strap having the good fortune to find 
i return-horfe, and arrived in town, withant 
having met with any thing remarkable on the 
“road ;:fave that,: while we cerafled Bapfhot Heath, 
1d wasifeiged oe ee to retrieve 
my foetane, iby laying paflengers under contri- 
Bunions ih fome {uch plade.-—My thoughts werefo 
-cisqumfanced. at this time, that I fhould have 
digefed the crime of robbery, fo righteaufly had 


ud concerted. my.plan, oo my life in the 
oi 2 


execution 


_§ are indebted to me for that fum.”?— 
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execution, had I not been deterred by refleGing 
upon the infamy thatattends deteCtion. ot 
The apartment I formerly lived in being un- 

engaged, I took poffeffion of it,. and next day 
went in queft of Banter, who received me with 
open arms, in expectation of having his band dif- 
charged to his liking: But when he. underffood 
what had happened, his countenance changed 
of a fudden, and he told'‘me, -with:a drynefs of 


difpleafure peculiar to himfelf, that if he was in- 


my place, he would put it out of fortune’s power 
to play him fuch another trick, and. be. avenged 
of his own indifcretion at once.—W hen I defired 
-him to explain his meaning, .he pointed to his 
neck, raifed himfelf on: his: tip-toes, and was 
going away without any further ceremony, when 
put him in mind of my indigence,: and de- 
manded the five guineas I had formerly lent him. 
$6 Five guineas! (cried he) Zounds! had you 
‘¢ aéted with common prudence you might have 
‘* had twenty thoufand in. your pocket by this 
“¢ time. — I depended upon five hundred from 
** you, as mach if I had had notes for it in 
“* she bank ; and by all the rules of equity, you 
4 was nei- 

ther pleafed nor convinced by this .computation, 
aid infifted on my right with fuch determined 
obftinacy, that he was fain to alter his tone, 
and appeafe my. clamour, by-affaring me, that 
he was not mafter of five fhillings.—Society in 
diftrefs, generally promotes good underftanding 
anong people ;_ frem being a.dun, . I defcended 
to be a client, andafked his.advice. about repait- 
ing my loffes.—Hecounfelled me to have recourfe 
again to the gaming table, where are 

; . : ; oe) 
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fo well before, and to put myfelf in a condition, 
by felling my watch.—I followed his dire€tions, 


- and having accommodated ‘him with a few 


pieces, went to the plate, where I loft every 
fhilling. oe Ss | 

I returned to my lodgings full of defperate re- 
folution, and having made Strap acquainted with 
my fate, ordered him to pawn my fword im- 
mediately, that-I might be enabled to make a- 
nother effort. — This: affe€tionate creature no 
dooner underftood my purpofe, than feized with 
infuppreffible forrow at the profpect of my mi- 


‘fery, he burft into-tears, and afked what I. pro. 


pofed to do after the {mall fum he cauld raife on 
the fword fhould.be fpent : ‘6. On my. own ac- 
*© count (faid he). I am. quite unconcerned; for 
‘° while God fpares me health and thefé ten fingers, 


© I canearna comfortable fubfiftence any where ; 


‘* but what muft become of you, who have lefs 
<* humility to ftoop, and more appetites to gra- 
‘© tify.”’—Here I interrupted him, by faying, with 
a gloomy afpect, I could never want a refource 
ewhile Thada loaded piftol in. poflefion.—Stupified 
with horror, at this dreadful infinuation, he ftood 
mute for fome time, and then broke out into 
S* God of his infinite mercy enable you to with- 


“© fland that.temptation of the devil !—confider 


‘© your iovmortal foul — there’s no repentance 
S© in the grave |—O Lord !. that ever it fhould 


<*© dome to this—Are we not-enjoined to refign 
.* ourfelves to the will of heaven?—where is 
‘S© your -patience’—-Durum patientia frango— 


«* you are but a young man—there may be many 


'S§ good things in ftore for youmaccidit in punéo, 
©5 guid nen fperatur in anno —semember your 
M 


3 ¢ uncle, 
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<* uncle, Mr. Bowling ; perhaps he ® now Or: his 
“¢ voyage homeward, pleafing himfelf with' the 
<° hopes of finding and relieving you—nay, per- 
‘¢ adventure he is already arrived, the fhip was 
<S expected about this tinte.”—A ray of hope 
Shot athwart the darknefs.of my foul, at this 
fuggeftion ; I thanked my friend for his feafonable 
recollection, andafter having promifed to take 
no refolution till his return, difmifled.him to 
Wapping for intelligence, wee 

| In his abfenice I was:vifrted' by Banter, who 
being informed-of my bad luek at play, told me, 
ahat fortune would probably beone day weary of 
perfecuting me, ** In the meantime, (faid he) 
« here’sa letter for you, which I receiv’d juft now 
“© inclofed in onefrom Freeman.”—I f{natched it 
with eagernefs, and knowing the fuperfesiption 
to be of Narciffa’s hand-writing, kitted. it with. 
tranfpott, and having opened it, rea. 


¥e I T ie with greatdifiicuky, that Lhave-ficlen: 

«° “ from the obfervation of. thofe: {pies who 
<* are fet over me, this opportunity of telling. 
“© you, that I was. fuddenly carried away from. 
** Bath, by my brother, ‘who was. informed of 
“© oar correfporidentce by Lord Quiverwit, whont, 

‘© T fince underftand,;, you have wounded ih 
- “a duel on my account.——As. I am. fully 
§© convinced of your honour and. love, I hope 
‘< I fhrall never heas of fuch defperate proofs 
4S of either. for the fature.—I am fo -firectly 
“* watched, that it will be impoffible for you to 
‘¢ foe me, until my’ brother’s fufpiciom fhail 
*° abate, ‘or heaven contrive. fome other ey 
be wai Dae FE 7 «S. een, 


os 
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© feen event in our, behalfi—In the mean time, 
ce be may depend on. theconftancy and affection 
6¢ , | 
sue QO 


Your own 
 NABCISSA. | 


« PS, Mifs Williams, who is my fellow pri- 

_ © foner,’ defires to be remembered to you 
«< —-We are both in good health, and only 
‘¢ in pain for you, efpecially, as it will be 
<¢ impracticable for you to convey any mef{~ 
“ fage or letter to the place of our con- 

. 4. finement ——= for which reafon, pray 
-S defiftfrom theattempt, that by mifcarry~ 
‘S ing muft prolong our captivity. 


N——. 


This kind. letter afforded me great confola- 
tion: I commuhicated it to Banter, and at the 
fame time, fhewed him her picture: He ap- 
proved her beauty and good fenfe, and could not 
help owning, that my neglect of Mifs Snapper 
was excufable, when fuch a fine creature en- 
grofled my attention. 

I began to be reconciled to my fate, and ima- 
gined, that if I could contrive means of fubfift- 
ing until my uncle fhould arrive, in cafe he was 
not already at home, that he would enable me 
to do fomething effectual in behalf of my love. 
and fortune I therefore confulted Banter 
about a prefent fupply, who no fooner under- 
ftood: that I had credit with a taylor, than he 
‘advifed me to take off two or three pies | 


M 4 
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rich cloaths and convert them into cafh, by fell- 
ing them at half price, toa falefman in Mon- 
mouth-ftreet.—I was a little ftartled at his pro- 
pofal, which I thought favoured a little of fraud ; 
but he rendered it palatable, by obferving, that in 
a few months, I might be in a condition to do 
every body juftice ; and in the mean time, I was 
acquitted by the honefty of my intention — I 
fuffered myfelf to be perfuaded by his falvo, 
by which my neceffity, rather than my judgment, 
was convinced; and when I found there were 
‘no accounts of the fhip in which my uncle em- 
‘barked, a€tually put the fcheme in practice, and 
_ vaifed by it, five and twenty guineas, paying him 
‘fur his advice with the odd five. 


— 
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Lam arrefied—carried to the Marfbalfea— 
find my old acquaintance beau Fackfon in 
that jail—be informs me of bis adventures 
—Strap arrives, and with difficulty is com- 
forted — Fackfon introduces me to a pott— 
I admire bis converfation and capacity—am 
desply affetied with my misfortune—Strap 
hires bimfelf as a journeyman-barber. 


B U T this expedient was in a few weeks at- 
tended with a confequence I did not forefee : 
a player having purchafed one of the fuits which 
were expofed to fale, appeared in it on the ftage 
onenight, while my taylor unfortunately happen- 
ed to be prefent.—He knew it immediately, and 
enquiring minutely into the affair, difcovered my 
_whole contrivance: upon which he came to m 
lodgings, and telling me that he was very mu 
ftraitened for want of money, prefented his bill, 
which amounted to 50 /.—Surprized at this un- 
expected addrefs, I affected to treat him cava- 
lierky, fwore fome oaths, asked if he doubted 
_ my honour, and, telling him I fhould takecare who 
I deale with for the future, bid him come again 
in three days.--He obeyed me punctually, de- 
. manded his money, and finding himfelf amufed 
with bare promifes, arrefted me that very day in 
the ftreet.— I was not much fhocked at this ad- 
venture, which, indeed, refcued me from a hor- 
—— | M 5 rible 
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vifit. I refufed to go toa fpunging-houfe, where 
I had heard there was nothing but the moft fla- 
grantimpofition ; and a coach being called, I was. 
carried to the Marfhalfea, attended by a bailiffand 
his follower, who'wete very much difappointed 
and chagrinedat my refolution. —s_ 

The turnkey guefling, from my appearance, 
‘that Fhad got money in my pocket, received: 
me with the repetition of the Latin word degone, 
and gave me to underftand, that I muft pay be- 
fore-hand for the apartment I fhould chufe to 
dwell in.— I defired to fee his conveniencies, 
and hired a fmall, paultry bed-chamber, for a 
€town a week, which, in any othe? place, would: 
not have let at cighteenepence.——-Havwing taken 

ffeffion of this difmal habitation, I fent for 

trap, ahd my thoughts were buffed ih collectidg 
matter of conflation to that faithful {quire, when. 
fomebody knocked at my door, which I no 


foonet opened,. than a young fellow entered, in. 


very fhabby cloaths, and marvellous. fouNinnen. 
“After a low bow, he called me by my Rare. 
ard asked if I’had-forgot him. His vaice affifted: 
‘me in-recollecting this perfon, whom.I foon re- 
cognized td be my old acquaintance beau Jackiont,. 
“of whom mention is mate in the fimt part ef 
iy rhemoirs.— | faluted him, expreffed my fa 
tisfa@tion at finding him alive, ‘and condoled 
with him on his prefent fituation; which, hew- 
‘ever, did not feem to affe&t him much, for he. 
laughed very heartily at the occafion of our meet- 
ing fo unexpectedly in this place. After oar 
mutual compliments were over, I enquired about 
‘his arhour with the lady of fertune, which feem/’d 
to be fo near an happy-conclufion when F had the: 
pleafure of feeing him laft: ‘and after an immode- 
“rate At of laughter, he. gave me. to saat 


I 


zm: 
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that he had been egregioufly bit in that affair.— 
“You muft know, (faid he) that a few days 
“after our adventure with the bawd and her. 
“ b—ches, I found means to be married to that 
“* fame fine lady you fpeak of, and paffed the 
“* night with her at her lodgings, fo much to 
“Sher fatisfation, that early in the morning,. 
© after a good deal of fniveling and fobbing, fhe: 
‘ owned, that fo far from being an heirels of: 


- “©apreat fortune, fhe was no other than a com 


-**mon woman of the town, who had decoyed. 
<* me into matrimony, in order to enjoy the pri-. 
© vilege of a femme couverte ; and that, unlefs: 
~*€T made my efcape immediately, I fhould be- 
6 arrefted for a debt of her contracting, by bai- 
"$6 Jiffs employed and inftructed for. that purpofe. 
'€¢ —Startled at this intimation, I got up ina. 
*6 twinkling, and taking leave of my fpoufe withs ° 
© feveral hearty damns, got fafe into the verge 
“© of the court; where I kept {nug, until I was. 
‘* appointed furgeon’s mats.of a man of war at. 
‘© Portfmouth ; for which place I fet out onas 
*¢-Sunday, .went on board of my fhip, in which. 

“ T failed to the Straits, where I had the goad: 
*< fortune to be made furgeon of a floop that: 
“6©-came home. in a few months.after, and was: 
*¢ put out of commiffion : whereupon I came to- 

"6 London, imagining myfelf forgotten and freed: 
“© from my wife and herereditors ;. but had not: 
“been in town a.wegk before I. was arrefted< 

“ foradebt of he’s, amounting to 2d/, and: 

¢* brought tq this place,. where I bave been fixed: 

‘© by another action fince that time.—However, , 

<< you know my. difpofition;. I defy care and: 

“* anxiety 3 and being on the half-pay lift;. make - 

“ fhift to live here tolerably aly.” =~] gangra-- 

. ulated hinr.on. his Pe Phys. ane 
1.6. z 


’ 


256 The Adventures of 


‘that I was in his debt, repay’d the money he 


formerly lent me, which, I believe, was far 
from being unfeafonable. I then enquired about 
the oeconomy of the place, which he explained 
to my fatisfation ; and after we had agreed to 
mefs together, he was juft going to give orders 
for dinner when Strap arrived. 

~ Enever in my life faw forrow fo extravagantly 
expreffed in any countenance, as in that of my 


_honeft friend, which was, indeed, particularly 


adapted by nature for fuch impreffions,—Being 
left by ourfelves, I communicated to him my 
difafter, and endeavoured to confole him with 
the fame arguments he had formerly ufed to 
‘me, withal reprefenting the fair chance I had 
of being relieved, in a fhort time, by Mr. 
Bowling.—But his grief was unutterable ; he 
feemed to give attention without liftening, and 
wrung his hands in filence; fo that I was in a 
fair way of being infected with his behaviour, 
when (pare returned, and perceiving the de- 
ference I payed to Strap, altho’ in a footman’s 
habit, diftributed his crumbs of comfort with fuch 
mirth, jollity and unconcern, that the fea- 
tures of the diftreffed fquire relaxed by degrees, 
he recovered the ufe of fpeech, and begun to be 
a little more reconciled to this lamentable event. 
— We dined together om boiled beef and greens, 
brought from a cook’s fhop in the neighbour- 
hood: and altho’ this meal was ferved up ina 
manner little correfponding with the {phere of 
lifein which I had lately lived, I made a virtue 
of neceflity, eat with good appetite, and treated 
my friends with a bottle of wine, which had the 
defired effect, of increafing the good humour of 
amy fellow-prifoner, and exhilerating the pe 

es a 
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of Stjap, who now talked of my misfortune en 
Cavalier. | | 


After dinner Jackfon left us to our private af- 
fairs ; when I defired my friend to pack up all 


‘our things, and carry them to fome cheap lodg- 


ing he fhould chufe for himfelf in the neighbour- 
hood of the Marfhalfea, after he had difcharged 
my lodging, for which I gave him money.— I 
likewile recommended to him the keeping my 


‘misfortune fecret, and faying to my landlord; or 


any other who fhould enquire for me, that I 
‘was gcne into the country for a few weeks: at 


the fame I laid {trong Injunctions upon him to 


call every fecond day upon Banter, in cafe he 


‘fhould receive any letters for me from Narciffa, 


by the canal of Freeman; and by all means to 
leave a direction for himfelf, at my uncle’s lodg- 
ings in Wapping, by whichI might be found 


when my kinfman fhould arrive. 


When he departed to execute thefe orders, 
(which, by the bye, were pundtually perform’d 
that very night) I found myfelf fo little feafoned 
to my fituation, that I dreaded reflection, and 


fought fhelter from it in the company of the 


beau, who, promifing to regale me with a leCture . 
upon tafte, conducted me to the common fide, ‘ 
where! faw a number of naked miferable wretches 
affembled together. — We had not been here 

many minutes, when a figure appeared, wrapped | 


jinadirty rug, tied about his loins with two pieces 


of lift, of different colours, knotted together; « 
having a black bufhy beard, and his head co- 


~vered witha huge mafs of brown periwig, which 


feemed to have been ravifhed from the crown of 
fomé fcare-crow.— This apparition, ftalking in 
with great folemnity, made a profound bow to 


the audience, whe dignified their approbation by 


=» 


a general 


e 
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a general refponfe of ‘* How d’ye dd, dottor?”” 
He then turned towards us, and honoured’ Jack- 
fon with a particular falutation : upon which my 
friend, in a.formal manner, introduced him to 
me, by the name of Mr. Melopoyn.—This ce-- 
remony being over, he advanced into the middle 
of the congregation, which crowded around him, 
and hemming three times, to my utter aftonith- 
ment, pronounced with great fignificance of voice 
and gefture, avery elegant and ingenious dif-. 
courfe upon the difference between genius and. 
tafte, illuftrating his affertions with apt quotations 
from the beft authors, ancient as well as: modern. 
When he had finifhed his harangue, which lafted: 
a fullhour, he bowed again to the fpectators ;. 
not one of whom (I was informed) underftood 


{9 much asa fentence of what he uttered. They 


manifefted, however, their admirationand efteem. 
by voluntary.contribution, which, Jackfon told. 
me, one week with another, amounted to eigh- 
teen pence.—This moderate ftipend, together. 
with fome fmall prefents that he received for. 
making up differences, and deciding caufes a- 
mongft the prifoners, juft enabled him to breathe: 


and walk about in the grotefque figure Fhave- 


defcribed.— I underftood alfo, that he was an- 
excellent poet, and had compofed’ a tragedy,. 
which was allowed by every body who had feer: 


it, to bea performance of great merit; that his- 
learning was infinite, his morals unexceptionable, . 


and his modefty invincible.——Such a character 


‘could not fail of attracting my regard; I-.longed 


impatiently to be hetter acquainted. with him, 
and defired Jackfon would engage him to. fpend. 
the evening in my apartment, | My requef was 


granted, he favoured us with his campany, and. 
4m the.courle of dur.conyerfation,. Perceiving that | 


wot 


a en « 
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I had a ftrong paffion for the Belle Lettres, ac— 
quitted himfelf fo-well on that fubjeét, that I ex- 
prefied a fervent defire of feeing his: produ@ions.—. 


_In this. toowke gratified my inclination :--he. 


promiféd to. bring his tragedy to my room: next 

day, and in the mean time, entertained me with 

fome detach’d pieces, which gave me a very ad- 

vantageous idea.of his poetical talent.—Among: 
ether things I was particularly pleafed with fome 
elegies, in imitation of Tibullus; one of which 

5 beg leave to fubmit to the reader, as.a fpecimen. 
of his complexion and capacity. 


tr 
Here noware all my flatt’ting dreamsofjoy ? 


 Moenimia, give my foul:her wonted reft ;-—. 
Since firft thy beauty fix’d my roving eye, 


Heaszt-gnaying cares corrode my penfive breaft !. 


I. 


Lee happy lovery fy whore pleafures ealk, . 
Wich led 


ive fongs beguile the fleeting.hour;: » 
I 


Lead. beauty thro’ the mazes of the ball, . 


@e prefs her wanton in love’s rofeate bow’r.. 
a TR oe 


‘For me, no-moreT’l! range the empurpled mead, 
. Where fhepherds pipe, and virgins dance:around; 
- Nor wander thro’ the woodbine’s fragrant fhade,_ 
“Te. hear thesmufie of the grove sefound...... 


TVG: 
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MV. = 
L'll feck fome lonely church, or deeary hall, © 
Where fancy paints the glimm’ring taper blue, - 
Where damps hang mould’ring on the ivy’d wall, 
And fheeted ghofts drink up. the midnight dew : 


V. 


There leagu’d with hopelefs anguifh and defpair, 
A-while in filence o’er my fate repine ; 
Then, with a long farewel to love and care, © 
To kindred duft my weary limbs confign. 


| VIL 
Wilt thou, Monimia, fhed a gracious tear‘: 
On the cold grave where all my forrows reft? 
Wilt thou ftrew flow’rs, applaud my love fincere, 
And bid the turf lie light upon my breaft! 


I was wonderfully affected with this pathetic 
comphint, which feem’d fo well calculated for 
my own difappointment in love, that I could nat 
help attaching the idea of Narcifla to the name 
of Monimia, and of forming fuch melancholy 
prefages of my paffion, that I could not recover 
my tranquility ; and was fain to have recourfe to 
the bottle, which’ prepared me‘for a profound: 
fleep that I could not otherwife have enjoyed. 
— Whether thefe impreffions invited and intro- 
duced a train of other melancholy reflections, or 

my 
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my fortitude was all exhaufted in the effort I made 
againft defpondence, the firft day of my impri- 
fonment, I cannot determine ; but I awaked in 
the horrors, and found my imagination haunted 
with fuch difmal apparitions, that I was ready to 
defpair ; — and believe the reader will own, that 
T had no great caufe to congratulate myéelf, 
‘when I confidered my fituation.—I was inter- 
rupted in the midft of thefe gloomy apprehen- 
fions by the arrival of Strap, who contributed 
not a little to the re-eftablifhment of my peace, 
by letting me know that he had hired himfelf as 
a journeyman barber ; by which means he would 
, Not only fave me a confiderable expence, -but 
even make fhift to lay up fomething for my fub- 
fiftence after my money fhould be fpent,- in cafe 
I fhould not be relieved before. , 


| SA AAT RR 
| CHAP. LXIL | 


L vead Mbelopoyn’s tragedy, and conceive a 
vaft opinion of bis genius mmm he recounts 
bis adventures. | | 


WH ILE we eat our breakfaft together, I 

_ acquainted him with thecharaéter and con- 
dition of the poet, who came in with his play at 
that inftant, and imagining we were engaged about 
bufinefs, could not be prevailed upon to fit ; 
but leaving his performance, went away. — My 
friend’s tender heart was melted at the fight of 


a gentleman and Chriftian (for he had a great ve- 
| ; neration 


-the opening gradualand engaging ; the Tecsxt]ssae. 
affeGing : Ii 
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neration for bath thefe epithets) in-fuch mafery +: 
and affented with great chearfulnefs to a propofal 
I made of cloathing him with our: fuperfuities 5 
a.tafk with which he charged himfelf, and der 
parted immediately to perform it. . | 
. He was no fooner gone, tham I.lecked my — 
doos and. fat dewn to the tragedy, which I read 
to theend with vait pleafure, not a little amazed at 
the conduct of the managers-who had rejected it. 
—The fable, in my opinion was well chofen, 
and natwally conduéted, the incidents interedt- 
ing, thechasacter beautifully. contrafted, ftrongly 
marked; and well fupported ; the diGion- poeti- 
cal, fpizited and correa ; the unitiesof the drams 
Rogintained with the moft {crupulous exadiness ; 
furprizing, and the. ca , 1 Ta: 
fhort, I judged it by the laws of Ariftotle and 
-“Harace, and could find nething iniitexceptionsble, 


‘but-a little too much embellifhment in fome few 


laces, which objection he removed to my fatif- 
ion, by @ quotation from Ariftotle’s poetics, 
importing, that the leaft interefting parts of a 
[poem ought to he raifedand dignified by the charms 
and energy of diction.” 7 , 
I revered his genius, ‘and was feized with an 
eager curiolity to know the particular events of 
a-fortune fo unworthy of his merit.—At that in- 


‘ftant Strap returned with a bundle. of elogths, 
-which I fent with my compliments to-Mr. Me- 
‘lopoyn, as.a fmall-token-of: my regard, and de- 


fired the favour of his company to dinner.—He 
accepted my prefent and invitation, and in lefs. 
than half an.hour made his appearance-in a decent 


-drefs, which altered his figure very much to his 


a 


‘advantage.—TI perceived: by hiscountenance, that 


his 
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his heart wasbig withgratitude, and endeavoured 
to'prevent his acknowledgments, by afking par- 
don for the liberty I had-:taken; he made no 
reply, but with an-afpe& full of admiration and 
efteem, bowed to the ground, while the tears- 
gefhed from his eyes, Affected withthefefy mp- 
toms of an ingenuous Mind, I fhifted theconver+ 
fation from this fubjeét, and complimented him 
on his performance, which I aflured him, afforded 
me-infinite pleafure.-—My approbation made him. 
happy ; dinner being ferved, and Jackfon arrived,. 
d begged their permiffien for Strap to fit at table 
veith us, after having informed ‘them, that hewas 
2: perfon to whom I was extremely obliged ; 
they were kind enough to grant that favour, and 
we eat together with great hamony and fatise 
fa&tion. ae | | 
¢ Ovr meal being ended,. I expreffed my. wonder 
at:the little regard Mr,. Melopoyn:had met: with: 
from the world ; and fsgnified a defire of hearing 
how he: had: been treated by the managers of the 
play-houfes,. tawhom, I underffood‘from Jacke 
‘fon, be:had affesed:his tragedy, without fucceds, 
~—SS There is fo little. entertaining in the inci- 


_“ dents of my life (faid he) that I am fure the 


“ recital will not recompence your attention ; but 
.*© fince youdifcover an inclinatian to know them, 
“ T undesftand'my. duty: teo well to difappoint 
S-vour defirege. . 


M Y father, who was a curate in the country, 

“Y= being by she narrownets of his. circum- 
ftances, hindred from. maintaining me at the uni- 
werfity, took thechargeof my education upon 
-himfelf, ana laboured with fuch induftry and: 
€oncern in the undertaking, that Fhad littlecaufe 
“wo regret the: want. of publick mafters.~~Being, 


at 
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at great pains to confult my natural byafs, he 
difcovered in.me betimes, an- inclination for 
poetry ; upon which he recommended to me an 
intimate acquaintance with the clafficks, in the 


cultivation of which, he affifted me with paternal 


‘and arrived in town, ,where’l hired- an: apart- 


geal and uncommon erudition. — When he 
thought me fufficiently acquainted with the an- 


cients, he directed my ftudies to the beft modern 
_ authors, French and Italian as well as Englith, 


and laid a particular injunction upon me, to make 
mytelf mafter of my mother tongue. 

About the age of eighteen, I grew ambitious 
of undertaking a work of fome confequence; 
and with my father’s approbation, actually plan- 
med the tragedy you have read; but ‘before I 
had finifhed four aéts, that indulgent parent died, 
and left my mother and me in very indigent 


‘circumftances.—A near relation aig 


our diftrefs, took us into his. family, where 

brought my fable to a conclufion ; and foon after, 
‘my mother quitted this life. — When. my forrow 
for this melancholy.event had fubfided, I told 
my kinfman, who was a farmer, that having 
paid my laft duty to my parent, I had now no 
attachment to detain me in. the country, and 


therefore was refolved to fet out for London, and 


offer my play to the ftage, where I. did not doubt 
of acquiring a large fhare of fame as well as 
fortune ; in which cafe I fhould not: be unmind- 
ful of my friends and benefaétors.—My coufin 
was ravifhed with the profpect of my felicity, and 
willingly contributed towards the. expence of fit- 
ting me out for my expedition, «Csi 
Accordingly, I took a place in t > 
ment in a garret, ‘willing to’ live ‘as: fragajly as 
poffible, until I fhould know: what 1 bad 0 


Se 


eemaemeremniianinn a mmm, armen Se 


ahat very day, when it would be proper for 
ae : ma 
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pect from the manager, to whom I intended to 
offer my play.—For though I looked upon my- 
felf as perfectly fecure of a good reception, ima- 
gining that.a patentée would be as eager to re- 
ceive, as I to prefent my production ; I did not -- 
know whether. or not he might be pre-engaged 
in favour of another‘author, which would cer- 


tainly retard-my fuccefs, —On this confideration 


too, I determined to be fpeedy in my application, 
and even to wait upon one of the managers, the 
very next day. For this purpofe, I enquired of 


‘my landlord, if he knew where either, or both 


of them lived ; and he being curious to know my 
bufinefs, and at the fame time, appearing to be 
a very. honeft friendly man (a tallow-chandler) 
I made him acquainted with my defign ; uponwhich 
he told me,.that I went the wrong way to work ; 


‘that I would not find fuch eafy accefs toa manager 
‘as I-imagined.; and that if I delivered my per- 


formance without proper recommendation, it 
would be as one toa thoufand if ever it fhould 
be minded. —‘* Take my advice, (faid he) and - 


€© ‘your bufinefs is done. —One of the patentees - 


‘© is a good catholick, as lam, and ufes the fame 


© father who confefles me.—I will make you 


<<. acquainted with this good prieft, who is an 


‘© excellent:fcholar, and if he fhould approve of — 
_& your play, his recommendation will go a great _ 


“© way in determining Mr. Supple to bring it on 
‘© the ftage.”” —-.I applauded his expedient, and 
was introduced to the friar, who having perufed 
the tragedy, was pleafed to fignify his approba- 
tion, andcommended me in particular, for hav- 
ang vane -all refletions upon - religion.—He 


- promifd to ufe all his influence with his fon 


Supple, in fy behalf, and to inform himfelf 


4 
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ane to wait upon him with the picce.—He. wz 
punGual in performing bis engagement, aad next 
morning gave me to underftand, that he had 
amentioned my affair to the manager, and that I 
had no more todo, than to go to his'houfe any 
time in the forenoon, and make ufe of his name, 
upen which I would find immediate admittance. 
~—[ took his advice, put my ‘performance in ‘my 
‘bofom, and having received directions, ‘went im- 


smediately to thehoufe of Mr. Supple, and knocked 


at the door, that had a wicket in the middle, 
faced with a net-work of iron, through which a 
fervant having viewed me fome time, demanded 
to know my bufinefs:—I told him, my bufinefs 
was with Mr. Supple, and that I came from Mr, 
O Varnith..—He examined my appearance ‘once 
more, then went away, returned ‘in 2 few mi- 
nutes, and faid his mafter was bufy ard could 
net be feen.— Although I was:a little mortified 
at my difappointment, I was perfuaded that my 
Teception was owing to Mr, Supple’s ignorance 
of my errand; and that 1 might meet with-2o 


more obftructions of the fame. kind, 1 defired 
‘Mr. O Varnifh to be. my introdufter the-next 


time. —- He complied with my requeft, 
and obtamed immediate admittance t0 the m4. 


‘nager, who received me with:the otmoft civility, 


and promifed to read my play with the firft cort- 


‘wenicnoe.—- By bis own appointment I calledagain 
ina fortnight, but he was. gone-eut 5. 1: revurimed 
aha week. after, and the poor gentleman wassex- 


tremely iil; I renewed my: viftt iy 2-fortmght 


after that, and he:affured me, .:he had :been. fo 
“mueh fatigued with .bufinefs, ‘that he had not 
~been able as yet to read it.to an end; but :he 
would take. the: firft-oppartunity.; and in-the 
‘qean time; obferved, :that: what he had yet deen 


of 


ne, 
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“of it was very entertaining.—-1 comforted myfelf 
With this deelaration-a few weeks longer, at the 


’.end of which-I appeared again before his wicket, 


‘was let in, and found him laid up with the gout. 
1 no footer entered ‘his chamber, than looking 
at me with a languifhing eye, he pronounced, 
“* Mr, Melepoyn, - I’m heartily forry for-an ace 
** cident that has happened during: my illnefs —~ 
‘* you muft:know, that my eldeft boy, finding 
€° your manufcript upon the table, in the dining- 
“* room, where I ufed to read it, carried it inte 
‘the kitchin, and leaving it there, a negligent 
** wench of a cook maid, miftaking it for wafte- 
** paper, has expendéd it all-but a few- leaves in 
“§ fingeing fouls- upon the fpit——But I hepe- the 
“¢ misfortune is not trreparable, fince, no doubt, 
“4¢ -you have feveral- copies.” . oS 
T-prageft to you, my good'friend Mr. Random, 
I was extremely fhocked at this information ! 
but the good-natured gentleman feemed to be fo 
much affected with my misfortune, that I fup- 
preffed my centern, and told him, that altho’ ‘had 
not another ¢opy, I fhould be able to retrieve the 
lofs by writing another ‘from my memory, which 
was very tenacious. You catinot imagine how well 
pleafed Mr. Supple wasat this affurance; he begged 
1] would fet about it immediately, and carefully re- 
wolve and recollect: every circumftance, beforeT . 
pretended to commit it to paper, that it might 
be the-fame individual play that he-had perufed, 
—Encouraged by this injun&ion, ‘whith plainly 
demonftrated how much he interefted ‘himfelf in 
the affair, I tafked my remembrance and induftry, 
and in three weeks produced the exact image of 
the former, which was conveyed to him by my 
good ‘friend, father O Varnith, who let me know 
wrext day, that Mr.‘Supple would revife it: feper- 
. ficially, 
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ficially, in order to judge of its famenefs with the. 
other, and then give his final anfwer. ——For 
this examination I allotted a week ; and in full 
confidence of feeing it acted in a little while, de- 
manded an audience of the manager, when that 
term was expired.—But alas! the feafon had flipt 
away infenfibly ; he convinced me, that if my 
play had been put into rehearfal at that time, it 
could not havé been ready for performing, until 
the end of March, when the benefit nights come 
on; confequently it would have interfered with 
the intereft of the players, whom it was not my 
bufinefs to difoblige. 

I was fain to acquiefce in thefe reafons, which 
to be fure were extremely juft; and to referve 
my performance to the next feafon, when he 
hoped I would not be fo unlucky. — Although it 
was a grievous difappointment to me, who by 
this time began to want both money and necef- 
faries ; having, on the ftrength of my expedta- 
ton from the theatre, launched out into fome 
extravagancies, by which the fum I brought to 
town was already almoft confumed.—Indeed, I 
ought to be afhamed at this circumftance of my 
conduct : For my finances were fufficient, with 
good ceconomy, to have maintained me comfor- 
tably a whole year.—Y ou will perhaps he amazed 
when I tell you, that in fix months, I expended 
not a farthing lefs than ten guineas: But when 
ene. confiders the temptations to. which -a 
young man is expofed in this great city, efpe- 
cially if he is addi@ted to pleafure as 1 am, the 
wonder will vanifh, or at leaft abate-—Nor was 
the caufe of my concern limited to my own fi- 
tuation entirely : I had wrote an account of my 

ood reception to miy kinfman the farmer, and de- 
ed him to depend.upon me for the money he 

3% had 
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had kindly accommodated me.‘ with, about the: 


end of February :. which promife I now found. 


myfelf- unable to. perform.—However, there was. 
no remedy but patience: I applied to my land-: 
lord, who wasa very good-natured man, candid-. 
ly owned my diftrefs, and begged. his advice in: 
laying down fome plan for my fubfiitence:—He: 
readily promifed to confult his.confeflor on this: 
fubject, and in the mean time, ‘told me, 1 wast 
welcome to lodge and board. with him, until for-; 
tune fhould put. it in my power to make reftitu~, 
tron. , : Sw : <a€ ge 22 rr ce , 
Mr. O Varnith being informed of my necef~ 
fity, offered to introduce’ me to the author of. a. 
weekly paper, who, he did not doubt, would. em-~- 
loy me in that way, provided he fhould find. me 
uly qualified ; but-upon enqairy, I underftood, 
that’ this. journal’ was calculated to foment divi-: 
fions in the commonwealth, : and-therefore I de- 
ftred to be excuftd from engaging in it. — He. 
then propofed that I fhould write fomething in the: 
poetical -way;. which I might difpofe of to a 
bookfeller for a pretty. fum:of ready money, and. 
perhapseftablifh my own charad&er into the par- 
gain ; thisevent-would infallibly procure friends 5 
and my tragedy would appear next feafon to the 
beft advantage, by being fupported both by in- 
tereft and reputation.— I was charmed with this 
profpect,. and having heard what friends Mr; Pope 
acquired ‘by’ his paftorals, fet about a work of that 


- kind, and in Jefs.than fix weeks, .. compofed ‘as 


many ecclogues, which I forthwith offered to. an 
eminent bookfeller, who defired I would leave 
them for his perufal, and he would give me an 
anfwer in two days.—Atthe end of that time, I 
went to him, when he returned the poems, tell- 
ing:me, they-would not anfwer his purpofe, and 
= N {weetened 
| 
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fweetned his refufal, by faying there were fome 
good clever lises in them.—Not a little dejected 
at his rebuff, which, I learned from Mr. O Var- 
nifh, was owing to the opinion of another author, 
whom this bookfeller always confulted on thefe 
occafions, I applied to another perfon of the 
fame prefeffion, who told mse, that the town was 
coyed with paftorals, and advifed me, if I in- 
tended to proft.by my talents; to. write fomething 
fatirical or lufcious, fuch as the Rutten Hole, Shochy 
and Towzer, the Leaky Veffal, &c. —and yet this 
was a man in years, who wore a reverend peri- 
wig, looked like a fenator, and-went regularly to 
church —- Be that as-it will, .— fcorned to 
proftitute. my: pen in the mannex ibe ed, and 
carried my papers to a third, whe affured me, 
that ores was entirely out of his way 3 and. 
afked, if 1 had got never a piece of fecret-hi- 
ftory, thrown into a feries of letters, or a volume 
of adventures, fuch as thofe of Robinfon Crufee, 
and Colonel Jack, ora collection of conundrums, 
wherewith to entettain the plangations..—- Being 
quite unfurmifhed for this dealer, I had: receusie 
to another with as little: fuccefs, and 1 vesily be- 
‘Heve was rejected by the wholetrade. 
. 1 was afterwards perfuaded tooffer myfelf as a 
tranflator, and accordingly repaired to a perfon, 
who was faid to entertain numbers of that clas 
in his pay; he aflused me, he had already.a 
great deal of that work on: his.kands, which he 
did not know. what to do withs ebferved that 
tranflation was .a mere déug, tbat: braneh of li. 
terature being overftocked:by an inundation of au- 
thors from North-Britain; and afked what I would © 
expect per fheet, for rendering the Latin clafficks 
into Englifh.—T hat I might not makesmayfelf too 
cheap, I determined to det a high price upoa 
; : peed aig my 


- 


Ropkrick RANpDomM. 201 . 
ay qualifications, and demanded half a guinea for 
every tranflated fheet..—~ ‘* half a guinea! (cried 
he, ftaring at me) then paufed a lictle, and faid, 
he had no occafion for my fervice at prefent.—el 
found my error, and refolving to make amends, 
fell one’ half in my demand; upon which he 
ftared at me again, and told me his hands were 
full. I attempted others, without finding em- 
ployment, and was actually reduced to avery un-— 
comfortable profpect, when I bethought myéfelf 
of offering my talents to the printers of half- 
penny ballads, and other fuch occafional effays 
as are hawked about the ftreets.— With this view, 
1 applied to one of the moft noted.and vocife- 
rous of this.tribe, who directed me: to a perfon’ 
whom I found entertaining a whole crowd of 
them with gin, bread and cheefe ; he carried me 
into alittle back parlour, very neatly furnifhed, 
where I fignified my defire of being enrolled a- 
mong his writers ; and. was afked, what: kind of 
compofition I profeffed !~-Underftanding that my 
inclination Iganed towards poetry, he exprefled 
his fatisfaction, telling me, one of his: poets had 
loft his fenfes, and was confined in Bedlam, and 
the other was become dozed with drinking drams ;_ 
fo that he had not done any thing tolerable thefe 
many weeks,— When I proposed, that we fhould 


enter into terms of agreement, he gave me to un- 


derftand, that his bargains were always condj- 
tional, and his authors paid in proportion to th 


fale of their works. 


Having therefore fettled thefe conditions, which 
(I do affure you) were not very advantageous to 


-me, he affigned me a fubject for a.ballad, which 
as to be finifbed ia g¢wo hours ; and I retired to 


my garret in order to perform his injunction.— 


As the theme happened - fuig my fancy, I com- 
ae 2 


pleated 
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pleated a pretty fort of an ode, within the time 
prefcribed, and brought it to him, big with hope 
of profit and applaufe. He read it ina twinkling, 
and to my utter aftonifhment, told me, it would 
not do; though indeed, he owned I. wrote a 
good hand, and fpelled very well, but my language 
was too high flown, and of confequence not at 
all adapted tothe capacity and tafte of his cu- 
ftomers.--I: promifed to rectify that miftake, and 
in half an hour humbled my tile to the compre- 
henfion of vulgar readers ; he'approved of the 
alteration, and gave me fome hopes of fucceed- 
ing intime, though he obferved, that my per- 
formance was very deficient in that quaintnefs of 
expreffion that pleafes the multitude: However, 
to encourage: me, he ventured the expence of 
printing and paper, and, if I remember a-right, 
my fhare of the fale amounted to four pence half- 
nny. 

From that day, I ftudied the Grub-ftreet man- 
‘ner with great diligence; and at length became 
fuch a proficient, that my works were in great 
requeft among the moft'polite of the chairmen, 
draymen, hackney-coachmen, footmen and ferv- 
ing maids: Nay, I have enjoyed the pleafure of 
feeing my productions adorned with cuts, pafted 
‘upon the wall as ornaments in beer-cellars and 
cobler’s ftails ;> and have actually heard them 
fung in clubs of fubftantial tradefmen. — But 
empty praife (you know, -my dear -friend) will 
‘not fupply the cravings of nature.— I found my- 
‘felf'in danger of ftarving: in the midft of all my 
‘fame ; for of ten fongs I compofed, it was well 
if two had the good fortune to pleafe. 
For this reafon I turned my thoughts to profe, 
and during a tract of gloomy weather, publifhed 
“an apparition,. oa the fubftance of. which I Ane 
BS Aye a fted 
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fifted very comfortably a whole month: I have 
made many a goed meal upon a monfter ; a rape 
has often afforded me great fatisfaction ; but a 
murder, well-timed, was my never-failing re- 
fource. What then? I wasa moft miferable flave to 
my employers, who expected to be furnifhed at a 
minute’s warning with profe and verfe, juft as 
they thought the circumftances of. the times re- 
quired, whether the inclination was abfent or pre- 
fent. Upon my fincerity, Mr, Random, I Rave 
been fo much peftered and befieged by thefe chil- 
_ dren of clamour, that my life became a burden 
tome. 


WABUE' PUMA MOMs! wee 
CHAP. LXIIL 


The continuation and conclufion of Mr, Melo- 
poyn’s flory. | 


I Made fhift, notwithftanding, tomaintain my- 
felf till the beginning of next winter, when 

I renewed my addreffes to my friend Mr. Supple, 
‘and was moft gracioufly received. — ** I have been 
“* thinking of your affair Mr. Melopoyn (faid 
he) and am determined to fhew how far I 
have your intereft at heart, by introducing 
you to a young nobleman of my acquaintance, 
who is remarkable for his fine tafte in dramatic 
writings, and is, befide, a man of ‘fuch influ- 
ence, that if once he fhould approve your play, 
his patronage will fupport it againft all the 
efforts of envy and ignorance: For I do 
affureyou, that merit alone will not bring fuc- 
cefs.—I have already fpoken of your perform- 
Ng ance 
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“< ance to Lord Rattle, and if you will call ae 


‘© my houfe, in a day or two, you fhall have a 
‘© letter of introduction to his lordfhip.”—I was 
ferifibly touehed with this mark of Mr. Supple’s 
friendfhip, and looking upon my affair as already 
done, went home and imparted my good fortune 
to my landlord, who, to render my appearance 
more acceptable to my patron, procured a {uit of 
new cloaths for me on his own credit. 

Not to trouble you with idle particulars, I 
carried my tragedy to his lordfhip’s lodgings, and 
fent it up along with Mr. Supple’s letter, by one 
of his fervants, who defired me, by his lord’s 
order, to return in a week. — I did fo, and was 
admitted to his lordfhip, who received me very 
courteoufly, told me he had perufed my play, 
which he thought, on the whole, was the beft 
coup @effai he had ever feen; but that he-had 
niarked fome places in the margin, which he ima» 
gined might be altered for the better.—I was 
tranfported with this reception, and promifed 
{with many acknowledgements of his lordfhip’s 
genercfity) to be governed folely by.his advice 


und direction. — ‘* Well then -{faid he) write. 


** another fair copy with the alterations I have 
‘* propofed, and bring it to me as foon as pof- 
S° fible, for Iam refolved to have it brought on 
‘* the ftage this winter.”—-You may be fureT 
fet about this tafk with alacrity, and although 1 
found his lordfhip’s remarks much more nume- 
yous, and of lefs importance than I expected, I 
thought it was not my intereft to difpute upon 
‘trifles with my patron ; therefore new-modelled 
it according to his defire, in lefs than.a month, 
- When I waited upon him with the manufcripr, 
I found one of the actors at breakfaft with his 
lordfhip, who immediately introduced him to my 

acquain- 
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acquaintance, and defired him to tead a fcene of 
my play. — This he performed very much to 
my fatisfaCtion, with regard to emphafis and pro- 
“puneiation ; but he fignified his. difguft at feve- 
ral wotds in every page, which I prefuming to 
‘defend, Lord Rattle told me, with a peremptoty 
‘took, I muft not pretend to difpute with him, 
who had been a player thefe twenty years, and 
- underftood the ceeconomy of the ftage better than 
-any man living. I was forced to fubmit, and 
his lordfhip propofed the fame actor fhould read 
- the whole play, in the evening, before fome gen- 
: tlemen of his acquaintance, whom he would con- 
-vene at his ledgings for that purpofe. 

- | was prefent at the reading ; and I proteft to 
you, my dear friend, I never underwent fuch a 
fevere trial in the whole courfe of my life, as at 
that jun@ture! for although the player might be 
a very ‘honeft man, and a good performer, he 
was exceffively illiterate and afluming, and made © 
- a thoufand frivolous. objeQions, which I was not 
permitted to anfwer: However, the piece was 
very much applauded on the whole ; the gentle- 
men prefent, who I underftood were men of 
fortune, promifed to.countenance and fupport it ag 
much as they could ; and- Lord Rattle affuring me, 
that: he would act the part of a careful nurfe to 
it, defired me to carry it home and alter it im- 
“mediately according to their remarks: —— I 
- was fain to atquiefce in bis determination, and 
fulfilled his injunctions with all the expedition in 
my power; but before I could prefent the new 
copy, my good friend Mr. Supple had difpofed 
of his property and patent to one Mr. Brayer ; fo. 
- that frefa inrereft was to be made with the new 
manager.— This tafk Lordi Rattle undertook, 
‘having fome acquaintance with him, and recom- 
oe N 4) mended 


296 . The Adventures of 


"mended my performance fo ftrengly, that it was 

received. . a i 

I looked upon myfelf now, as upon the eve 
of reaping the fruits of all my labour : I waited 
a few- days in expectation of its-being put into, 

‘rehearfal, and wondering at the delay, ‘applied to 
my worthy patron, who excufed Mr. Brayer 
on account of the multiplicity of bufinefs in 

_which he was involved ; and bid me beware of 
teizing the patentee.—I treafured upthis caution, __ 

, and exerted my. patience three weeks longer ; at 
the end of which, bis lordfhip gave me’ to under- | 
itand that Mr. Brayer had read my play, and 
owned it had undubitable merit ; but as he had 

‘long been pre-engaged to another author, he 
could not poffibly reprefent it that feafon; though 

if I would referve it for the next, and in the 
interim make fuch alterations as he had propofed 
by obfervations on the margin, I might depend 

“upon his compliance, eh : 

Thunderftruck.at this difappointment, I could 
not, for fome minutes, utter one fyllable: At 

-length, however, 1 complained bitterly of the 

" manager’sinfincerity inamufing me folong,when 1 

_ he knew from the beginning, ‘that he could not 
gratify my defire.— But his lordship reprimanded 

/me for my freedom, faid Mr. Brayer was a man 
of honour, and imputed his behaviour with re- 
jpect to me, to nothing elfe but forgetfulnefs,— 

. And indeed I -have had fome reafon &nce that 

_ time, to be convinced of his bad memory ; for, in 

' {pite of appearances, I will not allow my€elf to in- 

. terpret his conduct any other way.— Lord Rattle 
obferving me very, much affected with my difap- 
pointmeht, offered his intereft to bring on my 
play.at the other houfe, which J eagerly. accept- 
ing, he forthwith wrote a letter of recommenda- 

_ . tion 
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tion.to Mr. Bellower, actor, and prime minifter 
to Mr. Vandal, proprietor of that theatre; and 
defired meto deliver it with my tragedy, without 
lofs of time, Accordingly, I haftened to his 
houfe, where after having waited a whole hour 
in a lobby, I was admitted to his prefence, and 
my performance received with great ftate.—He 
told me he was extremely bufy at prefent,. but 
he would perufe it as foon as poffible; and bid 
me call again ina week, I took my leave, nota 
little aftonifhed at the port and fupercilious beha- 
viour of this ftage-player, who had nottreated meé 
with good manners; and began to think thedig- 
nity of a post greatly impaired fince the days of 
Euripedes and Sophocles; but all this was no- 
thing in comparifon of what I have fince ob- 

ferved. ane 
Well, Mr. Random, I went back at the ap- 
pointed time, and was told that Mr. Bellower 
was engaged, and could not fee me.—I repeated 
my vilica few days after, and having waited a 
confiderable time, was favoured with an audience, 
during which, he faid, he had not as yet read 
my play. —- Nettled at this ufage, I could con, 
‘tain myfelf no longer, but telling him, I 
imagined he would have paid more deference to 
-Lord Rattle’s recommendation, demanded my 
manufcript with fome expreffions of refent- 
‘ment, ‘* Ay, (faid he, in a theatrical tone) 
“© withall my heart.”»—T hen pulling out a draw- 
.er of the bureau, at which he fat, he took out a 
. bundle, and threw it upon a table that was near 
shim, pronouncing the word ‘§ There,” with 
-great difdain.—I took it up, and perceiving with 
-fome furprize, that it was a‘comedy, told him, 
.it did not belong to-me; upon which he offered 
sme another, which I alfo difclaimed—A third 
was produced, and reje&ted for the fame reafon. At . 
| Nis length 
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length, he pulled out a whole handful, and (pread 
them before me, faying, ‘* There ate fevena~ 
*© take which you pleafe=or take them all.”— 
I fingled out my own, and went away, ftruck 
dumb with admiration at what I had feen—not 
fo much on account of his infolence, as of the 
number of new plays, which from this cir- 
¢umftance, I concluded were yearly offered to 
the ftage. You may be fure I did nof fail to 
carry my complaint to my patron, who did not 
receive it with all the indignation I expected ; 
but taxed me with precipitation, and told me, I 
muft lay my account with bearing the humours 
of the players, if I intended to write for the 
ftage.—‘°* There is now no other remedy (faid 
“© he) but to keep it till the next feafon for Mr. 
‘¢ Brayer, andalter it at yourleifure, in the fum-~ 
6* mer according to his directions.”—I was now 
reduced to a terrible alternative, either to quit 
all hopes of my tragedy, from which I had all 
along promifed myfelf a large fhare of fortune and 
reputation, or to encounter eight long months of 
adverfity in preparing for, and expecting its appear: 
ance. — This laft pennance, painful as it was, 
feemed mott eligible to my reflection at that time, 
and therefore I refolved to undergo it. 
" Why fhould I tire you with particulars ef no 
confequence? I wreftled with extreme poverty, 
until the time of my probation was expired; 
and went to my Lord Rattle in order to remind 
him of my affair, when I uhderftood, to my great 
concern, that his lordfhip was on the point of 
‘going abroad, and, which was ftill more unfor- 
tunate for-me, _Mr. Brayer had gone into the 
country ; fo that my generous patron had it not 
in his power to intreduce me perfonalty; as he 
intended : However, he wrote a very ftrong fe 
| “ter 
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fer to the manager. in my favour,’ and put him in 
umind of the promife he had made in behalf of my 


At foon as I was certified of Brayer’s return, I 
went to his boufe with this letter, but was told 
he was gone out. — I called again next day early 
an the morning, received the fame anfwer, 
and was defired to leave my.name and bufinefs; 


-I did fo, and returned the day after, when the 


fervant fill affirmed that his mafter was gone 
abroad; though I ‘perceived him, as I re- 
tired, obferving me through a window.—lIn- 
cenfed at this difcovery, I went to a coffee-houfe 
hard by, and inclofing his lordfhip’s letter in one 
from myfelf, demanding a categorical anfwer, I 
ifent it to his houfe by a porter, who returned in 
-a few minutes, and told me Mr, Brayer would — 
'be glad to fee me at that inftant. I obeyed the 
fummons, and was received with fuch profufion 
of. compliments and apologies,, that my refent- 


' Ment immediately fubfided, and I was even in 


pain for theconcern which this honeft man fhewed 
at the miftake of his fervant, who, it feems, had 


. been ordered to deny. him to every body but me, 


-~He‘exprefied the utmoft veneration for his good 
and noble friend Lord Rattle, whom he fhould 
always.be:proud to ferve ; promifed to perufe the 


‘play. with all difpatch, and give me a meeting 


upon it; and as a tedtimony of his efteem, made 
sne a prefent of a general order for the feafon, 
‘by. which.I thowld be admitted to any. part of 
the theatre:—~Tbis was.a very agreeable compli- 
mentto me, -whofe greateft pleafure confifted in 


_ feting dramatic pesformances, and you need not 


doubt that J often availed myfelf of my privilege. 
AsI hadan opportunity of being behind the {cenes 
when Ipidafed, 1 frequently convesfed with Mr. 
x N 6 Brayer 
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Brayer about my play, and asked when he intend- 
ed to put it into rehearfal, but he had: always fo 
much bufinefs upon his hands, that it remained 
with him unopened aconfiderable while; and I be- 
came very uneafy about the feafon, that wafted a+ 
pace, when I faw in the papers, another new play 
advertifed, which had been written, offered, ac- 
_.e@epted and rehearfed in the compafs of three 
‘months, without my knowledge or fufpicion.—= 


-You may eafily guefs how much I was canfound- ~ 


ed at this event! Town to you, that in the firft 
tranfports of my anger, I fufpected Mr. Brayer of 
having acted towards me in the moft pitiful, perfi- 
dious manner ; and was actually glad at his difap- 
pointment in the fuccefs of his favourite piece, 
-which by the ftrengthofart, lingered till the third 
‘night, and then died ina deplorable manner. But 
:now that paffion has no fhare in my reftection, I 
:am willing to afcribe his behaviour to his want of 
‘memory or want of judgment, which, you know, 
tare natural defects, that are more worthy of com- 
lpaffion than reproach. a fa 4 

1 .About:this time J happened to bein company 
-with a'gentlewoman, who having heard of my 
‘tragedy, told me, fhe was acquainted with the 
‘wife of a gentleman, who-was very well known 
.to a lady, who had great intereft with a perfon 
“who was intimate with Earl Sheerwit, and that if 
I pleafed,. fhe would afe her influence in my be- 
-balf.—As this nobieman :had the character :of a 
‘Maecenas in thenation, and could ftamp a‘vaiue 
upon any work by his fole ‘countenance.andd ap- 
probation, I. accepted her.offer with eagernefs, 
an full confidence of feeing my reputation efta- 
blifhed,. and my . wifhes. fulfilled in a very: Qeort 
time, provided that I fhould :have the good. for- 
‘tune. to pleafe his Lordfhip’s tafte.. L aaa 


| 
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the manufeript from the hands of'Mr. Brayer, and 
‘committed it to the care of this ‘gentlewoman, 
‘who laboured: {6 effeQually in my intereft, that 
in lefs than a month it was conveyed to the Earl, 
and in a few weeks after, I had the fatisfaction 
‘to hear, that he had read, and approved it very 
much, ‘Tranfported with this piece of intelligence, 
‘TE flattered. myfelf with the hopes of his interefling 
‘himfelf in its favour ; buthearing no more of the 
matter in three whole months, I began (God 
‘forgive me) to fufpect the veracity of the perfon 
who brought me the good tidings, for I thought 
it impoffible, that a man of his rank and charaéter, 
-who knew the difficulty of writing a good tra- 
gedy, and underftood the dignity of the work, 
‘fhould* read and applaud an eflay of this kind, 
‘without feeling an inclination to befriend: the 
author, whom his countenance alone could © 
aife above dependance.—But it was not long 
‘before 1 found my friends very much wronged by 
‘my opinion. 

You muft know, that the civilities I had re- 
ceived from Lord Rattle, and the defire he ma- 
nifefted to promote the fuccefs of my: play, en- 
Aouraged me to write an account of ‘my bad for- 
tune to his Lordfhip, who condefcended fo far 
as to defire, by letter, a young Squire of a great 
eftate, with whom he was intimate, to efpoufe 
my caufe, and in particular, make me acquainted 
with one Mr. Marmozet a celebrated player, who — 
had: lately appeared on the ftage with aftonifhing 
eclat, and bore -fuch fway in the houfe. where he 
ated, that the managers durft not refufe any 
thing he recommended. The young gentleman 
‘whom Lord Rattle had employed for this purpofe, 
being diffident of his own intereft with Mr. Mar- 
Mozet, had recourfe soa aobleman. of his ac- 
we _  quaintance 
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quaintasice, whoa, athisfellicitation, was fo good 
as to introduce me to him 3 and the converfation 
turning upon: my performance, I wasnot a little 
furprized, as well as pleafed fo hear, that Earl 
Sheerwit had fpoke very much in its praife, and 
even fent Mr. Marmozet the copy, with a meflage 


exprefling a defire that he would aé in it next fea- 


fon—Nor was this fayourite actor backward in 


commending the piece, which he mentioned with. 


fome expreffions of regard, that I do not chufe 


to repeat; afluring me that be would appear. 


in it, provided he fhould be engaged to play at all 
during the enfuing feafon. In the mean time, 
he defired I would give him leave to perufe it in 
the country, whither he intended to remove 


next day, that he might have leifwre to confider _ 


and point out fuch alterations as might, perhaps, 
be neceflary for the jeu de theatre; and took my 
direction, that he might communicate by letter, 
the obfervations he fhould make. ‘Trufting to 
thefe affurances and the intereft which had bees 
made in my behalf, I hugged myfelf in the ex- 
pectation of feeing it, not only acted, but aG@ed 
to the greateft advantage, whichl thought could 
not fail of recompenfing me in an ample manner, 
for the anxiety and affiCtion I had ugdergone : 
. But fix weeks being elapfed, I did not know how 
to reconcile Mr. Marmozet’s filence, with his 
promife of writing .to me in ten days after he fet 
out for the country ; however, I was at laft fa- 
voured witha letter, importing: that he. hadmade 
fome remarks on my tragedy, which he would 
freely impart at meeting, and advifing me to put 
it, withoutlofsof time, into the hands of that mae 
nager, who had the beft compaay: for he hime 
felf was quite uncertain, whether or not he 
fhould be cagagded. that winter,<-1 was 2 Aa 
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deal alarmed at this laft part of hisletter, and 
advifed about it with a friend, who told me, it 
was a plain indication of Mr. Marmozet’s defire 
to be rid of his promife: that his pretended un- 
certainty about acting next winter, was no other 
than a fcandalous evafion; for to his certain 
knowledge, he was already engaged, or at leaft, in 
_ terms with Mr. Vanfal ; and that his defign was 

to difappoint me, in favour of a new comedy, 
which he had purchafed of the author, and in-— 
tended .to bring upon the flage for his own ad- 
* vantage.— In fhort, my dear Sir, this perfon, 
who, I muft own, is of a very fanguinecomplexion, 
handled the moral character of Mr. Marmozet 
with fuch feverity, that I began to fufpec&t him of 
fome particular prejudice, and put myfelf upon my 
guard againft his infinuations.—I ought to crave _ 
pardon for this tedious narration of trivial circum- 
ftances, which, however interefting they may be 
to me, muft certainly be very dry and infipid to 
the ear of one unconcerned in the affair.— But 
T underftand the meaning of your looks, and will 
proceed. — Well, Sir, Mr. Marmozet, upon 
his return to town, treated me with uncommon 
complaifance, and invited me to his lodgings, 
where he propofed to communicate his remarks, 
which I confefs were more unfavourable than I 
expected ; but I anfwered his objections, and, as 
‘I thought, brought him over to my opinion ; for, 
on the whole, he fignifred the higheft approbation 
of the performance.— In the courfe of our dif- 
pute, I was nota little furprized to find this poor 
gentleman’s memory {0 treacherous as to let him © 
-forget what he had faid to me, before he went 
out of town, in regardto Earl Sheerwit’s opinion 
‘of my play, which he now profeffed himfelf ig- 
norant of; and J: was extremely mortified at 
: : hearing 
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hearing from his own mouth, that his intereft 
with Mr, Vandal was fo-very low, as.to be in-. 
fufficient of itfelf,. to bring a new piece upon the. 
ftage. I then begged his advice, and he counfelled 
me to apply to Earl Sheerwit for a meffage in my 
favour to the manager, who would not prefume 
to refufe any thing recommended by fo great a 
man; and he was fo kind as to promife to fecond 
this meffage with all his power.— I had imme- 
diate recourfe to the worthy gentlewoman my 
friend already mentioned, who opened the chan- 
nels of her conveyance with fuch expedition, that 
in few days, I had a promife of the meflage, pro- 
vided I could aflure myfelf of Mr. Vandal’s being 
uningaged to any other; for his Lordfhip did 
not chufe to condefcend fo far, until he fhould 
underftand that there was a probability (at leaft) 
of fucceeding ; at the fame time in which I was 
blefled with this piece of news, I was ftartled at 
another, by the fame canal of communication ; 
which was, that Mr. Marmozet, before he ad- 
vifed me to this application, had informed the 
- dtarl, that he had read my play, and found it 
altogether unfit for the ftage.-—Though I could 
not doubt the certainty of this intelligence, I be- 
lieved there was fome mifapprehenfion in thecale; 
and without taking any notice of it, told Mr. 
Marmozet the anfwer I had been favoured with ; 
upon which, he teftified much joy, and promifed 
to afk Mr, Vandal the queftion propofed. — I 
waited upon him ina day or two, when he gave 
me to underftand, that Mr. Vandal having pro- 
fefled himfelf free of all engagements, he had put 


my play into his hands, and reprefented it as a 


piece ttrongly recommended by Earl Sheerwit, 
.who (he affured him) would honour him with a 
‘mefflage in its favours, and he defired me ¢o owl 
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for an anfwer at Mr. Vandal’s houfe, in three 
days.—I followed his directions, and found the 
manager, who, being made acquainted with my 
bufinefs, owned that Mr. Marmozet had given 
bim a manufcript play, but denied that he had 
mentioned Earl Sheerwit’s name.—When I in- 
_ formed him of. the circumftances of -the affair, 
_he faid, he had no engagement with any author ; 
_that he would read my tragedy forthwith; and did 
not believe he fhould venture to reje& it in con- 
_ tradiction to his Lordfhip’s opinion, for which he 
had the utmoft veneration, but put it into re- 
_hearfal without lofs of time. — I was fo much 
intoxicated with this encouragement, that I ovey- 
_ looked the myfterious conduct of Mr. Marmozet, 
and attended the manager at the time appointed, 
. when, to my infinite confufion! he pronounced 
. my play improper for the ftage, and rejected it 
. accordingly. As foon.as I could recollect myfelf 


, from the diforder, into which this unexpected re- 


_fufal had thrown me, I expreffed a:defire of 
. hearing his objeGtions, which were fo groundlef&, 
- indiftiné& and unintelligible, that I perfuaded my- 
_ felf he had not at all perufed the piece, but had been 
prampted by fomebody whofe leffons he had not 
rightly retained. However, I -have been fince 
informed, that the poorman’s head, which was not 
naturally very clear,had been difordered with fuper- 
{tition, - and that he laboured under the tyranny 
_of a wife,; and the terrors of hell fire at the fame 
time. Precipitated in this manner, from the 
higheft pinnacle of hope, to the abyfs of defpon- 
dence, I was ready to fink under the burthen of 
my affliGtion ; and in the bitternefsof my anguifh, 
could not help entertajning fome doubts of Mr. 
Marmozet’s integrity, when I recollected and 
compared the circumftances of his conduct- an 
war 
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wards me. I was encouraged in-this fufpicion; by 
being told, that my Lord Sheerwit had fpoke of 
Ins character with great contempt 3‘ and in par- 
ticular, refented his infolencein oppofing his own 
tafte to that of his Lordhip, .concerning my tra- 
gedy.—-While I hefitated between different opi- 
nions of thematter, that friend, who (asI told you 
before) was alittle hot-headed, favoured me with 
a vifit, and having heard a circumftantial account 
of the whole affair, could not contain his indig- 
nation, but affirmed without ceremony, that 


Marmoeet was the fole occafien of a difappoint- — 


ment; that he had a&ed from firt tolaft with the 
‘ moft perfidiousdiffimulation, cajoling-with infinu- 
ating civilities, while he underhand employed all 
his ar¢.and influence to prejudice theignorant ma- 
nageragainft my performance ; that nothing could 
equal his hypecrify, but his avarice, which ingroff- 
ed the faculties of his-foul fo much, that he fcru- 
pled not to be guilty of the meaneft praftices to 
‘ gratify that fordid-appetite; that in confequence 
. Of this'difpofition, he had proftituted his honour.in 
betraying my inexperience, and in undermini 
‘the intereft of another author of eftablifhed repu- 
tation, who had alfo offered a tragedy to the 
ftage, which he thought would interfere with the 
- fuccefs of the comedy he had bought, and deter- 
mined tp bring on at allevents, =°— - 
Twas fhocked at the defcription of fuch a mon- 
fler, which I- could not believe exifted in the 
world, bad as it is, and argued againft the affe- 
-Verations of my friend, by demon ftrating the bad 
policy of fuch behaviour, which could hot fail of 
entailing infamy upon the author ;. and the {mall 
temptation that a man of Mr. Marmozet’s figute 
‘and fuccefs, could have to eomfult his intereft in fueh 
agroveling manner, which muftcreate ail 
| an 
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and abhorrericeof him in his patrons, and effeétual- 
dy deprive him of the countenance and protection 
he now enjoys in fuch an eminent degree.——~ 
He pretended to laugh at my fimplicity, andafked 
if I knew for which of his virtues he was fo 
aniuch careffed by the people of fafhion.— “ It is 
‘© not (faid he) for the qualities of his heart, 
* that this little parafite is invited te the tables 
°° of Dukes and Lords, who hire extraordinary 
‘** coaks for his entertainment : His avarice they 
“ fee not, his ingratitude they feel not, his hy- 
S* pocrify accommodates itfelf to their humours, 
“© and is. of confequence pleafing; but he is 
°° chiefly courted for his buffoonery, and will be 
*¢ admitted into the choiceft parties of the quality 
°© for his talent of mimicking Punch and his 
‘© wife Joan, when a poet of the moft exquifite 
‘S genius, is not. able to attract the leaft regard.”’ 


—~God forbid, Mr. Random, that I fhould credit 


affertions that degrade the dignity of our fupe- 
riors fo much, and reprefent that poor man as the 
moft abject of all beings! No! I looked upon 
them as the hyperboles of pafion ; and though 
that comedy of which he fpoke, did actually 


appear, I dare not doubt the innocence of Mr. 
‘Marmozet, who, [am told, is as much as ever 


in favour withthe Earl; acircumftance that, fure- 
dy, could not happen, unlefs‘he had vindicated hts 
-charaGer to the fatisfaction of his lordfhip.— Pray 
forgive:this long digreffion, and give me the hean- 
ing a little Jonger.; for, thank heaven ! I am now 
-near the goal. | 
Baffled in all my attempts, I defpaired of feeing 
‘my play. ated; and bethought myfelf of chufing 
fome employment, that might afford a fure, 
though mean fubfrftence ; but my landlord, to 
whom I was by this time confiderably ae 
7 an 
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and who had ‘laid his account with having his 
money paid all in a heap, from the profits 
of my third night, could not brook his difap- 
pointment, therefore madeé another effort in my 
behalf, and by dint of intereft, procured a mef- 
fage from a lady of fafhion, to Mr. Brayer, who 
had always: profeffed-a great veneration for her, 
defiring that he would fet up my play forthwith, 
‘and affuring him that fhe and all her friends 
would fupport it in the performance: To 
ftrengthen my intereft, fhe engaged his beft -ac- 
tors in my caufe ; and in fhort, exerted herfelf 
fo much, that it was again received, and my 
hopes began.to revive. —But Mr. Brayer, hones 
man, was fo much engrofled by bufinefs of vaft 
confequence, though to appearance he had nothing: 
at all co do, that he could not find time to read 
it until the feafon was pretty far advanced; and 
read it he muft, for notwithftanding his having 
perufed it before, his memory did not retain one 
circumftance of the matter. : 
Atlength he favoured it with hisattention, and 
having propofed certain alterations, fent his duty 
_ to the lady who patronized it, and promifed on 
his honour, to bring it on next winter, provided 
" thefe alterations fhould :be made, and thecopy de. 
livered to him’ before the end of April.—With 
an aching heart, I fubmitted to thefe conditions, 
and performed them accordingly:: But fortune 
owed mé another unforefeen mortification ; Mr. 
Marmozet during the fummer, became joint pa- 
tentee with Mr, Brayer, fo that when I claimed 
performance of articles, I was told, he could do 
nothing without the confent of his partner, who 
was pre-engaged to another author. 
My condition was rendered defperate by the 
death of my good. friend and landlord, whofe 
me executars 
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executors.obtained a:judgment againft my effects, 
which they feized, turning me out into the flreet 
naked, friendlefg, and forlorn ;_ there I was. ar- 
refted at the {uit of my taylor, . and thrown into 
this prifon, where I have made hhift to Jive thefe 
five weeks on the bounty of my fellow-prifoners, . 
who, I hope, are nat the-worfe for the inftruction 
and good offices, by which I manifeft my grati- 
tude ; but in fpite of all their charitable endea- 
vours, my life. was fcarce tolerable, until your 
uncommon benevolence enabled me to enjoy it 
with comfort. 


eS eR ER TRA RR RED 
1° :CHAP. LXIV. 


I am feized with a deep melonchoby, and become 

a floven ——mm am relieved by my. uncle 
be prevails upon me to engage with bis 
owners, as furgeon of the fhip which be 
commands he makes me a confiderable 


e 


 “prefent——m—ementertains Strap as bis fleward 


_ _— 1 take my leave..of -my. friends, . qnd go 
on bourd ~—m—amom the cca arrives. at the 
Downs. 


1 Shall not wake any refleétions on this how: 
in the courfe of: which the reader muft per- 
ceive how epreiowly the fimplicity and milky 
difpofition of this worthy:man, had been duped 
-and abufed’by a fet of fcoundrels, -who were fo 
‘habituated to falfhood and: equivocation, that I 
-verily believe, they could not utter one fyllable 
‘of truth, though their lives depended upon. their 

fincerity. 
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fincerity.-—Notwithftanding all I had ‘fuffered 
from the knavery and felfifhnefs of mankind, | 
was amazed, and incenfed at that bafe indiffe- 
rence which fuffered fuch uncommon merit as he 
poffeffed, to languifh in obfcurity, and ftruggle 
with all the miferies of a loathfome jail ;— and 
fhould have bleffed the occafion.. that fecluded 
me from fuch a perfidious world, had not the 
remembrance of the amiable Narcifla, preferved 
my attachment to that fociety of which fhe con-. 
ftituted a part.-—‘The piCture of. that lovely crea- 
ture was the conftant companion of my folitude: 
How often did I contemplate the refemblance of 
thofe enchanting features that firft captivated my 
heart ! How often did I weep over thofe en- 
dearing fcenes -which her fmage recalled! and 
how often did I curfe my perfidious fate for hav- 
ing robbed me of the fair original! In vain did 
my imagination “flatser me. with fchemes of 
future happinefs ; furly.reafon always interpofed, 
and in a moment overthrew the unfubftantial fa- 
brick, by chaftifing theextravagance.of my hope, 
and reprefenting my unhappy fituation in theright 
point of view: In vaindid I-fly for refuge to the 
amufements of the place, and engage in the par- 
‘ties of, fackfon, at. cards,- billiards, nine+pins, 
and fives; a train of melancholy thoughts took 
poffeffion of my foul, which even the converfa- 
tion of Melopoyn could net divert.—I ordered 
Strap to enquire every day. at Banter’s lodgings, 
in expectation of hearing. again from my-charmer ; 
and my difappointment confiderably. augmented 
‘my chagrin,—My affectionate. valet was infected 
‘with my forrow, and often fat with me whole 
hours without {peaking, uttering figh for figb, 
and fhedding tear for tearery This fellowthip in- 
ee oe creafe 


dl 
| 
| 


Roperrick. Ranpom. Z11 


creafed our diftemmper ; :he became: incapable. of 
bufinefS, and wes difcarded by his mafter; while. 
I feging my money melt away, without any cer- 
fainty of deliverance, and in thort, all my hopes 
truftrated; grew negligent of life, loft all appe- _ 
tite, and degenerated into fuch-a floven, that. 
dusing the {pace of two nionths,. I was neither. 


- wathed, fhifted.nor.fhaved ;,'fo that myy face ren-: 


dered meagre with abftinence,. was obfcured with 
dirt, and overfhadowed with hair, and my whole: 
appearance f{qualid and even frightful; when, one: 
day, Strap brought me notice, that there was a 
man below who wanted tofpeak with me. Roufed: 
at this intelligence, and in full hapes.of receiving: 
a letter from the dear. object of my. love, I run: 
down ftairs with the utmeft: precipitation, and 
found, to my infinite furprize, my , generous 
uncle Mr. Bowling ! ‘Tranfported at the fight, I 
fprung forward to embrace him, Upon which 
he ftarted: afide.with great agility, drew-hishanger 
and put himfelf upon his guard, crying, ** Avaft,. 
‘* brother, avaft! fheer. off —- Yoho! youturn- . 
‘* key, why don’t you keep a better look out? 
** here’s one af your crazy prifoners broke from 
‘© his lathings, I-do fuppofe.”-—I could not help 
laughing heartily at his. miftake, _ which I foon 
rectified by my voice, that he inftantly recol- 
le&ted, and fhook me by the hand with great af- 
fe&tion, teftifying his concern at feeing me in 
fuch a miferable condition. 
_ | corducted him toimy apartment, where, in 
prefence of Strap, whom I introduced to him as 
one of my beft friends, he Jet me know, that he 
was juft arrived-from the coaft of Guinea, after 
having made a.pretty: fuccefsful voyage, in which, 
he had acted as.mate, until Be ewe are 
se y 
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by a French. privateer; that the captam being 
killed dusing the engagement, - he had.taken the 


command, and was fo fortunate as to to fink the- 


enemy ; after which he fell in with a merchant 
fhip from Martinico, laden with fugas, indigo, 
and fome filver ; and by virtue of his letter. of 
marque, attacked, took, and brought her fafe in- 
to Kinfale.in Ireland, where fhe was condemned 
as a lawful prize; by which means, : he had-not 
only got a. pretty {um df money, -but alfo ac- 
quired the favour of his owners, who had already 
conferred upon him the command of a large fhip, 
mounted with twenty nine-pounders, ready to fail 
upon a very advantageous voyage, which he was 


not at liberty to difcover—And he affured me,: 


that it was with the greateft difficulty. he had: 
found me, in comfequence of a diretion left for 
him at hislodgings in Wapping, . © 3 --- | 

I was rejoiced beyond meafure, at this account: 
of his good fortune ;' and, at his defire, recounted. 
all the adventures that had happened to me fince 
we parted. —When-he underftood the particulars 
of Stsap’s attachment to me, he fqueezed his hand 
very cordially, and promifed to make a man of 
him; and giving me ten guineas for my prefent 
 occafion, took a dire@tion for the taylor who ar- 
refted me, and went away, in order to difcharge 
the debt, ‘telling me at parting, that he would 
foon fetch up.all my. leeway with a wet fail. 

I was utterly confounded at this fudden tranfi- 
tion, which affected me.more than any. reverfe 
I had formerly felt ;. and a crowd of incoherent 
ideas rufhed fo impetuoufly .upon my imagination, 
that my reafon could neither feparate nor con- 
net them; when Strap, .whofe joy. had mani- 
fefted itfelf in a thoufand fogleries, came into my 
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foom with his-{haviag ptenfils, and withdut an 

previous intimation, began to lather my heard, 
whiftling with great emotion all the while.—-] 
ftarted from my reverie, and being too well ac- 
quainted with ptrap, to truft myfelf in his hands 
while he was under {uch agitation, defired to be 
excufed, fent for another barber, and fuffered 


_amyfelf to be trimmed.—Hawing performed the: 


- ceremony of ablution, I thifted, and dreffing in 
my gayeft apparel, waited for the return of my 
uncle, who, was agreeably furprized at my fud: 
den transformation. Bie 
This beneficent kinfman had fatisied my cre- 
ditor, and obtained an order for my difcharg 
fo that I was np longer a prifoner; but 9s I had 
fome reluctance to part with my friends and fel: 
lows in diftrefs, I prevailed upon Mr. Bowling to 
favour us with his company, and invited Mr. 
Melopoyn and Jackfon to fpend the evening at 
my apartment, where I regaled them with a fup- 
per, good wine, and the news of my releafe, on 
which they heartily congratulated me, notwith- 
ftanding the lofs of my company; which, they 
were pleafed to fay, they would feverely feel.— 
As for Jackfon, his misfortune made fo little im- 
preffion on himfelf, and he was altogether fo 
loofe, indifferent and indifcreet, that i could 
fcarce pity his fituation: But I had conceived a 
veneration and friendthip for the poet, who was 
in all refpects, an object much more worthy of 
compaffion and regard.—_+When our guefts with- 
drew, and my unele‘had retired, wih an inter- 


tion to vifit me nextmoraing, I made upa bundle - 
of fome linnen, and other neceffaries, :and bid- 


ding Strap carry them to Mr. Melopoyn’s lodg- 
ing, went thither myfelf, aud preffed it upon ‘his 
acceptance. with five guineas, which with much 
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difficulty he received, affuring me at the fame 
fime, that he fhould never have it in his power 
to make fatisfaction. I then afked if I could 
ferve him any other way, to which he anfwered, 
© You have already done too much,” and una- 
dle to contain the emotions of his foul any longer, 
burft into tears, and wept aloud.---Moved at the 
dpectacle, I left him to his repofe, and when my 
aincle returned in the morning, reprefented his 
charaéter in fuch a favourable light, that the ho- 
neft feaman was affected with his diftrefs, and de- 
termined to follow my example, ih prefenting 
him with five pieces‘ more: Upon which, that 
I might fave him fome confufion, I advifed Mr. 
Bowling to inclofe it in a letter to be delivered 
by Strap, after we: fhould be gone. - 
« This was accordingly done. I took.a-formal 
Jeave of all myacquaintance in the jail, and juft as 
I was about to ftep into a hackney-coach at the 
gate, Jackfon calling me, I-returned, and he 
afked me in a whifper, if I could lend him a 
-fhilling!, His demrand being fo mederate, and in 
all likelihood,, the laft' he would make upon me, 
J {lapt a-guinea into his hand, which he no foonér 
- perceived, than he cried, ** O Jefus! a guinea!” 
then laying hold of a button of my coat, _he 
broke out into.an immoderate fit of laughter ; 
-and when his convulfion was énded, told me, I 
was -an-honeft- fellew, and let me go:-----The 
‘eoachman was ordered to drive to Mr. Bowling’s 
lodgings, where, when-we arrived, ‘he entered 
into a ferioys difcourfe ‘with me, on the -fubjet 
of my fituation, and: propofed that I fhould fail 
with him in quality of his Surgeon; in which 
cafe, he would put me on a method of getting 2 
' fortune in a few years,. by my own induftry; and 
aflured me, thatJ might expect to inherit all that 
oo Jy, he 
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he fhould die poffefied of, provided I fhould fur- 
Vive himh.---Though I vas penetrated with a fenfe 
_of his generofity, I was ftartled at a propofal that 
‘offered violence to my love, and fignified my 
fentiments on that head, which he did not feem 
to relifh ; but obferved that love was the fruit 
‘of idlenefs, that when once I fhould be émployed 
‘in bufinefs, and my mind engaged in making 
money, I would be no more troubled with thefe 
filly notions, which none but your fair-weather 
Jacks, who have nothing but their pleafure to 
mind, ought to entertain.---I was piqued at this 
infinuation, which I looked upon as a reproach, - 
and without giving myfelf time to deliberate, ac- — 
cepted-his offer,---He was overjoyed at my com- 
pliance, carried me immediately to his chief 
owner, with whom a bargain was ftruck, fo that 
I could not retract with honour, fhould I be never 
fo much difpofed thereto.---That I might nat 
have time to cool, he bid me draw out a lift of 
medicines tor acompliment of five hundred men, 
adapted to the diftempers of hot climates, and 
fufficient for 4 voyage of eighteen months; and 
carry it to a certain wholefale apothecary, who 
would alfo provide me in two well-qualified 
mates.---While I was thus employed, Strap came 
in, and looked very blank, when he underftood 
my refotution: However, after a paufe of fome 
minutes, he infifted upon going along with me ; 


_ and at my defire was made fhip’s fteward by cap= 


tain Bowling, who promifed to be at the expence 
of fitting him out, and to lend him two hun- 
dr€d pounds to purchafe an adventure. 

When I had delivered my lift of medicines, 
chofen a couple of my own countrymen for mates, 
and befpoke a fet of chirurgical inftruments, my 


uncle told:me, that-by his laft voyage, he had 
O.2 cleared 
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cleared almoft three thoufand pounds, one thou 
fand of which he would immediately make over 
and put into my hands; that he would procure 
for me credit to the value of as much more, in 


fuch goods as would tan to beft account in the 


country to which we were bound ; and that al- 
though he looked upon my intereft as his own, he 
would keep the remaining part of his fortune in 
his own difpofal, with a view of preferving his 
independance, and the power of punifhing me, 
in cafe I fhould net make a good ule of what 
he had already beftowed upon me. 
Without troubling the reader with an account 
of the effect which this furprizing generofity had 
upon my mind, I fhall only fay, that his promifes 
wereinftantly performed, and aninvoyce of mer- 
chandize proper for the voyage prefented to me, 
that I might purchafe the goods, and thip them 
with all expedition.—In the midft of this hurry 
the remembrance of my charming Narciffa often 
interpofed, and meade me the moft miferable of 
all mortals. I was diftracted with the thought of 
being torn from her, perhaps, for ever; and 
though the hope. of feeing her again, might have 
fupported me-under the torments of feparation, I 
could not reflect upon the anguifh the muft feel 
at parting with me, and the inceffant forrows te 
which.her tender bofam wauld be expofed during 
my abfence, without being pierced with the 

Geepeft affliction! As my imagination was daily 

and nightly upon ‘the rack to invent fome me- 

thod of mitigating this cruel ‘ftroke, or at leaft of 
. acquitting my love.and honaur in the opinion of 
that gentle creature, I at length ftumbled upon 
an expedient, with which the reader will be made 
acquainted in due time ;,andin cqnfequence of my 
determination, becamedels unealy and ata 
y 


~ 
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_ My bufinefs being finifhed,and the fhip ready to 
fail, I refolved to make my laft appearance among 


_ my acquaintance’ at the other end of the town,’ 


where I had not been feen fince my imprifon- 
ment; and as I had, by the advice of my uncle, 
taken off fonie very rich cloaths for fale, I put 
on the gayeft fuit in my poffeffion, and went in 


@ chair to the coffee-houfe I ufed to frequent, 


where I found my friend Banter fo confounded 
at the magnificence of my drefs, that when I 
made up to him, he gazed at me with a look of 
aftonifhment, without bemg able, for fome mi- 
nutes, to open his lips; — then pulling me afide 
by the fleeve, and fixing his eyes on mine, accoft- 
ed me inthis manner: “* Random, where the devi} 
“ have you been! eh ?+~What is the meaning of 
*« all this finery ?-—~ Oho! Tunderftand you — 
“ You are juft arrived from the country! what! 
the roads aregood, elt!--well, Random, you are 
a bold fellow, anda lucky fellow !---but take, 
“ care, the pitcher goes- often to the well, but is 
* broke at laft.” So faying, he pointedto his col- 
lar; by which gefture, and the broken hints he 
had ejaculated, I found he fufpected’ me of hav- 
inig robbed on the highway ; and I laughed very 
heartily at his fuppofition.— Without explaining 
myfelf any farther, I told him. he was miftaken 
in his conjecture; that I-had been for fome time 
paft with the relation of whom he had frequent- 
ly heard me fpeak; and‘that being to fet out 
next day upon my travels, I had come thither to 
take my leave of my friends, and to receive of him 
the money he had borrowed from me, which, now 
that I was going abroad, I fhould have occafion 
for. ~-He was a little difconcerted at this demand ; 
but, recolecting himfelf in a moment, fwore, 


b-4 


_ in an affected paflion, that I had ufed him ex- 


QO 3 tremely 
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tremely ill, and he would never forgive me, for 
having, by this fhort warning, put it out of hig 
power to free himfelf of an obligation he could 
no longer bear.--I could not help fmiling at this 
pretended delicacy, which I commended highly, 
telling him, he needed not be uneafy on that 
fcore, for I would give him a direction to a mer- 
chant in the city, with whom I would leave a 
difcharge for the fum, to be delivered upon pay- 
ment.---He profeffed much joy at this expedient, 
and with great eagernefs afked the perfon’s name 
and place of abode, which he forthwith wrote in 
his pocket-book, affuring me, that he would not 
be long in my debt.---This affair, which I knew. 
he would never after think of, being fettled to 
his fatisfaction, I fent cards to all my friends, 
defiring the favour of their company at a tavern 
in the evening, when they honoured my invita. 
tion, and I had the pleafure of treating them in 
a very elegant manner, at which they expreffed 
as much admiration as applaufe. Having enjoyed 
ourfelves till midnight, I took my leave of them 
all, being well-nigh ftified with careffes; next 
day I fet out with Strap in a poft-chaife for. 
Gravefend, where we went on board, and the 
wind ferving, weighed anchor in lefs than twelve 
*hours.---Without meeting with any. accident, 
we got as far as the Downs, where we were o- 
bliged to come to an anchor, and wait for an 
eafter}y wind to carry us out of the cHannel. 
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CLARE Res MORN 


"CHAP, EXV 0! 


I fet. out for Suffen—confult Mrs. Sagely— 

. atchieve an interview with Narciffa—return 
to the foip—we get clear of the Channel—I 

~ dearn our deftination—=we are chaced by a: 

- Igrge foip— the company are difmayed, and 
encouraged by the captain’s fpeech—our pur-| 

| fuer bappens to be an Englifo man of war” 
—qwe arrive on the coaft of Guinea, pur- 


- chafe 400 negroes, fail for Paraguay, get 


Safe inte the river of Plate, and fell our cargo: 
‘ to great advantage. Se ee oe 
[IT was now I put in execution the fcheme I had’ . 
" projected at London ; and afking leave of the 
captain, for Strap and me to ftay on fhore till the’ 
wind fhould become favourable, my requeft was" 
granted, becaufe he had orders to remain in the 
Downs until he fhould receive fore difpatches 
from Eondon, which’he did not expect in lef: 
than a week.---Having imparted my refolution 
td my trufty valet, who (tho’ he endeavour’d to 
diffuade me from fuch a rafh undertaking) would 
not quit me in the enterprize, I hired horfes, ayd 
fet out immediately for that part of Suffex where | 
my charmer was confined, which was not above 
thirty miles diftant from Deal where we mounted. . 
---As I was perfectly well acquainted with the ex- 
tent of the Squire’s eftate and influence, I halted: 
within five miles of his houfe, where we remained 
| O-4 ell. 
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*till the twilight, at which time we fet forward, 
and, by the favour of a dark night, gained 2 
eopfe about half a mile from the village where Mrs. 
Sagely lived.—Here we left our horfes tied to a 
tree, and went directly to the houfe ef my old 
benefactrefs, Strap trembling all the way, and 
venting raped petitions to. heaven for our 
fafety. . Her habitation ‘being quite folitary, we 
arrived at the door without being obferved, when 
I ordered my companion to enter by himfelf, and 
in cafe there fhould be company with-her, deliver 
a letter which I had wrote for the purpofe, and 
fay that a friend of hers in London, underftanding 
that he intended to travel this read, had com- 
mitted it to his care.~—He rapped’ at the door, to 
which the good old matron coring, told him, 
that being a lone woman, he muft excufe her, if 
fhe did net open it, until he had ‘declared his 


mame and bufinefs.—He anfwered, that his name | 


was unknown to her, and that his bufinefs was 
te deliver a letter, which (to. free her from alk 
Tanner of apprehenfion) he would convey ta 
her through the fpace between the door and. 


threfhold.—This he inftantly performed ; and fhe. - 


no fooner read the contents, which fpecified my 
being prefent, than fhe cried, “* If the perfon 
““ who wrote this letter be at hand, let him 
“* {peak, that I may be affured by his voice whe« 
“© ther or not I may fafely admit him.”—I forth- 
with applied my mouth to the key-hole, and pro- 
nounced, ** Dear mother, you need not be afvai , 


** who now crave admittance.” —She knew my: 


voice, and opening the door immediately, re~ 
ceived me with a truly maternal affection, mani-. 
fefting -by the tears:the Jet fall, her as left I 

a ae eee ea 2 _, fhould, 


d pro-. 
aid, 
“* it is I, fo much indebted to your goodnefs, 


| 
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fhould be difcovered, for fhe hid; been: informed 
of every thing that had happened: between Nar+ 
ciffa and me, from the dear captive’s own mouth. 


_ #~When I explained the motive of my journey, 


which was no other than a defire of feeing the 
object of my. love before I fhould quit the king- 
dom, that ] might in perfon convince her of the 
neceffity I was under to.leave her, reconcile-her . 


to that event, by defcribing the advantages that 


in all sbarppany | would attend it, repeat-:my vows 
of eternal conftancy, and enjoy the melancholy 
pleafure of a tender embrace at parting. ——f 
fay, when | had thus fignified my intentidn, Mra. 
Sagely teld me, that Narciffa, upon her returmm 
from the Bath, had, been fo ftri@tly watched). 
that no body, but one er two: of the: fervants 
devoted to-her brother, was- admitted te her pre- 
fence ; that afterwards the had been: a: little en-. 
larged, and was permitted to fee company ; during 
which indulgence, fhe had been feveral times.a¢ 


her cottage: but of late the had. been betrayed by 


one of the fervants, who difcovered to the fquire;,. 
that he had once carried a letter: from-her to the- 
poft-houfe directed to me ; upon which informa: 
tion, fhe was now more confined than:ever, an&k 
that I could have no chance of feeing her, unlefs: 
I would rum the rifque of getting into the garden, 
where fhe and her maid were every day allowed 
to take the air, and lie hid until I fhould have an 
opportunity ef fpeaking to them —an adventure: 
which would be attended with fuch danger, that 
no man in hie right wits would attempt it. —+- 
This enterprize, hazardous as: it was, I refolved: 
to perform, in fpite of all the arguments of Mrs. 
Sagely, who reafoned, chid, and intreated by 
@urns 5 and the tears. and prayers of Strap, who: 
Ee okie O5 | con- 
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conjured me on his knees, to have more regard 
to myfelf as well as to him, than to tempt my 
own deftruction in fuch a precipitate manner. I 
was deaf to every thing, but the fuggeftions of 
my love; and ordering him toreturn immediately 
awith the horfes tothe inn from whence we fet out; 
and wait for my coming in that place, he at firft 
peremptorily refufed to leave me, until I perfuaded 
him, that if-our horfes fhould remain where 
ahey were ’till day-light, they would certainly be — 
difcovered, and the whole county alarmed. On 
this confideration, he took his leave m a forrowful 
plight, kiffed my hand, and weeping, cried, ““God 
* knows if ever I fhall fee you again.” —My kind 
landiady finding me obftinate, gave me her beft | 
advice how to behave.in the execution of -my 
project; and after having perfuaded me to take a 
little refrefhment, accommodated me.with:a:bed, 
and left-me to my repofe.--Early in the morning, 
I got up, and armed with a couple.of loaded ‘pif= 
tols and a hanger, went to the back of the Squire’s 
garden, climbed over the wall, and,. according to 
Mis.‘ Sagely’s direction, concealed myfelf in a 
thicket, hard by. an alcove which terminated. a. 
walk. at a: good diftance from the houfe, which, I 
was told) 'my miftrefs.chiefly frequented::--Here 
I abfconded from five a-clock in the morning to 
fix in the evening, without feeing a humman-crea- 
ture; at laft I perceived twa women approaching, 
whom by my-throbbing heart I foon recogniz’d 
to be the adorable Narcifla and Mifs Willianss,. E. 
felt the ftrongeft agitation:of foul ag the. fight ; 
and guefling that they would repofethemfeives in 
the alcove, I ftept.into it unperceiv’d, and laid up- 
on the ftone-table a picture of myfelf in minia~ 
ture, for which I had fat in London, purpofing to 
: . leave 


\ 
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leave it! with'Narciffa béfore I fhould-go abroad... 
} expofed it in this manner, as an introduction to- 
my owh appearance, which, without fome previ- 
ous intimation, I was afraid might have an un- - 
lucky effect upon the delicate nerves of my fair 
enflaver; and then withdrew into the thicket, . 
where I could hear their difcourfe, and fuit-my- 
felf tothe circumftances of the occafion.— As they 
advanced, I obferved an air of melancholy in the 
countenance of Narciffa, blended. with fuch un- - 
fpeakable fweetnefs, that I could fcarce refrain: 
from flying into her arms, and kiffing away the’ 
pearly drop that ftood collected in each bewitch- 
ing eye. According to my expectation, fhe en- 
fered the alcove, and perceiving fomething en the = 
table; took it up. No fooner did fhe:caft: her eye - 
upon the- features, than ftartled.at the refem- 
blance, fhe:cried, ‘* Gracious God!’ and: the 
rofes inftantly vanifhed from her cheeks.—Her 
confidante, alarm’d-at this exelamation, looked at. - 
the picture, and, ftruck with the likenefs, exclaims 
éed, ‘*O Jefus:! the very features of Mr. Ran- 
“dom!” Nareiffa having recollected herfelf a « 
little; faid, ‘*’Whatever ‘angel brought it- hither 
as a comfort to mein my:affliction, FT anr: 
‘thankful for the benefit, and will preferve it as - 
‘* the deareft object of ‘my-care.” So faying,.. 
fhe kiffed it: with furprifing ardour, fhed.a flood | 
ef tears, and.then:depofited the lifelefs image in - 
her lovely bofonr. Tranfported at thefe fymptoms.:: 
ef her unaltered*affection, I was about-to throw ° 
myfelf-at her feet; when Mifs: Williams; whofe. - 
reflection was lefs engaged: than: that. of her 
miftrefs,. obferved; .that the pi@are could not: 
tranfport itfelf hither, and that the could rot help : 
thinking I was.not far. off.---The gentle Narcitla 
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farting at this conjecture, ‘anfwered, “ -Heavew 
** forbid |! for although nothing in the univerfe 
“ qpuld yield me fatiséaction equal to that of hie 
“* prefence for one poor moment, in a proper. 
* place, I would rather forfeit his company — 
« almoft for ever, than fee him here, where 
« his life weuld be expofed to. fo much dan- 
« ger.”—I could no longer reftrain the impulfe 
ef, my but breaking from my conceal- 
ment, ftoed before her, when the utter’d a fear-. 
fal fhriek, and fainted inthe arms of her .com- 
panion. J flew towards the treafure of my foul, 
clafped her in my embrace, and with the warmth 
of es kiffes, brought her again to life. O! 
that 1 were endowed with the exprefiion of. 2 
Raphael, the graces of @ Guido, :the magick 
touches of a Titian, that. I might .reprefent the 
fond concern, the chaftened rapture, and inge- 
nuous blufh that mingled on her beauteous face, 
whem fhe opened her eyes upon me, and pro- 
ounced, “ O heavens! is it you !” 

_ I am afraid I have already encroathed upon 
the reader’s.patience, with the particulars of thie 
amour, on which (I own) I cannot help being 
impertinently circumftantial. I fhall therefore 
omit the fefs material pafflages. of this inter 
view, durmg which I convinced her reafon, tho’ 
I could not appeafe the fad prefages-of ‘her love, 
with regard to the long voyage, and dangers I 
muft undergo.— When we had fpent an hour 
(which was alt fhe eould {pare from the barbarity 
of her brother’s vigilance) in lamenting over ous 
hard fate, and in repeating our reciprocal vows, 
Mils Willams reminded us-of the neeeffity there 
_was for our immediate parting ; and fure, lovers 
never parted with fuch forrow and daria sie 
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But beeaule my words.are incapable of .doing: 


juftice to this affecting circumftance, I am obliged 


to draw a veil over it, and obferve, that I return~ 
ed in the dark to the houfe of Mrs. Sagely, who; 
was overjoy’d to hear of my fuccefs, and oppofed 
the ‘tumults of my grief with fuch ftrength of 
reafon, that my swind regained in fgme measure 
Ms tranquility ; and that very: night, after having. 
forced upon this good gentlewoman a purfe of 
twenty guineas, as.ateken of my gratitude and. 
efteem,, I took my leave of her,. fet out on foot 
for the inn, where my. arrival freed honeft Strap 
from the horrors of unutterable dread,. 7 
We took horfe immediately, and alighted early: 
next moming at Deal, where I found my uncle . 
in great concern on aecount of my abfence,. be- 
caufe he had received his difpatches, and mutt have: 
weighed with the fir& fair wind, whether J] had 
been on board or not.--Next day,, a brifk eafterly 
gale fpringing up, we fet fail, and in eight an¢ 
forty hours got elear of the Channel. ) 
: When awe were about 200 Jeagues from. 


' the Land’s end, the. captain taking me apart 


into the cabbin, told me, that,. now he was per- 
mitted by his inftructions, he would difclofe the 
intent and deftination of our voyage: “ The ‘ 
“* fhip, faid he, which has been fitted out at a 
* great expence, ts bound for the coaft of Guinea, 
* where we {hall exchange part of our cargo 
“* for flaves and gold duft; from thence we will 
** tranfport our negroes to Buenos-A yres in New- 
‘* Spain, where, (by virtue of paffports obtained 
** from our own court, and that of Madrid) we 
** will difpofe of them and the goods that re- 
“ main on board for filver, by means of our. 
 fupercasgo, who is perfectly well sa i 
. a wit 
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* with the coaft, the lingo and inhabitants.” 


— Being thus let into the fecret of our expedition; . 
I borrowed of the fupercatgo a Spanith grammar,” 


dictionary, and fome- other-books: of the fame’ 
‘Tanguage, which I ftudied with {uch application, 
that before we. arrived in New-Spain, I could’ 
Maintain a converfation with him.in that tengue. 
--Being arrived in the warm latitudés, F ordered: 
(with the captain’s confent)the:whole‘fhip's com~ 


pany to be: blooded and purged, myfelf under- . 


going the fame evacuation, in order to: prevent 
thofe dangerous fevers to which northern confti- 
tutions are fubject in hot climates ; and I have- 
reaforr to believe that this precaution was not 
unferviceable; for we loft- but one-failor during: 
our whole paflaze to the coaft.: . ok. 
' Oneday, when we had been about five weeks 
at fea, we defcried to windward a large fhip bear- 
ing down upon us with/all the fail fhe couldearrry- 
Upon which, my uncle ordered the ftudding-faits 
to be hoifted, and the fhip to be cleared for en- 
gaging ; but finding, that -(to ufe the feamen’s 
phrafe): we were very much wronged by the fhip: 
which had us in: chace,- and which by thistime 
had hoifted French colours, Ae commandedthe 


Rudding-fails to be taken in, the courfes to be _ 
clewed ‘up, the main-top-fail to be backed} the 


tompions to be taken out of the guns, and-every 


man to repair to his quarters: Whilé every body 
was bufied in the performance of -thefe-orders,-. 


Strap came upon: the ‘quarter-deek, - trembling 
and looking aghaft, and, with a voice half‘fup- 
prefled by fear, afked if } thought we were a 
match for the veffel in purfuit of'us. - Obferving 
his, confternation, I faid,..“ -Wirat!. :are you 
“afraid, Strap?” Afraid . (h@ replied) n-n-no 

. r “* what 
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‘‘. what :(hould I be afraid of ? Ithank God I have 
“S.4 clear confcience ;—-but I believe it will be a: 
“ bloody battle, and I with you may not haveoc-. 
“. eafion for another hand to afhift you in the cock-. 
_“upit.”.--T immediately perceived his drift, and 
_ making the captain acquainted with his fituation, , 
defired he might be ftationed below with me and 
my mates. My uncle, incenfed at his pufilanimi-. 
ty, bid me fend him down inftantly, that his fear 
might not infect the fhip’sccompany:; whereupon:, 
I told the poor fteward, that I Had begg’d him for - 
an affiftant;. and defired him to go down and help . 
my mates ‘to get ready the inftruments and. 
drefiings. Notwithftanding the fattefaction 
he mutt ‘have felt at thefe -tidings, he affected 
a fhynefs of quitting the upper deck; and faid, 
he hoped I did not imagine he was afraid to do 
his duty above board, for he believed himfelf as . 
well prepared for death as any man in the fhip, 
no difparagement to me or the captain. —.I was - 
difguited at this affectation, andin-erder topwnith 
bis .hypocrify, affured him, he might take his 
choice either of going down to the ‘cockpit 
with me, or of ftaying upon deck durmg the 
engagement. Alarmed.at this indifference, he 
replied, ‘* Well, to oblige you, I'll go down, 
“*. butremember it is more for.your fake than my: 
“. own.”* So-faying, he difappeared in-a.twink- 
ling, without waiting for an anfwer. — By this 
time we could obferve two tire of: guns in the 
fhip which purfued us, and which was now: but 
two fhort miles aftern. This difcovesy had an 
evident effect upon the failors, who didnot icruple 
to fay, that we fhould be tore to pieces, and blown 
out.of the water, and that if.in cafe any of them 
fhould lofe their.precious limbs, they. muft go a- 
begging for life, for there was no provifion mee 
: y 
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ftanding this backwardnefs, ordered the erew: 
abaft, and fpoke to them thus; “ My lads, I ain 
told you hang an per —I ae to fex 
thirty years, man and boy, and never faw 
Englith Gailors afraid before. — Mayhap yow 
thmk I want to expofe you for the lucre of 
gain.—- W hofoever thinks fo, thinks x damned 
lie, for my whole cargo is infured; fo that in 
cafe I fhould be taken, my lofs wiil not be 
great.— The enemy is ftronger than we to be 
fure.—What then? have we nota chance for 
Carrying away one of her mafts, and fo geo 
clear of her?-——If we find her too hard 
for us, ’tis but ftriking at laft.—If any mam 
is-hurt in the engagement, I promife on the 
word of an honeft feaman, to make him a 
recompence according to his lofs. —- So now, 
you that are lazy, lubberly, cowardly dogs, 
get away, and fculk in the hold, and bread- 
** room ; and you that are jolly boys, ftand by 
“ me, and let us give one broad-fide for the 
“ honour of old England.” This eloquent ha- 
- Fangue was fo well adapted to the difpofition ofhis 
hearers, that one and-all of them, pulling off their 
hats, waved them over their heads, and faluted hint 
with three chears;. upon which he fent his boy’ 
for two large cafe-bottles of brandy, and having 
treated every man with a dram, they repaired 
vo their quarters, ‘and waited impatiently: for the 
word of command. — I muft do my unele, the 
juftice'to fay, that in the whole of his difpofition, 
he behaved with the utmott intrepidity, condu& 
and deliberation._-The enemy being very near, he 
ordered me to my ftation, and was juft going to 
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pive the word-for hoifting the colours, and firing, 
when the fuppofed Frenchman, hauled down his 
white: pennant jack and enfign, lioifted Englith 
ones, and fired a gum a-head of us: This was a 
joyful event to captam Bowling, who imme- 

iately fhewed his colours, and flred.a gan to 
leeward: Upon which the other fhip ran along- 
fide of him, hailed him, and giving him to know 
that fhe was an Englifh man of war of forty 
guns, ordered him to hoift out his boat and 
come on board. — This he performed with the 
more alacrity, becaufe upon enquiry, he found 
that fhe was commanded by an old mefs-mate of 
his, who was overjoyed to fee him, detained him 
to dinner, and fent his barge for the fupercargo 
and me, who were-very much careffed on his 
account. — As this commander was deftined 
to cruize upon the French, in the latitude of 
Martinico; his ftem and quarters were adorned 
with white flowers de lis, and the whole fhelt 
of the fhip. fo much difguifed, for a decoy to 
the enemy, that it was no. wonder my uncle did 
not know her, although he. had failed on board 
of her many years.--We kept company with her 
four days, during which time the.captains were 
never afunder, and then parted, our courfe tying 
different from hers. 

In lefs than a fortnight after, we made the 
land of Guinea, near the mouth ef the river 
Gambia, and trading along the coaft as far to. 
the fouthward of the Line as Angola and Ben-. 
guia, in lefs than fix months difpofed of the 
greate(t past of our cargo, and purchafed four 
hundred negroes, my adventure baving been 
laid out chiefly in gold duft, _ 

ur 
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Our compliment being made up,. we took oux 
departure from Cape Negro, and arrived in the. 
Rio de la Plata in fix weeks, ‘having met with- 
nothing. remarkable in our voyage, except an 

ridemic fever, not unlike the, jail diftemper, 
” which broke out among our flaves, and carried’ 
off a good many of the-fhip’s company ; among: 
whom J loft one of my mates, and poor Strap. 
had well nigh given up the ghoft—Having pro- 
duced our paffport to the Spanifh governor, we. 
were received with great courtefy, fold our flaves. 
in a very few days, and could have put off five. 
times the number at our own price; being o-- 
bliged to fmuggle the reft of our merchandize,. 
confifting of European bale goods, which how-., 
ever we made fhift to difpofe of at a.great ad— 
Vantage. | 


i} 
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ecece-coseetoousececce 
CHAP. LXVL | 


F am invited to the Villa of a Spanifh Don, 
where we meet with an Englifb- gentleman, 
and make a very interefting difcovery —— 
we leave Buenos Ayres, and arrive at Fa- 
maice.. | 


O UR thip being freed from the difagreeable 
lading of Negroes, to whom indeed I ha¢ 
been a miferable flave, fince our leaving the coaft. 
of Guinea, I began to enjoy myfelf; and breathe, 
with pleafure the pure air of Paraguay, this part 
of which is reckoned the Montpelier of Soutir 
America, and’ has oBtained, on account of its 
climate, the name of Buenos Ayres.—It was in’ 
this delicious place, that I gave myfelf entirely’ 
up to the thoughts of my dear Narciffa, whofe 
image ftill kept full poffeffion of my breaft, and‘ 
whofe charms, enhanced-by‘abfence, appeared to’ 
my imagination, if poffible, more engaging than 
ever! I calculated the profits of my voyage, 
which even exceeded my expectation ; refolved 
to purchafe a handfome fine-cure upon my ar- 
rival in England, and if I fhould find the Squire 
as averfe to me as ever, marry his fifter by ftealth ; 
and@’in cafe our family fhould encreafe, rely upon 
the. generofity of my uncle, who was by this 
time worth a confiderable-fum. > 
~ While I amufed myfelf with thefe agreeable: 
projects, and the tranfporting hopes of oe 
eG ms arciffa. 
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Narciffa, we were very ‘much carefied by the 
Spanifh gentlemen, who frequently formed par= 
ties of pleafure for our entertainment, in which 
we made excurfions.a good way into the country. 
Among thofe who fignalized themfelves by their 
civility to us, there was one Don Antonio de 
Ribera, a-very polite young gentleman, with 
whom I had contra&ed an intimate friendfhip, 
who invited us one day to his country-houfe, and 
as a further inducement to our compliance, pro- 
mifed to procure for us the company of an En- 
glifth fignor, who had been fettled in thefe parts 
many years, and acquired the love and efteem 
of the whole -province by his affability, good 
fenfe, and honourable behaviour. 

We accepted his invitation, and:{et out for his 
Villa, where we had not been longer -than an 
hour, when the perfon arrived, in whofe favour 
I had been fo much prepoffeffed.---He was a tall 
man,.remarkably well. fhaped,, of a fine mein 
and appearance commanding refpect, and feemed 
to be turned. of forty; the features.of his face 
were faddened with a referve and gravity, whicly 
in other countries would have been thought the 
effect of melancholy ; but here,.appeared to have 
heen. contracted by his commerce with the Spa- 
niards,. who are remarkable for that feverity of. 
countenance :, Underftanding from Don Antenio 
that we were his countrymen, he faluted us alk 
round very complaifantly, and fixing his eyes 
attentively‘on me, uttered a deep figh.———I had 
been ftruck with a profound veneration for hin 
at his firft coming into the.room; and no fooner- 
obferved this expreflion of his forrew, directed, ax 
it were, -in a particular mapper to. me, thanmy 
heart took part in his grief, I fyexpathized:invo— 

a luntarily,, 
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funtarily, and fighed in my tum.—Having afked 
jeave of our entertainer, he accofted us in En- 
glith, profeffed his fatisfaction at feeing fo many 
of his countrymen in fuch a remote place, and 
atked the captain, who went by the name of 
Signor Thoma, from what part of Britain he 
failed, and whither he was bound. — My uncle 
told him that we had failed from the river Thames, 
and were bound for the fame place, by the way 
of Jamaica, where we intended to take in a 
lading of fugar. 

‘Having fatisfied himfelf in thefe and other par- 
ticulars about the ftate of the war, he gave us 
to underftand, that he had a longing defire to 
revifit his native country,in confequence of which, 
he had already tranfmitted to Europe the greateft 
part of ‘his fortune in neutral bottoms, and would 
willingly embark the reft of it, with himfelf, in 
our fhip, provided the captain had no objection 
to fuch ‘a paffenger—My uncle very prudently 
replied, that-for his part, he fhould be glad of 
his company, if he could procure the confent of 
the governor, without which he durft not admit 
him on board, whatever inclination he had to 
oblige him. The gentleman approved of his 
<tifcretion, and telling him, that there would be 
ono difficulty in obtaining the connivance of thé 
_ governor, who was his good friend, fhifted the 
converfation to another fubjectt. | 
"I was overjoyed to'hear his intention, and al- 
ready interefted my felf fo much in his favour, 
fhat had he been difappointed, I fhould:- have been 
very‘unhappy : In the courfe of our entertain- 
ment, he eyed me with uncommon attachment ; 
{ felt a-furptizing attraction towards him ; when 
he'fpoke, | liftened with attention.and te 

ee . ' the 
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the dignity of his deportment filted me with af- 


fection and awe; and in fhort; the emotions of 
my foul, in prefence of this ftranger, were‘ftrong 
and unaccountable. | 7 
Having fpent the beft part of the day with us, 
he took his leave, telling captain Thoma, that 
he would hear from him in a fhort time : He was 
no iooner gone, than I afked a thoufand queftions 
about him, of Don Antonio, who could give 
me no other fatisfaction, than that his name was 
Don Rodriguez, that he had lived fifteen or fix- ” 
tcen years in thefe parts, was reputed rich, and 
fuppofed to have been unfortunate in his younger 
years, becaufe he was obferved to nourith a :pen- 
five melancholy, even from the time of his firft 
fettlement among them ; but that no body had 
ventured to enquire into the caufe of his forrow, 
in confideration of his peace, which might fuffer 
in the recapitulation of his misfortunes. 7 
IT was feized with an neo defire of know- 
ing the particulars of His fate, and enjoyed not 
one hour of repofe during the whole night, by 
reafon of the eager conceptions that infpired me, 
with regard to his ftory, which I refolved (if pof- 
fible) to learn.—Next morning, while we were at 
breakfaft, three mules richly caparifoned arrived, 
with a meffage from Don Rodriguez, defiring 
our company, and that of Don Antonio, at his 
houfe, which was fituated about ten miles fur- 
ther up in the country.—!I was pleafed with this 
invitation, in confequence of which we mount- 
ed the mules which he had provided for us, and 
alighted at his houfe before noon.—Here we were 
{plendidly entertained by the generous ftranger, 
who ftill feemed to fhew a particular regard for 


me,and after dinner, made me a prefent of ring fet 
with 
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with a beautiful amethyit, the production of that 
country, faying at the fame time, that he was 
once bleffed with a fon, who, had he lived, would 
have been nearly of my age. This obfervation 
delivered with a profound figh, made my heart 
throb with violence ; a crawd of confufed ideas 
rufhed upon my imagination, which, while I en- 
deavoured to unravel, my uncle perceived my 
abfence: of thought, and tapping me on the 
fhoulder, faid,’ “* Oons! are you afleep, Rory! 
‘Before [ had time to reply, Don Rodriguez, with 
an uncommon eagernefs of voice and look, pro- 
nounced, “‘Pray, captain,what is the young gentle- 
man’s name ?”——-“ His name (faid my uncle) 
“¢ is Roderick Random.”—* Gracious Powers !” 
{cried the ftranger, ftarting up) — ‘ And his 
“< mother’s—His mother (anfwered the captain, 
‘© amazed) was called Charlotte Bowling.”—. 
< O bounteous heaven! (exclaimed Don Rodri- 
“© guez, fpringing acrofs the table, and clafping 
© me in his arms) my fon! my fon! have I 

“¢ found thee again? do I hold thee in my em- 
“¢ ‘brace, after having loft and defpaired of fee- 
“ing thee, fo'tong ’” So faying, he fell upon 
my neck and wept aloud with joy. while the 
power of nature operating ftrongly in my breatt, 
{ was loft in rapture, and while he preffed me 
to his heart, let fall a fhower of téars into his 
bofom.—His utterance was choaked up a good 
while, ‘by the agitation of his foul; at ine he 
broke out into ‘“‘Myfterious Providence ! —O 
&° my dear-‘Charlotte ! there yet remains a pledge 
“ of our love ! and fuch a pledge ! — fo found ! 
“< == (QO infinite goodnefs! let me adore thy all- 
“© wife decrees!” “Having thus expreffed him- 
Self, he kneeled upon the floor, lifted up his 2 
* é an 


a 


336 The Adventures of - 


and hands to heaven, and remained fome mi- 
nutes in a filent extafy of devotion: I put my-_ 
felf in the fame pofture, adored the all-good Dif- 
pofer in a prayer of mental thankfgiving; and 
when his ejaculation was ended, did homage tq 
my father, and craved his parental bleffing. He 
hugged me again with unutterable fonduefs, and 
having implored the prote¢tion of heaven upon 
my head, raifed me from the ground, and pre- 
Sented me as his fon to the company, who wept 
in concert over this affecting {cene.—Among the 
reft my uncle did not fail of difcovering the good- 
nefs and joy of his heart, albeit unufed to the meit- 
§ng mood ; he bilubbered with great tendernefs, 
and wringing my -father’s hand, cry’d, “ Bro- 
*¢ ther Random, Pm rejoiced to fee you--God be 
“¢ praifed for this happy meeting.”—Don Rodri- 
guez, underftanding that he was his brother-in- 
law, embraced him affectionately, faying, ‘“‘ Are 
“¢ you my Charlotte’s brother.’—-alas ! unhappy 
“ Charlotte !—but why fhould I repine? we fhall 
“© meet again, . never more to part !—Brother, 
** you are truly welcome—Dear fon, | am tranf- 
“© ported with un{peakable joy !—This day is a 
‘¢ jubilee—my friends and fervants fhall thare 
“© my fatisfa¢tion. = 
While he difpatched meffengers to the gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood, to annance this event, 
and gave orders for a grand entertainment, I was 
fo. much affected with the tumults of pafiion, 
which affailed me on this great, fyudden, and un+ 
expected occafion, that I feH fick, fevered, and 
in lefs than three hours, became quite de- 
lirious; fo that the preparations were coun. 
termanded, and the joy of the family con- 
verted into grief and defpair. — Phyficians:were 
a . * inftantly 
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 dnftantly called, I was pientifully bleoded in the_ 


foot, my lower extremities were bathed ina de- 
coétion of falutiferous herbs ; in ten hours: after 
I was taken: ill, I enjoyed a critical fweat, and 
next day, félt'no remains of the diftemper, but 
an agreeable laffitude, which did not hinder me 
from getting up.—During. the progrefs of this 
féver, which, from the term of its duration, is 
called d:phemera, my father never once quitted my 


eet ee Orie 


_—“hed-fide, but adminiftred the preftriptions of the 


phyficians with the moft pious care; while Captain 
Bowling manifefted his concern ' by the like atten- 
dance:—I no fooner found myfelf.deliveted from 
the difeafe, than I bethought myfelf of my honeft 
friend Strap ; artd refolving to make him happy 
forthwith, in the knowledge of my good for- 
tune, told my father, in general, that I had been 
infinitely obliged to this faithful adherent ; and 
begged he would indulge me fo far as to fend 
for him, without letting him know my happinefs, — 
until he could receive an aecount of it from my 
own mouth. | a : . 
~My requeft was inftantly complied with, and 
a meffenger with a fpare mule detached to the 
fhip, carrying orders from the captain tothe mate 
to fend the fteward by the bearer.—My health 
being, inthe mean time, re-eftablifhed, and my 
mind compofed, I began to relifh this important 
turn of my fortune, in reflecting upon the advan- 
tages with which it muft be attended ; and as the 
idea of my lovely Narciffa always joined itfelf to 
every fcene of happinefs I could imagine, I en- 
tértained myfelf now, with the profpect of pof- 
feffing her in that diftinguifhed fphere, to which 
fhe was intitled by her birth and qualifications. 
—Having often mentioned her name while I was 

ee deprived 
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deprived of my fenfes, my father gueffed that 
there was an intimate connexion between us, 
and difcovering the picture which hung in my 
bofom by a ribbon, did not doubt that it was 
the refemblance of my amiable miftrefs: In 
this belief he was confirmed by my uncle, who 
told him that it was the picture of a young wo- 
man, to whom I was under promife of marriage. 
~-Alarmed at this piece of information, Don 
Rodriguez took the firft opportunity of quef- 
tioning me about.the.circumftances of this affair, 
which when I had candidly recounted, he ap- 
proved of my paffion, and promifed to contri- 


bute all in his power towards its fuccefs: though . 


I never doubted his generofity, I was tranfported 
on this occafion, and throwing myfelf at his feet, 
told him, he had now completed my happinefs; 
for without the poffeffion of Narciffa, I fhould 
‘be miferable among all the pleafures oftlife.—He 
raifed me with a fmile of paternal fondnels ; 
faid, he knew what it was to bein love; and ob- 
ferved, that if he had been as tenderly beloved 
by his father, as I was by mine, he would not 
now, perhaps, have caufe———Here he was in- 
~ gerrupted by a figh, the tear ftood collected in 
his eye, he fupprefied the dictates of his grief, 
and the time being opportune, defired me to re- 
Jate the paffages of my life, which my uncle had 
told him were manifold and furprizing.--I re- 
counted the moft material circumftances of my 
- fortune, to which he liftened with wonder and 
attention, manifefting from time to time thofe 
Mifferentemotions, which my different fituations 
may ‘be fuppofed to have raifed in a parent's 
breaft ; and when my detail was.ended, bleffed 


‘Sod for the adverfity I had undergone, meh 
, “he 
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he faid, enlarged the underftanding, improved 


the heart, fteeled the conftitution, and qualified |“ 


a Young man for all the duties and enjoyments 
of life, much better than any education which 


| affluence. could: beftow. 


When I had thus fatisfied his curiofity, I dif- 
covered an inclination to hear the particulars of 


_ his ftory, which he gratified, by beginning with 


his marriage, and proceeding to the day of 
his difappearing, as I have related in the firft 
part of my memoirs, ‘* Carelefs of life (con- 
“¢ tinued he) and unable to live in a place where 
every object recalled the memory of my dear 
*° Charlotte, whom I had loft through the bar- 
barity of an unnatural parent, I took my 
leave of you, my child, then an infant, with 
an heart full of unutterable woe, but little 
fufpecting that my father’s unkindnefs would 
have defcended to my innocent oxphan ; and 
*¢ fetting out alone, at midnight, for the neareft 
fea-port, early next moming goton board a 
fhip, bound, as I had heard, for France, 
and bargaining with the mafter for my paf- 
‘ fage, bid along adieuto my native country, 
“¢ and put to fea with the firft fair wind. The 
place of our deftination was Granville, but we 
“* had the misfortune torun upon aridge of rocks 
“° near. the ifland of Alderney called the Gatkets, 
‘S where the fea running high, the fhip went to 
** pieces, the boat funk along-fide, and every foul 
** on board perifhed, except myfelf, who by 
the affiftance of a grating, got afhore on 
“* the coaft of Normandy: I went direétly to 
Caen, where I was fo lucky as to meet with a 
Count, whom I had. formerly known in my 


_“ travels; With this gentleman, I fet out for 


P2 “¢ Paris, 
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Paris, where I was recommended by him and 
other friends, as a tutor to a young noble- 
man, whom I accompanied to the court of 
Spain.—There we remained a whole year, 
at the end of which my pupil being recalled by 
his father, I quitted my office .and ftaid be- 
hind, by the advice of a certain Spanith gran- 
dee who took me into his protection, and in- 
troduced me to another nobleman, :who was 
afterwards created Viceroy of Peru. -—-He in- 
fifted on my attending him to his government 
in the Indies, where, however, by reafon of 
my religion, it was not in his power to make 
my fortune any other way than by encourag- 
ing me to trade, which I had not long profecuted 
when my patron died, and I found myielf in 
the midit of ftrangers, without one friend 'to 
{uppost or protect me; urged by this confi- 
deration, I fold my effects and removed to 
this country, the governor of which having 
been appointed:by the Vice-roy, was my inti- 
mate acquaintance.—Flere has heaven pro- 
fpered my endeavours,. during a refidence of 
fixteen Years, in which my tianquillity wag 
never invaded, ‘but by the Remembrance of 
your mother, whofe death I have in fecret 
mourned. without ceafing; and the reflection 
of you, whofe fate I could never learn, not- 
withitanding all my inquiries, by means of 
my friends in France, who, after the moft 
ftridt examination, could give me no other 
account, than.that you went abroad fix years 


. ago, and. was never after heard of.—I could 


not reft fatisfied with this imperfect informa- 
tion, and though my hope of finding you was 
“ but 
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“ but languid, 1efclved to goin queft of you 
“ in pe:fon; for which purpofe, I have remitted - 
to Holland the value of twenty thoufand pound, 
¢ and am in poileffion of fifteen thoufand more, 
“ with which I intended to embark myfelf on 
“ board of Captain Bowling, before I difcovered 
“ this amazing ftroke cf providence, which you 
«* may be fure has not altered my intention.” 

My father having entertained us with this a- 
greeable fketch of his life, withdrew in order to 
relieve Don Antonio, who in his abfence, had 
done the honours of his houfe; and I was juft 
dicffed for-my appearance among the guetts, 
when Strap arrived fiom the fhip. 

He no fooner entered the grand apartment, in 
which I was; and faw the ‘magnificence of my 
apparel, than his fpeech was joft in amazement, 
and he gaped in filence at the objects that fur-_ 
rounded him.--I took him by the hand, obferved 
- that I had fent for him to be a witnefs and 
fharer of my happinefs, and told him I had found 
a father.—At thefe words he ftarted, and after 
having continued fome minutes with his mouth 
and eyes wide open, cried, “* Aha! — odd, I 
‘¢ know what! go thy ways, poor Narciffa, and ~ 
*° go thy ways fomebody elfe — well — Lord, 
© what a thing ts love ?>—God help us! are all 
“© our mad pranks and proteftations come to this? 
‘¢ what! and you have fixed your habitation in 
“¢ this diftant land! God profper you-—I find - 
<< we muft part at laft—for I would not leave 
*< my poor carcafs fo far from my native home, 
“< for all the wealth of the univerfe!”” With thefe 
ejaculations, he began to fob and make wry 
faces ; upon which I affured him of his miftake, 
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both in regard to Narciffa, and my ftaying in 
Paraguay, and informed him as briefly as I could, 
of the great event which had happened.—Never 
was rapture more ludicroufly exprefled, than in 
the behaviour of this worthy creature, who 
cried, laughed, whiftled, fung and danced, all in 
a breath; his tranfport was fearce over, when 
my father entered, who no fooner underftoo? 
that this was Strap, than he took him by the 
hand, faying, ° Is this the honeft man, who be- 
“° friended you fo much in your diftrefs? you 
“‘-are welcome to my houfe, and I fhall foon 
<* put it in the Power of my fon toreward you 
“ for your good offices in his behalf; in the mean 
“‘ time, go with us and partake of the repatt. 
“* that is provided.” Strap, wild as he was 
with joy, would by no means accept of the 
proffered honour, crying, “ God forbid! I know 


“© my diftance+-your worfhip fhall excufe me.” — 


And Don Rodriguez finding his modefty in-. 
vincible, recommended him to his Major Domo, 
to be treated with the utmoft refpect; while he 
carried me into a large fatoon, where | was pre- 
fented to anumerous company, who loaded me 
with compliments and careffés, and congratu- 
lated my father in terms not proper for me to. 
repeat. . | 
Without fpecifying the particulars of our en- 
tertainment, let it fuffice to fay, it was at the 
.fame time elegant and fumptuous, and the re- 
joicings lafted two days: After which, Don Ro- 
driguez fettled his affairs, converted his effects 


into filver and gold, vifited and took leave of 


all his friends, who were grieved at his departure, 
and honoured me with confiderable prefents; and 
| | coming: 
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coming on board of my uncle’s fhip, with the’ 
firft favourable wind we failed from the Rio de 
Ia Plato, and in two months came fafe to an 
anchor in the harbour of Kingfton in the ifland . 
of Jamaica.. | 3 : 


ARAQLANM RANA RAS 
CHAP. LXVII. 


F vifit old friend Thomfon ——— we 
fet fail for Europe, meet with an odd ad- 
venture arrive in England L ride 
acrofs the country from Portfmouth to | 
Suffex converfe with Mrs. Sagely, 

who informs me of Narciffa’s a in Lon- 

don. in confequence of this intelligence, I 
proceed to Canterbury meet with my old: 

friend Morgan——arrive at London—— 
vifit Narciffa introduce my father to 
ber— be is charmed with ber good fenfe and 
beauty we come to a determination of 
demanding ber brother’s confent to our mar- 
riage. , | 


Enquired, as foon 4s I got afhore, about my 
generous companion Mr. Thomfon and hear- 
ing that he lived in a flourifhing condition, upon 
the eftate left to him by his wife’s father, who 
had been dead fome years, I took horfe immedi- 
ately, with the confent of Don Rodriguez, who. 
had heard me mention him with great regard, 
P 4 and. 
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and in a few hours reached the -place of his ha- 
batation. 

I thould much, wrong the delicacy of Mr. 
Thomfon’s. fentiments, to fay. barely he was glad 
to fee me: He felt all that the moft fenfible and 
difinte: efted friendthip could feel on this occafion, 
introduced me to his wife, a very amiable young 
lady, who had already bieffed him with twa fine 
children; and being as yet ignorant of my cir- 
cumftances, frankly offered me the .affiftance of 
his purfe and intereft. I thanked hirn for his ge- 
nerous intention, and made him acquainted with 
my fituation, on which he congratulated me with 
great joy, and after I had ftaid with him a whole 
day and night, accompanied me -back to King- 
fton, to wait upon my father, whom .he invited 
to his houfe: Don Rodriguez complied with his 
requeft, and having been handfomely entertained 
du-ing the fpace of a week, returned extremely 
well fatisfied with the behaviour of my friend 
and his lady, to whom at parting he prefented a 
valuable diamond ring, .as a-token of his.efteem. - 
During the courfe of my -converfation with Mr. 
Thomfon, he let me know that his and my old 
commander captain Oakhum was dead fome 
‘months, and that immediately after his death, a 
difcovery had been made of fome valuable effects 
that he had felonioufly fecreted out of a prize, by 
the affiftance of Dr. Mackfhane, who was now 
actually in prifoa on that account, and being de- 
ftitute of friends, fubfifted folely on the charity 
of my friend, whofe bounty he had implored. 
in the moft abject manner, after having been the 
barbarous occafion of driving him to that terrible 
extremity on board of the Thunder, which we 

- have 
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have formerly related. — W hatfoever this wretch 
might have been guilty of, I applauded Mr. 
Thomfon’s generofity towards him in his diftrefs, 
which wrought fo much upon me alfo, that I fent 
him ten piftoles, in fuch a private manner, that 
he could never know his benefactor. _ 
- While my father andI were careffed among the 
gentlemen on fhore, captain Bowling had wrote 
to his owners, by the packet, which failed a few 
days after our arrival, fignifying his profperous 
voyage hitherto, and defiring them to enfure his 
fhip and cargo homeward bound; after which he | 
applied himfelf fo heartily to the loading his fhip, 
that with the affiftance of Mr: Thomfon, the. 
was full in lefs than fix weeks.’ This kind gen- 
tleman likewife procured for Don Rodriguez, 
bills upon London for the greateft part of his 
gold and filver, by which means it was fecured 
againft the rifk of the feas and the enemy; and 
before we failed, fupplied us with fuch large 
quantities of all kinds of ftock, that not only’ 
we, but the whole fhip’s company, fared fumptu- 
oufly during the voyage. : 

Every thing being ready, we took our leave 
of our kind entertainers, and going on board at 
Port Royal, fet fail for England on the firft day 
of June——We beat up to windward, with fine 
eafy weather; and one night, believing ourfelves 
near Cape Tiberoon, lay to, with an intention 
to wood and water next morning in the bay :- 
While we remained in this fituation, a failor hav- 
ing drank more new rum than he could carry, 
ftaggered over-board; and notwithftanding all the. 
means that could be ufed to preferve him, went 
to the bottom and difappeared. About two hours 

i P 5 after 
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‘ after this melancholy accident happened, as I en-. 
joyed the cool air on the quarter-deck, I heard a. 
voice rifing, as it were, out of the fea,.and cal- 
ling, “ Ho, the fhip, a hoy!” Upon which 
one of the men upon the forecaftle cried, ‘ Pil. 
“© be d---n’d, if that an’t Jack Marlinfpike, 
“““who went over-board!” Not a little fur- 
prized at this event, I jumped into the boat that 
lay along-fide, with the fecond mate and four 
men, and rowing towards the place, from whence 
the voice (which repeated the hail) feemed to 
proceed, we perceived fomething floating upon. 
the water; when we had rowed a little farther, 
we difcerned it to be a man riding upon a. hen- 
coop, who feeing us approach, pronounced with 
a hoarfé voice, “ D---n your bloods! why did 
“ you not anfwer when I hailed?” Our mate, 
who was a veritable feaman, hearing. this falute,, 
faid, * By G--- my lads, this is none of our 
“ maz---This is the devil---pull away. for the 
<< fhip.” The fellows obeyed his command, 
without.queftion, and were already fome fathoms 
on our return, when I infifted on their taking up 
the poor creature, and prevailed upon them to 
go back to the wreck, which when we came 
near the fecond.time, and fignified our intention, 
we received an anfwer of, “ Avaft, avaft---what: 
“‘ thip, brother?’”’ Being fatisfied- in this par-. 
ticular, Ke cried, ‘* D---n the fhip, I was in 
“** hopes it had’ been my own --- where are you. 
** bound?” We gratified his curiofity in this 
too; upon which he fuffered himfelf to be taken 
on board, and after being comforted with, a 
dram, told us, he belonged to the Vefuvio mar 
of war, upon a.cruize off the ifland of Hifpa- 
niola 3. 


Roperick' RANDOM. 347° 
niola.;. that he had fallen over-board about four 
and twenty hours ago, and the fhip being under 
fail, they did not chufe to bring to, but toffed 
a hen-coop over-board for his convenience, up-. 
on which he was in good hopes of reaching the’ 


‘ Cape next morning ; howfomever, he was as 


well content to be aboard us, becaufe he did not™ 
doubt that we fhould meet his fhip; and if he. 
had gone afhore in the bay, he might have been: 
taken prifoner by-the French: --- My uncle and: 
father were very much diverted with the account” 
of this fellow’s unconcerned behaviour; and in« 
two days, meeting with the Vefuvio, as he ex-- 
pected, fent him on board’ of her according to: 
his defire. 

Having beat’ up fuccefsfully the windward: 
paffage, we ftretched to the northward, and fall—- 
ing in witha wefterly wind, in eight weeks ar-- 
rived in foundings, and in two days after made: 
the Lizzard.---It is impoffiblé to exprefs the joy: 


I felt at fight of Englifh.ground! Don Rodri-- 


‘guez was not unmoved, and Strap fhed tears of © 
gladnefs.--The failors profited by our fatisfaction;;, 
the fhoe that was nailed'to the maft, being quite: 
filled with our liberality.---My uncle refolved to: 
run up into the Downs at once, but the wind: 
fhifting when we were a-breaft of the ifle of” 
Wight, he was obliged to turn into St. Helens,. 
and come to an anchor at Spithead, to the great: 
mortification. of the crew,. thirty of whom were: 

immediately preffed on board of a man of war. . 
_ My father and I went afhore: immediately to« 
Portfmouth, leaving Strap with the captain to go- 
round with the (hip and take care of our effects ;; 
and I difcovered fo much impatience to fee my: 
| charmingz 
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charming Narciffa, that my father permitted me 
to ride acrofs the country to her brother’s houfe ; — 
while he fhould hire a poft-chaife for London, 
where he would wait for me at a place to which 

I directed him. : ; 
Fired with all the eagernefs of paffion, I took 
poft that very night, and in the morning reached 
an inn, about three miles from the Squire’s ha- 
bitation; here I remained till next evening, al- 
laying the torture of my impatience with the 
rapturous hope of feeing that divine creature, 
after an abfence of eighteen months, which fo far 
rom impairing, had raifed my love to the moft 
exalted pitch! Neither were my reflections free 
from apprehenfion, that fometimes intervened 
in fpite of all my. hope, and reprefented her as 
having yielded to the importunity of her brother, 
and bleffed the arms of an happy rival 
My thoughts were even maddened with the 
fear of her death; and when IJ arrived in the 
dark at the houfe of Mrs. Sagely, I had not 
for fome time courage to defire admittance, 
left my foul fhould be fhocked with difmal tidings. 
At length, however, I knocked, and no fooner 
certified the good gentlewoman of my voice than 
e opened the door, and received me with a 
moft affectionate embrace, that brought tears into 
her aged eyes: ‘‘ For heaven’s fake! dear mo- 
“< ther (cried I) tell me,- how is Narciffa? is 
““ fhe the fame that I left her?” She bleffed 
my ears with faying, “ She is as beautiful, in as 
** good health, and as much yours as ever.” — 
‘Tranf{ported at this affurance, I begged to know 
if I could not fee her that very night ; when this 
ffge matron gave me to underftand that’ my 
a4 | | miftrefs 
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miftrefs was in London, . and that-things were 

ftrangely altered in the Squire’s houfe fince my. 
departure; that he had been married a whole 

year to Melinda, who at firft found means to 

wean his attention fo much from Narciffa, that 

he became quite carelefs of that lovely fifter, com- 7 
forting himfelf with the claufe in his father’s will,. - 
by which fhe would forfeit her fortune, if fhe. i 
fhould marry without his confent ; — that my 

miftrefs being but indifferently treated by, her. > 
fifter-in-law, had made ufe of her freedom fome ~ " 
months ago, and gone to town, where fhe was. 
lodged with Mifs Williams, in expectation of 
my arrival; and had been peftered with the ad-. ! 
dreffes of Lord Quiverwit, who finding her heart 
engaged, had fallen upon a great many fhifts, to. 
perfwade her that I was dead: but finding all his. | 
artifices unfuccefsful, and defpairing of gaining her ' 
affection, he had confoled himfelf for her indiffe-. 
rence, by marrying another lady fome weeks ago, 
who had already left him on account of fome 
family uneafinefs.—Befides this. interefting in-. a, 
formation, fhe told me, that there was not a. oe 
great deal of harmony between Melinda andthe. 
Squire, who was fo much difgufted at the num- 3 
ber of gallants who continued to hover about rc 
her even after marriage, that he hurried her 
down into the country much againft her in- : 
clination, where their mutual animofities had ~ ie 
rifen to fuch a height, that. they preferved no — . 
decency before company or fervants, but abufed’ : 
one another in the grofleft terms. 
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This good old gentlewoman, to give me a | 
convincing proof of my dear Narciffa’s unaltera-. | ! 
ble love, gratified me with a fight of the laft. {i 
| | letter | 
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letter fhe had favoured her with, in which I was; 
mentioned with fo much honour, tendernefs and’ 
concern, that my foul was fired with impatience, 
and I determined to ride all night, that I might 
have it the fooner in my power to make her 
happy. --- Mrs. Sagely perceiving my eagernefs, 
and her maternal affection being equally, divided 
between Narciffa and me, begged leave to remind. 
me of the fentiments with which I went abroad;. 
that would not permit me for any felfith grati- 
fication to prejudice the fortune of that amiable 
young lady, who mutt entirely: depend‘upon me,. 
after having beftowed herfelf in marriage. TI 
thanked her for her kind concern, and as briefly 
as poffible defcribed my flourifhing fituation, 
which afforded this humane perfon infinite won- 
der and fatisfaction. I told her, that now I had 
an opportunity to manifeft my gratitude for the 
obligations I owed, I would endeavour to make 
her old age comfortable and eafy; asa ftep to 


which, I propofed’ fhe fhould come and’ live. 


with Narciffa and me.---This venerable gentle- 
woman was fo much affected with my words, 
that the tears run down her ancient cheeks; 
fhe thanked heaven that I had not belied the. 


prefages fhe had made, on her firft acquaintance. 
with me ; acknowledging my generofity,. as fhe- - 


called it, in the moft elegant and pathetick ex- 


preffions ; but declined my propofal, on account 
of her attachment to the dear melancholy cot-- 


tage where fhe had ‘fo peacefully confumed her 


folitary widowhood. Finding her immoveable on: 
this fubject, I infifted on her accepting a prefent: 


of thirty guineas, and took my. leave, refolving, 


* to accommodate her with the fame fum annually, 
| for: 
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for the more comfortable fupport of the infirmi- 
ties of age. | 


Having rode alt night, I found myfelf at Can- ae 
terbury in the morning, where I alighted to pro- 7 
eure frefh horfes ; and as I walked into the inn, 
perceived an apothecary’s fhop on the other fide 

of the ftreet, with the name of Morgan over the 
door :. Alarm’d at this difcovery, I could not help 
thinking that my-old mefs-mate had fettled inthis - 
place, and upon enquiry, found my conjecture | 
true, and that le was married lately to a widow 
ef that city, by whom he had got three thou-. 
fand pounds. Rejoiced: at this intelligence, I 
went to his fhop as foon as it was open, and 
found my friend behind the counter, bufy in 
preparing a glyfter.. I faluted him at entrance, 

_ with “ Your fervant, Mr. Morgan.”--- Upon 
which he: looked at me, and replying, ‘© Your 
“ moft humble fervant,. goot Sir;” rubbed his. 
ingredients in the mortar, without any emotion. 
“© What! (faid I) Morgan, have you. forgot 
“ your old mefs-mate?” At thefe words,. he 
looked up again, and ftarting, cried, ** As Got | 
“ is my---fure it cannot---yes by my falfation, I 
“ pelieve: it is my. tear frient Mr. Rantom.”--- 
He was no fooner convinced of my identity, than. 
he threw down the peftle, overfet the mortar, 
and jumping over the board, fwept up the con- 
tents with his cloaths, flew about my neck, 
hugged me affectionately, and daubed me all 
ever with turpentine and the yolks of eggs, which 
he had been mixing when I came in. --- Our 
mutual congratulations being over, he told me, 

_ that he found himfelf a widower upon his return, 
from. the Weft Indies; that he had got intereft 

to 
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to be appointed furgeon of a man of war, in 
which capacity he had ferved fome years, until he 
married an apothecary’s widew, with whom he 
now enjoyed a pretty good fum of money, peace 
and quiet, and an indifferent good trade. — He 
was very defirous of hearing my adventures, 
which I affured him I had not time to relate, 
but told him in general, my circumftances were 
very good, and that I hoped to fee him when I 
fhould not be in fuch a hurry as at prefent.—He 
infifted however on my ftaying breakfaft, and 
introduced me to his wife, who feemed to be 2 
decent fenfible woman, pretty well ftricken in 
ears. In the courfe of ou; converfation, he 
1ewed the fleeve-butions I had exchanged with 

him at our parting in the Weft Indies, and was - 
not a little p:oud to fee that I had preferved. his 
with the fame ca:e. When I informed him of 
Macktfhane’s conaition, he feem’d at firft to 
exult over his diftrefs; but after a little recol- 
lection, he faid, ‘* Well, he has paid for his 
“¢ malice, I forgife him, and may Got forgife 
“ likewife.” He expreffed great concern: for. 
the foul of captain Oakhum, which he believed: 
was now gnafhing its teeth: but it.was fome 
time before I could convince him of Thomfon’s 
being alive, at whofe good fortune neverthelefs: 
he was extremely glad. , 
Having renewed our proteftations of friend-- 
fhip, I bid the honeft Welchman and his fpoufe 
farewell, and taxing poft horfes, arrived at Lon-. 
don that fame night, where I found my father 
in good health, to whom I imparted what I had: 
learned of Narciffa.—This indulgent: parent ap-. 
proved:of my intention of marrying her, even. 
without 
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without a fortune, provided her brother’s confent 
could not be obtained; promifed to make over to 
me in a few days a fufficiency to maintain her in 
a fafhionable manner, and expreffed a defire of 
feeing this amiable creature, who had captivated 
me fo much.---AsI had not flept the night before, 
and was befides fatigued with my journey, [ | 
found myfelf under a neceffity of taking fome re- : 
pofe, and went to bed accordingly: next morning 
about ten a-clock, I took a chair, and, according 

to Mrs. Sagely’s directions, went to my charmer’s. 
lodgings, and enquired for Mifs Williams.--I had 
not waited in the parlour longer than a minute, 

when this young woman entered, and no fooner 

perceived me, than fhe fhrieked and run back- 

ward ; I got between her and the door, and 

clafping her in my arms, brought her to herfelf 
by an embrace. ‘* Good heaven (cried fhe) Mr. 

* Random is it you indeed! my miftrefs will 
“¢ run diftracted with joy.”---I told her, it was 
from an apprehenfion that my fudden appearance 
would have fome bad effect on my dear Nar- 
ciffa, that I had defired to fee her firft, in order to. 
concert fome method of acquainting her miftrefs 
gradually with my arrival. She approved of my 
conduct, and after having yielded to the fuggefti- 
ans of her own fiiendfhip, in afking if my voyage 
had been fuccefsful, charged herfelf with that 
office, and left me glowing with defire of feeing 
and embracing the object of my love. Ina very 
little time.I heard fome body coming down ftairs 
in hafte, and the voice of my angel pronounce, 
with an eager tone, * O heaven! is it poffible ! 
“* where is he?” How were my faculties ar- 
roufed at this well-known found ! and how was. 
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my foul tranfported, when fhe broke in upon my” 
view, inall the bloom of ripened beauty ! Grace 
was in all her-fteps, heaven in her eye, in every 
gefture dignity and love! —You whofe fouls are’ 
fufceptible of the moft delicate impreffions, whofe 
tender bofoms have felt the. affecting viciflitudes’ 
of love, who have fuffered an abfence of eighteen 
long months from the dear object of your hope,. 
and found at your return the melting fair, as- 
kind and conftant as your heart could wifh, do 
me juftice on this.occafion, and conceive what’ 
unutterable rapture poffeffed us both, while we’ 
flew into one anothers arms! This was no time’ 
for fpeech, —locked in a mutual embrace, we 
continued fome minutes in a filent trance of joy! 
— When I thus encircled all that my foul held’ 
_ dear,—while I hung over her beauties,—beheld 
her eyes fparkle, and every feature fluth with: 
virtuous fondnefs ; when I-faw her enchanting, 
bofom heave with. undiffembled: rapture, and. 
knew myfelf the happy caufe—Heavens !' what: 
was my fituation! | am tempted to commit my 
paper to the flames, and to renounce my-pen for 
ever, becaufe its moft ardent and lucky expref- 
fion fo poorly defcribes tlie emotions of my foul. 
O adorable Narciffa! (cried 1) O miracle of | 
beauty, love and.truth ! J at laft fold thee in my 
arms! I at laft can call the:mine! no jealous 
brother fhall thwart our happinefs again’; fortune 
hath at length recompenced me for all my fuffer- 
‘ings, and enabled‘me to do jufticeto-my love. 
—-The dear creature fmiled ineffably charming,. 
and with a look of bewitching tendernefs, {aid,. 
© And thall we never part again?” ‘ ‘Never! (I 
_ © replied) thou wondrous pattern ofall earthly 
perfection } 
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 nerfection ! never, until death fhall divide us! 
“* by this ambroftal kifs, a thoufand times more 
“ fragant than the breeze that {weeps the orange . 
“¢ grove, Inever more will leave thee !” 

As my firft tranfport abated, my paffion grew 
turbulent and unruly. I was giddy with ftanding 
on the brink of blifs, and all my virtue and phi- 
lofophy were fcarce fufficient to reftrain the in- 
ordinate fallies of defire.—Narciffa perceived the 
conflict within me, and with her ufual dignity of 
prudence, called off my imagination from the ob- 
ject in view, and with eager expreffions of inte- 
refted curiofity, defired to know the particulars 
of my voyage.—In this I gratified her inclinati- 
on, bringing my ftory down to the prefent hour : 
She was infinitely furprifed at the circumftances 
of my finding my father, which brought tears 
into her lovely eyes. She was tranfported at hear- 
ing that he approved my flame, difcovered a 
longing defire of being introduced to him, con- 

-gratulated herfelf and me upon my good fortune,, 
and obferved that this great and unexpected 
ftroke of fate feemed to have been brought about 
by the immediate direction of providence.-Having 
entertained ourfelves fome hours with the genuine 
effufions of our fouls, I obtained her confent to 
compleat my happinefs as foon as my father fhould 


judge it proper; and applying with my own | 


handsa valuable necklace, compofed of diamonds 
and amethyfts fet alternately, which an old Spa-. 
nifh lady at Paraguay prefented me with, I took 
my leave, promifing to return in the afternoon 
with Don Rodriguez.— When I went home; this 
generous parent enquired very affectionately a- 


boutthe health ef my dear Narciffa, to whom that 


I might 


‘ 
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I might be the more agreeable, he put into-my 
Rand a deed, by which I found myéelf in pof-. 
feffion of fifteen thoufand pounds, exclufive of 
the profits of my own merchandize, which a-. 
mounted to three thoufand more.---After dinner 
I accompanied him to the lodging of my miftrefs, 
who being dreffed for the occafion, made a moft 
dazzling appearance. I could perceive him ftruck 
with her figure, which I realty think was the- 
moft beautiful that ever was created under the- 
fun. He embraced her tenderly, and told-her,. 
he was proud of having a fon who had fpirit to: 
attempt, and qualifications to engage, the affe¢ti- 
ons of fuch a fine lady.---She blufhed at this com-. 
pliment, and with eyes full of the fofteft languith-. 
ment turned upon me, faid, fhe would have been 
unworthy of Mr. Random’s attention, had fhe 
been blind to his extraordinary merit.-I made 
no other anfwer than alow bow. My father figh- 
ing, pronounced, * Such once was myCharlotte !” 
while the tear rufhed into his eye, and the tender 
heart of Narciila manifefted itfelf in two precious: 
drops of fympathy, which, but for his prefence, | 
I would have kiffed away. Without repeating 
the particulars of our converfation, I fhail only 
obferve, that Don Rodriguez was as much. 
charmed with her good-fenfe, as with her ap- 
pearance; and fhe was no lefs pleafed with his 
underftanding and polite addrefs.---It was deter- 
mined that he fhould write to the Squize fignifying 
his approbation of my paffion for his fifter, and 
offering a fettlement which he fhould have no. 
reafon to reject; and that, if he fhould refufe 
the Propofal, we would crown our mutual. 
wifhes without any farther regard to his will. 
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My father makes a prefent to Narciffa — the 
detter is adifpatched to ber brother— 1 ap= 

| pear among my acquaintance — Banter’s 
behaviour — the Squire refufes bis confent — 
my uncle comes ta town — approves of 
‘my choice — I am married — we meet the 
Squire and bis lady at the play—our ac- 
ae is courted, 


| A F TER having fpent the evening to the 
fatisfaction of all prefent, my father addref- 
fed himfelf thus to Narciffa, “© Madam, give me 
‘“¢ leave to confider you hereafter as my daughter, 
“© in which capacity I infift upon your accepting 
“* this firft inftance of my paternal duty and af- 
“< fection.” With thefe Words, he put into her 
hand a bank-note for 500/, which fhe no fqoner 
‘examined, than with a low curtefy fhe replied, 
‘© Dear Sir, tho’ I have not the leaft occafion 
‘S* for this fupply, I have too great a veneration 
© for you; to refufe this proof of your generofity 
‘“¢ and efteem, which I the more freely receive, be- 
S* caufe I already look-upon Mr. Random’s inte-.. 
“< reft as infeparably connected with mine.” He 
‘was extremely well pleafed at her frank and in- 
genuous reply, upon which we faluted, and 
wifhed her good night.—The letter,at my requeft, 


was difpached to Suffex by an ia and i e 
* the 
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the mean time, Don Rodriguez, to grace my 
nuptials, hired a ready-furnifhed houfe, and fet 
up a very handfome equipage. ; a 

Though I paffed the greateft part of the day 
with the darling of my foul, I found leifure 
fometimes to be among my former acquaintance, 
who were aftonifhed at the magnificence of my 
appearance: Banter in particular was confounded 
at the ftrange viciffitudes of my fortune, the caufes 
of which he endeavoured in vain to difcover, un- 

til I thought fit to difclofe the whole fecret of my 
' laft voyage, partly in confideration of our former 
. intimacy, and partly to prevent unfavourable 
conjectures which he and others, in all probabili- 
ty, would have made in regard to my circum- 
ftances. He profeffed great fatisfaction at this 
piece of news, and I had no canfe to believe him 
infincere, when I confidered that he would now 
look upon himfelf as acquitted of the debt he 
owed me, and at the fame time flatter himfelf 
with hopes of borrowing more.—lI carried him 
home to dinner with me, and my father liked 
his converfation fo much, that upon hearing his 
difficulties, he defired me to accommodate him 
for the prefent, and enquire if he would accept 
of a commiffion in the army, towards the pur- 
chafe of which he would willingly lend him 
money. Accordingly, I gave my friend an op- 
portunity of being alone with me, when, as I 
expected, he told me that he was juft on the 
point of being reconciled to an old rich uncle, 
whofe heir he was, but wanted a few pieces for 
immediate expence, which he defired I would 


lend him, and take his bond for the whole. - 


His demand was limited to ten guineas; and 
| : when 
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when I put twenty into his hand, he ftared at 
me for fome moments, then. putting it into his 
purfe, faid, “* Ay, ’tis all one,—you'll have the 
“‘ whole in avery fhort time.” When I had 
taken his nate, to fave the expence of a band, 
T-expreffed-fome furprize that.a fellow of his {pi-' 
rit fhould loiter away his Time in idlenefs, and 
afked why he did not choofe to.make his fortune 
in the army. —‘* What! (faid he) throw away 


“money upon a fubaltern’s commiffion, to be 
‘© under the command of a parcel of {coundrels 


‘© who have raifed themfelves above me by the 
“© moft infamous practices! no, I love indepen- 
«© dency too well to facrifice my life, health and 
<¢ pleafure for fuch a pitiful confideration.”-—»— 
Finding him averfe to this way of life, I.chang’d 
the fubject, and return’d to Don Rodriguez, who 


had juft received the following epiftle from the 


Squire. 


SIR, | 
a C Oncerning a letter which I received, ful. 
" {crib’d R, Random, this is the anfwer,— 
<* As for you, I know.nothing of you.u—Your 
“s fon, or pretended fon, I have feen ;--if he mar- 


_ S© rjes my fifter, at his peril‘be it ; I do declare, 


s¢ that he fhall_ not have one farthing of her for- 
‘© gune, which ‘becomes my property, if fhe 
** takes a hufband without my confent.—-Your 


s¢ fettlement, I do believe, is alla fham, and 
<< yourfelf-no better than you fhould be; but if 


“¢ you had all the wealth of the Indies, your 


‘S¢ fon fhall never match in our family, with the 
.  confent of 


‘*¢ Orfon Topehall. 
, My 


~N 
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My father was not much furprifed at this polite 
letter, after having heard the character of the 
author: .and as for me, I was even pleafed at 
his refufal, becaufe I now had an opportunity of 
fhewing my difinterefted love. By his permif- 
fion I waited on my charmer; and having im- 
parted the contents of her brother’s letter, a¢ 
which fhe wept bitterly, in fpite of all my con- — 
folation and careffes, the time of our marriage 
was fixed at the diftance of two days.—During. 
this interval, in which my foul was wound up 
to the laft ftretch of rapturous expectation, Nar- 
ciffa endeavoured to reconcile fome of her rela- 
tions in town to her marriage with me; but find- 
ing them all deaf to her remonftrances, either out 
of envy or prejudice ;_ fhe told me with the moft 
enchanting fweetnefs, while the tears bedewed 
her lovely cheeks, “ Suré the world will no 
‘© longer queftion your generofity, when you take 
*€ a poor forlorn beggar to your arms.” Affected 
with her forrow, I preffed the fair mourher to my 
Breaft, and fwore that fhe was more dear and 
welcome on that account, becaufe fhe had facri- 
ficed her friends and fortune to her love for me, 
~+—My uncle, for whofe character fhe had a great 
veneration, being by this time come to town, I 
introduced himto my bride; and although he was 
not very much fubject to refined fenfations, he 
was {truck dumb with admiration at her beauty. 
After having kiffed‘ and gazed “at her for fome 
time, he turned to me, faying, ‘* Odds bobs, 
™ Rory! here’s a notable prize ‘indeed, ‘finely 
-§* puilt and glorioufly rigged,’ I faith! if the an’t 
** well manned when you have thecommand of 
“her, furah, you deferve to go to fea in 
— ia 6a 
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<““ a cockle-thell.—No offence, I hope, niece ; 
< you muft not mind what I fay, being (as the 
“© faying is) a plain fea-faring man, thof may- 
‘© hap I have-as much regard for you as another.” 
~—She received him with great civility, told him 
fhe had fonged a great while to fee a perfon to 
whom fhe was fo much indebted for his gene- 
rofity to Mr. Random, that fhe looked upon him 
as her uncle, by which name fhe begged leave to 
call him for the future, and that the was very fure 
he could fay nothing that could give her the leaft 
offence. ‘The honeft captain was tranfported at 
her courteous behaviour, and infifted apon giving 
her away at the ceremony, fwearing that he loved 
her as well as if fhe was his. own child, and that 
he would give two thoufand guineas to the firft 
fruit of our love, 2s foon as it could fqueak.— 
_ Every thing being prepared for the folemnization 
of our muptials, which were to be performed pri+ 
vately at my father’s houfe, the aufpicious hour 
arrived, when Don Rodriguez and ‘my uncle 
went in the coach to fetch the bride and Mifs 
Williams ; leaving me with a parfon, Banter and 
Strap, neither of whom had ‘as yet feen my 
charming miftrefs.—Mly faithfwi valet, who was 
onthe rack of impatience tobehold a tady ofwhom 
he had heard fo much, no fooner underftood that 
the coach was retarned, than he placed himfelf at 
a window to have a peep at her as fhe alighted ; 
and when he {aw her, he clapped his hands to- 
gether, turned up the white of his eyes, and 


with his mouth wide opén, xomained ifi.a fort of _ 


extafy, which broke out inte, “*.O0 Dew certe!— 
“ gualis in Eurote ripis, aut per juga Cyntht-exercet 
“< Diana choros !"—The doctor wad Banter were 


furpriz’d.to hear sy ead | 


my 
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my father led Narcifla into the room, the object 

of their admiration was foon chang’d, as appear’d 

in the countenances of both.—Indeed they muft 

have been the moft infenfible of all beings, could , 

they have beheld without emotion the divine 
( 


with gold ; the crown of her head was covered 
with a {mall French cap, from whence defcended 
her beautiful hair in ringlets that waved upon her 
fnowy neck, which dignified the necklace I had 
given her ; her looks glowed with modefty and 
love ; and her bofom, thro’ the veil-of gauze that 
fhaded it, afforded a profpect of Elyzium !--I re- 
ceived this ineftimable gift of providence as be- 
came fe ; and in a little time the clergyman did 
his office, my uncle, at his own earneft requeft, 
acting the part. of a father to my dear Narciffa, 
who trembled very much, and had {carce fpirits 
fufficient to fupport her under this great change 
of firuation.—Soon as fhe was mine by the laws 
of heaven and earth, I printed a burning kifs upon 
her lips, my father embraced her tenderly, my 
uncle hugged her with great affection, and J pre- 
tented her to my friend Banter, who faluted her 
in a very polite manner; Mafs Williams hung 
round herneck, and wept plentifully ; while Scrap 
fell upon. his knees, and begged to kifs his lady’s 
hand,which fhe prefented with great affability.— 

I fhall not pretend to defcribe my own feelings 

. ‘at,this juncture ; let it, fuffice to fay, that after 
having fupped and entertained ourfelves ’till ten 
a-cleck, I cautioned my Narcifla againft expo- 

. .fing her health by fitting up-too late, and fhe 
__ was prevailed upon to withdraw with her maid to 
~ an apartment .deftin’d for us. When fhe 4 
‘ ~ a the 


creature that approached ! She was dreffed in a 
fack of white fattin, embroider’d on-the breaft 
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the room, her face was overfpread with a bluth 
that fet all my blood in a ftate of fermenta- 
tion, and made every pulfe beat with tenfold 
vigour ! She was fo cruel as to let me remain in 
this condition a full half hour ; when, no longer 
able to reftrain my impatience, I broke from the 
company, burft into her chamber, pufhed out 
her confidante, locked the door, and found her 
«-—— QO heav’n. and earth! a feaft, a thoufand 
times more delicious than my moft fanguine 
hope prefaged !—But let menot profane the chaite 
myfteries of hymen. —I was the happieit of 
men ! — | | 
In the morning I was awaked by three or four 
drums, which Banter had placed under the win- 
dow ; upon which I withdrew the curtain, and 
enjoyed the unfpeakable fatisfaction of contem- 
plating thoie angelic charms, which were now in 
my pofleffion! Beauty ! which whether fleeping or 
awake, foot forth peculiar graces! — The light 
darting upon my. Narciffa’s eyes, fhe awoke alfo, 
and recollecting her fituation, hid her blufhes in 
my bofom.—I was diftracted with joy ! I could 
not believe the evidence of my fenfes, and looked 
upon all that had happened, as the fictions of a 
dream ! In the miean time my uncle knocked 
at the door, and bid me turn out, for I had had 
a long fpell.—I got up accordingly, and fent 
Mifs Williams to her miftrefs, myfelf receiving 
the congratulations of captain Bowling, who 
rallied me in his fea phrafe, with great fuccefs—In 
lefs than an hour, Don Rodriguez led my wife in 
to breakfaft, where fhe received the compliments 
of the company on her looks, which, they faid, 
if poffible, were improved by matrimony.—— 
As her delicate ears were offended with none of. 
Q2 thofe 
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thofe indecent ambiguities, which are too often 
fpoke on fuch occafions, fhe behaved with dig- 
nity, unaffected modefty, and eafe; and as a 
teftimony of my affection and efteem, I prefented 
her, in prefence of them all, with a deed, by- 
which I fettled the whole fortune I was poffefled 
of, on her and her heirs for ever.—She accepted. 
it with a glance of moft tender acknowledgement, 
obferved, that fhe could not be furprized at any. 
thing of this kind I fhould do, and defired my 
father to take the trouble of keeping it, faying, 
“< Next tomy own Mr. Random, you are the per- 
** fon in whom I ought to have the greateft 
“© confidence.” Charmed with her prudent and. 
ingenuous manner of proceeding, he took the. 
paper, and affured her that it thould not lofe its. 
value while in his cuftody. : 
_ As we had nat many vifits to -give and. re- 

ceive ; the little time we ftayed in town was-fpent. 
in going to publick diverfions, where I have the, . 
vanity to think Narciffa feldem was eclipfed.— 
One night in particular, we had fent our foot-: 
man to keep one of the ftage boxes, which we- 
no fooner entered, than-we perceived in the op-: - 
pofite box the {quire and his lady, who feem’d: 
not a little furprized at feeing us. I was pleafed: 
at this opportunity. of confronting them ; the 
more, becaufe Melinda was robbed of all her 
admirers by my wife, who happened that night _ 
to outfhine her fifter both in beauty and drefs.—.- 
She was piqued at Narciffa’s victory, ‘toffed her 
head 2 thoufand different ways, flirted her fan, 
looked at us with difdain, then. whifpered to her 
hufband, and broke out into an affected. giggle ; 
but all her arts proved ineffectual, either to dif- - 
compofe Mrs..Random, or to conceal her own. 
| mor- 


% 


Roperick Ranpom. 365 


mortification, which at length forced her away 
long before the play was done.—The news of 
our marriage being fpread, with many circum- 
ftances to our difadvantage, by the induftry of- 
-this malignant creature, a certain fet of perfons,. 
fond of fcandal,: began to inquire into the par- 
ticulars of my fortune, which they no fooner 
underftood to be independant, than the tables 
were turned, and our acquaintance was courted 
as much as it had been defpifed before: But 
- Narciffa had too much dignity of pride, to en- 
courage this change of conduct, efpecially in 
her relations, whom fhe could never be pre- 
vailed upon to fee, after the malicious reports 


they had raifed to her prejudice. 
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My father intends. to revifit the place of bis 
nativity—we propofe to accompany bim— 
my uncle renews big will in my favour, de- 
termining te go te fea again—vwe fet out 
for Scotland—arrive at Edinburgb—pur- 
chafe cur paternal éftate—proceed to tt— 
halt at the town where Iwas educated—— 
take up my bond to Crab—the bebaviour of 
Potion and bis wife, and one of my female 
coufins—our reception at the efate—Strap 
marries Mifs Wilhiams, and is fettled by my 
father to bis own fatisfattion—1 am more 
and more happy, 


MY father intending to revifit his native coun- 
» and pay the tribute of a few tears at 

my mother’s grave, Narciffa and I refolved to 
accompany him in the execution of this pious 
office, and accordingly prepared for the journey ; 
in which, however, my uncle would not engage, 
Rheing refolved to try his fortune once more at 
‘fea, In the mean time, he renewed his will in 
favour of my wife and me, and depofited it in 
the hands of his brother-in-law : While I (that 
I might not be wanting to my own intereft) 
fummoned the Squire to produce his father’s will 
at 
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at Doctors-Commons, and-employed a proctor 
to manage the affair in my abfence. 
, Every thing being thus fettled, we took 7 
‘leave of all our friends in London, and fet out | 
| for Scotland, Don Rodriguez, Narciffa, Mifs 
Williams, and I in the coach, and Strap with / 
two men in livery on horfe-back: As we made 
eafy ftages, my charmer held it out very well, 
till we arrived at Edinburgh, where we propofed 
to reft ourfelves fome weeks. People of our fi- 
gure could not fail of attracting the Notice of {uch | 
a {mall place, where, as foon as our family was 
' known, we were loaded with careffes, and Nar- 
cifla was fo much pleafed with the civilities the 
received, that fhe protefted fhe would never defire 
to live in any other part of the world. 

Here Don Rodriguez having intelligence ihias 
his nephew the fox-hunter had fpent his eftate, 
which was to be expofed to fale by publick auc 
tion, he determined to make a purchafe of the 
{pot where he was born, and actually bought thé 
whole of his father’s lands. 

In a few days after this bargain was made, we 
left Edinburgh, in order to go and take poffeffion ; 
and by the way, halted one night in that town — 
where I was slacated Upon inquiry, I found 
that Mr. Crab was dead; whereupon I fent for his 
executor,, paid the fam I owed, with intereft, and 
took up my bond. Mr. Potion and his wife 
hearing of our arrival, had the affurance to come 
to the inn where we ipdged, and fend up their 
mames, with a defire of being permitted to pay. 
their refpects to my father and me: But 
their fordid behaviour towards me, when I was | 
an orphan, had made too deep an impreffion of, 
my — ‘to be cifaced by this mean mercena- 

ry 
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ry piece of condefcenfion; I therefore rejected 
their meflage with difdain, and bid Strap tellthem, 
that my father and I defired to have no commu- 
nication with fuch low-minded wretches as they 
were. : : a 

They had not been gone half an hour, when 
a woman without any ceremony, opened the 
door of the room where we fat, and making to- 
wards my father, accofted him with, ** Uncle, 
“¢ your fervant—I am glad to fee you.”—This 
was no other than one of my female coufins, 
mentioned in the firft part of my memoirs, to 
whom Don Rodriguez replied, ‘* Pray, who 
“* are you, madam? “‘ O! (cried fhe) my 
“ coulin Rory there, knows me very well — 
*¢ Don’t you remember me Rory ?”———“* Yes; 
“© madam, (faid I) for my own part, I fhall ne- 
“* ver forget you.—Sir, this is one of the young 
‘¢ ladies, who (as I have formerly told you) 
“<< treated me fo humanely in my childhood !” 
When I pronounced thefe words, my father’s 
refentment glowed in his vifage, and he ordered 


her to be gone, with fuch a commanding afpect, - 


that fhe retired in a fright, muttering curfes as 
fhe went down ftairs: We afterwards learned 
that fhe was married to an enfign, who had al- 
ready fpent all her fortune; and that her fifter 
had bore a child to her mother’s footman, who 
is now her husband, and keeps a petty ale-houfe 
in the country. | ane 
The fame of our flourifhing condition having 
arrived at this place before us, ‘we got notice 
that the magiftrates intended next’ day to com- 
pliument us with the freedom of their town; 


upon which my father, confideting their com- 


plaifance in the right point of view, ordered the 
oe haries 


_ 
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horfes to the coach early in the morning, when 
we proceeded to our eftate, which lay about a 
dozen miles from this place. 

_ When we came within half a league of ‘the 
houfe, we were met by a prodigious number of | 
poor tenants, men, women and chidren, who 
teftified their-joy by loud. acclamations, and ac- 
companied oyr coach to the gate.—As there is 
no part of the world, in which the peafants are | 
more attached to their Lords, than in Scotland, 
we were almoft devoured by their affection, in 
getting out of the coach: My father had always 
been their favourite, and now that he appeared © 
their mafter, after being thought dead fo long, 
their joy broke out into a thoufand extrava- 
gancies: When we got into the coust-yard, we 
were furrounded by a vaft number, who crowded 
together fo clofely to fee us, that: feveral were 
in danger of being fqueezed to death ; thofe who 
were neat Don Rodriguez fe}l upon their-knees,. 
and kiffed his hand, or the hem of his garment, 
praying aloud for long life and profperity to him ;: 
others approached Narciffa and me in the fame. 
manner; while the reft clapped their hands at a: 
diftance,:-and invoked heaven to fhower its 
choiceft. bleflings on:-our heads!— In fhort,’ 
the whole fcene, though rude, was fo affecting, 
that the gentle partner of my heart’ wept over' 
it, and my father him(elf could not refrain from 
dropping a tear. = | 

Having welcomed his daughter and me to his 
houfe, he ordered fome bullocks to be killed, 
and fome hogfheads of ale to be brought from 
the neighbouring village, to regale thofe honeft. 
people, who had not enjoyed fuch a holiday for 
many years before. os 

Next 
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Next day we were vifited by the gentlemen in 
the neizhbourhood, moft of them our relations, 
one of whom brought along with him my 
coufin, the fox-hunter, who had ftai¢d at his 
houfe, fince he was obliged to leave his own: 
My father was generous enough to receive him 
kindly, and even promife to purchafe for hm 
a commilfion in the army, at which he expreffed 
great thankfulnets and ‘joy. | TL 

My charming Narcifla was univerfally admired 
and loved for her beauty, affability and goed 
fenfe; and fo well pleafed with the fituation of 
the place, and the company around, that fhe 
has not, as yet, difcovered the leaft defire of 
changing her habitation. ~ ie 

We had not been many days fettled, -when I 
prevailed upon my father to pay a vifit to the 
village where I had been at fchool. Here we 
were received by the principal inhabitants, who 


entertained us in the church, ‘where M. Syntax — 


the fchoolmafter (my tyrant being dead) pre- 
nounced a Latin fpeech in honour of our family ; 


And none exerted themfelves more than. Strap’s: 


father and relations, who looked upon the honeft 
valet as the firft gentleman of their race, and: 
honoured his benefactors atcordingly.—Having 


received the homage of this place, we retired, 
leaving forty pounds for the benefit of the poor: 
of the parifh; and that very night, Strap. being 
a little elevated with the regard .that had been’ 


fhewn to him, and to me on his account, ven- 


tured to tell me, that he had a fneaking kind-' 
nefs for Mifs Williams, and that if his lady 
and I would ufe our intereft in his behalf, he: 
did not doubt that fhe would liften to his ad-. 
dreffes. Surprized at this propofal, I afked if he. 


knew 
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knew the ftory of that unfortunate young gen- 
tlewoman : Upon which, he replied, “* Yes, yes, 


“¢ ¥ know what you mean—fhe has been unhap- - 


“¢ py, I grant you—but what of that ? Iam con- 
* vinced of her reformation; or elfe you and 
‘¢ my good lady would not treat her with fuch 
“* refpect.—As for the cenfure of the world, I 
‘<¢ value it not a fig’s end—befides, the world 
“< knows nothing of the matter.” I commended 
his philofophy, and interefted Narciffa in his 
caufe; who interceded fo effectually, that in a 
little time, Mifs Williams, yielded her confent, 
and they were married-with the approbation of 
Don Rodriguez, who gave him five hundred 
pounds to ftock a farm, and made him overfeer of 
his eftate. My generous bedfellow gave her maid 
the fame fum; fo that they live in great peace 


and plenty within half a mile of us, and daily . 


put up prayers for our prefervation. : 

If there be fuch a thing as true happinefs o 
earth, I enjoy it.—The impetuous tranfports of 
my paffion are now fettled and mellowed into 
endearing fondnefs and tranquillity of love, 
rooted by that intimate connexion and inter- 
change of hearts, which nought but virtuous 
wedlock can produce.—Fortune feems deter- 
mined to make ample amends for her former 
cruelty ; for my proctor. writes, that notwith- 
ftanding the claufe in my father-in-law’s will, 
on which the Squire founds his claim, I fhall 
certainly recover my wife’s fortune, in confe- 
quence of a codicil annexed, which explains that 
claufe, and limits ber reftriction to the age of 
nineteen, after which fhe was at her own dit- 
pofal.—I_ would have fet out for London imme- 
diately 
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diately after receiving this piece of intelligence, | 


but my dear angel has been qualmith of late, and 
begins to grow remarkably round in the .waitft ; 
fo that I cannot leave her in fuch an interefting 
fituation, which I hope will produce fomething 
to crown my felicity. 


we 


